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ADVERTISEMENT. 



^ I ^ HE Publifhcrs having now compfeted this 
undertaking in which they had enga- 
ged^ beg leave to return their cordial thanks to 
their friends and the ptblic for the flattering re- 
ception it has met with. They are highly grati- 
fied in having kad repeated folicitations to add a 
fourth volume, if the whole of thc^ fubjeds fuited 
to meet the public eye could not be contained in 
the third volume. With thefe folicitations^ how- 
ever, they did not judge it proper, from various 
confiderations, at prefent to comply ; at the 
fame time, they think it their duty to intimate, 
that, if thefe folicitations Are continued, and 
other favourable circumftances encourage them, 
a fourth volume may in a ihort time be publifhed. 
For, though on the outfit of this undertaking, it 
was computed that the whole could have been 
comprifed in three volumes, they now find that 
with eafe they could haye mad^ a fourdu 
This the public may in fo far be fenfible of, a» 
they will perceive feveral of the fubjgfis mention* 
ed in the propofals originally ifliied, not contained 
in thefe vdumes 5 and they h^vc fincc diicovered 
others- equally if not naore important ^^ud vtvX5^ 
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ATTESTATION "' 

IN 

FAVOUR OF THIS WORK. 



W£, whofe names are fubjoined, 
having had opportunity of looking 
over feveral of thefe Sermons in Manu- 
fcript, now propofed for publication, have 
fufiicient reafon to be fatisfied, that they 
are the genuine remains of the worthy Au- 
thor whofe name they bear. They have 
been tranfmitted through the hands of 
his lineal defcendants. From the hand- 
writing, which is fuch as was common to- 
wards the beginning of this century, though 
now rather antiquated, as well as from the 
information of thofe who had acccfs to 



( 4 ) 

know, it appears that thefe Sermons were 
the original autctgrapb^ written at the time 
mentioned in the dates affixed to them. 
But to thofe acquainted with the fpirit and 
manner of Mr Boston's other writings, the 
perufalof theDifcourfes themfelveswill con- 
vince them that they are genuine. They 
difcover the fame ferious and fpiritual ftrain, 
—■the fame pcrfpicuity and fimplicity of lan- 
guage, — ^the fame happy fertility and copi- 
^oufnefs of fcriptural proof and illuftration, — 
the fame pertinent application of his fubjedls 
to perfons and times — the fame deep con- 
cern about the public interefts of religion, 
and the danger* to which tkcfc kingdoms 
liuTe Deen expofed through heinous fins 
and backflidings,- — as are confpicuous in his 
other Works. Few have ever attained to 
his manner and ftyle of writing, fo much 
-adapted to popular and general edification. 
Such of thefe Difcourfcs as we have per- 
ufed, feem to have been as carefully and 
fully written as thofe formerly publiftied, 
and on fubjedls no lefs interefting. The 
Sermons in this coUedion which were com- 
pofed at the time of the Rebellion that arofe 

upon 
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upon the acceffion of the prefent family to 
the throne, will be found deferving parti- 
cular attention in fuch a period as the pre- 
fent. It mud be a public behefit to have 
fuch a favoury entertainment made accef- 
fible, through the Prefs, to all who regard 
the means of their own fpiritual improve- 
ment, or that of others ; and we hope, that, 
through the divine bleffing, the long-pre- 
vailing rage for frivolous or dangerous read- 
ing, may, in fome meafure, be counteraft- 
ed, by fuch folid and ufeful publications 
as the prefent. 

Thus far we have taken the liberty to 
exprefs ourfelves, in compliance with the 
requeft of thofe concerned in the prefent 
Publication. \ 

(Signed) 
Arch. Bruce, Mintfier of the Co/pel at W^itlum. 
John Brown, Minifler of the Gofpelat Longridge. 
Rob. Paterson, Minijier of the Go/pel at Biggar. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 



THE Author of the Difcourfes now of- 
fered to the Public^ is fo univcrfally 
known, and his charader as a practical and 
evangelical writer is fo fully' eftablilhed 
with religious perfons of all denominations, 
that, in regard to the prefent Publication, 
it may fufiBce to ftate, that the Difcourfes 
in this and the fucceeding Volumes, are all 
of them upon important Subjeds ; fome of 
them uncommon and ftriking. They were 
compofed by the Author in the early part 
of his miniftry, and in the moft vigorous pe- 
riod of his life, as will appear by the dates 
prefixed to them; on which account, as 
well as to diftinguifh them from preceding 
Publications by the fame Author, though 
they are the laft offered to the FuUic, tbey 
appear under the title Primitive:; and as the 
whole of the remaining Manufcripts of the 
hand- writing of the worthy Author, as far 
as is known, are in the poffeffion of the pre- 
fent 
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fent Publifliers, for the purpofe of accom- 
plifhing the prefent publication, the title 
Ultima is added ; intimating, that it is al- 
moft certain, that they are the Laft Remains 
that will meet the public eye, as a genuine 
produftion from the pen of this able Divine. 
After the ample recommendation by the 
Author*s near relation, and two other re-^ 
fpedable clergymen, contained in the pre- 
ceding pages, it will be neceffaiy only far- 
ther to add, that thefe Difcoutfes have been 
faithfully tranfcribed from the originals in 
the Author*s hand-writing, and correctly 
printed from them. It is not doubted but 
that thefe volumes will be highly accept- 
able to the religious of all denominations, 
who, we truft, will unite with the Editor 
and Publifhers, in lincere and fervent 
prayers, that, through the divine bleffing^ 
they may be extenfively ufeful. 

£DiyBUR6H, > 

January 13. i8qo. 5 
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SERMON L 



^^VALLIBLE ANTIDOTES AGAINST UNB£. 
LIEVING F£ARS.« 

^^7. L 17. 18. — Fear mi: lam be that ttveii, and 
fvas deaJ, and behold^ I am alive for evermore^ 
Amen : and have the key of bell amfdeatk, 

3nO-DAT is thefeaftof tbeChiiftianpaflbrer. 
[^ A oommunion-table is about to be covered* 
e great end of perfoos fitting down at due 
^))le is, diat they maj fuck die breafts of con(bb- 
^^:in, and drink abundantlf of tbat Uood which 
;^:^ws from the pierced Ede of a crucified Saviour. 
^^^^me feed at this uUe without fear. Others fear 
"^ much that thej cannot feed. 'To fuch poor 
^^mbling fouls our text ipeaks good and ccHnfort- 
^le words : Fear nat^ -&C. 

As the Lord fliewed to Daniel, a man greatlf 
^^loved, the ftate of his church till his fixft co- 
ding ; fo to John, another beloved diiciple, he 
Vol. I. B dilclolc# 

^ * Delivered immedUtefy bcfoic the (UfsCflbSlfQIBL^l^K^C 
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difclofcs Jthe ftate of his church till his fecond co- 
ming. Both of them were dignified with a vifion 
of Chrift, the Son of God ; and on each of them 
it had almoft the fame efFe<9:. In Daniel there re- 
mained no ftrength, Dan. x. Here we fee the vi- 
fion had a (imilar eflPeft on John. He is repre- 
fented, ver. 17. as a dead man. He was con- 
founded with the glory of the perfon whom he 
faw. His eyes were dazzled with the brightnefs, 
his ftrength failed, he could ad no more than if 
he had been dead. But our Lord revives him. 
He lays his right hand on him, and ftrengthens 
him, that he might be able to ftand, hear, and re- 
ceive his orders. Jefus comforts him. He re- 
bukes his fears : Fear not. There is a fear with 
which Gk)d is well pleafed, and a fear of which he 
does not approve. This laft is excefEve fear, which 
greatly mars us in our duty, makes our hearts 
faint^ and our hands hang down» fo as that we 
have neither heart nor hand for our work. This 
is incident to the people of God 5 but Chrift does 
not allow them in it, though he is tender of them 
vnder it. 

We have next, the grounds of confolation, to 
difpel this fear, viz. (i.) The Godhead of Chrift. 
He is the firft and the laft. The firft principle of 
bU things, from whom they had their beginning, 
and the laft end of all things : an irrefragable tefti- 
mony this of the divinity of Chrift. And it (hews 
us that the comfort of believers depends upon this 
article.^ (2.) The union of the Godhead and man- 
hood in one perfon : — ^where Chrift is held forth 
as God, the living God ; who had life from 
eternity of himfelf, and gave life ta all the crea- 
tures : — As man ; in that it i& faid he died. It is 
fpoken of the fame perfon. It was the living God 
... ihat diedj though not the divine nature. Here 
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we fee prc^fed, for John's comfort, the death of 
Chrifty God-man. He was made man, and died. 
(3.) His refurrcftion : lam alive. He overcame 
death, and arofe the third day. (4.) The eternity 
of that life to which he was mfed up : he lives ^or 
evermore. To all this is prefixed a heboid! to llir 
up believers to notice it as the grand fountain of 
their comfort ; and it is followed with an afleve- 
ration, Amen^ or verily, lo put them out of doubt 
of it. 

Next, we have his Mediatorial foverdgnty: He 
hath the keys of hell and death. The keys are an en- 
fign of government. The key of the houfe of Da- 
vid is laid upon his ihoulder. He opens and none 
can ihut, he ihuts and none can open, Ifa. xxii. 22. 
None go to death or hell but when he fends them ; 
amd none are kept out of hell, and taken to glory, 
but by him. 

From this fubjefi: we may obferve the following 

OocTRiNB. That the death and refurredion of 
Chrift, that eternal life to which he was raifed, 
and his Mediatory fovereignty, are the great 
grounds of the faints confolation, and fufficicnt 
to difpel all their unbeheving fears. 

In difcourfing upon this fubjed, I fhall, by di« 
Yine aid, 

I. Speak a little, and but a little, to each of thefe 
things, to unfold them, fo as tliat the ground of 
comfort in them may appear. 

n. Point out the confolation of the faint to be 
found in thefe. 

in. Make fome practical improvement. 

L To fpeak a little to each of the things in the 
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text, to unfold them, fo as that the ground of com- 
fort in them may appear. 

I. As to his death. On this I offer thefe few 
remarks: (i.) His death fuppofeth — his incarna- 
tion, and living as a man in the world, John i. 14. 
•* The word was made fleih, and dwelt among us.'* 
This has a refpeft to the Shechinah, or the divine 
prefence ; that was a fire, encompafled with a 
cloud, which was aboVe the ark in the firft temple. 
Chrift's divinity was clouded with his humanity ; 
the form of God, with the form of a fervant, Phil. 
ii. 6. — 8. ** He took upon him our nature." He was 
a partaker of flefti and blood, Heb. ii. 14. Thus he 
became a fubitantial Mediator between God and 
man, that fo be might be a Mediator of reconcilia- 
tion ; how he was conceived, bom, and lived in 
|hc world, the Evangelifts fully relate. (2.) His 
death was vicarious : He died in the room and 
ftead of iinners, not indeed of all, but of his own 
iheep. The Socinians allow that he died for our 
good, though not in our room ; but this places the 
death of the martyrs and of Chrift on the fame 
footing. But the fcripture is plain, Matth. xx. 28. 
« He came to give his life a ranfom for many." 
Gal. iii. 13. ** Chrift hath redeemed us from the 
curfe of the law, being made a curfe for us. He 
was made fin for us, and died, the juft for the un- 
juft." There was a real imputation of the fins of 
the cleft unto Chrift, and a real tranflation of the 
puniihment due to us upon him, Ifa. liii. 4. — 6. 
<* Surely he hath bom our griefs, and carried our 
forrows : yet we did efteem him ftricken, fmitten 
of God, and afflifted. But he was wounded for 
our tranigreflions, he was bruifed for our iniqui- 
ties ; the chaftifement of our peace was upon him, 
and with his ftriprs we arc healed. All ive like 
have gene aftray : we have turned every one 
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to his 6wn way, and the Lord hath laid on him the 
iniquity of us alL" — ^This was typified by the I'a- 
crifices under the law, on the head of which the 
ofFer&r laid his hand, typically transferring the fin 
upon the bead ; which was really accomplifhed in 
that true facrifice of Chrift, who gave himfelf for 
us, '* an ofiering and a facrifice to God for a fweet 
fmeUing favour," Eph. ▼. 2. (3.) His fufierings and 
death were moft. ezquifite: << God fpared not his 
own Son.'* In the death of Chrift there was a com- 
pHcatioa of deaths ; they murdered his reputation, 
execrating him as a blafphemer againft God, and a 
traitor againft the government j placing him be- 
tween two malefactors, as if he had been the great- 
eft of the three. They murdered his bod/, and 
that in a moft cruel manner : The i^Tath of God 
iell upon his foul, the firft drops of which made 
him cry out, « My foul is exceeding forrowful." 
His enemies fhewed no pity, but gave him vinegar 
to drink : He got judgement without mercy from 
God : Even the fun was darkened, that he might 
not have the light of it, becaufe it is pleafant to the 
eyes. (4.) His fufierings and death were fatisfac- 
tory, and that fully. By his one facrifice, he hatli 
for ever perfected them that are fanctiiied. He 
was Lord of his own life : He voluntarily laid it 
dowm and that upon a compact betwixt the Fa- 
ther smd him.. Being God, the fulnefs of the God- 
head dwelling in him, the fulnefs of merit cannot. 
bedoubtjed; for lb. his fufierings were of infinite 
value, to which nothing can be added. He was 
God, and purchafed the. church with his own 
bloody AEtB XX. a8; There was a proportion be- 
tween the fins of the elcGt and the fufierings of 
Chrift: Sin is an infinite evil^ his fufienngs were 
of infinite value. His deity ftamped an infinite 
valve oa hi» ivSamp; and in this ie(iptGt xSc^^ 
' B 3 ^ 
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do more than equal all the pofTible fufierings of 
ALL CREATURES together J for what would tliey 
all be to God dying? 

2. As to his refurreftion, and the life to which 
he was reftored. The text fays, Beholdj I am, alive. 
Had he lain ftill in the grave as dead, all the hopes 
of believers had died with him ; but behold, we 
have David's conifort : his foul was not left in hell, 
neither did he fee corruption, Pfal. xvi. lo. Here 
confider, ( i.)That God raifed up Chrift, A6ts ii. 24. 
U Him God hath raifed up, having loofed the pains 
of death ; becaufc it was not poflible that he fhould 
be holden of it." There was the weight of all the 
cled's fins lying on him as a grave-ftone. This 
was rolled away, and he was raifed up by the ex- 
ceeding greatnefs of God's power, Eph. i. 19. By 
this power, alfo, the Father declared him to be Jiis 
Son indeed, Rom. i. 4. ; and that he was fully fa- 
tisiied for the debt Chrift undertook- to pay.. 
Therefore, though Chrift himfelf .could have rolled 
away the ftone, yet an angel, God's officeir, is fent' 
to do it, to open the prifon-door; thereby declaring,. 
that the Judge had no more to exaft of him, that 
the debt was completely paid. (2.) Where he now: 
lives. It is in heaven, the better country, which 
we had forfeited by fin, but where we ftill would 
fain be. Forty days after his refurreftion, he af- 
cended into heaven. As a public perfon he died^ 
and as fuch he afcended. There the forerunner is 
for us entered, even Jcfus, made an High-Prieft 
for ever, after the order of Melchifedec. He is 
fet down on the Father's throne, and is at his right 
hand. Having offered his bloody facrifice, he .is 
now gone into the holieft of all, and there will con- 
tinue till the reftitution of all things. (3,) For what 
he lives. The apoftle tells us, that it is to make 
mterce&on for ua-, and he hinafcif foys, it is,to 
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J^nepare a place for us in his Father's hoofe, where 

5fcere are many manfions. He went there to take 

^tifeftment of heaven for us, and he lives to keep 

|!K)fle{fion. He lives there as the Advocate of tlu; 

faints, who have continual bufinefs at the court of 

Heaven, yet have no (kill to manage it ; « but,** 

fays Paul, << Chrift is entered there to appear in 

the prefence of God for us.** This is faid in allu-' 

fion to a cuftom among confederated ftates and 

princes, who have their agents, who, upcm all oc- 

cafions, appear in the prelence of the prince in 

behalf of thofe they repr jfent, and for whom they 

negotiate, to take up any emergent difierences, 

or manage whatever bufinefs may be put into their 

hands. ^We now go on, 

3. To the eternity of this life : The man Chrift 
lives^r evermon. Amen, Says Paul, " He ever 
liveth,'* and that as God-man. The faints cannot 
outlive dietr Advocate -, nay, through eternity they 
fhall beh(dd his glorious face. He will never lay 
afide our nature. He is now for ever out of the 
reach of death. He dieth no more, death hath no 
more dominion over him. Jofeph's brethren, when 
they iaw their father was dead, were in a great 
fear, left Jofeph (hould avenge the wrong they 
had done him. No fuch fear needs the believer 
have. Jefus lives for ever, to be the eternal bond of 
the laints eternal communion with God. For, feeing 
we can neither come to God by ourfelves, nor by 
ourfehres abide in communion with him, it is necef- 
fary, that as we come to God by Chrift,, fo by him 
alfo muft we abide with God for ever. The mem- 
bers muft receive influences and glory from their 
Head, to whom they (hall remain for ever united* 
He lives for ever, to be their prophet, for the 
Lamb is the light of the New Jerufalem, Rev. zxi. 
23.} andbcmUbetbeirfn^£QTC¥eiv^c^*>=^ 
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nueth for ever, having an unchangeable priefthooc» ■ 

Hcb. vii. 24. He will eternally reprefent his ow 

facrifice as the foundation of our eternal glory 

and as for his kingdom, it is an everlafling kin^^ 
dom, that fhall not be deilroyed, Dan. vii. i.^. 
L et us, 
4. Attend to his Mediatorial fovercignty. He 
hath the keys of hell and death. He hath a// 
. power over the prefent and future worlds. Hell 
^ and death are terrible to the believer ; but Chrift 

rv holds the keys of both. He went down to the 

grave, opened the door, and brought the keys 
away, with him. None go to hell but whom he 
fends there, and confequently the keys of heaven 
are in his hand ; which is here alfo underftood. 
He has ** all power in heaven and earth," Matth. 
xxviii. 1 8. Of this, Jofeph's exaltation in Egypt 
g was a type. Gen. xli. 40. And thefe keys are the 

r purchafe of his blood, Phil. ii. 8. 9. " Bccaufe he 

K^ humbled him&lf, and became obedient unto death, 
;;% even the death of the crofs. Wherefore God alfo 
hath highly exalted him, and given him a name, 
which is above every name," &c. 

Now, thefe things, the death, refurredion, life, 

and power of Jefus, may be confidcred three ways, 

in order to improve them for confolation to the 

^ faints, (i.) As patterns and examples.. It is the 

ordinary way of diftrefTed perfons, to conclude 

there is no forrow like their forrow ; and if ye can 

3? fatisfyingly anfwer that ordinary queilion of theirs> 

K Was ther^ ever any in my cafe that got fafely out 

of it ? you will do much to aDay their grief, and 

p raife their hopes. Thus we find the apoftle im* 

I proving the fufferings and glory of Chrift, Heb. 

xii. 3. « For confider him," fays he, " that endured 

. fuch contradiction of finners againft himfelf^ kft 

Ik.jvk weariedi aiid£amt ia.^m]; minds.'' yea, 
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Jefus himfelf fays. Rev. lii. 2i- "To him that 
^Vercometh will I grant to fit with me on my throne, 
^ven as I alfo overcame, and am fet down with my 
J^'ather on his throne." (2.) As pledges, afluring 
the faints of what they wifh for. Thus the apoftle 
improves the refurre^lion of Chrift, to aifure be- 
lievers they ihall not lie ever confuming in a grave, 
but fhsdl be raifed up to glory. Chrift fays he is 
rifen from the dead, the firft-fruits of thofe that 
ilept, I Cor. xv. 20. ; and Jefus tells us, that his 
life is a pledge of ours : ^< Becaufe I live, ye ihall 
live alfo," John xiv. 19. (3.) As containing in 
them fufficif nt falves for all theit fores. Thus are 
thefe the magazine of the faint's confolation, his 
wounds are the clefts of the rock, wherein the poor 
creature may fafely hide itfelf. Only bruife the 
fpices, pour out the ointment, confider them in 
their nature and efie£ls, and ajBTuredly they will 
fend forth a pleafant fmell, fufEcient to revive and 
comfort a fainting foul. ^We are now, 

n. To point out the nature of that confobtion 
which faints may derive from thefe. For this pur- 
pofe, let us take a view of the fountains of their 
fears and diftnift. 

I . There is the fupereminent glory and infinite 
majefty of the great God. This, when feen and 
confidered by poor worm man, whofe habitation is 
in the duft, is a great fource of fear. This made 
John fall down at his feet as dead. Who can be- 
hold the glorious majefty upon this earth, and not 
be ready to dwindle into nothing ? How do fome 
tremble at the view of their fellow -creatures exalt- 
ed above them in power and dignity ! But O what 
a vaft difproportion betwixt God and the greateft 
monarch ! This challenges our tear indeed, but 
the faints ou^ht nor to let it degenerate mte %?£^Vcv 
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fear. God has vailed his throne in the heavens, 
he fpreads his cloud upon it, Job xxvi. 9. This 
is the common benefit of mankind upon this earth. 
But the faints have another ground of confolation 
in the text ; and that is the deatli of Chrift, where- 
in we behold God incarnate, God made fiedi, 
God in our nature. Can ye not look ftraight for- 
ward to divine majefty, then fetch a compafs, and 
look through the vail of the flcfh of Chrift, and fo 
ye may fee God, and not die. << Often and will- 
ingly,'^ faid Luther, « would I thus look at God." 
2. Sin is another fountain of fear ; finfulnefs 
■• ' confidered with the nature of God. Here the fin- 

1^. • ner iirft fees guilt in himfelf, and juftice in God, 

fj. '. which two together make a very frightful fpec- 
^ tacle. It is the nature of guilt to bind over to pu- 

. J nifhment, and of juftice to infli£b it; fo that guilt 

\,^ is a great fource of fears. But fear not, O Chri- 

^ ■ ftian ; Chrift was dead, and is alive for evermore ; 

ij^i therefore tlie guilt that expofes to hell-fire is done 

away. Thou mayeft indeed be guilty, fo as to 
k' bring upon thee fatherly chaftifements for your 

f- amendment, but thou art not liable to eternal 

plagues. Tou may plead not guilty to the charges 
of die law as a covenant of works : " For if God 
be for us, who can be againft us ?" Rom. viii. 31. 
Upon the crofs there were two crucified, the Son 
■ [ of God, and tlie law of God. But the Son of 

■* God, by his becoming dead, bruifed to death the 

i law as a covenant of works, in refpe£l of believers. 

He took it out of the way, nailing it to his crofs, 
Colofl*. ii.' 14. Therefore the law, our firft huf-' 
^^ band, being dead, our relation to it is difTolved, 

^ i and we are legally married to Chrift, who was 

**.^ raifed from the dead, that we fhould bring forth 

fruit unto God. Juftice is fatisfied. . No flaming 
vJ Hands any more to guard the tree of life. 
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The ftorm hath exhauftcd itfelf upon Chrift ; fear 
not, but come forward. He died in our room. 
Juflice exa£bed, and he anfwered. Fear not old 
accounts, for God fpared not his own Son. A 
thoufand may fall at thy fide, and ten thoufand at 
thy right-hand, by the ftroke of juftioe, but it (hail 
not come nigh thee. Do ye doubt the complet&- 
nefs of the fatisfadiion ? fBehold Chrift in heaven, 
with the complete difcharge in his hand. He is 
out of prifon. He brought the keys with him, 
and is now on the throne. Everlafting righteouf- 
nefs is brought in, and it is put on thee by lum. He 
is made of God unto you righteoufnefs. Tour 
own is only filthy rags ; but that which is imputed 
unto you will abide the judgement of God, and 
endure for ever. — But 

3. The finner fees jjollution in himfelf, and ho- 
linefs in God. When they behold the fpotlefs 
purity of God, and themielves as an unclean 
thing, they are ready to fay, O will God look on 
vile me ? will thefe pure eyes caft a favourable 
glance on fuch a dunghill- worm ? Fear not, Chrift 
was dead, and is alive. He is made of God unto 
you fan£lification. Thou haft fome grace amidft 
a heap of corruptions. Though tliou feeft not 
what a luftre this cafts within thee, yet God fees 
it : " The king's daughter is aU glorious within," 
Pfal. xlv. 13- But look to your outer garments, 
which are of wrought gold, they will hide all your 
deformities. Though you are, in refpefl: of inhe- 
rent grace, but fair as the moon, yet your imputed 
righteoufnefs is clear as the fun. — ^To this fome 
may objeft, <« I am guilty of grofs fins, and that 
even fince the Lord began to deal with me." Fear 
not, Chrift died ; and if fo, God died for your fins, 
If he was God who died, when he was pouring 
out his bloodf he knew all the fins ^ou nvo\x\^ >^^ 
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guilt jr of, even after your converfion. He did not 
med his blood in vain, and therefore in his deadi 
be had eren thefe in his view ; and will not tlic 
blood of God be able to expiate the grodeft basi 
It cleanfeth from ail fin. Remember alfo, he is 
alive evermore to intercede for you; « If any maa 
fin, we have an Advocate with fhe Father," Jahii 
ii. I* If his blood was fufiicient for expiation, his 
tntercefljon cannot but be prevalent. — ** But I may 
fay, I fin evermore, and that breaks my fouL" 
tiar notf Chriid lives evermore ; and, if ye belie?e 
the apoftle, it is to make interceffion for you. If 
Chriic lives evermore, ye ihall not fin evermore : 
For he will not thus live alone without you ^ where 
he is, there you fhall be alfo, John xvii. 24. — " But 
the fin of my nature lies neareft my hieart : I am 
juft a lump of hell, and a mafs of fin. Ads o{ 
fin are tranfient, but this is permanent, and I can- 
not be freed of it.*' Fear not : Chrift died, and 
therefore, though it may make your way to heaven 
difiicult, yet ye (hall never be condemned for it. 
Nay, good news, O believer ! with the death of 
Chrifl fin got a fatal wound : Your old man was 
crucified with him, that the body of fin might be 
deftroyed, Rom. vi. 6. You wonder it is fo trouble- 
fome ; but why do ye do fo ? The old man is 
mortally wounded ; and can you think he will 
groan out his life in fileiice, and not move a tongue 
againft Chrift ? But as furely as Chrift came not 
down from the crofs till he breathed out his laft, fo 
furely (hall the body of death in you be deftroyed. 
3. Defertions are a caufe of fears. The deferted 
foul is aa affrighted foul. — Say fome, " Chrift is 
withdrawn from me : My fun has gone down : 
Nothing now but darknefs and confufion : I can 
fee no evidences of the Lord's love to me : I may 
iay ^as Job, ch. xxiii. 8. 9* " I go forward and back- 
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^ardybut I cannot perceive him.'* But fear not, 
^briftian ; it has been, and it will be^ better with 
you : Good news to you in your low date, Chrift 
^ed, and in his death he was forfaken of God ; 
ind yet he now enjoys the bofom of the Father, 
and the light of his countenance. Who would 
Qot be content to {(Alow Chrift, evoi through the 
Valley of the (hadow of death ? Ye pray, and :: 
feems ye are not heard ^ fo it was with Chriil ; 
« O my God,'' fold he, « thou heareft not,'' Pii!. 
xxiL 2. But though your Hufband be far ofr^ 
though you cannot fee him, yet he is not dead, he 
is alive ^ and if alive, he will come again, for he 
hateth putting away. Though ye feem to be out 
)f fight, yet ye are not out of mind ; he liveth cver- 
nore. Zion's account of Chiift under a fit of dc- 
Tertion, is not canonical, it is not orthodox, Ifa. 
dix. 14. — 16. « But Zion faid. The Lord hath 
'orf2Lken me, and my Lord hath forgotten me. 
2-^n a woman forget her fucking child, that (he 
[hould not have compaflion on the fon of her 
pfTomb ? yea, they may forget, yet will I not forget 
liee. Behold, I have graven thee upon the palms 
rf my hands, thy walls are continually before mc." 

To this the objection may be propofed, « But 
how can I endure to want the joys I have fomc- 
times had, and thefe blefled confolations ?" An- 
fwer, Trufl: in God, and have refpecl to the re- 
compence of the reward of grace. Will you dif- 
quiet yourfelves becaufe there is not a fecond fum- 
mer in one year ? Bleis God that helps you to the 
fight in any meafure -, wait patiently for his com- 
forts, and be conftantly at your work. — Again, fay 
Dthers, ** Were there no more in my cafe, I might 
keep heart ; but I am under dreadful apprehcn- 
fions of wrath, and tfiere are pofitive outgoings of 
God's anger againft my foul, as Job vi. 4. ^ I'he 
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arrows of the Almighty arc within mc." Hett, 1 
confefs, it is hard to ftand^ and not to fall down at 
his feet as dead. Yet we rouft fay, Fear na; for 
Chrift was dead, and the wrath of God was poured 
out into his foul, which melted his heart like wax 
in the midft of his bowels : Yet he fwam through 
this ocean. Now, that he is alive, is. a ple^ 
that ye (hall not drown : For, fays he, " bccaufc I 
live, ye ftiall live alfo." 

It was one of the ends of Chrift's death, to deli- 
ver you and the like of you, Heb. ii. 15. " And 
deliver them who through fear of death were att 
their lifetime fubjefk to bondage. You arc mif- 
taken, if you think the arrows are dipped in deadly 
poifon ', for Chrift was dead, and is alive, and the 
poifon of thefe arrows entered into his foul in full 
meafure, and he drank it up. Gal. iii. 13. << Cb^ 
hath redeemed us from the curfe of the law, bdi^ 
made a curfe for us : for it is written, Curfed is 
every one that hangeth on a tree." They will 
wound very fore, though there be ho poifon, no 
curfe in them. Your cloud has a white fide, if 
ye could difcem it 5 only believe, and ye fhall be 
eftabliflied. This is the heat of the battle vrith 
you. Keep hold of the death of Chrift is your 
fhield that will defend you. Look not on God, 
but through the veil of the flefti of Jefus. Dry 
ftubble may be fafe, if there be a ftrong cryftal- 
wall between it and the fire. Does God appear 
as a confuming fire? Chrift is the cryfl^-wall: 
fet him betwixt you and an angry God. The light 
of that fire will Ihine through him to refrefli you, 
but it will not burn through him. It has been 
often tried ; he is ftill alive, and ye fliaH live alfo. 
4. Temptations afe a fource of fears. Some* 
Umes Satan gets leave to dog faints at their heels. 
With what horrid temptations poor fouls may be 

haraffed, 
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^araffcd, fome know by fad experience : Fiery 
darts that they tremble to think of, and that they 
dare not name ! This fills them with fear : But to 
iuch I fay, Fear not. Chrift died, and is a!ive erer- 
more. He that dius lives evermore gave a deadly 
wound to the tempter. When Jefus was in t!ic 
world, Satan fet on him with the moft fevere temp- 
tations ; but Jefus overcame him, and at his death 
triumphed over him. He fpoiled principalities 
and powers, Col. ii. 15. « And having fpoiled 
principalities and powers, he made a fhew of them 
openly, triumphing m'er them in iL** You fee, 
then, that the enemy with whom yoa fight is al- 
ready vanquifhed9 and the victory of Jdus over 
him is a fure pledge of yours. Yea, as in the firft 
Adam we were all tempted and fell, fo in the fe- 
cond Adam we were tempted and flood ; and fo 
have overcome already in our Head. We have no 
more to do but cry to our Lord, who, from his 
own temptations, well knows how to fuccour his 
tempted people. We muft give the alarm, and 
handle our weapons. Though the fight may laft 
a while, yet it will come to an end, and we fliall be 
more than conquerors. Jefus is in heaven, wait- 
ing till his enemies be made his footdool ; aiid he 
will bruife Satan under our feet (hortly. 

5. Death is the caufe of much fear. O how 
hard is it to look on it with a ftayed countenance ! 
Death is terrible, in that it is a diflblution of na- 
ture, parts foul and body ; and therefore we are 
fo apt to fhudder at the thoughts of it. Bwtfear 
not ; for Chrift died. His precious foul and body 
were parted : So he orders us to travel no path 
but fuch as he hath tro^ before us. By his 
death he has deftroyed death ; he has unftinged it 
to the believer. Then, fear it not, it can do you 
no harm. << But death is terribki in that it takes us 
C 2 QWl 
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out of this world from all our enjoyments, frown 
our dearefl relations and friends, and fends us i.Ti« 
to anotlicr woild, where we know not a foot of 
ground, where we never faw a face. Were a ch^ild 
born with that judgement that men have, the fixft 
fight of this world might be terrible to them ; (o 
muft the unfeen world be to us." But /ear trcft: 
He that was dead is alive ; and when ye are car- 
ried off, you fliall be with him who is infinite]/ 
^ better than nil eartlily relations. Here is your 
comfort. Jefus hath the keys of hell and deatli. 
He is Lord fuprcme of that other world to which 
you are travelling. He fends you fuch word as Jo- 
I'eph fent his father. Gen. xlv. p. faying, « God 
hath made me Lord of all Egypt ; come down unto 
me, tarry not." O to believe it firmly ! 
, 6. And lafily^ Hell is a fountain of fears. Some- 
times the godly arc above, fometimes under the 
fears of hell. It is terrible, the thought of being 
excluded for ever the prefence of God ! <^ Who 
can abide with everlafting burnings ?" When we 
lo<5k down to the pit, it feems hard to efcape it ; 
when we look up to heaven, our fouls faint left wc 
never get there. ^xsX fear not : For Chrift died j 
;md if fo, he fuffered the torments thou fhouldft 
have fuffered in hell, as to the effentials of them. 
He was under the punifhment of lofs \ God for- 
fook him, Pfal. xxii. i . He endured the punifh- 
ment of fenfe, even to drops of blood, and the wrath 
of God poured into his foul : Then God will not 
require two jiayments for one debt. Chrift lives, 
he rofe, and entered heaven as a public perfon ; 
and therefore, believer, thou fhalt as furely go to 
heaven as if thou wert there already. Yea, the 
apoftle fays we are there already, Eph. ii. 6. " Wc 
arc raifed up together, and made to fit together in 
heavenly places in Chrift Jefus/' as our Head. Jcr 

fus 
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^Us lives for evermore ; and therefore, thou flialt 
*>e for ever with the Lord. He has the keys of hell 
^Tid death. Suppofc your father or bed friend 011 
Carth had thefe keys, would you be afraid ? But 
^c may have more confidence in Jefus than in ten 
^houfand fathers, or even tlic mothers that bare us. 
They may forfake us, and a mother may be found 
hat will not have compaflion on the fon of her 
vomb ; but, O believer, Jefus hath faid, " I will 
lot forget thee," Ifa. xlix. 15. 16. " Can a woman 
Forget her fucking child, that (he fhouid not have 
[Tompaifion on the fon of her womb ? yea, they may 
forget, yet will I not forget thee. Behold, I have 
graven thee upon the palms of my hands, thy walls 
are continually before me." Iliough Satan be 
the jailor of hell, yet he keeps not the kcvs ; they 
hang, believer, at the girdle of your bed friend. 
III. We fhall conclude with fome improvement. 

1 . From this fubjeft, we may infer the comfort- 
lefs (late of them that are out of Qirift. Arc the 
truths in the text grounds of confolation to the 
faints ? How, then, can they bear up who have no 
intereft in Chxift ? Nay, we might turn the black 
fide of this white cloud upon unbelievers, and tell 
them, that if Jefus died, how can they efcape ? If 
he be alive, he will avenge their contempt of him, 
and their negleft of his falvation. If he lives for 
evermore, then they will have an eternal enemy. 
If he has the keys of hell, then they cannot efcape 
that prifon ; or be refcued out of it. 

2. That it is the duty of Chriftians to improve 
thefe things for their a6lual comfort. Chriftian, 
(it dov^n at his table, and fuck the breads of con- 
folation. Build your comforts on thefe truths. 
Alas ! our comforts are often (hort lived, becaufe 
we do not found them fure enough. I will give 
you but a few notes concerning tins. {} .yCVv^ ?J^^- 

C 3 w.^ 
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ving of the Spirit cuts the throats of our comforts* 
(2.) Good men fometimes build their comforts on 
outward bleffings ; hence, when thefe are gone, 
iheir comfort is gone. (3.) On grace within diem, 
not on grace without them ; the comfort of fome 
dreams from their obedience principally, therefore 
it is foon dried up ; whereas the death and life 
of Chrift are liable to no change, as is our obe- 
dience. (4.) Upon the coming in oiF words to their 
minds. Hence, when a promife comes in, they 
are comforted ; when a threatening, all is gone. 
I do believe, that the Spirit comforts his people bv 
the word, and that he makes words come in witn 
an imprefSon on the foul, John xiv. 26. " He {hall 
teach you all things, and bring all things to your 
remembrance, whatfoever I have faid." But then 
thefe words lead the foul direift to Chrift, and to 
build our comfort on him 5 but it is not of God to 
build it on the bare impreffion of a comfortable 
word. . The coming in of a word fhould guide us 
to Chriil 5 and though the impreffion, the guide 
gp, yet we may keep our hold of him. — Here we 
are prefented with an objection, « But I fear I 
have nothing to do with thefe confolations." Anf, 
Are you this day willing to take Chrift ? Then give 
your confent, and he is yours, and all is yours : 
•* .\y hofoever will, let him take of the water of life 
freely," Rev. xxii. 1 7. Ohj. " But I fear I am not 
fincere, in that I am a£luated from fear of hell, 
and hope of reward." Anf. If ye fear not God's 
wrath, fo as to endeavour to efcape it, ye aie defpi- 
fers of God \ if ye defire not falvation, fo as to la- 
bour for it, ye are monftrous murderers of your 
own fouls. Let your felf-love only be regular, and 
it is commendable; and then it is regular, when 
your defires of happinefs are carried towards it 
through Chrift and the way of holinefs ; fo that 

^our 
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your foul longs for Chrift as well as falvation, and 
ye defire to be h6ly as well as happy. It is regu- 
lar, when it is fubordinate to the will of Qod ; and 
that is, when the man juftifies God, though he 
fhould caft him off, and yet, come what will, is re- 
folved to cleave to the Lord and his way. 

A word to other two fources of the faint's fears. 
I. Weaknefs and fpiiitual inability for the duties 
of religion. .The foul taking a view of the great 
work it has to do, what ftrong lulls are to be mor- 
tified, temptations refilled, duties performed ; and 
then, confidering how weak and unable it is for 
any of thefe things, it is even ready to fink. But 
fearnct : Chrift died, &c. Hcb. xii. 12. " Where- 
fore, lift up the hands which hang down, and the 
feeble knees :** Chrift died, and therefore ftrength 
for duty is purchafed. In the firll Adam, the in- 
fluences of die Spirit were forfeited ; in tlie fecond 
Adam, they are bought back again. The well-or- 
dered covenant is fealed and confirmed. There is 
a fulnefs in the covenant for all your wants. There 
are promifes in it that will anfwer all your needs. 
Now, the covenant is confirmed, for the teftator is 
dead. Chrift livetli : He arofe from death, and 
lives evermore ; therefore, he that has the belie- 
ver's ftock of ftrength is alive. Adam got our firft 
ftock, but he became infolvent 5 Chrift got the next, 
he liveth in the court of heaven as a public perfon, 
and treafury of ftrength, «« Of his fulnefs have all 
we received, and grace for grace," John i. 16. 

The believer's Surety to the Father ftands good ; 
and what need they fear as long as their cautioner 
holds foot ? Chrift is the believer's cautioner for 
fand^ification and perfeverance, John x. 28. and 
chap. xvii. 1 2. « While I was with them in the 
world, I kept them in thy name : thofe that thou 
gaveft me I have kept, and none of them is loft^ 
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but the fon of perdition •, that the fcripture mighf 
be fulfilled." Therefore he is called « thcfurctyt)f 
a better teftament," Heb. vii. 22. Now, he will 
not fee his people in want of what is neceflarv for 
their through-bearing. He lives for that end, to 
difpenfe the benefits of the covenant. He holds 
the keys, therefore they iliall not want. The Spirit 
is given by virtue of his afcenfion, John xvi. 7. 
*« Neverthelefs, I tfcll you the truth, it is expedient 
for you that I go away ; for if I go not away, the 
Comforter will not come unto you : but if I de- 
part, I will fend him unto you." For what pur- 
pofe was Jofeph lent to Egypt, and exalted there, 
but to provide for his father's family, being there* 
in a notable type of Chrifl; ? Well, then, fear not i 
' wiles help weak folk. Though ye want ifa-ength, 
yet you have wifdom afforded you, even in beta- 
king yourfelves to Chrifl. I may allude to that, 
Prov. XXX. 24.-29. " There be four things ^vidiich 
are little upon the earth, but they are exceeding 
wife. The ants are a people not ftrong, yet they 
prepare their meat in the fummer 5 the conies are 
but a feeble flock, yet make they their houfes in 
the rocks •, the locufts have no king, yet go they 
forth all of them by bands 5 the fpider taketh hold 
with her hands, and is in kings palaces." Ye 
have the wifdom of the ants, to provide your meat 
in fummer ; of the conies, to build in the Rock 
Chrift ; of the locufls, not to fet out alone 5 and 
of the fpiders, to be in the palace of the great 
King, holding by the promifes. 2 Cor. xii. 9. 
«* My grace is fufficientfor thee ; for my flrength 
is made perfeft in weaknefs." 

2. The danger of an evil time is another fourcc 
of fear. Pfal. xlix. 5. " Wherefore fhould I fear 
in the days-of evil, when the iniquity of my heels 
fliall compafs me about ? Two things there look 

^haflly 
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ghaftly upon them, (i.) The hazard of (inning. 
An evil time is a time of many fnares. The foul 
is afraid that he will never {land out, but one day 
will fall. Fear not : — Chrift died, and it was an 
evil time, a time of many fnares, yet he came fafc 
off. This he did as a public perfon, and fo it is a 
pledge that ye (hall alfo be carried through ; fee 
Heb. iv 14. — 16. Chrift lives evermore, there- 
fore ye may fay, as David, Pfal. xviii. 46. 48. 
<« The I^rd liveth, and blefled be my rock ; and 
let the God of my falvation be exalted. He deli- 
vereth me from mine enemies," &c. He lives to 
intercede, which was Peter's fecurity : " I have," 
fays he, ** prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not." 
He is bufy for his people, when they have moft 
need. (2.) There is hazard of fufFering, and that 
IS frightful to flefli and blood. Fear not : — Chrilt 
died, and therefore the bitter dregs of the cup arc 
drunken off. He was forfaken in his fufferings, 
that you might be fupported in your fufferings. — 
Your fufferings will but conform you to Chrift 
your head. Chrift liveth, and therefore ye fhall be 
fupported in fuffering, that the world may know 
that he who was dead is alive. Remarkable is tliat 
word, 2 Cor. iv. 10. ** Always bearing about in 
the body the dying of the Lord Jefus, that the life 
of Jefus alfo might be made manifcft in our body." 
A fuftering time is a fpecial feafon in which Chrift 
ufes to appear. We read thrice of Chrift's hour, 
John, xiii.i. "Now, before the feaft of the paff- 
over, when Jefus knew that his hour was come, 
that he fhould depart out of this world unto the Fa- 
ther, having loved his own which were in the world, 
he loved theai unto the end." Ch. xvii. i. "Thefe 
words fpake Jefus, — Father, the hour is come," &c. 
That was an hour of darknefs. John ii. 4. « Jefus 
faith unto her. Woman, what have I to do with 
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thee ? mine hour is not yet come.** That was an 
hour wherein the wine was done, and the pots 
were filled with water ; you know what followed. 
Here it may be obje^ed, " But what if ordinan- 
ces be taken away ? Jnfiv. If they be, the God 
of ordinances endures for ever. Chrifl livethi 
«« and he (hall be for a fanduary," Ifa. viii. 14. 
And fays God by Ezekiel, concerning his fcattered 
people, " Yet will I be to them as a little fandu- 
ary in tlie countries where they (hall come," chap, 
xi. 1 6. When there was no ordinary food to be 
jot in the wildemefs, it was fent down from 
neavtn. Though our kirk-doors fhould be ihut, 
heaven's door fhall be open as long as Chrift liveth. 
— O^'. •* But I think I am very unfruitful under 
ordinances." Anf. It is the greater fhame ! But 
if this be thy trouble, know that Chnft liveth ; 
and therefore, if there be fap in the root, there is 
always hope of the branches. There is enough 
there, draw it out. But as Chrift firft died, then 
arofe, fo the believer grows downward as well as 
upward. If ye have a heart-memory, though yc 
tvant a head-memory, it is well. — Obj. «< But what 
(hall tliofe do, when they are feized with fear and 
difcoutagement, and cannot tell wherefor ?" Anf, 
The Lqfrd may fometimes exercife his people fo, 
to fhew them their own weaknefs and nothingnefs. 
But poffiUy it may be the majefty of God that fo 
afie£ls thee, and the reafoii why it is not difcenied 
to be fo, may be an intimation of the Lord's love 
juft going before it. See Dan. x. 10. — 12. <« And 
behold, a hand touched me, which fet me upon 
my knees, and upon the palms of my hands. And 
he faid unto me, O Daniel, a man greatly beloved, 
underftand the words that I fpeak unto thee, and 
ftand upright ; for unto thee am I now fent : and 
when he had fpoken this word unto me, I ilood 
H^ trembling." 
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trembling." But however it be, the only cure is 
believing, PCd. xxyii. 13. "1 had fainted, unlefs 
I had believed to fee the goodnefs of the Lord in 
the land of the living." The fooner you believe, 
the better ; for in this cafe a man is like one that 
is going to ride a great water that is increaling ; 
the longer he delays, the water grows ft ill the 
greater. 

Now, the way to make ufe of thefe things, {o 
as to draw comfort from them, is to believe. 
There is, in the firft place, a firm affent to the 
truths revealed, i John^ v. 5. "Who is he that ovcr- 
cometh the world, but he that believeth that Jefus 
is the Son of God ?" then, an aft of faith, reali- 
fing thefe things, Heb. xi. 1. " Now, faith is the 
fubflance of things hoped for, the evidence of 
things not feen." To which may be added, an 
aft of aflurance. Gal. ii. 20. " I am crucified with 
Chrift ; neverthelefs I live ; yet not I, but Chrift 
liveth in me ; and the life which I now live in the 
flefh, I live by the faith of the Son of God, who 
loved me, and gave himfelf for me." If ye cannot 
reach to all this extent, yet you may reach an aft 
of adherence. A trembling hand may draw the 
water of confolation out of the wells of falvation. 
Amen. 
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SERMON II. 



IsA. lix. 2. — But your imquUiei have feparated be' 
tnveen you and your God^ and yourjins have hid hit 
face from you^ that he ivill not hear. 



WHEN we look abroad through the world, 
many fad fights may be feen ; but amongft 
the moft lamentable is man, who was by the Lord 
planted a noble vine, wholly a right feed, but now 
turned into the .degenerate plant of a ftrange vine. 
Some are lying mouldering in the grave of a grace- 
lefs (late, noifome to God and to good men; 
fomc are hi a withered ftate, their former beauty 
gone, and death has fettled down on their faceSt 
becaufe God, the life and foul of their fouls^ is 
gone. If they inquire, with Rebekah, Why am 
I thus ? the anfwer is in the text : Tour iniguittest 
Sec. 

In thefe words, we have, i/?, a dreadful evil 

that 

* Delivered Nov. 3. tjoC. 
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tliat this people was under, feparation from God, 
Xdly^ The party at whofe door the blame lies, they 
who have made the breach. 3^^,The procuring caufe 
of this evil, jour iniquities. 

As to the I/?, Separation is either good or bad, 
according to the quality of the term from which 
men are feparated. But the feparation here i^ 
held forth as an evil, and that the greateft evil \ 
for it is a feparation from God, an evil which is fo 
heavy, that, when felt, it is enough to make a 
Cain groan, and (ay, << It is greater than I can 
bear," Gen. iv. 13. Sin makes many feparations. 
It feparates the neareft relations ; it feparates the 
foul from the body. But all thefe are inconfider- 
able in refpe£l of this, the feparation of the foul 
from God. — ^It is* an evil ftill greater, for it is a 
feparation from a covenanted God, tour Goo. 
Free love had feparated Krael^ from all other 
people on the earth, and made them the Lord's 
by a peculiar relation ; but (in feparates betwixt 
them and that God to whom they were thus joined* 
That tlicre fliould be a feparation betwixt God and 
the Gentile world, who had profefTedly joined 
themfelves to other gods, is not to be wondered 
at ; but how dreadful is this, to be feparated from 
our God ! No fall is like a fall to hell from ofF 
heaven's threfhold. The higher perfohs are raifed 
up, the lower do they link when they fall. 

2. Who are to blame ? Why, men are ready to 
fay, God is an auftere matter, and forgetful of the 
children of men \ and from our firft fadier we have 
it as hereditarys rather to lay the blame on Gcd, 
than to take it to ourfelves. Therefore, he clears 
himfelf of it, ver. i. (hewing he wants neither 
power nor will to help them, on due application ; 
and accordingly, he lays the blame where it diould 
be, even* on themfehe^. lliey made the \)Ie3ld^ \ 

Vol. I. .D \\:.<t>^ 
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they may thank themfelves for what they Ik un- 
der, for they have drawn it on widi their own 
liands. 

3. How have they done it ? Has God, who is 
esEalted above the heavens, withdrawn from theoii 
becaufe they are on the earth as nothing befoit 
him ? Cannot Infinite Majeft v lodge with the finl 
in a cottage of clay ? Has he Separated from them, 
becaufe tliey are mean, hated and defpifed by dietr 
neighbours round about them ? No, no ; none of 
thefe are the caufes. Their iniquities are the only 
eaufe of all. Nothin? but fin could part them. 
Sin is the only make-bate betwixt God and yoa« 
This fubjedi afibrds us this 

Doctrine, viz. However light people think of 
fin, yet it is that which is of fo ^eadful efficacy, 
as to make a feparation betwixt God and the fin* 
ner. Sin fepamtes between God and a fouL 

In difcourfing which, I (hall (hew, 

I. What is that feparation which fin makes be- 
twixt God and fouls« 

IL I (hall evince the greatnefs of the evil of fepa- 
ration from God, which many go fo lightly nnder. 

III. Inquire how fin makes this feparation be- 
twixt God and the foul. 

IV. Make fome pra£^ical improvement.— I am 
to ihew, 

I. What is that feparation which fin makes 
betwixt God and a foul. It is not a local fe- 
paration ; for ** he is not far from every one of 
us, for in him we live, move, and have our being." 
A^s xvii. 27. 28. The wicked would fain be at 
a local feparation, and therefore, in their vain ima- 
ginations, they (hut up God in heaven, that he 
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may not fee what is done on earth. But the im- 
menfity and omniprefence of God make this fim^ 
ply impoffible ; for as he is God, he is intimately 
prefent with us, even in the very centre of our 
fouls ; fo that, unleCs our fins could undeify him, 
(if the expreiBon may be ufed), they can make no 
local feparation betwixt him and us. Hence it is 
remarkable, that even in hell the wicked (hall be 
punifhed from the prefence of the Lord, 2 TheiH 
i. 9. He will not fend his ftrokes upon them 
ffom heaven, or from afar, though he could pre- 
ferve the force of them by the way, but he will 
eredhis throne of juftice among them : « Whi- 
ther {hall I go from thj fpirit ? or whither (hall I 
flee from thy prefence r If I afcend up into hea- 
ven, thou art there : if I make mv bed in hell, be- 
hc^ thou art there : If I take tne wings of the 
morning, and dwell in the uttermoft parts of the 
fea, even there fhall thy hand lead me, and thy 
right-hand fhall hold me,** Pfal. cxxxix. 7* — lo. 
But it is a relative feparation, inferring a diftance 
of oppodtion betwixt God and the foul, and affect- 
ing the man's fUt^ or cafe, or both. It makes 
fuch a feparation as is made by whifperers be- 
twixt friends : « A whifperer," faith Solomon, 
" feparateth chief friends." This being die cafe, 
the Lord's countenance is not towards the fmner 
as it was before the breach was made. And as 
by fin there is an alienating of the tinner's afifec- 
tion from God, fo in God there is fomething e- 
quivalent to the alienation of a^Feckions from the 
finner, for ailcdions are not properly afcribed to 
God. Thus, concerning every one that fcparatctfi 
himfelf from the Lord, and letteth up his idob 
in his heart, God faith^ Ezek. xiv. 8. « I will fet 
my face againfl that man, and will make him a Ggn 
and a proverb, and I will cut him off ixova uv^ 
D 2 tiv\^^. 
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mulft of my people, and ye fhall kxnw thzt I am 
the Lord." 

As to this feparation, wc obfcnrc, 

J . That in it there is fomcthing negative ; and 
that is, the Lord denies them the inflaences of hb 
grace, countenance, and fellowfhip ; they arc (fe- 
privcd of benefits^ their (ins with4icld good tUngs 
from them, llic fcripture . expreflfcth it by Ac 
lx>rd*s hiding his face from finners, as it is find in 
the text, by (hewing them the back^ and not die 
faccy Jcretn. xviii. 17. ; by forgetting thein^ Hof. 
iv. 6. llius the fun of many is gone down^ they 
** (tumble at noon, as in the night, and arein defio- 
late places as dead men," Ifa. lix. 10. They go up 
and down in the world, as walking ftatues, carry- 
mg dead fouls in their bodies as living co£Bns ; fo 
Goil is gone, and his glory is departed from them. 

2. There is fomething pofitlve in it, fin kindles a 
fire agninft the foul. ( i .) There is a Handing con- 
trovcrfy God has againft finners, Amos iii. j. 
" Can two walk together except they be agreed r 
God is difpleafed with the creature, his Spirit is 

Sieved at him. Anger refl% in die bofom of 
od againft the finner, as long as he keeps the fin- 
ful morfel under his tongue, which, though pka- 
fant to the poor fool in the mean time, is moft dif- 
pleadng to a holy God. (2.) There is a purfuing 
of this controverly againft the (inner ; fome pofi- 
tive outgoings of God's anger againft the foul, in 
angry looks, which, if perceived, are enough to put 
the (louteft (inner out of countenance. In this 
way did the Lord look unto the hoft of the Egyp- 
tians, through the pillar of (ire and of the cloud, 
and troubled them, Exod. xiv. 24. Angry word% 
even fad threats, miniftered by the word and the 
man's confcience \ alfo fad ftrokes upon the foul, 

fooictimcs 
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ibmetimes upon the body> fometimes on both at 
once, are meafured out. 

But to this it may be obje&ed, fays one, << Hap- 
py am I then, for I fee no fiich thing/' ^nf. 
Were there no more upon moft of us than we 
Feel, we would have a very light burden either of 
Gn or wrath upon us. But take heed ye be not 
ike Ephraim, Hofea,. virl 9.. « Strangers have de- 
voured his ftrength, and he knoweth it not ; yea, 
jrray hairs are here and there upon him, yet he 
buioweth it not." Or like the Ephefians, chap. iv. 
zp. " Who being pad feeling, gave themfelves over 
into lafciviouihefs, to work. all. uneleannefs with 
^reedineffl." Are you going on in your (ins ? then 
>e fure^ God is going on againft you, purfuing his 
)uarrel ; and even in fmall things, if it were but 
lie mifcarrying of a balket of bread,. the cuife of 
Sod is in it to a wicked man, . which makes it in 
tfelf very heavy. There are two kinds of ftrokes 
ipon the foul : (i.) Deadening ftrokes ; thefe are 
ecret ftrokes which God gives, and they are not 
:a(ily perceived. By them the confcience is dead- 
ened, the foul ftupified, and thus the man is fat- 
lened for the day of daughter. People think ne- 
rcr to get their fill of eafe, and fometimes the Lord 
Jives Aem enough of it : Hof. iv. 17. " Ephraim 
s joined to his idols, let him alone," (Heb. give 
'nm re/l). (2.) Quickening ftrokes : Hof. v. 14. 
< For I wiU be to Ephraim as a lion, and as a 
roung lion to the houfe of Judah ; J, even I, will 
ear and go away, and no one ftiall refcue him." 
ij fuch ftrokes the confcience is made like mount 
>inai, when there viras nothing but thunder and 
ightning, and the found of the trumpet waxing 
ouder and louder. Many men's consciences are 
ike iron taken out of the fire, and having lain a 
D3 VvUk^ 
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little, no fire appears there ; but when fome drops 
of water fall on it, it makes a hiffing noife. 

Bat the objeftor ftill fays, <« On the contrary, I 
find Providence very favourable to me.** Anf. Is it 
in fpiritual good things ? findeft thou that becaufe 
he -lives, thou lived alfo ? Is Providence kind to 
thee in influences of grace, communion with God ? 
furcly, then, Chrift has taken away the feparation- 
wall. But is it in external things ? then know 
that thefe are no difcriminating marks of neamefs 
to God ; fee Job xxi. 7. God is kind to you as 
ye are to him, Levit. xxvi. 27. " And if yc will 
not for all this hearken unto me, but walk contrary 
tmto me, then I will walk contrary unto you alio 
in fury." He tells them tliey walked with him 
by accident, by the by, when they chanced to light 
on him ; and he fays he vHU walk with them fo 
too,; What good the wicked does, is for another 
end than the glory of God \ and what good he 
does to them, is oftentimes in wrath. 

Now this feparation is twofold: i. Total, agree- 
ing to the wicked only, to whom, in refpeft of their 
ftate, God is an enemy. This is that ftatc of repa- 
ration from God in which we are born, produced 
by Adam's fin, Rom. v. 12. " Wherefore, as by 
one man fin entered into the world, and death by 
fin \ and fo death paflTed upon all men, for that aU. 
have finned." This, to fome, even to the eled, is only 
temporary, the feparation-wall being pulled down, 
and they brought near by the blood of Chrift applied 
by -faith at th^ir coiiverfion, Ephef. ii. 13. To others 
it is eternal, who living and dying in a ftate of di-, 
ftance from God, aie feparated from God, foul and 
body in hell for evermore ; according to that, 
<« Depart from me, ye curfed, into everlatting fire." 
This eternal feparation is not meant in the text, 
but it is a certain confequent of the other, if it is 

continued 
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continued in, for none are brought near to God in 
glory, who are not, by grace, firft brought near to 
him here. 

2. There is a partial reparation, which agrees to 
the godly, who have the root of the matter in 
them. Sometimes the Lord is provoked to with- 
draw from his own people : " 1 opened," fays the 
fpoufe, "Song v. 6. *< to my beloved, but my be- 
loved had withdrawn himfelf j my foul failed when 
he fpake ; I fought him, but I could not find him; 
I called him,but he gave me no anfwer." Sometimes 
Chrift's garden is left, fo tliat there is no blowing of 
the Spirit there, Song, iv. i6. Hence the faints 
are fo often praying to God to return to them. 
Often may we fee the King's children, having their 
white robes fullied with tears, and roiled in the 
duft, becaufe of a departed God. What a mourn- 
ful voice has the fweet finger of Ifrael often, under 
defertions and hidings of God's fac^ I Heman 
looks upon himfelf as a burgefs of the land of dark- 
ncfs, not only forfaken^ but forgotten^ Pfal. yiii. 8. 
This makes them, with Job, cry out, " O ! that it 
were with me as in months pail, when the candle 
of the Lord ihone oi> my head !" 

n. I SHALL evince the greatnefs of the evil of fe- 
paration from God, which many go fo light under. 
Alas ! many reign like kings with God ;. they be 
like king Saul, when God departed from him j but 
how fad a thing this is^ will appear, if we confider, 

I. What God is. Every thing in God fpeaks 
terror to thofe that are feparated from hinv, I 
ihall only take notice of thefe following : (i.) God 
is the chief ^ood ; and therefore, to be feparated 
from God is the chief evil. Our native country 
we lock on as good ; and therefore, to be baniihed 
from it is a heavy trial. Relations are good^ \\& 
and libert/ sltc good 5 and theteioie, to \>^ ^^^ 
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ved of them is very afRiding. But God b the 
chief good ; all thefe petty good things difappeaor, 
and dwindle into nothing, when compared vith 
God. How dreadful, then, muft it be to be kpt- 
rated from him ! If the enjoyment of him is the 
higheft pinnncle of happinel's, feparation from him 
is die lowcit ilep of mifery. It is often obfcrved. 
as an aggravation of the iufierings of the primitife 
Chriftians, that they fufiered not only from the 
Emperors who were accounted monfters of men, 
but alfo from thofe who were admired by the peopk 
for their virtues. Surely, then, to be caft off by 
Goodnefs itfelf in infinite perfe^on, muft be veiT 
didrefling. (a.) God is all^fufficient in himfen, 
and to the creatures. The enjoyment of hun makes 
truly happy; and therefore, to be feparated from 
him is a dreadful evil. While David thinks on 
God as his portion, his heart-leaps for joy : << The 
lines," fays he, *< are fallen unto me in pkafimt 
places ; yea, I have a goodly herita^,'' Pfal. Xfi. 
6. — 9. While Cain fees himfelf driven from his 
prefence, his puniihment appears intolerable. Hie 
frowns of thofe we depend upon, and cannot live 
without, are very grievous. To forfake the «< foun- 
tain of living waters," Jer. ii. 13. is held forth as a- 
preat evil of fin ; and to be partially feparated from 
it, muft alfo be a great puniihment. (3.) The omni- • 
potence of God. Job takes notice, that «< the arrows 
ihot againft him were arrows of the Almighty," 
Job, vi. 4. Let all the men on earth, and devils in 
hell, let the angels come down and help to draw 
the bow, ftill it is but finite power againft the 
fnan ; but how terrible would it be, to be a mark 
to thefe arrows ! how much more, when the Om- 
nipotent God purfues the quarrel ! (4.) ^fhe ab- 
folutenefs of God. Let men and devils work 
•gainft the finuCTj let them do their utmoft, there 
t- 18 
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ne that can ftay their hands, and fay' to each of 
ra, « What doft thou ?" but God is a King 
inll whom there is no rifing up. There is none 

can ftay his hand, or fay unto him, •< What 

1 thou ?" Dan. iv. 35. Can the pots hinder the 
ter to dafh them all in pieces ? Or can worm 
n (hake off tlie yoke of God's abfolute domi- 
n, and live in a feparate ftate from him ? (5.) 
•d is eternal. If a great man be our enemy, we 
>w always death will end the quarrel ; if we 
re fuch an one to be our friend, yet death will 

up his hands, that he can give us no more fa- 
irs : but God endures for ever. Had a man 
: only the earth, but the heavens for his portion, 
; <« the earth {hall be burnt up, and the heavens 
X old as a garment;" thieves may fteal away 
: covetous man's treafures out of his bams and 
lers ; moths may confume what remains, the 
fH in wicked men may take away all he has in 
: world ; only God is an everlafting friend and 
rtion. It muft, then, be very fad to be fcpaiated 
m fuch an one. 

2. All created things are empty and unfatisfa£l:ory* 
ley are a lie, alluring afar ofF^ but when men 
ne near, they anfwer not their expeclations. 
le world, that bulky vanity, that great round no- 
ng, can no more fill tlie heart, than a triangle a 
cle. All created things ftand as two lame legs 
der vanity and infufficiency. He was a fool, in- 
sd, that laid up for his foul in his barns, as if his 
ine and his foul could have fed at one trough, 
in had the broad world to find himfclf fT?pport, 
t all was faplefs : His punifliment from God's 
:c was greater than he could bear. Where God 
wanting, there is a void which a thoufand worlds 
nnot fill up i and therefore, if you know the 
itb, ye would fay to your fins, to your lufts^ " Yc 
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have taken away my God, and what have I more ?" 

3. To be feparated from God is the faddeft 
plague out of hell. When God departs, he leaves 
a burden on the foul behind him, which, when felt, 
will make the foul to roar : <* Yea, woe alfo to 
them when I depart from them," Hof. ix. 12. 
Who can tell the ills the iinner is expofed unto, 
when once (in feparates between God and hiro« 
Saul felt a total feparation ; and what a defperate 
projed did it fet him upon ! Job felt a partial fe- 
paration, which was fo heavy, that his foul chooied 
« ftrangling and death, rather than life/' Job| 
vii. 15. 

4. Nay, it is a very hell to be ^feparated from 
God. Therefore David complains, << that the 
forr^ws of death compaiTed him, and that the paim 
of hell got hold upon him,'* Pfal. cxvi. 3, Evca 
coals of hell are caft upon the godly in this world, 
when their fins have made this feparation ; only 
they are foftened with love, whereas thofe caft 
upon the wicked are dipped in the poifon of the 
curfe. Men by tlieir fins now greedily fue out t 
Reparation from God. What will hell be, but a 
giving them thc» will ? For the torments of hdl 
are fummed up in that, " Depart from me, I know 
you riot.** 

5. I (hall only add, that thofe that continue in t 
ftate of feparation from God, have no quarter to 
which they can turn for comfort in an evil day. 
We know not what fad trials we may live to fee. 
When men that are feeking great things for them- 
felves now, may think they are come well to, if 
they get Baruch's part, their life for a prey ; but 
for a man to be in Sampfon*s cafe, the Philiftines 
upon him, and God departed from him, muft be 
heavy indeed. We mull all die : this we know. 

a man fqueeze his ciilcrns, then, with which 
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iie now folaccs himfelf in his reparation from God, 
what will they do for him ? they will not be able to 
ftay his fleeting and fainting foul. We muft rife a- 
gain. Willthegodsye nowferve help you then ? Will 
me fea, the rocks, or mountains, fall on him, will the 
earth cover him, who to enjoy it incurred a fepa- 
ration from God ? No, no ! O ungrateful earth, 
that the man confumed time, heart, and ftrength 
upon, wliile his days lafted, that will not take part 
with him, now when he is not able to do for him- 
felf. We muft ftand before his tribunal, and come 
near before his throne for judgement, whofe pre- 
fence we now forfeit for the fatisfying of our lufts. 
What will comfort us then, when we fee we have 
pafled this partial ftate of feparation from God, as 
a fhort preface to an eternal feparation from him. 

in. I AM now to inquire, How fin makes this 
feparation betwixt God and a foul ? 

1. There is the guilt of fin, whereby the finner 
is bound over to mifery for his fin. God, from 
vindicative juftice, ads againft the wicked -, and 
this juftice of his naturally requires punifhment to 
be infilled on the finner, according to the law. 
Hence, when Adam finn^, a flaming fword was 
fet to keep him oflPfrom the tree of life. The en- 
joyment of God is the greatcft good ; now, juftice 
will not permit this, while guilt remains untaken 
away; and therefore, feparation from God necef- 
farily follows. As to the godly, by their guilt they 
are bound over to fatherly anger and chaftifements, 
whereof that partial feparation from God is the 
chief part. 

2. There is the ftain and defilement of fin. Now, 
God 19 of purer eyes than to behold evil. An un- 
holy finner cannot have communion with z holy 
God ; and in regard tliat tome are altogethei "^oV 
luiedj they sue therefore altogether fepai^Xed ttom 
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God. Others arc only in part polluted^ by reafoii 
of Ibmc one or more (Ins regarded in their hearts ; 
therefore are under that partial feparation, Pial. 
Ixvi. 1 8. •< If I regard iniquity in my heart, the 
Ix>rd will not hear me.** The leper, for his un- 
cle inncfs, was put without the camp ; fo is the fin- 
Dcr. They only are admitted to fland in the hdy 
place, who have clean hands and a pure heart, 
PfaL xxiv. 4. Hence fays James, chap. iv. 8. . 
« Draw near to God, and he will draw near to 
you : cleanfe your hands, ye tinners j and puriff 
your hearts, ye double minded." — ^It remains, 

IV. That I make fome pra£lical improvement ' 
from this fubject. We have, 

1 . An ufe of information. We may hence fee,(i.)^ 
That it is iln which makes a land weak, mean, and 
contemptible, and is the caufe of all national calami- 
ty, for iin feparates bctiveen them and their God. 
'rhen thtir ilrength is departed from them; and 
therefore, thourh tl-.e neor]e fliould unite with one 
another, there is little good to be expeded fo long 
as fuch abominations abound in the land, fetting 
God againft us. O that we might fee the day, 
when, uniting with Plca^en, we might be zealouflf 
affefted in reformation, and the heaven-daring abo- 
minations chat abound, in principle and pradicc, 
be zealoufly fupprelTed. But every one minds 
their own things, few the thirics that areChrift's. 
(2.) Why fo few have communion with God in 
ordinances, public, private, and fecret. Are there 
not many at public ordinances dead and lifelefs, 
fitting like idols that have eyes anu fee not, hands 
but handle not ? Why, fin lias feparated between 
God and them. Hence they go as they came ; no 
intercourfe with God. The Lord goes by them, 
and comes by them, fpeaks to the hearts of others, 
not to them. They cannot wiVV x.o^'CbKi \ W 
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they are not agreed. (3.) Why fo many flight re- 
ligious duties ? Some wiil not bow a knee to 
God ; they will not commune with their hearts, 
nor converic with God. Sin hath feparated them ; 
and what pleafure can they take to converfe with 
an enemy, or one ttiat has turned his back to them ? 
Hence fome are not afraid of any company fo 
much as themfelves; and therefore, if their con- 
fciences begin to fpeak, thejr labour fome way or 
other to divert it. (4.) Whence is the root or 
caufe of all the mifery profeilbrs are lying under at 
this day ? Security, barrennefs, withering, defer- 
tion, and the like. What wonder that it be fo ? 
They may thank themfelves for the whole. It it 
their dallying with fome bofom-idol, their gi ieving 
the Spirit, and (lighting his motions and convic- 
tions, their worldlinefs and unwatchfulnefs : thefe 
are the root, the caufe of all their mifery. 

2. An ufe of exhortation, (i.) ^^ thofe who 
enjoy nearnefs to God. O beware of fih ! If ye 
give way to it, it will foon turn your wine into wa- 
ter, and overcloud your enjoyments. Live at a 
■ diilance from it ; for it is the very thing from 
which you are in fuch great hazard. (2.) To tliofe 
who are by their fins feparated from God. Break 
off your courfe of fin, continue not in it. Is not 
the feparation-wall high enough, and thick enough 
already ? what needs more be added ? What fhai! 
you do to get the feparation taken away ? — ^Lay 
hold on the Lord Jefus by faith, Ifa. xxvii. 5. « Let 
him take hold of my ftrength, that he may make 
peace with me ; and he fliall make peace with me." 
Jefus is the ladder that knits heaven and earth to- 
gether. It is by him that God reconciles the world 
to himfelf. His blood takes away both guilt and 
pollution. It purges the confcience from dead 
works to ferve the living God. Though GoA. 

Vox* /. E \i"C^\^ 
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hears coc Snacrs, yet in CkaUk he is well pkafed^ 
and through him thcr msj find accds to, and ac- 
ceptance vith him. He is our peace : He is the 
Ifediator bti w mn GcmI and manw— -Repenti and 
turn from toot fins. There is no concord be- 
tween Chrift and faeKaL To enjof both God and 
your lufts is impoflSble ; jc (hail as foon bring to- 
gether the two poks. However fome make a 
mod: cf fin now, yet it has iepaiated, and will fi^ 
parate them firom God etcniallj, if they feparate 
not from it. 
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THE FOLLY OF RESISTING, THE WISDOIM 

OF COMPLYING WITH THE 

G05PEL-CALL.* 



SERMON III. 



Matth. xxi. ap^-r/fir anfivtred andfaid^ I wUI not; 
but afiemuards he repented^ and went. 



THE fcope of this parable is to fliew, that 
many who have been the vileft of finners re- 
pent, and go to heaven, when others, who, though 
thejr have a profeffion of religion, never go farther 
than a mere profeffion, and fo fall fliort ; partly, 
alfo, to Ihew that many who had been publicans 
and harlots are now in a better cafe than the Chief 
Priefts and Scribes. To convince of this, Chrift 
ipoke the parable before us. — For underftanding 
erf which, I would notice, that the man in the pa- 
rable reprefents God •, the two fons, two different 
forts of people among the Jews. Both had the 

Sjofpel-call by John the baptift. The firft of tlie 
ons points out the publicans and harlots, who, 
E 2 though 

• DcYivered OD S&turday, jifl July 1714. 
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though they were formerly moft vile and hopckfs 
creatures^ yet, on their hearing of John, repented, 
and became difciples indeed. The fecond reprc- 
fents the Priefts and Pharifees, who, notwithftand- 
xng of tlieir high pretences to religion, yet were in- 
deed ftrangers to it, tlieir pra£3:ices did not corre- 
fpond with their profeffion. 

In the t«.xt; wliich concerns the firft fon, point- 
ing out the penitent publicans and harlotSj^we have 
two things. 

1 . The fjnner's firft anfwcr to tile gofpel-call ; 
and it is a fliort one : 1 ui/I not. Like Ifrael, 
Pfal. Ixxxi. II." But my people would not hearken 
to my voice, and Ifratl would none of me." 
The linner fo loves his Cnful eafe, tliat he cannot 
tliink of the work in God's vineyard. Obfervc in 
tliis anfwer, (i.) The rudenefs of it. The fon re- 
Aiemljered not that he w.is fpeaking to a father, fo 
has not fo much as a fair word to bellow on him. 
O the rude treatment Chrift meets with at (innerg 
hands ! They remember not his authority over 
t!icm, nor do they regard it ; but they will be their 
own J who is Lord over tliem ? (2.) The plain- 
ncfs of it. He tells the matter plainly 5 fays- not, 
he cannot, but he wJJ/ tut. It is want of w ill to 
the work of religion tliat is the great ftop. Sin- 
ners hearts cannot rclifh the work of religion: 
The bent of their hearts lies another way. (3.) 
The peremptorinefs of it. He is at a point. The 
hearing of the word raifes his heart againft it. Let 
Cnneis hear of the work, of religion, and tliat is 
enough, they defire no more of it. It is a plain cafe to 
them, they muft not, they will not, engage in fuch 
a ti^fk. 

2. The fecond anfwer, in which tlie former bad 
anfwer is happily retra(3ed : But afternvards he rf- 

pentedy and went. He complies with the call he 

Ud 
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Had before refufed. The fpriiig of this was, his 
heart was touched ; he took fecond thoughts of 
the bufinefs^ and changed his mind. He fell under 
after grief, anxiety, and folicitude, as the word 
fignifies. Confcience, that was filent before, now 
begins to fpeak, and his blood begins to cool; 
he calmly confiders what he had anfwered, and he 
calls himfelf beaft and fool, that ihould have; ad- 
ventured fo to treat his Father j and hence he takes 
up the work of religion, which he had before rci« 
jelled. From this fubje£t there arifes this 

Doctrine^ That refufing the work of religion is 
not to be ftood to, but retraced, and the finner 
will fee caufe for it, if ever he comes to himfelf. 
Tljey who hiave refufed to comply with the go- 
fpel-call, to engage in the work of the Lord, 
fhould take their word again, and heartily com- 
ply withitj.and if cverihey be wife, theywiU . 
do it.. 

In iUuflrating this point,' I propofe to (hew, 

I. What is t^^t work to which the gofpel calls - 

azid with which (inners iinll not comply i 

n. Why ift it that finners will, not con^ply with \ 

dus work r . 

m. Why this refufai fhould be retraced, 
IV. Make fome pra^Hcal improvement. 

L I AM to (hew. What is -thit work to which 
Ac gofpel calls, and- with which finners will .not 
comply ? It is the work of pradiical godlinefs, to 
which moft men are ilrangers. .It is a large work^ 
as extenfive as the commandment, which is ex- 
ceeding broad. I ihall take it up in thefe two. 

I.. The gofpel calls you ^o fall to yourfalvation-. - 
iwxkf PhiL ii« 12.# .« Workout your own fcAN^xisycy 
£3 viSsix. 
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with fear and trembling." Sinners/ you ate in a 
ruined condition 5 your fouls are pining away in 
your iniquities ; there is a burden of guilt on you 
that will (ink you 5 there is a fwarm of living lulls 
preying on you, that will devour you. O guilty 
creature ! knoweft thou not, that thou art God's 
enemy, juftice's debtor, the law's cuminal, and 
that the avenger of blood is at your heels ? The 
gofpel is calling you to confider your ways, and 
fall to the work of your falvation, before it be too 
Jate. lliis work has two parts : ( i.) The work of 
faith, John vi. 29. " Jefus anfwered, and faid, 
Thi« is the work of God, that ye believe on him 
whom he hath fent." Afbs xvi. 31. "And they 
faid, Believe on the Lord Jefus Chrift, and thou 
fhalt be faved, and thy houfe." It is not tliat faith 
wherewith ye have lived in a good belief all your 
bypaft days, fo that you had never power to be- 
lieve; an ill tale of your own ftate ; that is a faith 
of the devil's planting, and the gofpel will have it 
Tooted up. It is not that faith which confifts in 
your going on in fin without fear. The devils' 
fcith goes beyond this, for they believe and tremble, 
Jam. ii. 19. But the work of faith to which the 
gofpel calls you, is that whereby a finner, fenfible 
of his undone (late, flees out of himfelf to the 
Lord Jefus, to unite with him for righteoufnefs 
and fandification, i Cor. i. 30. It is that faith, 
whichi when the houfe, in which the prelumptuous 
hoped, wherein the fecure finncr lefled in his fins, 
is overturned as by an earthquake, makes the fim 
ner, naked and deftitute, to flee to Jefus Chrift, at 
the only rock and fhelter. It is that whereby the 
iinner, iSenfible that he has loft his two eyes, and 
therefore cannot guide himfelf tlirough die wilder^ 
Tiefs to Canaan, gives up himfelf wholly to Chrift- 
as bis leader^ prophet^ and healer y and^ ieeing 
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the flaming fword of juftice purfuing him for fin, 
runs in under the covert of Jefus' bloody faying. 
This is my refl ; and being willing to part with 
fin, but unable to mailer his lufts, puts himfelf 
under the prote£^ion of Chrift as his King, tliat 
he may make'havock of bis enemies. This, finner, 
is your work, your foundation work. Hade, then, 
out of your natural ftate, and efcape for your life 
to Jefus Chrift. 

2. The work of fanSification. Ezek. xviii. 31. 
<* Caft away from you all your tr^nfgrefiions where- 
by ye have tranfgrcfTed, and make you a new heart 
and a new fpirit ; for why will ye die, O houfe of 
Ifrael ?" — Heb. xii. 14. «' Follow peace with all 
men, and holinefs, without which no man ftiall 
fee the Lord." Sin is the great devourer and de- 
ftroyer, and therefore the great falvation is from 
fin. Jefus faves his people from their fins. To 
think of being faved in fin, is a contradi£lion, for 
to be left in it is ruining. The fick man does not 
defire the phyfician to remove death, but yet fpare 
his difeafe ; yea, but the foolifh finner is thus un- 
reafonable in the cafe of his foul ; he has no will 
that his cloaths be burnt, yet he will needs carry 
fire in his bofom ; ht wi{hes not his feet to be 
burned, yet he will walk on coals of fire. Living 
lufts will devour the foul ^ therefore to work, fin- 
jiers, for you muft either kill, or be killed. Let 
not the vineyard of your fouls be any more like 
that of the fluggard. The finner's foul is over- 
grown with hurtful lufts, there is no fence about 
it. O ! then, work ; feek holinefs. 

3, The gofpel c^Us you to your generation-work. 
A^s xUi. 36. « For David, after^he had. ferved 
his own generation, by the will of. God, fell on 
ilecp.*' Wherefore were you fent into the woild, 
and made menxbers of fociety i Waft it twoi tj^ 
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honour God, and to be ufeful to your feUow-iSer-' 
vants ? Surely God lent none of us into the world 
to play ourfelves, like the leviathan in the tea v 
nor to be like mice and rats, good for nothing but 
to cat that for which others have laboured. Far 
lefs did he fond you to be agents for the devil, to* 
advance his kingdom, and to oppofe the work of 
the Lord in the places where you live ; nor yet 
like the beads, only to eat, drink, work, and 
fleep. To your work, then, your proper work,, 
the fervice of Gock Perhaps ye will fay, ye haTC 
not been idle ; but what have ye done for God in. 
your day ? What have ye done for the good of any 
foul ? What have ye done to pluck any brand out 
of the burning ? I fear, if we reckon our days afr 
cording to what we have done for God in them,, 
moft of us may reckon our days loft days. Look 
up to God, who placed you in the Mrorld, and &j: 
for what good purpofe you have taken up room in 
his earth. For what ufe are you in the worM ? 
God has given you a talent, what have you gained l 
He has placed you in fuch and fuch fituationt< 
and relations, have you done the dr'icd.of each I- 
■ I am to (hew, 

IL Why is it that iinners will not comply with • 
this work ? 

I. Becaufe it is the work to which, of all workSi . 
their hearts are moft averfe. Rom. viii. 7. « Be»- 
caufe the carnal mind is enmity againft (iod ; for 
it is not fubje£t to the law of God, neither indeed 
can be." They would rather do anything than 
go and work in God's vineyard. It is againft the 
grain with unrenewed minds. The prodigal would 
lather feed fwine than go back to. his father, till 
he came to himfelf. Judas would rather go to a 
halter, than go to. Chvift for pardoo. It is Hkc 
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cutting off a right hand, and plucking out a right 
eye. The (inncr's neck is flexible enough to the 
devil's yoke ; but it is an iron finew to Chrift's 
yoke. He that has a will to any thing, he has no 
will to this, till a day of power make him willing, 
Pfal. ex. 3. 

2. Bccaufe of prevailing love to carnal eafe. 
Prov. xxvi. 15. « The flothful hideth his hand in 
his bofom j it grieveth him to bring it again to his 
mouth/* The man loves to fleep in a found fkin, 
and therefore will die in his neil, if God do not 
in mercy fet a fire to it. Sloth is fo fweet a fin, 
that the carnal heart can never get a fill of it, Prov. 
vi. 10. « Yet a little fleep, a little flumber, a little 
folding of the hands to fleep." The .man lies in 
the b^ of floth, and would not mifs heaven if it 
would fall down into his mouth, or if ivtjbing and 
woulding would do ft. But if thefe will not do, 
he muft even want it, for he cannot leave the em- 
brace of his^ dear cafe. Fighting, running, pray- 
ing, ftriving, wreftling, taking heavenly violence, 
aiid the like, he cannot away with. 

3. Becaufe Satan furniihes tliem with work 
more agreeable, and it they will do 5 therefore 
God's work they will. not meddle with : John, viii. 
44. •• Ye are of your father the devil, and the 
lufts of your father ye will do." When the call of 
tiic gofpel comes to finners, Satan does with them 
as Pharaoh did with the Ifraclites, holds them more 
to their talks; fo they have always buCy hands, and 
hearts full of their v/ork, infomuch that they can- 
not get the work of religion minded to purpofe. 
And what are they doing ? They are bufy weaving 
the fpider's web ; very bufy doing nothing, or 
hatching the cockatrice egg, doing worfe than no- 
thing. They have much to do, havuig die defires 
©f the flefli and mind to fulfil. They bxvt matt. 

\0 
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24. ^< Becitife I have called, and ye refufed,.! have 
ftretched out my hand, and no man regarded ; 
but ye have fet at nought all my counfel, and 
would none of my reproof ^ I alfo will laugh at 
your calamity, I will mock when your fear cometh; 
when your fear cometh as defolation, and your de- 
ftru£bion coijieth as a whirl-wind ; when diftrefs 
and anguifh cometh upon you. lien (hall tbey 
call upon me, but I will not anfwer ; tbey ihall 
fcek me early, but they (hall notfind me j for 
that they hated knowledge, and dicTctoofc the fear 
of the Lord." Salvation-work will not work, 
unlefs men beftir themfelves; but damnation-work 
will go on when men (it at eafe, and are carried 
down the ftream into the oce^n of the wrath of 
God. 

IV. In the lad place, I am to make fome pnc- 
tical improvement j in doing which, I ftiall confine 
myfelf, for the prcfcnt, 10 an ufe of exhortation. 
I would exhort refufcrs of Chrift and of religion to 
take their word again, and to comply with the go- 
fpel-call. Ye have had many calls to engage in 
the work of religion with earneflnefs, but the an- 
fwer of the moft part is, / wi// not; and thus one 
refufal comes on the back of another. 

You have had many calls from the word' of God 
to fall to your work, and what has been your an- 
fwer to thefe meflages of God by his fervants, but 
that / will not ? Have you not heard many ex- 
hortations which have never afFeded you ? Have 
you not gone back to thofe very fins fpr which 
reproofs have met you in public ordinances, and 
yet you have held them faft ? Has not duty been 
laid plainly before you, and you have found means 
to put it by ? and flill the anfwer is, livill not. 

2. Has not God purfued fome of you by afHic- 

tions 
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ttons to drive you to your work, and yet no awa- 
kening to repentance and reformation, but dill 
the language of. your pra£lice has been, I will not. 
The Lord, in his holy providence, has fent you 
lodes, crofles, and diftreffes of divers forts, to bring, 
you to your duty 5 but, O ! may it not be written 
on rod after rod. You have not yet returned to the 
Lord ? 

3. Nay, has not the Lord fometimes fo met you 
in a finful courfe, that you could not but fay, This 
is the finger of God ? and yet ye would be froward, 
ye would go back to the fin again. What is the 
langiuge of that, but I will not ? Have ye not fallen 
under Jotham's curfe again and again ? Judges, 
ix. 15. whereby fire has flaflied out of fome one 
or other bramble, under which you have refted, 
on your faces to bum you, inftead of that (hade 
ye thought to find under it to refrefli you. Has 
not your confcience awakened on you fome- 
times, and the arrows of convidion fattened on 
you, and yet you have refufed ? Ye have murdered 
convi^ions, and never been at eafe till confcience 
has been filenced. You have tun away from God^ 
even with his arrows fticking in you, faying in 
oppofition, I will net. 

Laftly^ Have vou not often delayed complying 
with the call of God, and fct the time for youi* 
going to work ? Yet for all that is come and gone, 
your eyes have never feenthat time yet. What is de- 
laying but plainly a refufal I I will not. For there 
is no word of God tlut fays, Gq work to-morrow, 
or the next day ; it is to-day, if ye will hear his 
voice ; fon, go work to-day. So that he that will 
not worlf to-day, but pretends he will do it after- 
wards, plainly refufes the call, and will not. 

To promote your compliance with the call, I 
would offer a few weighty motives *, as,. 

J. Repent now, and fall to that work -^e "Vvax^ 
Vol. L F ioTintxV^ 
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formetly refufed ; for it is a work prefierable to all 
other works. The work of religion is your main, 
your chief work. ( i . ) It is the moft pleafant work. 
Many are difgufted at the work of religion, be- 
caufe they think it unpleafant. But they have 
not yet tried it» and therefore are not fit judges. 
Tou hare a more favourable account of it from 
Prov. iii. 1 7. «< Her ways are ways of pleafantnefsi 
and all her paths are peace." See alfo Pfal. iv. 
7. 8. "Thou haft put jgladnefs in my heart, more 
dian in the time that their com and their wine in- 
creafed. I will both lay me down in peace, and 
fleep ; for thou, Lord, only makeft me dwdl in 
fafcty.** There is work indeed in the vineyard 
riiat is very unpleafant to corrupt nature ; but even 
out of this arifes the moft refined fatisfa£Hon to 
the new nature. And what are all the pleafures 
of the world, to reconciliation with God, and that 
peace of confcience and joy that there is in belie- 
ving ? (2.) It is the moft profitable work. ITie 
profit diercof is both for time and for etennty, 
I Tim. iv. 8. « For bodily exercife profiteth little, 
but godlinefs is profitable unto all things, having the 
promife of the life that now is, and of that v^ch 
is to come.'' . The profits of it are durable profits^ 
they laft, and will be profitable, when all odiers 
will be of no avail. Hereby you will gain the life 
of your ibuls, and, as the lofs is incomparably great, 
fo alfo is the gain of it. (3.) It is the moft necef- 
fary work. It is the one thing needful, abfolutely 
needful, Luke, x. 42. We cannot be happy here 
or hereafter without it ; without it, we are undone 
for ever. 

2. Ye are always working fomething. The 

greateft idler on earth is in fome fort always bufy. 

God does not require of you more work, but other 

work. Tlie foul of m^ua is Uke a watch, di^ goes 

as fait in going wrong as m %om% tv^x^ "ttsw 
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fad is it, that feeing men are always doing fome- 
thing, they (hould refufe only that work which 
would honour God, and fave their own fouls ! 
Will you not, then, for Good's fake, and your own 
fake, change your work ? 

3* It is fad work you arc working while you re- 
fufe this. If you be not working out your own 
fahration, you are workitig oiit your own damna- 
tion. We are always going forward ; if not prcflP- 
ing a ftep nearer heaven, you are a ftep nearer 
hell. . Every refufal, yea, every fin, is a new im- 
pediment in your way to heaven, a new call to 
Heaven for vengeance on the finner, builds die fe- 
paration-wall the higher, and lays on the greater 
weight to fink you for ever under the wrath of 
God. 

4* Confider, if ye be not in fome fort at at much 
j»ins to ruin your fouls, as otherwife might fave 
t^m. There are difficulties in the ways ol fin, 
as well as in the ways of God. Is the work of re- 
ligion a toilfome work ? but do not ye many times 
weary yourfelves to commit iniquity ? Is there not 
as much pain when a finner deprives himfelf of 
his night's reft, racking, himfelf about the world, 
as when a faint communes with his heart on his 
bed about eternal things ? The finner travels to 
bring forth fin, Pfal. vii. 14. What more than 
this at the hard duties of religion ! Since he that 
engages not in the work of religion is cumbered 
about many things, had he not better, take up with 
the one thing needful ? The faint has but one 
mafter to ferve ; finners have many, not only at 
war with God, but at war among themfelves, one 
luft dragging diem one way, and an(9ther another 
way. 

5. The dme is coming, when working in the 
vineyard vriU be aver} and if ye conldsvu^ to \c« 
F2 t^^^ 
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fufe, ye know not if ever you will get another of- 
fer; « for there is no v/ork, nor device, nor know- 
ledge, nor wiftlom, in the grave, whither thou 
goelt." This day's delay may be an eternal lofs, 
for you may be in eternity before another day, A 
fiew refufal is dangerous ; God may take you at 
your word. 

6. Our Lord is content yet to invite you to his 
work, notwithllanding your former refufals ; you 
will fcill be accepted : " Him that cometh imto 
me," fays Jefus, " I will in nowife caft out." 

7. Whatever hardfhips may be in the work of 
religion, it is not long ere you fhall be freed from 
them all ; you (hall be made more than conquer- 
ors : " You (hall reft from your labours, and your 
works fliall follow you." 

Laftlyy If you will not, then remember death 
will make you change your mind, and you will get 
a long eternity to repent that ye did not repent in 
4ime. But fuch a change can then be of no avail, 
but to increafe your mifery. Infinitely better, then, 
will it be for you if this change take place at prc- 
fent"; <* for now is the accepted time, and now is 
the day of falvation/' 
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THE NATURE AND EFFECTS OF A WEANED 
DISPOSITION OF SOUL. ♦ 



SERMON IV: 



FfaL cxxxi. 2. My foulis tvm as ^ weaned chiid. 



THIS PfaJm is David's profcffion of picty> 
i^herein he difcovers what was tfaehaoitiial 
bent of his heart, and courfe of his life. The oc- 
cafion of it feems to have been the injury done him 
by Saul and his courtiefs, who reproached liim as 
a proud, ambitious, and turbulent manw His com* 
fort is die teftimony of his own confcience, which 
witneflecj, i. The humility, of his heart* This 
kept him from an afpiring temper, and within the 
bounds of his ftation. 2. His eafinefs in any cosk 
dition with which the Lord was pleafed to ^yft 
him. God had promifed him the kingdom, yet 
kept him from it longj and that in very hard cir- 
cumftances"; but yet he was eafy under \t\ he was 
far from that reftlefs itching after a crown, of 
which his enemies accufed him. 
In the text, he. points out the fpring of this eafi- . 
F3 nefa:.. 

^* Delivered Ssihb2^ aftejnoon, A.u^^ 1% 'v'lW 
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ncfs: My foul is even as a ^oeaned child : Tliat iSf 
his heart was loofed from thofe things to which 
the hearts of men naturally are glcwed. There is 
here, i. Something fuppofed, namely, that the day 
was, when he was fucking the breafts which fallen 
Adam led all his children to, as well as others ; 
that he was even as fond of them, and could as ill 
want them, as a child the breaft. 2. Something 
expreflcd ; that now there was a change, the child 
was weaned, fet to another way of living, and 
could want the breafts. God had taken off his 
Iicart from thofe things on which naturally it vas 
fct, and now he fed at God's hand, in (lead of 
creatures. He does not fpeak of willingly forfa- 
king thefe breafts of his own accord, but he was 
weaned by the power of grace. Now, this is his 
comfort again ft the afperfions of his enemies.—^ 
From this fubjed I take tliis 

Doctrine, That grace makes a weaned foul. 

In difcourfing which, I {hall inquire, 
!• From what does grace wean the foul ? 
H. How is the foul weaned from thefe things ? 
III. What are the eiFefts of a weaned difpod- 
tion of foul ? 

^V. Make fome practical improvement. 

I AM to inquire, 
I* From what does grace wean the foul ? Grace 
^^v'jans the foul, i. From the dry breafts of the 
v/orld. One part of pure religion, and undefiled, 
^X\r^''i ^""^ ^^'^ ^*^^^' ^* *^ ^«ep ourfelves 
lohn a ['^^ '^^ ^^'^^* J^"'^^' ^- ^7- For fays 

of iife • ^ ^"^^^^^ ^"^ ^^ ^^ "y^^> ^"^ the ^ride 
^ ^H<^3 w not of the Father, but is of the world.'' 
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The foul of man is not felf-fufficient, and muft 
fetch in its fatisfailion from fomething without 
itfelf, feeing it is capable to deiire what it hath not 
to furniih itfelf with. Our firft father Adam did 
us two ill turns ; he led us out of the path of life> 
. not knowing how to get into it again, 'and fo left 
us with a confcience full of guilt ; he led us away 
from the living God, not knowing how to return 
to him again, and fo hh us with a heart full of 
unfatisfied defires. Hence the poor foul is like the 
horfe-lecch, having two daughters crying. Give, 
give J a reftlefs confcience, and a reftlefs heart, to 
^ach of which it muft (iiy, as Naomi to Ruth, 
ch. iii. I. « My daughter, fhall I not feek reft for 
thee, that it may be well with thee ?" But, alas ! 
the firft way it goes for tliat, is through dry places, 
as the devil, when he goes out of a mati. For the 
reftlefs confcience feeks reft in the dry and barren 
region of the law, Rom. x. 3. " For they being 
ignorant of God's righteoufnefs, and going about 
to eftablifl* their own righteoufitefs ;" for the reft- 
lefs heart goes to the creatures, faying. Who will 
fhew us any good ? The poor foul, like a hungry 
infant, weeps and cries, fhifts about as it can, ga- 
ping for fomething to fill the mouth. The world 
is neareft, and there it faftens and fucks. The 
foul has fallen off the breafts of divine confolations, 
and cannot fet itfelf on again, and therefore takes 
up with the breafts of the world 5 but grace takes 
off the foul again. And, 

I . Grace weans the foul from the profits of the 
world.: Hcb. xi. 26. " Mofes efteemed the re- 
proach of Chrift greater riches than all the treafures 
in Egypt." The natural man fixes on them, drinks 
greedily at the broken cifterns. His hungry heart 
flies out after them, as a ravenous bird after its 
prey j he is leftleid till he get them, as the child 
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is for the breads ; he is fond of them, when k 
has them, as the infant plays with the brestfti. 
They fay they are beconic rich, they have firaiKf 
out fubilance, liof. xii. 8. But when grace comeii 
it flops the chace. It makes the bulky vanity, dot 
can only fatisfy the fancy of children, and not fiwk 
of men, dwindle into nothing. 

2. Grace weans the foul from the }>Ieafure8 of 
the world. Pleafurc is a neccflary ingredient in 
happinefs, and men cannot but leek it; hence 
God propofes it to the foul in the enjoyment of 
himfelf, Pfal. xvi. ii. "In his prefencc thcfc is 
f ulnefs of joy, and at his right-hand are pleafuies 
for evermore." But the foul, inftead of going to 
God for it, to drink at the pure fountain, naturally 
goes to the muddy ftreams of it in the world, and. 
there fucks, — is as fond of the lufts of Egypt, fleft, 
&c. as the Ifraelites ; yea, can as little live with- 
out them, as the fucking child without thebreaft: 
2 Tim. iii. 4. " They are lovers of pleafure moiC: 
than lovera of God.'* But when grace comes, it. 
makes the foul fall off, and loofes the heart from 
thefe things. 

3. In a word, grace weans the foul from aD'< 
worldly comforts whatfoever, making it take up- 
its reft in God: Luke, xiv. 6. "If any man 
come to me, and hate not his father, and mother,, 
and wife, and children, and brethren, and fitters, 
^ea, and his own life alfo, he. cannot be my dii^ 
ciple." The heart of man takes a- greedy grip na- 
^turally of relations, liberty, life, and fuch things. 
Thefe are their good things, which they, can no 
more part with than the child with the breafb. 
Take thefe away, what has the man rmxe ? He 
has not a God. He will rather part with God and 
'Chrift than thefe things. But grace -puts matters 
right } it regulates -the afie^iion to thefe tbiagfi 

ajod 
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and makes the foul ready to give up with them at 
God's call. 

2. Grace weans the foul from tlie foulfome 
breafts of fin, fo that it loaths ihat wliich it loved 
before. The foul in its natural ftp.te is like Ifrael, 
Eztk. xvi. 4. « Not cut, neither wafhed in water 
to fupple them ; not falted at all, nor fwaddlcd at 
all." They had lain long in the foul womb of K- 
gypt, and after they came out, they were Rill fuck- 
ing in the Epryptian manners, cuitoms, and abo- 
minable courles. Thus men fuck the brealls of 
lin ; they feek fatisfaftion in thofc things which 
they ought not fo much as defire ; they greedily 
drink of what God forbids them to taite ; they are 
as fond cf their fins as a child is of the brcafi, 
their hearts are averfe to part w^ith their finful 
courfes. There is a fweetnefs in thefe to their 
corrupt hearts, which they cannot want. For, 
let a man go the round of all created lavi'ful grati- 
fications in the world, and fqueeze the fap out of 
them all to fatisfy his heart, they are fo empty, 
that he will break over the hedge, to try if tor- 
bidden fruits will make up the want which allowed 
fruits cannot do. But grace weans the heart from 
thefe breads. It makes the peifon fay, " 'J hat 
ivhich I fee not, teach thou me : if I have done 
iniquity, I will do fo no more," Job, xxxiv. 32. 

II. How is the foul weaned from thefe things ? 

1. Grace lays gall and wormwood upon thefe 
breads, and fo embitters them to the foul that it 
is made willing to give over fucking them. The 
heart is made loth to part with them j and though 
it is often about to give up with them, yet it ftiil 
goes back again, hoping to fuck fweeter than be- 
fore; but ft ill the gall and wormwood lies there, 
and more and more is laid on till xlie Vit^i\.\3& ^e- 
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tually weaned. The way is hedged up with diornt. 
Hence, " (he ihall follow after her loversj but flic 
(hall not overtake them ; and ihe ihall feek them, 
but ihall not find them : then ihall ihe fay, I will 
go and return to my iiril huiband *, for then it was 
better with me than now," Hof. ii. 6. 7. Now, 
there, are two things that ferve to embitter thefe 
breails. (i.) Continual difappointments from 
them. Though the man is always feeking iatis- 
fafUon from them, he can never get it. Like the 
prodigal, Luke, xv. 16. << He would fain fiU his 
belly with the hulks that the fwine did eat, and no 
man gave unto him." The man is like one in a 
mift : He fees fomething, and it appears a houfe ; 
he comes to it, and it is but a ftoue. Hi^ hope 
rifes again on another view, comes forwarcrto it, 
and it is but a buih. They fall always ihort of ex- 
pettanoii i and his moSi blcnmrmg hopes, are biaft' 
ed. When he is going to take in the moSi plea^ 
fant fruit. Providence makes it even fall between 
the hand and the mouth, Hof. ix. 2. " The floor 
and the wine-prefs ihall not feed them, and the 
new wine ihall fail in her." Let him make his, bed 
where he will, there is always a thorn in it. (2.) 
Severe wounds arife from them. The man lams 
with great delight on the broken reed ; and ere he 
is aware, it pierceth through his hand. He fucks 
eagerly at the breaft, and, inftead of milk, wrings 
out blood. When ihiking the rock for water, 
inilead of it, fire flaihes out in his face. Perhaps 
from the very thing from which he expedied his 
greateft comfort, arifes his greateft crofs. Rachel 
mull have children, elfe ihe dies : She gets them, 
and dies bringing them forth. But all this wiU 
not wean the foul ; therefore, 

2, The Lord fills the foul with better things : 
<* Open thy mouth wide," fays God, " and I will fill 



WEANED DISPOsmOK OF SOUL. ^l 

Pfal. Ixxxi. lo. If the nurfe take away the 
ift, (he will not put an empty fpoon into the 
d's mouth. The foul of man is an empty wa- 
ng thing, muft always have fomething to feed 

and will hold what it has as good for it, till it 
what it counts better. The man will not quit 
1 of the world and his lufts, till he open his 
d to take hold of Chrift and all the benefits of 
cverlafting covenant in their ftead. There- 
:, the great tranfadiion of the foul with Chrift 
died buying of him, in which if a man gives^ 
ly his money, he gives it not but for as good, 
letter. Thus grace weans the foul : For, faith 
16, John, iv. 14. <* Whofoever drinketh of the 
er that I fhall give him, (hall never thirft ; but 
water I fhall give him, ihall be in him a well of 
er, fpringing up into everlaftmg life." Hence,. 
• diings are evident. , (i.) Tnat only the en- 
nent of God can wean the foul, and the foul 

never be at reft till it reft in God. The heart 
nan muft have a match, and will be ranging. 
>ugh' the world for a match, till it meet with 
i^ who is the pearl of great price ; and to 
1 this, quits with aU. The foul of man will be 
ftlefs night-walker till the day of grace dawn, 
difcover Jefus the Plant of Renown. If they 
not work themfelves happy, they will try to 
im themfelves happy, and prepare themfelves a 
t of a thoufand airy notliings ; poiTefTions of 
heart, though not of the liand. (2.) That the 
[ will never be Uoafted. away from thefe breafts. 
I very dung, and afTes heads, will be precious 
lamaria when there is no bread. Who is there 
: has not a rational convidion of the world's 
ity ? yet men throng into the houfe craving a 
Why is it that men fo often feem to give up. 
Ii it, and in very deed have fatisfai^ioti m TtfS~ 
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thing, and yet go juil back to the fame door, wh^rc 
they have got a tlioufand nay-favs> and fccmed to 
have got their laft anfsver ? Wny, truly the devil 
is gone out of the houfe, but it is empty, it is not 
filled from heaven, and it muft not (land empty ; 
therefore, he returns witli feven fpirits worfe than 
himfelf. — I fliall now inquire, 

ni. What are the efFefts of a weaned difpofi- 
tion of foul ? 

The foul is weaned at its firft converfion to 
God. Then it is taken off the breafts; but it 
is hard work, and tedious. The foul is never por- 
feftly weaned till deatli. As there is an uneaGnefs 
and fretfulnefs in new weaned children, till tho- 
roughly weaned, fo is there in^the cafe of the chil- i 
dren of God while here. Hence it is faid to them, ! 
Pfal. xlv. lo. « Hearken, O daughter, and confider, | 
and incline thine ear : forget alfo thine own people, i 
and thy father's houfe." So the eflfe£l:s of this dif- i 
polition are more or Icfs ftrong, as fouls are more 
or lefs thoroughly weaned. — I fhall notice fome of 
thefe effefts. 

I. The weaned foul is a refigned foul : «< If any 
man," fiid Jofiis, Matth. xvi. 2*^. ** will come after 
me, let him deny hinifclf, and take up his crofs, 
and follow me." When the foul is weaned, the 
long war betwixt our own will and the will of God 
is at an end, and our will runs captive after the 
wheels of the Lord's triumphant chariot. The 
will of th'j weaned foul is moulded, (i.) To the will 
of God's commandments. The ftony heart is 
broken, yen, melted downi, to receive the impref- 
fion of whatever is God's will for our duty. Its 
language is, " Lord, what wilt thou have me to 
do r" No right hand, or right eye, more to be 
fpared. Ihey eftcom all God's precepts concem- 
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ing all things to be right, and they hate every falfe 
way, Pfal. cxix. I28« All carnal reafonings, in 
favour of lufts, muft yield to the great authority 
of the Lawgiver. (2.)To the will of his providence. 
It will no more rally its forces, to decide the quc- 
ftion, whether God's will or their will (hall cany it 
as to their lot ; but as the weaned child is at the 
nurfe's difpofal, fo will they be at God's. If that 
which is crooked cannot be made ftraight, they 
will comply with it as it is. If theif lot cannot be 
brought up to their mind, their mind fliall be 
brought down to their lot. Like Paul, " they 
learn in whatfoever ftate they are, therewith to be 
content," Phil. iv. 11. 

2. The weaned foul is chearful, and not fretful, 
in its refignation. He fays, not only juft, but 
" Good is the will of the Lord," Ifa. xxxix. 8. It 
makes a man carry Ghrift's yoke evenly ; for, tr> 
go drooping under it, is a ligu of a heart not right 
weaned. What God does is not only well done, 
but bed done ; fo fays the weaned foul. 

3. The weaned foul (lands on other grounds, 
when created comforts are with him, and ever* 
when created dreams are running full : He draw^; 
his fupport in both cafes from God as the fountain. 
Such fay, like Hannah, i Sam. ii. i. << My heart 
rejoiceth in the l^rd, mine horn is exalted in the 
Lord i" and with David, Pfal. xviii. 46. « The 
Lord livcth, and blefled be my rock : and let the 
God of my falvation b^ exalted." The world's 
good things (hall not be tlieir good things. They 
will love them as a friend, but not be wedded to 
them as a hufband. Th^y will ufe them as a flafi'i 
but not build upon them as a pillar. 

4. The weaned foul will Hand without them 
when thefc are gone, for they were not the props 
on which his houfe r^efted. Such a fqul cau^do^t. 

V0L.L . G \Nc 
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die prayer of Habakkuk, chap. iii. 17. 18. " Al- 
though the hg-tree fliall not bloflbm, neither (hall 
fruit be found in the vine ; the labour of the olive 
ihjll fail, and the fields {hall yield no meat \ the 
tlock n»il be cut off from the fold, and there 
ihall be no herd in the (talis : Yet I will re- 
joice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my 
I'alvation/' Ah! that foul is in a (ad cafe, whofe 
comfort waxeth and weaneth, juft according to 
the lA-axing and weaning of created comforts ; is 
fatisfied or (Lir\-ed, juft according as thefe breafts 
arc full or empty. Thus many lofe all fpirit 
and life in religion, when God takes away their 
worldly comforts. 

5. The weaned foul ufes creawi comforts pafs- 
ingly. They follow the directions of Paul, i Cor. 
vii. 29. 30. 31. « That both they that have wives, 
be as though they had none ; and they that weep, 
as though they wept not j and they that rejoice, as 
though tliey rejoiced not ; and they that buy, as 
though they poficiled not j and they that ufe this 
world, as net abuling it ; for the fafhion of this 
world pa(reth away." The greedy grip the heart 
takes of thcfc things, in ^e ufe of them, is a fad 
fign of an unwcaned foul. It was the fin of the 
old world, they were eating apd drinking like 
hearts. The weaned foul will do in thefe like the 
dogs of Egypt, who run when they lap the water 
of the Nile, for fear of the crocodiles. 

6. The weaned foul cafts itfelf upon the Lord, 
without carnal anxiety, as the weaned child de- 
pends on the mother's care. This feems partly 
aimed at in the text. The foul is eafy, not on a 
fcnfiblc profpeft, but on the faith of the promife. 
They are " careful for nothing, but in every thing, 
by prayer and fupplication, with thankfgiving, let 

then 



WEANED DISPOSITION OF SOUL. 75 

their rcquefts be made known to God," Phil* 
iv. 6. 

Lafthy The weaned foul ftiives to ftarve, but 
never to provide for their lufts. Thcfe arc the 
fuckers, which, the more they are fatisfied, ju(L 
the more tliey crave. They have much 10 do v/ho 
have thefe to feed. 

IV. It remains to make fome practical improve- 
ment. And, 

I. In an ufe of information. This fliev/s us, 
(i.) Who they are lliat have met v/ith Chriil, 
and been feafted at this comjnunion : Even t!xfc 
whofe fouls are now like a v/eaned child. Are 
your hearts turned to loath your luft'j, weaned 
from fucking the cry breads of the world, and ye 
muft have your food from heaven } then the J-ord 
is not fending you away empty. (2.) Your hearts 
are not right with God, while they are not weaned. 
If no weaning influences have reached your hearts, 
no gracious influences have. You will be nothing 
the better of this communion ; nay, it is Uke you 
will be the worfe of it ; if you get not your hearts 
weaned on this occafion, your lufts will be more 
rampant after this ; like tlie child that is moft fond 
of the breaft after it has been long away from it. 

2- Ufe of exhortation. I exhort you to labour 
to get a weaned foul. To urge you to this, I would 
propofe the following motives, (i.) How fad is it 
that a heaven-bom foul fhould be held at fuch ful- 
ibme breafts as thofe flefhly lufts are, at fuch empty 
breafts as thofe of the world are ! Is there not 
better food, and more plentiful, fet before you, 
even Chrift himfelf, and all tlic benefits of i-i-. 
cvcrlafting covenant r I^eave thofe to the fwiuc, 
and let vour precious fouls Ciit that whicl; is good- 
G 2 l^M 
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(J.) YiHii fnulti vi'ill never get {ztisracdon tbere. 
Villi (lull .\s fiH)!) fjll your }*iii2d5 with the vhtdy 
oi ^ijlp yoiii' .ii'ins full of drtznzs and fh2doiir5y?s 
(ill yiHir It nils .>! I he dry breafic of the "urrjiL It 
1.-1 liu'iiiliii^ your money ior that whkh is r:otfaread, 
•iiiii vi'iii Uhiun for that which fatisfitih not. (v] 
{\ix\ Ai.' .iliiyiiluT 11 :ifu liable to year fouls. 11k 
1. i:l I . ;j>iii:ii »l, !!ii y arc cart^ily tlrlngs ; your fouls 
Hi ti.iin.ai.il, liicy an: pcrifhing ; and ye can no 
. ..>!. u«il on tluiii ii) thrive, tlian fifhes on ncca- 
tti<\« . I III iv.\ x\\c brcaits of your lufts, no more 
it.iii ! .'! \% ifv'i w ill miciich third. (4-) -^ weansd 
I. t.l \i. .;!.' . . "'m ^vm: Ai-rycify. '1 he man that has it 
. 411 .....I I', r.iiiii.'.b!.-, ir.'.'ct with what he will. 
: I .• I.» .11 1 1 tii^fs \\i ulJ be very li,:ht, if eafcd 
.1 \\. .•*! IV . I !.i ..:i unwcancti foul iays upon it. 
\\ ;..!t .. lit. '.<... vM' To much uucr.fincfsj but that 
\,i- .... \.w:.!«i) i • ^:s:s and the other thing, and 
lu'iii^ i\ii*iil;>ii; \'\m\ to have it, are exceeding 
uuiy (o p.iu \« ich it. It would make you eafy to 
iiiliii:i alio. ^;.^ An unwcaned foul is the root 
«il u|uilUi V : It will cxixjfe you to many tempta- 
iuiii:k, and iiuy ijiiy you off from the way of the 
l.iMd .ill I yet Ik I'. \x will make you a reproach to 
iLli^'ioii \ and it had bctMi better for you not to 
(uiu- LiiPXMi iho way of rightcoufnefs, than, after 
y%iu h.i\i known it, to turn from the holy com- 
laaiubncnt ittlivcrcd unto you. 2Pet.ii.21. If ye go 
lui k, y(* tluiM not feed on liMhleat fo cheap a rate as 
l»w'li>ri.-. ^o.^ A weaned foul will fit you for fufi^ring^ 
und yiui have need of it, when the work of God 
is in Vueh danger. It will keep you fafe in times of 
trial, when others, glued to the world and lufts, will 
turn their baeks. ^7,) It will fit you for com- 
munion with Ciod, and you iliall have it. The 
manna fell when the prorifion brought from 

Egypt 
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Egypt was done. Lqftlyy It will fit you for hea- 
ven ; and there you ihall be filled. 

In conclufion) Study the mortification of your 
lufts. What need for thefe things, if you had not 
living lufts to feed on them ? Feed on Chrift and 
fpiritual things. Take him inftead of that which 
the world and lufts oflfer. Amen. 
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nil: DANGER OF NOT WAITING ON GOD 
AFTER THE DUE ORDER.* 



SERMON V. 



I CuttON. XV. 13.— Fcr hecaufe ye dkd ii mi at tk 
Jiifi% thf Lord eui^ God made a breach upon us^ 
Jlr ih.t w.' fought him not after the due order. 

f I^UE »rk of God having been brought from 
I Kirjathjcarini, and left at the iboufe of Obed^ 
C(!uini upon the uccountof the death of Uzza, whom 
God IrjotCi Goil blefTcd that man and his houllb} 
whore the urk was. The news of this coming to 
l),ivld*s curs>he refolves again to attempt the bring- 
ing of the avk into his own city, 2 Sam. vi. 12. ui 
tins tranfadion» obferve, i. That the fear of mif- 
mnnaging a duty may fometimes prevail fo far 
witli tlie people of God, as to make them lay by 
the duty for a time. liavid had feen how dear a 
raih touch of the ark had cod Uzzah; fo, fays he, 
X Sam. vi. 9. «< How ihall the ark of. the Lord 

come 

• Delivered id AugMft i-jc-j* 
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come unto me ?** The fear of God, by reafon of 
corruption, eafily degenerates into a flavifli fear, 
which cuts the (inews of holy endeavours, and 
leaves people neither heart nor hand for the work. 
2. l»ay by duty who will, God will always have 
fome that will take it up. If David have no will 
for the ark to be with him, Obed-edom will enter- 
tain it. Many, in our day, turn their bacl^s on 
Chrift and his fervice ; fhut their hearts againft 
himfelf, and their houfes againft his worfhip ; but 
God will always have fome that will put their 
{houlders to his work: 3. They are .great fools 
that lay afide duty. ITiey (land in the way of their 
own mercy, and deprive themfelves of that blefs- 
ing that attends the fenrice of the Lord. 4. The 
people of God, when they take up duty again, 
will fee themfelves the greater fools that ever they 
laid it by. Well, David being refolved on the 
work, proceeds with great caution and circum- 
fpe£tion, as we fee in the verfes preceding that 
of our reading : The reafon of all which we have 
in the text. 

In which words there is, i. An old ftory 
brought frefh to mind : The Lord our God made 
a breach upon us. The ftroke reached Uzzah^ 
and cut him oflF, while all the reft were fafe ; yet 
the holy man looks on that as a ftroke to the 
whole congregation. 2. There is the caufe of 
the ftroke : The ftroke was dreadful and aftoniflw 
ing, but the holy man lays not the blame on God, 
but on themfelves, and fo juftifies God. The fin 
of the Levices was the caufe of the ftroke : For be^ 
caufe ye did not of the firfty namely, fan£lify your- 
lelves when ye firft began to remove the ark from 
Kirjathjearim. They did not. fan Aify and pre- 
pare themfelves, by folemn prayer and fervices^ in 
coqlideration of God's willj a& to the yra^ of cax^ 
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rying the ark: As if he had faid. We hsnrc 
fmarted already by your cardeilhirfs^ beware of 
it therefore at this time, llie (in of all the con- 
gregation, wherein he takes in himfelf among the 
reft} alfo produced the ftroke ; and that becrafe 
it was his and the people's duty to have been ac* 
quainted with the word of the Lord} and the 
ovcrfight of the Levites did not excufc tliem.-^ 
We fought him, indeed, bringing the. ark, the 
fymbol of God's prefcnce, from the place where it 
was, to be in the midft of us ', but our way of dciog 
marred all. It was God's ordinance that the ark 
fhould be carried on the Levites fhoulders, Nuiri). 
iv. 15. and vii. 9. ; but^the Philiftines had put it 
on a cart. God did not puni(h them for thb tnuif- 
greffion, and this emboldened Ifrael to follow their 
example : But they learned by fad experience, 
that God would not bear that . in the one, whidi 
he did in the other.— From this fubjedi^ I take 
this 

Doctrine, God is highly difpleafed with perfons 
who perform duties, but .are not careful to per- 
form them in a right manner. 

In difcourfing which, I (hall ihew, 
^ I. How it comes to pafs that men perform du- 
ties, but are not careful to perform them in a richt 
manner. 

II. How the Lord teftifies his difpleafureauainft 
fuch perfons. 

III. Why is the Lord fo highly difpleafed? . 

IV. Make fome praftical improvement. 

I AM to fliew, 
I. How it comes to pafs that men perform du- 

tiesi 
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tics, but are not careful to perform them in a right 
manner. 

1 . Becaufe to perform duty is Uie eafieft part of 
religion, but to do it in a rignt manner is very dif- 

, ficult ; and few people have a heart to manage the 
difficulties of religion. Eafe is fweet ; and in 
other things we fee it Tcry ordinary for men to 
take what is moft eafy, mftead of what is moft 
profitable. It is an eafy thing to think, to hear, 
to eat bread, and drink wine ; but to plough up 
our corruptions, to engage in good eameft in the 
fervice of God, and to get the heart in a cafe for 
fellowfhip with Chrift, is not eafy, and floth pre- 
vails. 

2. Becaufe the bare performance of duties is 
within the reach of all, the performing of them in 
a right manner is beyond the reach of the moft 
part. Natural abilities will ferve fox the one, gra- 
cious abilities arc ncceflary for the other. John 
XV. 5. " I (faid Jefus) am the vine, ye are the 
branches ^ he that abideth in me, and I in him^ 
the fame bringeth forth much fruit ; for nv'alcut me 
ye can do nothing.^* " By faitli (fays Paul, Hcb. 
xi. 4.) Abel offered unto God a moie excellent 
facrifice than Cain, by which he obtained witnefs 
that he was righteous, God teftifying of his gifts ; 
and by it he, being dead, yet fpeaketh." Grace, 
you fee, is neceflary, and grace is very rare. A 
natural man is conjured within the circle of felf, 
beyond it he cannot move \ this is his principle, and 
this is his end. Nature cannot carry a man above 
itfelf, more than the mouth of a river can be higher 
than the fpring-head. 1 his, then, mars all, fo 
that the fervice can no more be acceptable to God, 
than a man fowing his mafter's ground with his 
own feed, to reap it for himfelf. 

3. By the bare performance of duties, men at- 
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tain the bafe and low ends which they propofe to 
themfelves in the fervice of God 5 namely, (i.) 
Peace of mind, fuch as it is. The confciences of 
fomc are but half awakened 5 thus a little thing 
quiets them, even the external performance of du- 
ties 5 but (hould thefe negleft duties altogether, 
they could have no peace. (2.) It gains a man 
credit in the world, and tliat is a (Irong cord to 
draw men to the out fide of duties, namely, to 'be 
feen of men, and to have glory of men, as our Sa- 
viour expefles it, Matth. vi. 1.2. It is to them 
no fmall matter to have a name to live ; to be call- 
ed good is affefbcd by fuch as are at no pains ta 
be good. 

What fhall we fay of thofe that will fet about 
duties, and attend facraments, even while they 
are fure that they will be mocked and reproached 
for it by the wicked ? Anf. It is good, in fo far at 
they are carriod over thefe things : For, alas ! 
there are fomc fo pitifully weak, that they will b^ 
blown over with the wind of the mouth of the 
wicked. A broad laugh, or filly taunt, out of the 
mouth of the profane, is an unanfwerable argu- 
ment againft religion and ferioufiiefs, to fome who 
are in the caufe of Chrift like filly doves without 
heart. Such as are tlius chargeable are very in- 
confiderate 5 Chrift gives a foleran warning to themy 
Mark, viii. 38. " Whofoeyer, therefore, Ihall be 
afhamed of me, and of my words, in this adulte- 
rous and finful generation, of him alfo ihall the 
Son of man be aihamed, when he cometh in the 
glory of his Father, witli the holy angels." We 
doubt not but a hypocrite may coinc this length. 
We do not wonder if even a mifer, a covetous 
wretch, part witli his money to biiy land 5 neither 
need we wonder if a hypocrite fhould facrificc; 
credit among the profane, to gain credit among 

the 
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Klly. He does but as a man on a ladder* 
on the lower ftep to win to the higher, 
Becaufe men may get duties done, and keep 
lufts too. For inftance, they may go to a 
lunion-table one day, and the next to the 
of devils. But to perform duties in a right 
ler, is inconfiftent with peace with our lufts : 
Ixvi. 18. " If I regard iniquity in my heart. 
Lord will not hear me." Hence, over the 
of an exprefs commandment, people will ven- 
^othe Lord's table without felf-examination, or 
A without fearching to the quick. Tliey can- 
iowever, communicate aright without a due 
•ion to it. No, indeed. Says the apoftle, 
"• xi. 28. «* But let a man examine himfelf, 
> let him eat of that bread, and drink of that 

Many, notwithftanding, can communicate 
ut ic, and keep their lufts too; here is the 
I advantage. There are fecret lufts, which 
an is unwilling to difturb, therefore he will 
[hit the candle and fcarch, left he be obliged 
- out the old leaven. 

Becaufe moft men have low and mean 
hts of God, Mai. i. 6. — 8. " A fon honour- 
s father, and a fervant his mafter : If, then, 

father, where is mine honour ? and if I be 
^er, where is Yny fear ? faith the Lord of 
VmtQ you, O priefts, that defpife my name : 
^ fay, Wherein have we defpifed thy name ? 
ficr polluted bread upon my altar ; and ye 
Wherein have we polluted thee ? In that ye 
the table of the Lord is contemptible. And 

offer the blind for facrifice, is it not evil ? 
F ye offer the lame and fick, is it not evil ? 
it now unto thy governor, will he be pleafed 
thee, or accept thy perfon ? faith the Lord 
>fts." It is not every one that knows the 
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Lord. Many men woHhip they kno-sr not whatt 
and therefore they offer him for wqriliip they cait 
not what. . If men had awful apprehenfions d 
that God whom they worfhip, as a God greatly 
to be « feared in the aifembly of the faintSj and to 
be had in reverence of ail them that are about him," 
Pfal. Ixxxlz. 7. doubtlefs they would fee, that 
there is none in heaven or earth like him, and 
they would worfhip him in another manner. — 
Therefore the apoftle, to engage men to take care 
how they perform duties, fays, « Let us have 
grace, whereby we may ferve God acceptaUy, 
with reverence and godly fear : For our God is a 
confuming fire," Heb. xii. 28. 29. 

I AM now to {hew, 
II. How the Lord teftifies liis difpleafure againd 

fuch perfonfj. He does fo, 

I. By withdrawing from them in religious fer- 
vices : " Son of man," fays God by Ezekiel, 
chap. xi. 3. « thefc men have fet up their idols in 
their hearts, and put the ft umb ling-block of their 
iniquity before their face ; ftxould 1 be inquired of 
at all by them ?" And by Ilofea he fays, ch. v. 4. 
« The fpirit of whoredom is in.the mid II of themi 
and they have not known the Lord.'* It is granted, 
ordinances are tiie galleries wherein the King h 
held, tliey are the tryfting-places where Chrift 
meets with his people ; but if they be not gone 
. about in a right manner, they will be but an empty 
fepulchre : *< Why feck ye the living among the 
dead ?" The livuig God is not to be found in a 
dead worfhip ; when rnen withdraw their hearts 
from the fervice of God, then he withdraws him- 
felf from them ; and it is but forry entertainment ■ 
a man can have at tliis fen ft, when . tlie ^kftcr 
goes away. 

1^ . ^- '^y 
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1. By rejeaing their fervices, Mai. i. 13. "Ye 
fiid alfo, behold what a wearinefs is it I and ye 
have fnufFed at it, faith the Lord of hofts •, and ye 
brought that which was torn, and the lame, and 
tlie fick 5 thus ye brought an offering : fhould I 
accept this of your hands f faith the Lord." Gud 
will not accept of fuch duties, whatever pains men 
may take about them, Ifa. i. 11. " To what pur- 
poic is the multitude of your facrifices unto nisi ? 
faith the Lord." It is better to go halting on in 
the right way, than to be going ftraight in the 
way of error : " The labour of the foolifli wea- 
riedi every one of them, becaufe he knoweth not 
how to go to the city," Ecclef. x. 15. It may well 
be applied to the duties * of fome, what is faid, 
Hab. ii. 13. ** The people (hall labour in the fire, 
and the people fhall weary themfclves |br very va- 
nity." To labour in the fire fignifies great pains, 
and great difappointmcnts ; they work in the midlt 
of fcorching flames, and what they do produce 
conftimes between their fingers, they get no good 
of it. 

3, Byfpiritual llrokes upon their fouls. There 
is a curfe denounced againft them, Jer. xlviii. 10. 
<* Curfed be he that doth the work of the Lord de- 
ceitfully j" and Mai. i. 14. "But curfed be the 
deceiver, which hath in his flock a male, and vow- 
cth and facrificeth unto the Lord a corrupt thing.'* 
This will pierce the foul ; and they are of two 
forts: (i.) They are deadening ftrokes; thefe are 
filent blows, arrows that fly without noife from 
the hand of an angry God into the foul : " Make 
the heart of this people fat, and make their ears 
heavy, and fliut their eyes \ left they fee with their 
eyes, and hear with their ears, and undcrftand 
with their hearts, and convert, and be healed," 
Ifa. vi. 10. Somelijnes men are like Saul aicvotv^ 

V0L.L li xSaa. 
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the prophets, but afterwards they are knocked on 
the head, it may be on a- communion-Sabbathi 
and from that time God anfwers them not. Many 
are fprightly profeffors for a while, but at length . 
God is {o provoked, that their hearts are deadened, , 
their affis<^ions withered, their confciences ftupi- 
ficd, their fouls blafted,and they are thenprei>ared 
to be pruned o£F, and caft over the hedge. (^) 
Quickening ftrokes, whereby th^ man's- name is 
changed; he is Magier^MifTamb^ The confcience 
is made like mount Sinai, where tK>thing.but thun- 
der, lightening, and the found of thetrunipeti are. 
to be heard. God takes the filthy rags . o£> thtk 
lif^lefs duties, wraps them in brimftone, and then 
fets them on fire about the finner's ears ; ib that, 
like the houiie built. upon the fand, to which the- 
maa betook hiaiifelf for {helter> the whale fialls^ 
into ruins. As ta this, you will obfenrewhat the 
prophet declares, Hof. v. ii.— ^14^ "Ephxaknis- 
opprefled, and broken in judgement $ becaufe he 
willingly walked after the commandment. There- 
fore will I be unto Ephraim as a moth, and to the. 
houfe of Judah as rottennefs. When Ephraim faw 
hisficknefs, and Judah faw his wound .; then went 
Ephraim to the Aflyrian> and fent to king. J^xeb:; 
yet could he not. heal you^ nor cure you of your 
wound. For I will be unto Ephraim as. a l]an» , 
and as a young, lion to the houfe of Judah ; I, eireAi . 
I, will tear, and ga away-: I will take away>. and. 
none (hall refcue him." 

4. By ftrokes upon their bodies. Sometimes 
the Lord has mingled his people's blood with their 
facrifices. Thus he did with Nad^b.and Abihu^ 
Lev. X. I. 2. A wrong look into tb: ark. coft tbfi 
men of Bethfbemefh dear : « The I^ord fmote ef 
the people fifty thoufand and threefcorer and ten . 
men/' i Sam* vi. ip. Uzi^di^ taking, bold of . 

die 
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•Ac ark, was ftruck dead, 2 Sam. vi. 7. And the 
^poftle tells, I Cor. xi. 30. that for profaning the 
Lord's fupper, " many (among the Corinthians) 
were -weak and fickly, and many fleep," that is, 
were dead. One dies before his time, even in his 
ftrength ; another falls fick, it may be after a com- 
munion. At communions there is a great throng ; 
perhaps one has got a thruft, another has catched 
cold, but unworthy communicating has more often 
done the deed. 1 (hall inquire, 

IH. Why is the Lord fo highly difpleafed ? 

1. Becaufe God commands his fervice to be 
done in a right maimer. The matter and ri^t 
manner of performing duties are, in the command 
of God, linked together. He will have his fervice 
'WcU done, as well as really done. We muft ferve 
KSod-wWi a perfefit heart and a willing mind, for 
the Lord feardheth all hearts, and underftandeth 
M tlie imaginations of the thoughts ; if we feck 
•him, he wSl be -found of us ; but if We forfakc 
him, he will call us off for e^'er, i Chron. xxviii. 9. 
Mailers on earth challenge to themfelves a power 
to oblige their fervants, not only to do their work, 
but to do it fo and fo 5 and though they do the 
thing itfclf, yet if not in the manner required, it 
camiot be accepted. So they brought the ark, but 
they brought it on a cart, which was oppofite to 
Ac command, for it (hould have been on the fhoul- 
dcrs of the Levites ; and therefore their fervice 
was Tcjefted with vengeance. 

2. Becaufe the doing of a duty in a wrong man- 
ner akers the nature of it, and makes it fin. Hence 
the plowing of the wicked is fin. Hence prayer 
is accounted a liowling on their bed, Hof. vii. 14. 
Andtmworthycommunicatingisnottoeatthe Lord's 
Supper, I Cor. xi. 20. If a houfe hz buSl oi ivw^x 

H2 ^'^ 
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fo ftrong timber and good ftones^ yet if it be n»t 
well-founded and right built, the inhabitant may 
curfe the day he came upder the roof of it. 

3. Becaufe duties not performed according to 
the right order, are but the half of the fcrvice wc 
owe to God, and the worft half too. The Jew 
Ind it written about the doors of their fynagogues, 
« Prayer without intention is as a body without a 
foul." A Ikeleton of bones without the flefli would 
have been a very abominable facrifice to have laid 
upon God's altar ; no lefs abominable are ourfcr- 
\aces, when the heart is not engaged, and when 
the foul is not lifted up to God : ** God is a Spirit, 
and they that worfliip, him muft worfliip hiia in 
fpirit and in truth," John, iv. 24. 

Lajiljy Becaufe duties thus performed arc Tcry 
diflionourable to God. See again, MaL i. 6.-^8* 
Now, God is a holy God, and will be fandified 
in them that come nigh him, and before all the 
people he will be glorified. Lev. x. 3. He is 2 
jealous God in the matter of his worfhip, Joflu 
xxiv. 18. 

IV. I AM now to make a praAical improvement 
And this, 

1. In an ufe of information. We may hence 
fee what a mercy it is that we hare a pure worflup 
amongft us at this day \ a worfhip, neither defiled 
by idolatry, nor corrupted by fuperftition, but 
after the divine order, according to the pattem 
fhewn on the mount. It is dangerous to join in a 
way of worfhip not warranted by the word, of God. 

2. Let this fill us with a holy reverence of God 
when we approach his prefence in this venerable 
ordinance, Pfal. Ixxxix. 7. Let us know and re- 
member, that the God with whom we have to do 
is a heart-fearching, holy, and jealous God» who 

^111 
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win not '^hold them gailtlefe that profane his ordi- 
nantces. Was he fo difpkafed with Belfhezzar, 
for aimling Ac veftls of the temple ? how much 
mere with us, if we profane the fymbols of the 
body and Mood of his Son ! The danger is great, 
bodi for foul and body. But there are two forts 
that are ready to abufe this, (i.) The ftiff-necked 
ctfrelefs *nner irill cloak his Cbntempt of commu- 
nicating, and his iBoth, with this : * If it be fo, then 
wc will do b^ft not to meddle with it,* But, O 
Sirs ! is there iiot an odds between rufhing on the 
facrament, . and fbrfaking it ? Afiure yourfelves 
this contempt oJF die facrament is damning. God 
can veadi a blow to you, though ye ftand far off 
from Ms table ; and fo much the more, that you 
flight this lore-token of a dying Lord. (2.) The 
poor broken-hearted finner will be ready to drink 
up difcouragement . from this, fearing that he 
may be thcpcrfon on whom the Lord will make 
the breach. But, poor foul ! I would fay to thee. 
Where wilt thou be fafe, if thou kecpeft thyfelf 
without the ranges ? the fword of the Lord may 
overtake thee there, for the negk£l of your duty, 
llierefolre come, though trembling, venture thy- 
felf at his feet j acknowledge, that if he fliould 
tatkt thee a monument of his juftice, he is. molt 
juft, thou deferveft it. A trembling hand may re- 
ceive a pardcm. Be diligent to prepare thyfelf ; 
and wben tboii haft done all, lay no ftrefs on any 
thing, but ice to Chrift, and get him between an 
«ilended <Sod md thy foul. Drv ftubble may be 
iaSehskirt a cohfaming fire, if tnere be a cryftal 
wall between it and the fire. 

I conclude with exhorting all. that intend to fit 
down at the Lord^s table to-morrow, to take heed 
htjw ye communicate. I would urge you to do it 
in the right order. Te have heard the daca^ce c!L 
H3 ^^ 
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an oppoCte condud ; this may be fuffident under 
this. Another motive is, that duty done in i 
right manner, and that only, has the bleffing coo- 
nc£led with it ; mark Matth. xxiv. 26. ^ Bkfiied 
is that fervant whom his Lord, when he comedii 
fhall And fo doing." A man may pray a thooiand 
times, and never be heard ', go from one commop 
nion to another, and never be fealed ; one finceie 
groan from the heart will do more than all diefCi 
If ye milmanage this facrlimenty your fouls may 
get fuch a (lain that they will never caft again; 
and if ye manage it rightly, ye may get fuch a 
tafle of the goodnefs of the Lord as ye never got 
before. With this view, fee that ypu be right as 
to your ftate ; that you be the friends of the BridC' 
groom, or you have no right to fit down at the 
marriage-feaft. It is not the due order, for per- 
fons dead in fm to fit down at the table of our 
Lord ; it is an ordinance only for thofe who arc 
quickened, and made fpiritually alive; it is the chil- 
dren's bread, and therefore thev only, whoaiedie 
children of God by faith in Chrift Jefus, have a 
right to it. Endeavour to be in a right frame \ to 
have grace in exercife ; a holy hunger, faith, r^ 
pentance, and love. It is . not enough that yot 
have oil in your lamps, you nmft alfo have yonr 
lamps trimmed, and the oil burning. Tour graces 
muft be in exercife. If this be your ftate, and 
this be your frame, then furely it will be good for 
you to draw near to God at his own table : *« TTiey 
that thus wait upon the Lord (hall renew their 
ftrength, they fhall mount up on wings like eagksi 
run, and not be weary, walk and not faint.** 
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THE PERFECTION OF PROVIDENTIAL DIS- 
PENSATIONS. • 







SERMON VI. 



PsAL. xviii. 30. — Affor Godf Sis %im^ is petffeB. 

THE Pfalmift by this time had followed the 
Lord through many a deep ftep, and he had 
endured various troubles. Here, in the text, he 
looks back on thefe ways in which the Lord had 
led him, and gives his verdi£fc as to them : As for 
Godi &c. In the words there is, 

1. A magnificent preface: As for GcJ. He 
ftands up here in his defence againft an ungodly 
world, to juftify his proceedings : As for God, 1 
that have tried nis way can fpeak to his conmien^ 
<iation. 

2. What of God he commends : His way. 
There is a Iwofold way. (i.) That wherein men 
walk to and with God. — ^Perfonal \ Chrift, who if 
the way to the Father : — Real \ hblinefs, without 
which no man ihall fee the Lord. None of thefe 
are here meant. (2.) The way wherein God walks 

with 

• Dchrered Jul/ i6* tfog* . 
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' with men, the way of his pToridcnces^ his diTpcii^ 
fatioris, the way he takes with men indilpnfingflf 
them. 

3. The commendation is pnftB : tlicic is no- 
flaw in that way. Be his di(pen£ttiea aem fe 
har J, there can dc no fault really ohCer¥cd in theiir 
by the moft difcerning eye; diey are fanddds. 
lliefe words afford u& this 

D0OTRINE9 That the dtipefiiaticms of prondenoe 
are altogether perfect and fauhlclsy hoivcfer: 
they appear to our carnal hearts. 

In illuftration I {hall, 

I. Take notice of fome, among many, fecmicg 
faults our corruptions would fpy out in the dafpen- 
lations of providence. 

II. Inquire in what refpe£ts the way of God is 
pcrfeft. 

III. Confirm the point. 

IV. Make fome pra£bicd improvement. 

I. I AM to take notice of fome, among manyi. 
feeming faults our corruptions would ipj out in the 
difpenfations of providence. 

I. The rctfon of difpenfations not feen. The* 
4efign of Providence lies oftentimes hid, and it is 
no cafy matter to difeotcr it c •» Thy way is ih *e: 
fea, and thy palfh in the great waters, and thy foot^ 
fteps arc not known," Pfal. Ixxvii. 19^ ThcLorS. 
leads the man, and he knows iVot wfmre ; therefore 
cxmvptioii is ready to ftonn at this, and difdains 
to fo)k>w the Lord, unlefs he will tell hiAi what 
way he is going $ but the fault is in tbe tye, not xA ■ 
Ae way. Time is big wdi ^Sat difcorery, Init 
muft go a whrite before it is brought tbrA r 
Ajft*, X. 17. « Now, while Peter doubted in him- 
H^clf what this vifion vdakk >i<t ^M&. %i«iv ^ho«Ui 
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tneaii, behold the men which were fent from Cor- 
nelius had made inquiry for Simon's houfe, and 
Hood before the gate." John, 13. 6. 7. " Then 
Cometh Jefus to Simon Peter ; and Peter faid unto 
hiin> Lord, doft thou wafh my feet? Jefus an- 
fwered and faid unto him. What I do thou know- 
eft not now, but thou (halt know hereafter." 
When the fpediacles of faith are on, no fault ap- 
pears. 

2. Providence feeming to forget the promifes, 
and the word feeming to mifcarry. Then we are 
ready to fay, as in Jer. xv. 1 8. " Why is my pain 
perpetual, and my wound incurable, which refu- 
fcth to be healed ? wilt thou be altogether unto 
me as a liar, and as waters that fail ?" Abraham 
thought he faw this fault, and he would take a 
■way of his own to redify it. But though the pro- 
mlfe tarried, yet it was accompliihed, for Ifaac, 
and not lihmael, was to be his heir. Fools hade 
is no fpeed. 

3. Providence going crofs to the promifes, his 
works to his word, pulling down with the one 
hand what he feemed to be building up with the 
other. , Thus it appeared, when Abraham was com- 
manded to fachfice Ifaac, Gen. xxii. So alfo it 
was when God threatened to cut fhort the days of 
Hezekiah, Ifa. xxxviii. i. But there is no fault 
here yet *, wait the end, as in thefe inftances ; 
they are but raw travellcfs, who, think that the 
«ray lies always even forward ; the way in the wil- 
deniefs is often crooked. 

4. Providence running, as it feems, quite con- 
trary to the defign of it. Many times the Lord 
has a defign on foot for the good of his church and 
people ; but a continued trafb of difappointmeiits 
cro& }t.morc and more, till the very grave- ftonq 
feems to he laid upon it* Thus it was with Jofe^h^ 
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-when he was put into the. dungeon. Bat wht 
faui^ is there here, more than when the fun fcH 
to make it darker and darker, tiil day-break. Stay 
till th<: diwninp of the defign. Oftentimes provi- 
dence reads bed backwards : " For the Lord toaSL 
fudge his people, and repent himfelf for his fer« 
vants, when he feeth that their power is gonCi 
•and there is none (hut up or left/' Deut. xxxiL jfc 

5. Providence lay'nfr afide the moil likdy meanSi 
But where is the fault here ? for if he lay ifide 
thcfc Tncans ; he will accomplifli his deCgns bf 
other means, and what though they be uiilikdy r 
This (tumbled the world; i Cor. i. 23. 24. « ft* 
wc preach Chrift crucified, unto the Jew6 a ftmi^ 
bling-block, and unto the Ore<^k» foolifhnd(s : B«t 
unto them which are called, both Jews aiKKyTeofay 
Chrift, the power of ^God, and the wifdom rf 
<3od." Naaman in diftrefs (tumbled at the ufr 
likelinefs of the means prefcribed by the pro^xSt 
for the cure of his Icprofy, 2 Kings, v. 1 1. The 
difciples of Jefus alfo (tumbled, and judged the 
death of Chri(t a very unlikely mean of leading 
him and them to glory ; and they had the fame 
opinion of his afcon(ion, John, xvi. 6. 7. Mca 
have tli«?ir own ways ; they will needs think dat 
they know bcft what is good for them. But God 
knows that his people are not good chufers of 
their own lot, and Sovereignty will have a latitude.. 

6. Providence falling on means quite contratf 
to the de(ign of it. But what the worfe was the 
blind man that he was cured with clay put upon 
his eyes ? The Lord works healing by wounding, 
and comfort by tears. The earthquake, the trou- 
bling of the waters, the dungeon of Jofeph, the 
den of Daniel, the whale of Jonah, yea, we kno^i 
that << all things work together for good to them 
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hsit love Goil, and are the called according to his 
hurpofe," Rom. viii. 2^ 

7. Wicked godlefs men getting the funny*fide 
4 the brae, walking contrary to God> and yet 
iroTidence fmiles, that never an ill turn almu^ 
niigives in their hand. This made Ai'aph ftam- 
tier, Pfal. Ixxiif. 12. — 14. " Behold, thefe are 
ke ungodly, who profper in the world, they in- 
reafe in riches. Verily, I have cleanfed my 
esut ia vain, and w^{hed my hands in innocency. 
V>r all the day long have I been plagued, and chai^ 
encd' every morning." It fhook; Jeremiah, chap, 
ii» !• 2. But there is no fauk in this^ that the fun 
f proiperity rifes on the wicked : « For when the 
iricked fpring as the grais, and when all the workers 
»f iniquity do flouriSi, it is that they may be de- 
broyed' for ever," Pfal. xcii. 7. The fun rofe fair 
m Sodom that very day on which it was deftroy«- 
xl ; all I^el folbwed Ab£dom .; Jonah fled from 
be prefence of the Lord ; Haman finds all things 
r<nng to his wiih. ^ut fee the end of all thefb 
hings! 

8. Aftonifhing^flrokes lighting on thcfe that are 
Rioft dear to God. Ecclef. viii. 14. ^ There is a 
kranity which is done upon the earthy that thefe be 
|uft men, unto whom it happeneth according to * 
the work of the wicked." Eli's fons are flain, his 
daughter-in-law dies, and himfelf breaks his neck. 
The two fbns of Aaron die at the altar. How nu- 
merous were the afflidiions that came upon Job ! 
Bat where is the fault here ? Chrift's crofs to a 
child of God is better than the world's crown, 
2 Cor. xiL 9. 10. 

9. Great afflidions meeting, the Lord's people 
in the way of duty. This was Jacob's cafe in 
many inftances. He was in the way God bade him 
gOy yet he met with many trials and 2L{&iQi<ot>&. 
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It hath been fo alfo with many of the Lord's pcopk 
in all ages. But the Lord has his holy ends in 
tfaefe things ; he (hews them that they are finfiii 
creatures ; though they are in his way, tries their 
faith and patience, and makes way for higher ex- 
periences. 1 am, 

n. To fliew in what refpcfU the way of God 
is perfect. 

1. All the difpenfations of providence are a- 
a£ily according to the pattern fhewn in the word. 
If you would Icnow wherein a man has ezadlj 
built a houfe, look to the draught given him. 
Meet with what we will, aU may be reduced tO| 
and explained by, fcripture-dodrines, prophecies, 
promifes, threatenings, or examples. 

2. They are cxadly fuited to the neceilities of 
his people, and to the defigns of them. God 
weighs every grain of fand which he puts in our 
glafles i he will never put in, too little, nor too 
much ; nothing wanting, nothing fuperfluoos. 
Dcut, xxxii. 4. « He is the Rock, his work is pcr- 
ftGt I for all his ways are judgement ; a God of 
truth, and without iniquity ; juft and right is he." 

3. In rcfpc61 of the times of them. Nothing 
too foon done, nor too late ^ all fall out in their 
proper feafon, determined in the unchangeable 
council of God. 

4. In refpe£l of its ftability. Our ways «re un- 
ftable, and that is a great fault ; but God's wa^ 
are not fo. ITiat which is crooked cannot be 
made ftraight. There, will always be a crook in 
our lot. That is fure, and wc could not walk even 
without it." 1 (hall, 

III. Confirm the point. Confider, 

J. That the faints in their experience fee this. 
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'Thej readily and fuHy acknowledge it: Hofea, 
xiv. 9. <* Wlio is wife, and he (hall underftand 
thefe things ? prudent, and he (hall know them ? 
for the ways of the Lord are right, and the juft 
lliall walk in them, but the tranfgreflbrs (hall fall 
therein." This is their unanimous vote when in 
a right mood, and will be fo in heaven, when the 
web is out. Then will they fay, " He hath done all 
things well.** 

a. That they arc all the produd: of infinite holi- 
nefs, which can do nothing wrong. 

3. That they are all diredlied, as well as con- 
trived, by infinite wifdom, which knows bcft how 
to frame matters. It remains that, 

TV» I MAKE fome pra6):ical improvement, in 

X. An ufe of information. Are the difpenfa* 
tions of providence all right? Then, (i.) If 
any thing be wrong with us, we may fee 
where the fault lies, not in God, but in ourfelves, 
Job, X, The oar he rolls his velTel with is in the 
waters of -afflidiion, and therefore we think the oar 
is crpoked ; but that is our misjudging of God. 
(2.) That we (hould juftify God in tJie har(hcft 
diipenfations, give him the glory, even when we 
walk on the mountains of darknefs. Providence 
will abide a look of the moft piercing impartial 
eye. But when the eye is infected, it will take 
up diings in their wrong colours. 

0^. Of comfort to the people of God, whatever 
providences they meet. Be they nevef fo dark, be 
they never fo little underftood by them, yet they 
arc all right and faultlefs. God does not diftributc 
favours to them by guefs, but by meafure and 
weight. 

3. Of reproof to thofe who ccnfure, murmur, 
and quarrel, vritb the difpenfations of providence. 

Vol. J. I TV:\& 
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Thiftb» (i.)ToaccufeGodQf fdlj, asif hewere 
not wife enough to goyern the world that he hai 
mad^. O how often fall we into this, as if wc 
could have ordered better than Providence has 
done. Murmuring wilLHep up, and corredtbe 
efcapes of infinite wifdom. (2.) Of injuflicCi as | 
if he were too hard upon his creatures, that do- 1 
fcrve better at his hand. For why would peopk ! 
murmur at their right and due ? (3*) Of impo- . 
tency, as if he could not take away our crofles as 
cafily as he brings them on, or could not make 
them work for our good. 

Laftlvj Of exhortation. Let aU of us, efpe- 
cially the Lord's people, be exhorted to fubmit and 
ftoop to fovereignty, be our lot in the world what 
it will. There is none want their own croffes. 
Every one has fome burden or another to bear*, 
and if we would in truth come after Chrift, we 
are enjoined << to take up our ctofs^ and ft^ow 
him." 
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FEAR AND HOPE, OBJECTS OF THE DIVINE 
COMPLACENCY.* 



SERMON VII. 



PsAL. cilvii. II. — The Lord taheth pleafure in them 
thai fear him, in thofe that hope in his mercy. 

rTPlHERE arc times of danger in which the 
*| event is very doubtful, but even then the 
falety and fuccefs will always be on the fide the 
Lord cafts them. In confequence, it is an im- 
portant queftion, How inay we engage him on 
our fide ? Certain it is, his pleafure lies not in 
created ftrength. Horfe and foot, courage and 
ftrength, may be on the fide which God will dif- 
own, and which fhall be worfted : " By ftrength," 
fays he, " (hall no man prevail," i Sam', li. 9. 
His pleafure is in the ftrength of grace : *< He 
will keep the feet of his faints ;" or, as it is ex- 
preffed in the text. The Lord takes pleafure in them 
that fear him^ in them that hope in his mercy. — In 
which words we have, 

I2 i.Tte 

* Delivered July ay. 17 18. . 
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his hand, or fay onto hiin» What doft thoa? we' 
fliould (ilcntly fubmit to his difpoials. 

3. A fear of offending him in any thing : PfaL 
iv. 4. ^ Stand in awe, and (in not." This is a fear, 
and caution, and circumfpeftion, whi^h wc ihould 
always carry about and never lay aiide. We walk 
amidft many fnares ; Satan and a corrupt heart are 
ready to entangle us ; but God cannot away with 
fin 5 it is the only offence wc can give him. He 
is well pleafed to fee us afraid of offending him, 
to fee the poor finner affrighted at every thing that 
is provoking to him, and keeping up a holy teor 
dernefs this way. 

4. A fear of imputing iniquity to him, or har- 
bouring hard and unbecoming thoughts of his 
majefty. Job, i. 22. " In all this Job finned not, 
nor charged God fooliflily." ^JThe proud heart 
calling off the fear of God, arraigns and condemns 
the condu£l: of holy Providence as rigorous and 
unrighteous^ and fo murmurs againft the Lord. 
But holy fear filenceth the mutiny of thefe unruly 
palBons, and fays, « He does all things weD, is holy 
and righteous in all his ways and works.'* 

5. A dread of going out of his way for help, 
however hard the cafe be: Ifa. viii. 13. 14. " Sanc- 
.tify the Lord of hofts himfelf, and let him be 
your fear, and let him be your dread j and he 
ihall be for a fanftuary ; but for a ftone of 
(tumbling, and for a rock of offence, to both the 
houfes of Ifrael ; for a gin and for a fnare, to the 
inhabitants of Jerufalem j and many among them 
(hail ftumble, and fall, and be broken, and be 
taken." Holy fear takes off the wheels of the 
chariot of impatience and unfanflified hafte, which 
drives furioufly to get out of that cafe in which in- 
iinite wifdom has placed us. The foul dare not 

■a^ • sidTcnturt 
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adventure to fliake oflF the yoke, till the Lord ^ 
to his own hand and take it ofF. 

Lqfilyi A dread of his holy hand in his judge- 
ments : Amos, iii. 8. " The lion hath roared, 
who will not fear ? the Lord God hath fpokcn, 
who can but prophecy ?" - This fear keeps the 
heart from flight thoughts of them, and fumifhes 
awful thoughts of a fmiting God, the weight oiF 
whqfe hand no man is able to bear. And there 
is here a dread of the hand of the Lord lying on 
their perfon for the paft : Heb. xii. 5. « My fon, 
defpife not thou the chaftening of the Lord, nqr 
faint when thou art rebuked of him." The man no- 
ticeth the ftroke, and what impreflions of anger are 
engraven on it, and fo he putteth his mouth in the 
duft, if fo there may be hope, Lam. iii. 29. 
Whatever he meets with, he takes it as from thej 
Lord, and reverenceth the hand that fmiteth. — 
There is, (2.) A dread of what the Lord may in- 
Si& upon him : Pfal. cxix. 120. " My flefh trem- 
bleth for fear of thee, and I am afraid of thy 
judgements." The fearer ot the Lord fees, that 
whatever be his ftroke, it is lefs than his deferving. 
They fay as Ezra, chap. ix. 13. " Thou, our God, 
has punifhed lefs than our iniquities deferve;" and 
therefore fubmit/themfelves, left the Lord mak^ 
the ftroke greater, and punifh us feven times more. 
L et us now, 

n. Describe that kindly hope of his mercy, to 
be entertained in all cafes along with this holy fear« 
It is, 

I. A firm perfuafion of the good, gracious, and 
bountiful nature of God, who delights not in the 
miferv of his creatures : Pfal xxv 8 "Good and 
upright is the Lord, therefore will he teach finners 
in the way." Ezek, xviii. 23. <<Have I any pleafurc 
2 'dX 
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at all that the wicked fhould die ? faith the Lorft 
God 5 and not that he fhould retuni from las- 
ways and live ?" God is the fountain of all good- 
nefs to be found in man or angel, and fo is him- 
felf a boundlefs ocean of goodnefs. He loves tfo 
have poor finners entertaining thefe kindly- thou^fs 
of him. And well may they do fo, evch under 
hard prefTurcs, for God lays not on iflan moife 
than is meet or right, Job. xxxiv. 23. ; and cvc'n 
this he does with a kind of holy reluftancc, for " he - 
doth not affli£k willingly, nor grieve the cfaildreh 
'of men," Lam. iii. 33. 

2. A hope of mercy to all their unrighteoufiiefi, 
-through Chrift This is the great hope, calkJl. 
-the hope of the gofpel. Col. i. 23. For it is tlie 
main hope purchafed by Chrift to loft fons of A- 
•^dam, and held forth to them in the gofpel, Heb. . 
viii. 12. "I will be merciful to their unrighteou£- 
ftefs, and their fins and their iniquities will I re^ 
member no more." To caft away this hope, is.at 
once to throw difhonour on the mercy of the Fa- 
^er, and the blood of the Son, and the efficacy of 
his Spirit ; to caft it away, is to pleafe Satan, aiid : 
<to ruin our own fouls. 

3. A hope of good by their afSifbions, trials, 
and troubles : Rom . viii. 28. « And we know th^ - 
all things work together for good to them that loVc . 
God^ to them who are the called according to his s 
purpofe." It is the Lord's ordinary way to bring 
liis people nearer him by affliftions : " Before I 
tiras affli£ted, I went aftray, but now have I kept: 
thy word," Pfal cxix. 67. ; yea, by this way, alfo, 
does he bring in thofe that are ftrangers to him, 
Hofea, V. 15. "I will go and return to my place, 
till they acknowledge their offence and feek my 
•face ; in their afHiftions they will feek me early. 

When the Lord will not ufe a rod upon a perlbn, 

ihatr 
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a terrible fignj but there Is always hope when 
)rd is at pains with a rod ; and to hope for 
>od, is the way to advance it. 
i^ hope of lupport and prote<3:ion under their 
ons : Heb. xiii. s*6. « He hath faidi^ I will 
leave thee nor forfake thee j fo that we may 
fay, The Lord is my helper, and I will not 
^hat man (hall do unto me." The Lord can 
perfons through deep waters, and yet keep 
from finking, for he is the lifter up of the 
However high the waters fwell, they are 
^der the check ^ of him whom the winds and 
as obey. The everlafting arms underneath, 
fi not feen in the time, fecure the finner from 
g to the ground, and bring him fafe afliorc . 
faith and hope is the way to bring in that 
rt. 

^ hope of feafonable relief, or having fuch dc- 
ice in due time, as fliall be beft for God's hp- 
and their good : Pfal. xlii. 5. " Why art 
:aft down, O my foul ! and why art thou dif- 
d in me ? Hope thou in God, /or I (hall yet 
him for the help of his countenance." The 
[las many ways of giving relief from trouble. 
:imes he makes the ftorm blow off, and re- 
a calm ; fometimes he hides them in the 
and gives them a bleffed exchange, for an 
;d life in this world, a joyful happy life in 
;r world. It becomes us to hope for his 
', in whatever way he may fend it : Heb. x. 35. 
b not away your confidence, which hath great 
ipence of reward." 

A hope of eternal life in a better world : 
i. 13. " Wherefore gird up the loins of your 
be fober, and hope to the end, (for what .?), 
; grace that is to be brought unto you at the 
don of Jefus Chrift." Thofe hopes will ne- 
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verpleafe God that are confined to the things o( 
this world. He has provided and offers betta 
things to poor finners ; there is a hope laid up ibr 
us in heaven. Col. i. 5. While that hope rem^s 
firm and well grounded, happy is the foul, what- 
ever be its cafe; and fince he offers it, and makes it 
over to whofoever will embrace Chrift, that hope 
fhould never be caft away while we are here. 

7. A waiting for the mercy needed and defired: 
Pfal. xxvii. 14. " Wait on the Lord, be of good 
courage, and he fhall flrengthen tlitne heart : waiti 
I fay, on the Lord." The hoping foul >Bnll wwt 
for God, and bear till his time come, however bug 
it may feem to be.' He haih the times and fca^ 
fons in his own hand. He knows what is tk 
fitteft time for giving a mercy, and "we muft kin 
it in his own hand, and wait on him :«« Be pa- 
tient therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the 
Lord : Behold the hufbandnian waiteth for the 
precious fruit of the earth, and hath long patience, 
till he receive the former and the latter rain ; be 
ye'alfo patient, ftablifli your hearts, for the coining 
of the Lord draweth nigh." 

Lajl/yj All this hope is to be grounded only on 
the free grace of God through Jefus Chrift, and 
the precious promifes of the word, held forth to 
us in him, i Pet. i. 13. quoted already. Therefore 
it is called hope for his mercy : " Remember thy 
word unto thy -fervant, upon which thou haft cau- 
fed me to hope," Pfal. cxix. 49. If hope be 
founded on any work or merit in ourfclves, or 
be not bounded by the promife, that is to fay, if we 
hope for what God has not promifed,then it cannot 
be pleafing to him ; fo that this hope follows faidi's 
embracing Chrift in the gofpel, and refigning the 
foul to the Lord; which being done, hope goes and 
'ftands upon the watch-tower, to behold and wait 

for 
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For all promifed good things coming with Chrijit 
nrom God in due time to the foul. ■ W e now 
>xoceed, 

m. To fliew the neceffity of keeping up thit - 
loly fear and kindly hope together in all cafes. 
rhcy arc neceflary to keep an even balance in the 
bul at all^ timeSj ready to fall either to the one 
land or die other. God's voice to us is, Ifa. 
tatx. 21. " This is the way, walk ye in it, when 
'C, turn to the right hand, and when ye turn to. 
te. left." But, O ! how apt arc we to go off the . 
oad^ efpecially if we . are obliged to traverfe the 
QQuntains of darknefs and affli^ion, of defertion:. 
.nd temptation. But this fear and hope will 
ledge us on every hand, that we turn not to the 
ight hand or to the left ; whereas, if either be 
iranfing, there is a wide gape, at which we will , 

es^dily fall into the mire. But more paiticu- 

arfy, 

• I. They keep the foul from^fplitting on rocks 
»n both hands. We are in tliis world as on a fea, 
herefore had need to take care. The way we 
>afs is befet with two dangerous rocks ; one on . 
he left, defpairy where thoufands fplit ; another 
in the right, pr^fumptiony where ten thoufands have 
>een fhipwrecked ; fome fall on them in a dead 
;alxn, they are fearlefs and carelefs, and ere they 
irc aware they dafh on the rock of prefumption, 
ind go to the bottom : Job, xxi. 13. <• They fpend 
heir days in wealth, and in a moment go down to 
:hc grave.** To others a ftcrm arifes, they are 
.ofied, grow hopelefs, and then fplit on the rock 
3f defpair. Whereas holy fpar would carry us . 
fafe by the .one, and kindly hope by the other, 
(vhatever ilorms blow : " Which hope,*' fays Paul, 
" we have as an anchoc of the foul, both fure and 
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ftedfaft, and which cntereth into that within tbe 
vail," Hcb. vi. 19. 

2. They keep the heart in a due mean between 
carnal fecurity and torturing anxiety. Holy fear 
keeps men awake, M'hile fearlefs fouls are flcq>- 
ing within the fea-mark of wrath, not knowing 
when a wave may come and fweep them away, 
lliey may be faying, like the rich man. Soul, thou 
haft much goods laid up for many years, take thine 
reft } eat, drink, and be merry. But God may then 
fay, << Thou fool, this night thy foul fliall be rt-^ 
quired of thee," Luke, xii. 19. 20. Kindly hq» 
compofes the heart, and calms the difturbed fpirit^ 
while others dcftitute of it are tormenting them- 
felves. Fear keeps from foaring too high, hope 
from Gnking too low. 

3. Thty keep notably to the duty of praj^ngi 
which is neceflary in all cafes, and is a meilenger 
often to be fcnt to heaven, efpecially in times of 
trouble : Pfal. 1. 15. " And call upon me in the 
day of trouble, I will deliver thee, and thou fliak 
glorify me." Fear ftirs up to the duty^ hope draws 
to it. Fear fills the foul with reverence for Cod, 
and makes it to be in deep earneft in its addrefles ; 
hope guards it a gain ft terror and confufion in its 
applications to the throne. Fear carries off pre- 
funiptuous confidence J but hope makes it hang 
upon mercy and grace. 

4. They help on patience and refignation to the 
will of God, without which no man is mafter of 
himfclf : Luke, xxi. 19. " In your patience poifefs 
your fouls." Hope looks for better things, a calm 
after a ftorm -, fear tells us, fuch a ftroke, ill carried, 
may bring on a worfe-^ Thus the foul is in a holy 
manner both flattered and frighted into content- 
ment with its let. Ill us it is kept from defpifing 
the chaftenirg of the Lord, which many do, with 

their 



OF DrVTNE COMFLACENCT. lOJ 

tiicir natural rourage, and from fainting under liis 
rebukes, as weak-heaited ones are liable to. 

Laftlyy lliey arm us on every hand againft our 
adveiiary the devil : James, iv. 7. " Submit your- 
felves therefore to God; refill the devil, and he will 
flee from you.** There are two things, one of which 
the devil drives at continually: Either, (i.) To go 
forward with all eafe in the way of fin; for, fays the 
liar, there is no hazard ; and thus whole (hoals of 
finnecs go on to the pit. But the fear of God 
will repel this temptation. Or, (2.) Not to offer 
to return to God, or go to Chxift ; for, fays the 
murderer, there is no hope. But the kindly hope 
repels this. By this laft he attacks the awakened 
fiimer, and by die former the fecure one. What- 
ever be your cafe, then, get your fouls pofTefTed of 
this kindly hope and holy fear. Beware of quitting 
either hope or fear. Are you at eafe, and your hope 
great ? O balance it with fear, left, having too much 
fail without baUaft, ye fuddenly be overcaft and 
Of^erwhelmed. Are you in trouble, and your fears 
great ? O buoy up your fouls with hope, left ye 
fink altogedier. For motives, confider, 

1. The want of any of them makes you a prey 
to your grand enemy, i Peter, v. 8. " Be fober, 
be vigilant, for your adverfary the devil, as a roar- 
ing lion, vi^dketh about, feeking whom he may de- 
vour ; whom refift ftedfaft in the faith." Which 
ever of the avenues of ^the foul ftand open, the ene- 
my will enter by it ; and once he get in, you know 
not what havock he may make there. Are you 
fearlds ? he will have his fnaies fitted for that 
cafe. Are you hopelefs ? be fure he will take his 
advantage of it. 

2. The fafety of the foul in this Cnful and en- 
fiiaring world depends on vour entertaining both. 
The mariner may eafier vol the ocean vi\tS\o\3X 

Vox, J. K V\^ 
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lits compafs, the blind man go orer his heights and 
depths without his guide, than yon go through 
this world without thefe ; for the worft diat can 
befal them is the death of the hodj, but yoor 
fouls will be ruined. 

Laflly^ The want of either is highly diflxmour- 
able to Gk^d. Is there a God in heayen, and will 

Jou not fear him ? Has his Son died to purchafe 
ope to (inners ? and has he declared in Us wondi 
that he would have you hope in and for his mercyi 
and will ye not do it ? Mai. i. 6. ^< A fon honour- 
eth his father, and a fervant his mafter : if then I be 
a father, where is mine honour ? and if I be a ouh 
(ler, where is my fear? faith the^Jliord of hofts." 
By the want of fear, you declare yov^^iralue great- 
nefs; and by the want of hope, that ye can put n9 
trull in his word. I come now, 

IV. To (hew what is that pleafure which die 
Lord takes in fuch. 

1 . He approves them in fo doing. The Lord 
fays, Thou dideft well that it was in thine heart, 
though Satan may fudged it to be prefumptioo, 
Pfal. cxv. II. "Ye that fear the Lord, tnift in 
the Lord ; he is their help and their fhield." What 
God requires to be done, he will furely approve 
of when it is done ; this he requires, and theie- 
fore will approve of it. 

2. He accepts of them ; he is well pleafed with 
the perfons that do fo. 'the exercife of theft 
graces is a piece of very acceptable fervice to God, 
which he takes off tinners hands for Chriil's fake, 
though it be attended with many imperfedions* 
That unbelief which remains in the hearts of them 
that fear God, makes them fufped they will be 
very unwelcome to hope for good at the Lord'« 

band; 
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hand ; but it is a miftake,^ for fuch exercife is very 
pleafing to the Lord. 

3. The Lord delights in them that do fo. Their 
name may be Hephzibah, for the Lord dclighteth 
in them, as a father does in his child, who botli 
fears him, and hopes for good at his hand. 

(i.) The Lord delights in their perfons. Jer. 
zxxi. 20. *^ Is Ephraim my dear fon ? is he a 
pleafant child ? for fince I fpake againft him, I 
do earneftly remember him ftill, therefore my 
bowels are troubled for him : I will furely have 
mercy upon him, faith the Lord." They are ac- 
cepted in the beloved ; their fear carrying them to 
Chrift, and^ their hope fixing them upon him as 
the ftorehoufe of all bleffings. Being covered 
witli imputed righteoufnefs, they are all fair and 
lovely in the eyes of the Lord, there is no fpot in 
them. Song, iv. 7. 

(2.) He delights in their graces. Song, iv. 16. 
^ Let my beloved come into his garden, and eat 
his pleafant fruits.'* Holy fear and hope are the 
fruits of his own Spirit in the fouls of his people, 
that grow up there as in a garden, being watered 
widi the dew of heaven. They are leading 
graces, which bring along with them a train of 
others, all tending to promote holinefs in heart 
and life. 

(3.) In their duties. Provrxv. 8. "The prayer 
of the upright is his delight." Where the fear of 
the Lord has place, the duties of religion will get 
room J the foul will be afraid of neglefling to pay^ 
its .due homage unto the Lord ; and hope being' 
joined thereto, will bring them to the Lord with 
^xpcftation of good at his hand ; and this is the 
Lord's delight. 

(4.) In their copipany. Song, v. i. "I have 
Come into my garden, my fifter, my fpoufe " He. 
K 2 . \^x^^ 
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loves to hare them near him, hanging about Itf 
hand, converfing with him, receiving his woti 
from his mouth, and making their requefts known 
to him : Song ii. 14. " Let me iTee (fays he) Af 
countenance, let me hear thy voice j for fwcct is 
thy voice, and thy countenance is comely." The 
mighty God, who has his higher houfe in heaveiii 
lias the contrite fpirit for his lower houfc.— — I 
ihall now proceed, 

V. To confirm the do£krine of the text, or (hew, 
that the Lord taketb pleafure in thofgy 'whatever cafe 
they be in^ ivho entertain a holy fear of Aim, with if 
ki/idly hope in his mercy, — For this purpofe, confider, 

I. This is anfwerable and agreeable to the reve- 
lation of God's mind in his word, what he has 
made known of himfelf both in the law and in 
tlie gofpel. The fear of God is the great purpofe ^ 
of the law, hope for his mercy through Qurift is 
the great purpofe of the gofpel. The law was 
given in fuch an awful manner, as might fill fin- 
ners with the dread of the great Lawgiver} the 
gofpel brings in the blefled hope to loft finncrs, 
fo that this fear and hope, anfwering the defign of 
both, cannot mifs of being very pleafing to God. 

"2- It glorifies God in his glorious perfediions, 
difcovered to us in the face of' Jefus Chrift. The 
Rreat end of the gofpd-contrivance is, to fliew the 
glory of God in Chrift as in a glafs : 2 Cor. iv. d. 
" i^or Gojj^ ^j^Q commanded the light to flune 
out of darknefs, hath fhined in our hearts, to «ve 
us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God 
in die face of Jefus Chrift." Now, the entertain- 
I!!m^tL 1 'T* /T ^^^ ^^P'^ ^«* at once give 
JlL of ?^'^ ^i f '¥"• ^'^yf'-"- gives hmfdie 
glory of his awful majefty, inflexible iuft ice infi- 
mte power and holinefs ^J kindly hope i^^'^r^L 

mi. ' ^ov{ 
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gloiyof his free grace, mercy, love, and good- 
nefs : and the joining of thefe two together gives 
him the glory of his infinite wifdom, that hath 
found out the way to give vent to both in the fin- 
ner's cafe. 

3. It is agreeable to the Spirit's work of grace 
on the foul, whereby the finner is firft caft down, 
and then lifted up. The Spirit of God coming to 
the eleft foul, finds it fecure, carelefs, and pre- 
fumptuous, thinking itfelf " rich and increafed in 
goods, and ftanding in need of nothing," Rev. 
ill. 17. The fpirit then difcovers what a God, and 
what a law, the finner has to do with, and fo works 
this holy fear in the heart. When the foul is 
iwakened, it is ready to defpond ; and the Spirit 
jy the doGrines of the gofpel, works this hope. 
Thus the finner comes and cleaves to Chrift. 

Lajtly^ The Lord is very gracious unto fuch. 
rhey arc entertained with fome ofi^-fallings while 
Jiey hang about his hand in the ordinances and 
luties of religiort : Pfal. Ixv. 4. " "We fhall be fa- 
tisfied with the goodnefs of thy houfe, even of 
thy holy temple." Yea, they are filled as with 
marrow and fatnefs ; Gkxi makes known his fe- 
rrets to them^ even thd fecrets of his covenant : 
Pfal. XXV. 1 4. " The fecret of the Lord is with 
them that fear him, and he will fliew them his 
::ovenant." - He fhews them alfo the fecrets of 
liis word: Luke, xxiv, 32. "And they faid one 
to another, Did not our heart burn Within us, 
while he talked with us by the way, and while he 
ripened to us the fcriptures ?" Alfo the fecrets of 
his works, and the difpenfations of his providence. 
And at length they fhall be admitted to the full 
fruition of him in a better world \ they (hall enter 
into the joy of their Lord, and be for ever with 

K3 TU^ 
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SERMON VnL 

PsAL. cxivii. 11. The Lord taheth pleafure in Atfi 
that fear him, in thoje that hope in his mercj. 

HAVING, in the preceding difcourfe, briefly 
gone through the do£brinal part, it only w» 
mains, that, in the 

VI. And laft placCj I make a^pradical improve- 
ment of the whole \ in doing which, I propofe to 
enlarge at confiderable length, by adverting to the 
difierent parts of this fubje£t. — I begin, 

I. With an ufe of information. It informs us, 

1. That God in Chrift is full of good-will to 
poor iinners. Since he will have them thus to de- 
pend upon him as children on a father, fearing 
and hoping in him \ he it is who will have all men 
to be faved, and come to the knowledge of the 
truth, I Tim. ii. 4. Is not this a plain proof that 
he hath no pleafure in the death of him that dieth ? 
Eccl. xviii. 13. and that their ruin is of them- 
felves, if they ihould perifh \ that he does not caft 
them off that hang by him, nor caft them out 
that come unto him, John, vi. 37. 

2. That however prosperous and favourable 
our cafe be, wc have ground to keep up a holy 

1^^ fear 
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• upon our fpirits : " Happy is the man thart: 
eth alway," Prov. xxviii. 14. Whether it be 
our outward ftate in the world, or our fpiri- 
ftate, be peaceful, eafy, and profperous, ftill 
e is ground to fear, for we are in hazard of 
[iding God in it. There is no way fo plain 
even, but we may ftumble in it. Outward 
perity ruins many : " The profperity of fools 
I deftroy them," Prov. i. 31. And even in a 
perous ftate of the foul, there is no fafety in 
ig fecure and carelefs, for in the managing of 
we are apt to oflFend : a Cor. xii. 7. «< left 
ould be exalted above meafure, through the 
iidance of the revelations, there was given uur 
le a thorn in* the flefli, the meflenge'r of Satan 
uffet me, left I fliould be exalted above mea- 
." No paradife on earth but the ferpent may 
bund there ; and if one were rapt up to the 
d heavens, like Paul, they will bring back with 
n a corrupt heart, ready to give them a flip, 
ead them aftray. We are in danger of a heavy 
1 and fed change in our condition, we are ** to 
e God with fear, and rejoice with trembling," 
I. ii. II. See how quickly David's profperity 
i changed : Pfal. xxx. 7. « Thou didft hide thy 
r, and I was troubled." Job's condition, both 
iporal and fpiritual, how fuddenly was it chan- 
? Sovereignty lifts up and cafts down, and 
anger of a jealous God may foon be ftirred, fo 
:o make a mighty overturn in one's condition ; 
refore we fhould not be ** high-minded, but 
r," Rom. xi. 20. 

|. It informs us, that however low one's cafe 
there is ftill room for hope while here ; there- 
e we fhould always entertain a kindly hope: 
L xliii. 5^ « Why art thou caft down, O nay 
1 ? why art thou difquieted jn me i Hoi^ .m 
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God, for I fhall yet praife him, who is Ae hcalA 
of my countenance, and my God.** One maybe at 
his wits end with his difficulties, knowing of no 
outgate, but yet he may have ground of faith and 
hope, becaufe — fo great things have been. done 
by Our merciful God, as to raife us up. He made 
a world out of nothing, he has raifed the dead, 
and particularly Chrift, while the y^hole dcft'f 
fms lay as a grave-ftone on him. What, then, 
hinders him to do a great work for us, when he 
has done a greater ? In him we may truft that be 
will yet deliver us, 2 Cor. i. i o.— ^Whatever our 
cafe be, we arc not the firft that have been in it, 
and delivered too in God*s own way. Pfal. xxii. 4. 
«< Our fathers trufted in thee, and thou didft de- 
liver them." People are apt to fay. Never oflfc 
was in fuch cafe as theirs. But, «« is there an? 
thing whereof it may be faid. See, this is new? 
it hath been already of old time which was before 
us," Eccl. i. 10.; and fuppofe it were new, yet 
faith and hope in God are not in vain ; for he 
has a new cure for a new cafe, Ifa. xliii. 18. 19. 
Whatever our cafe be, can it be worfc than a 
loft cafe ? Luke xix. 10. " ^JThe Son of man came 
to feek and fave that which is loft." Can it be* 
worfe than a felf-deftroving cafe ? Hof. xiii. 9. 
«« O Ifrael, thou haft deftroyed thyfelf, but in me 
is thine help." Can it be worfc than a cafe b 
itfelf quite hopelefs, even as dry bones ? Ezek. 
xxxvii. II. 12. but even by the Spirit of the Lord 
thefe bones can be made alive. — It is not beyond 
the reach of the power of God. Gen. xviii. 14. 
«* Is any thing too hard for the Lord ?" who can 
be fo low, as that the everlafting arms cannot 
raife up ? with God nothing is impoffible. A 
word from heaven can make all things take a 
happy turn, for faying and doing are but one 
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thing with God. God fays to the finnef, Bc- 
lieveft thou that I can do thefe things ? If thou 
doft^ there is a ground of kindly hope. — In a 
word, the covenant of promife reaches to, and 
includes mercy of all kinds, neceffary to make us 
happy ; fo that we have not only God's power, 
but his will, to give us mercy in all cafes held out 
to us in the word, if fo be we will take his way 
of faith and hope. — From this fubjedt there is, 

IT* An ufe of exhortation, in feveral branches. 

I. Fear the Lord ; get and entertain a holy fear 
of God in your fpirits. The profane and licer*- 
tious lives of fome, the carnal and loofe hearts of 
others, proclaim a general want of this, Pfal. 
xxxvi. I. ** The tranfgreflion of tlie wicked faith 
within my heart, that there is no fear of God 
before his eyes." But all fear of God is not a 
holy fear pleafmg to God. There is a fervile fear, 
and a filial fear. Not to the former, but to the 
latter, I exhort you. 

Herewith fome various difficulties and inquiries 
may arife, which we fhall endeavour to anfwer, 
fuch as, 

I. When is the fear of God only flavifh ? In 
anfwer to this, take the following Obfervations : 
The fear of God is only flavifh, 

(i.) When it arifeth only from the confideration 
of God's wrath as a juft Judge. 1 his fear of God is 
to be found in the unconverted ; they have the fpl* 
lit of bondage again to fear, Rom. viii. 15. ; 
yea, in the devils, they believe and tremble. Jam. 
11. 19. } and if the confcience once be awakened, 
though the heart be not fanftified, this fear can- 
not mifs to take place. It is a natural paffion 
flowing from felf-love and a fight of danger, 
which is fo much the more vehement, in propor* 
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tion as the danger apprehended is greater or {raaSktf 
nearer or more diftant. One under this fear, fern 
Goda& the flave fears his mafter, becaufe of tbe 
whips^which he is afraid of being laflied ; he ab- 
ftains from fin, not out of hatred of it, but 1)^ 
caufe of the wrath of God annexed to it. An ap- 
prehenfion of God's heavy hand on him here, or of 
hell and damnation hereafter, is the predominant 
motive of his fear of God, whom he fears only a. 
an incenfed Judge, and his powerful enemy. 

(2.) When it checks or kills the love ai God. 
1 here is a fear oppofite to the love of God, which 
by this very chara&er is difcovered to be bafe and 
fervile : i John, iv. 18. "There is no, fear in tore, 
but perfe^l love cafleth out fear, becaufe fear hath 
torment." There is a neceflary connexion be- 
twixt true fear and love, the one cannot be widy 
out the other ; they are both links of the iame 
chain of grace, which the Holy Spirit gives thofc 
whom he fanftifies j but flavifh fear fills the heart 
with hard thoughts of God, and the more it pre* 
vails, the farther is the foul from the love of God. 

(3.) When it drives the finnet away from God. 
Under its influence, Adam and Eve hid themfelvei 
from the prefence of the Lord God, and Cain 
went out from his prefence. All the graces of 
the Spirit, as they come from the Lord, fo they 
carry the finner back to him ; fo no doubt it is an 
ungracious fear of God that frights the finner a- 
way from him ; for they that feek arid return to 
him, will fear him and his righteoufnefs. This 
fear hath this efieft in different degrees, and the 
higher the worfe : — It takes heart and hand from 
perfons in their approaches to God, i John iv. 18. 
quoted already ; it kills them before the Lord, 
knocks all confidence and hope in God on the 
bead, fo that tlieir hearts at duty are like Nabal*s, 
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during within them, and become as a (tone ; fo 
vHien they fhould run for their life, it cuts the 
Goews of their endeavours; when they would 
wreftle for the blefling, it makes their knees feeble, 
and their hands hang down> — It makes them firft 
averfe to duty, and then give up with it; they 
deal with Gk>d as one with his avowed enemy, into 
wbofe prefence he will not come. Gen. iii. 8. The 
people of God have fometimes had a touch of this, 
2 Sam. vi. 5). " And David was afraid of the Lord 
that day, and faid. How ihaU the ark of the Lord 
come unto me ?** Though it never prevails with 
them to extinguifh love, yet fometimes a believer 
18 like a faulty child, who, inftead of humbling 
himfelf before his parents, hides himfelf in fome 
comer, and is fo frighted, that he dare not come 
in, and look the parent in the face ; but this is a 
raoft dangerous cafe, efpecially if it lafts long. — — 
fn a word, it makes them run to phyficians of no 
value. For what is more natural than men that 
arc frighted from God under apprehended danger, 
to run to fome other quarter, and that to their 
own ruin, Rev. vi. 16. " And faid to the moun« 
tains and to the rocks. Fall on us and hide us from 
the face of him th^t fitteth on the throne, and 
from the wrath of the Lamb." 

2. What is to be thought of this flavifh fear of 
God ? To this I anfwer. There is fomething good 
In it, and fomething evil. 

. (i.) There is fomething good it, namely, the 
fear of God's wrath for iin, which lies unpardoned 
on the guilty finner, or which the fmner may be 
inclined to commit: James, ii. 19. <* Thou be- 
lieved that there is one God, thou doft well." To 
caft off fear of the wrath of God, and the terrible 
puniihments which he has annexed to (in, is a 

pitch 
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pitch of wickednefs which but the veiy worft o( 
men arrive at. The fear of God's wrath againft 
fin, and that duly influential too, is recommended 
to us by Chrift himfelf, Luke xii. 5. << Fear lum," 
fays he, << which, after he hath killed, hath power 
to call into hell, yea, I fay unto you. Fear hmu^ 
It is alfo recommended bv the example of the Toy 
beft of faints, Job, xxxi. 23. <^ For deftmffoft 
from God was a terror unto me ;" and fiiys Da- 
vid, << My flefli trembleth for fear of thee, and I 
am afraid of thy judgements,** Pfal. cxix. 12a 
And the law of God is not fenced with terron to 
be difregarded, but to awe men's fpirits. But, 

(2.) ' I here is fomething evil in it, yea, much 
evil in it, if we confider,— — The fcrimpoeft and 
narrownefs of its fpring. Why (hould the feat o( 
God be confined to fprhig up froni his wrath a- 
gainft fin only or chiefly, fince there are fo 
many other perfedions of God, which may gat 
rife to tlie fear of him, which are difregarded 
b^ this means ? It.«afts a vail of difrefpdEl on 
his holinefs, goodnefs, and hatred of fin, on hU 
relations of Creator, Preferver, Father, Supreme 
Lord, and Governor of the world. The hor- 
rible efllefbs and tendency thereof, as it rifcs 
only from this fpring, and overflows all the banb 
of godly fear. Fear of God, even of his wrath, is 
good, but the excefs of it is very bad. Fire and 
water are both good and neceflary, but very bad 
when the one burns man, and the other drowns 
him. Hence, fince what is acceptable in the 
fight of God is perfeft in parts, though not in 
degrees, is good in the manner as well as matter, 
this fear is not what he takes pleafure in, nay, it 
is difpleafing to him, and is the fin of thofe who 
hear the gofpel, whofe fear ought to be extended 
according to the revelation made to them. And 
i^ thus 
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thus one may be difplcadng to himfelf, to thofe a- 
bout him, and to God alfo ; and if they attain to 
no other fear of God, what they fear will probably 
come upon them. Nererthelefs, this fear, kept 
within bounds, may, by the Spirit, be made the 
means to bring the finner to the Lord in his cove* 
nant. For the fear of God's wrath is a good thing 
in itfelf, Rom. viii. 15. ; it ferves to roufe the (in- 
ner out of his fecurity, to make him fenfible of 
his danger, and to feek for relief : Pfal. ix. 20. 
^ Put them in fear, O Lord, that the nations may 
know themfclves to be but men." And therefore 
the law, and its threatening, as a red flag, are dif- 
played in the fight of fecure fmners, that they 
may be roufed to flee from the wrath to come. 

To this there may be offered this obje6tion. 
The fear of the Lord's wrath can make but an un- 
found clofing with the Lord in his covenant. ji/if> 
That is very true, if there be nothing more. But 
fear of God's wrath not only may, but ordinarily, 
if not always does, begin the work which love 
crowns. Fear brings men to the gates of the city 
of refuge, and when they are there, love is kin- 
dled, and makes them prefs forward. Fear brings 
the poor captive woman to confer with the con- 
queror about the match ; but thereby love is kin* 
died, and faith makes the match. It works, how- 
ever, very differently at other times ; for Satan and 
our corrupt hearts are ready to drive forward this 
fear of God's wrath to exceed all bounds ; and no 
wonder, for when it has got over the boundaries, 
it makes fearful havock in the foul's cafe, like a 
confuming fire, deadening all good motions to- 
wards God, and quickening evil ones, to the dif- 
honour of God, and one's own torment ; and no 
cafe out of hell is liker hell than this, both in re- 
{pcSt of (in and mifery. But when the Spirit o£ 

VoL.L L Go\ 
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God has a faving woriL in view, he can eafiij 
make die fpirit of bondage fubfenrient to the fpirit 
of adoption. 

3. How fhould one manage in the cafe of a 
flavifh fear of God's wrath ? Here I anfwcr. We 
had need to be well guided^ for the lofing or win- 
ning of the foul depend upon it. For your af- 
fiftance I offer the following Di&ectioks. 

(i.) Labour to clear the grounds of your fear 
of God's wrath, by a rational inquiry and difco- 
very. There are, even of thefe fearsy fomeihatdo 
really proceed from a bodily diftemper vitiadng 
the imagination, namely, from melancholy} and 
the like ; and in this cafe, your trouble rifcs and 
falls according to the' difpofition of your bodiesi 
but not according to the comfort or terror you re- 
ceive from God's word, as it is in truly fpiritual 
troubles. Thus it often comes on, and goes o^- 
they know not how ; (hewing the firft wound to 
be in their head, not in their confcience. Of Ais 
fort was the evil fpirit Saul was troubled with, 
under which he got eafe by mufic, not by Ws 
Bible. In this cafe, as well as others, it would 
be of ufe to confider the real grounds of fear from 
the Lord's word, and the confideration of one's 
own ftate or cafe, and fo to turn it as much as 
may be into folid fears upon pbin and evident 
reafons for it. This would be a ftep to the falva- 
tion of the foul. But, alas ! it is fad to think of 
tormenting fear kept up on we know not what 
grounds, and which can produce no good ; while 
in the mean time people will not be at pains to 
inquire into the real evidences of their foul*s ha- 
zard, the finfulnefs of their ftate, heart, and life. 
A(k, then, yourfelves, what real ground there is 
from the Lord's word for this fear of yours. 

(2.) Beware of cafting off the fear, dread, and 

awe 
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awe of the wrath of God againft (in ; Job, xv. 4, 
<« Yea, thou cafteft off fear, and reftraineft prayer 
before God." ^fhis is the ifTue of fome people's 
fears, who, one way or other, get their necks 
from under the yoke, and grow more ftupid, 
fearlefs, and profane, than even by the juft judge- 
ment oJF God. It is true, that fear is not enough ; 
but there is fomething to be added, and yet not 
this fear cad away. If thou be brought into a 
ftate of fonfliip to God^ the dread of God's wrath 
againd fin will come along with you, though it 
will be no more flavifli ; as if a flave were made 
his mailer's fon by adoption, he would (till fear 
his anger, though not flavifhly as before. But be 
one's ftate what it will, better be God's flave, 
fearing him for his wrath only, than the devil s 
free-man, cafting off the fear of God altogether. 
ITiere is lefs ill in the former than in the latter. 
Yea, 

(3.) Caft not. off the fear of that wradi, even 
its overtaking you, till fuch time as thy foul be 
brought away freely to Jefus Chrift : Hof. v. 8. 
«« I will go and return to my place, till they ac- 
knowledge their ofience ; in their affli£tion they 
will feck me early.." ^Fhou haft no warrant to 
caft it off fooner, for certainly wrath is purfuing 
thee, till thou be within tlie gates of the city of 
refuge ; and to be without fear of that wrath that 
is ftUl advancing on a perfon, is ruining. Indeed, 
as foon as thou haft fincerely come to Chrift in his 
covenant, though the fear of wrath again It fin ia 
never to be laid by, yet then thou mayeft and 
oughteft to caft off the fear of vindiftive wrath 
overtaking thee : " There is no condemnation to 
them that are in Chrift Jefus," Rom. viii. i. 

(4.) Look not always on an abfolute God, for 
furely that can produce no fear of God but a (la- 
L 2 Vx'JVa 
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vi(h one ; but look on God in Chrift as the tryft- 
inj'-place himfclf has fct, for receiving the ad- 
drefles of the guilty on a throne of grace : 2 Cor. 
V. 19. << God was in Chrift, reconciling the world 
unto liimfelf, not imputing their trefpafles unto 
them." This is the way to repre& and curb the 
horrible efle£ks of flavifh fear, to make love tx> 
God, faith, and hope, fpring up in the foul, and 
fo mould that fear of thine into filial fear and rs- 
verence. In a God out of Chrift thou canft dif- 
cern nothing but inflexible juftice, and the utmoft 
terror ; and from his throne of unvailed majefty» 
hear nothing but terrible .voices, thunders, and 
earthquakes. But in a God in Chrift thou maycft 
behold bowels of mercy, and flowing compaflions ; 
and from the throne of grace hear the ftill finall 
voice of mercy and peace, Ifa. xzxv. 3. 4. 

(5.) At what time foever you find the fear of 
God's wrath begin to choak the love of God in 
your hearts, or to drive you away from him in 
-any way, check and curb that fear refolutely, let 
it not proceed, though you were in the time 
under the moft atrocious fin : Plal. Ixv. 3. <« Ini- 
quities prevail againft me ; as for our tranfgref- 
fions, thou wilt purge them away." For then 
you are in the march between God's ground and 
the devil's ; and there is a wind from hell, blow- 
ing up the fire of fear, that will confume- you, if 
it be not quenched ; for the feparation of tne fool 
from God, and its going away from him, can in 
no cafe fail to be of a ruining nature : and the 
more that it increafes with a perfon, his heart will 
be the more hardened, and he will be fet the far- 
ther ofi^ from repentance. 

(6.) Greedily embrace any gleam of hope firom 
the Lord's own word, and hang by it. Ye fhouU 
do like Benhadad's fervants, and fay^ We have 
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heard that the king of Ifrael is a merciful king^ 
and we hope he will fave us, i Kings, xx. 31. 
The apoftle calls hope the Chriftian's head-piece, 
I ThefT. V. 8- not to be thrown away in a time 
of danger. 

JLa/tly^ Come away refolutely to the Lord Jefus, 
lay hold on him in the gofpel-ofFer, and confent 
to tlie covenant: Heb. vii, 25. "He is able to 
fave to the uttermoft all that come unto God by 
him." Lay hold on the horns of this our altar, 
and you fhall not die ; he will fwallow up death 
in viclory, Ila, xxv. 8. Flee into this city of re- 
fuge ; the avenger fhall not overtake thee. Do 
as the lepers of Samaria did, reafoncd with them- 
felves, and went to the camp, where meat was to 
be found. Thou art like to fink in a fea of wrath, 
Jefus holds out his hand to draw thee afhore. 
Thou art afraid, perhaps, it is not to thee, it is 
vain to try; but know that it is the hand tliat 
muft uke thee out, or thou art a gone man j ne- 
gle£ting to take hold, thou art ruined ; otherwife, 
thou canft be but ruined. 

4. When is the fear of the Lord holy, filial, 
and reverential, fuch as the Lord takes pleafure 
in ?-— For your fatisfaftion in this inquiry, I 
would anfwer, 

{ I.) When the chief fpring of it is not our own 
harm, but God*s infinite excellence and perfeftion 
ilriking an awe upon the foul : Gen. xxviii. 17. 
" And Jacob was afraid, and faid. How dreadful 
is this place ! this is none other but the houfe of 
God, and the gate of heaven." On this account, 
God was called the fear of the holy patriarchs, 
while in the world. Gen. xxxi. 42. Thus inge* 
nuous children fear their parents, not becaufe of 
the ill they may do them, but becaufe of that au- 
thority and fupcriority they have over them. — 
L 3 ^\vs.u 
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When the foul is awed into a profound r c r e r e nce 
for God^ by the confideration of his tranfcendent 
excellence in all things, this is a becoming or true 
filial fear. 

(2.) When the offending of God is feared as 
the greatcft evil. A gracelefs man may fear the 
puiiifhment of fwearing, but a righteous man fear- 
etli an oath^ Ecclef. ix. 2. ; the former may fear 
the threatening as the greateft evil, but the righ- 
teous fearcth the commandment, and fhall be re- 
warded, Prov. xiii. 13. ^Vhat would the moft 
of the world fear about (in, if they were fecured 
againft wrath ? Nothing. But the fearer of God, 
his great fear would remain notwith (landing, viz. 
the difplcafmg of his gracious Father. 

(3.) When fear of his wrath is joined with a 
kindly afFcclion and love to him, Pfal. xc. 11.— 
13. No man fears God who has not a dread of 
his anger, and the more grace, the more of this 
dread ; fo that a godly man will fear a frown 
more than another a ftroke of his hand. But 
withal this does not (Iraiten the heart, but enlarge 
it in love to him i for thefe perfedions of God 
that arc the moft proper objefts of fear, are beau- 
tiful and lovely in the eyes of a faint ; and there- 
fore under the efFedts of his anger, they condemn 
themfelves and juftify God. 

Lajlly, When the fear of God draws the (in- 
ner to God and makes him cling to him, Hof. lii. 
5. « They fhall fcek the Ijord their God, and Da- 
vid their king ; and (hall fear th^ Lord and his 
goodnefs in the latter days." As if he had faid, 
llicy fliall fear away to the Lord, like a good-na- 
tured cl.il.l under fear of his parent, running a- 
way to h'.r. . and catching hold of him ; the lan- 
guage oi vv iilcli is, Any rfiing but feparation from 
my holy F.nl'cr, Holy fear alfo keeps the foul 
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widi the Lord, Jer. xxxii. 40. « I will put my 
fear in their hearts, and they fhall not depart from 
me/' and that upon the fame principle. 

5, How doth this fear work in the gracious 
foul ? To this queftion I anfwer, Holy fear is an 
influential grace, difFiiiing its influence through the 
whole man, and therefore all religion is often com- 
prehended und^ the name of fear of God. 

( I.) It makes God's verdift of things in his holy 
law the man's complete ftandard. In matters of 
faith, it caufes him believe that God has faid it ; 
in matters of prad^ice, to do or forbear, becaufe 
God has bid or forbid it, though his own reafon 
and all the world fhould contradiffc, Prov.iii. 7. " Be 
not wife in thine own eyes 5 fear the Lord, and 
depart from evil." Holy fear awes the foul into 
implicit compliance with all that an incomprehen- 
fible God makes known in his word. So was A- 
braham brought to o£Fer his fon, and the fear of 
God carried him over all obftrufbions. Gen. xxii. 

12. 

(2.) It awes the foul into abftaining from fuch 
fins as there is no other awe -band againft. There 
are fome cafes of temptation, wherein there is no- 
thing from any creature to marr compliance with 
it, the way is quite clear on that part. But then 
the fear of God will be a fufficient reftraint. 
Sometimes thou mayeft have a fair occafion to 
wrong thy neighbour, and there is no fear of his 
knowing thou didft it; but if thou feared God, 
thou dareft not for thy foul do it, more than if all 
the world were looking on thee. Lev. xix. 14. 
" Thou ftialt not curfe the deaf, nor put a ftum- 
bling-block before the blind, but fhalt fear thy 
God, I am the Lord." Sometimes occafions for 
fin occur, and men will bear thee out in the (in- 
ful pra^ice i but if thou feareft God, thou dareil 
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not do it, more than if all the world fhould con- 
fpire to hinder thee, Job, xxxi. 21. — 23. Holy 
Providence lays fuch occafions before men far 
their trial. 

(3.) It awes the foul into compliance with du- 
ties, even fuch as one has no other thing to drive 
him to, Ecclef. xii. 13. « Fear God and keep Ms 
commandments, for this is the whole duty of 
man." Holy fear reverenccth the authority of 
God, not only in abftaining from fin, but in com- 
plying with duties, Dcut. vi. 13. " Thou (halt 
fear the Lord tliy God, and ferve him." Thofe 
'who have no inward principle to fet them on 
to duty, have no fear of God before their eyes. 
But that principle will cany a man to duty, over 
the belly of oppofition arid contradidiion, from 
Satan, an evil world, and the corrupt reafonings 
of one's own heart. 

(4.) It makes one mainly fear the off<:nce of 
God in the commiflion of fin, and omiilion of du- 
ties. The great care of a fearer of God is, left 
he depart from God, Jer. xxxii. 40.; holy fear and 
love are always joined, and therefore he that truly 
fears God, hates fin, and loathes it, becaufe God 
hates it, Prov. viii. 13." The fear of the Lord is to 
hate evil." He loves his duty becaufe it is pleafing 
in the Lord's fight ; whereas others hate fin for 
fear of wrath, and only love duty for the fake of 
the reward. It fufFers not the foul to reft in any 
degree of holinefs already attained, but fpurs it on 
towards perfedlion: 2 Cor. vii. i. « Having, there- 
fore, theie promifes, dearly beloved, let us cleanfe 
ourfelves from all filthinefs of the flefh and fpirit, 
perfediing holinefs in the fear of God." As Noah's 
fear made him not only begin the ark, but advance 
the work till it was perfedled, fo this holy fear 

ftill 
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ftill works againft fin« till the foul be out of ha- 
zard; and that is not till death. Truce with (in, 
or indulging lufts, fay either there is no fear of 
God in the heart, or that it is afleep ; for in 
whatfoever meafure one fears God, he will (land 
at a diftance from fin, and feek the deftrudiion of 
his corruptions. 

Laftiyf It carries the man to his duty, orer the 
belly of the fear of man or any other creature, 
Matth. X. 28. << And fear not them which kill 
die body, but are not able to kill the foul." If one 
be in hazard of being frighted from his duty, by 
the fear either of devils or of men, there is no anti- 
dote like the fear of God, i Peter, iii. 14. « But 
and if ye fu(Fer for righteoufnefs fake, happy arc 
ye ; and be not afraid of their terror, neither be 
ye troubled ;" for as the light of the fun removes 
the light of a glow-worm, tliat fhines only in the 
dark , fo the fear of God bani(heth other fear in 
the point of duty to the Lord. 

I ihall now add a few Motives to influence 
the ftudy of this filial fear ; fuch as, 

1. Infinite greatnefs and goodnefs meet together 
in him, and in him only, and therefore it is his due, 
Jer. X. 7. «♦ Who would not fear thee, O king 
of nations ? for to thee doth it appertain." His 
glorious and unfpeakable perfections entitle him to 
it, and it cannot be denied him without the higheft 
facrilege. Nay, men muft needs be (Irangers to 
him, who do not fear him ; for no fooner does the 
creature know him, but it muft fear him; the 
fight of his greatnefs without his goodnefs, will 
produce a terror; but the fight of both, a holy re« 
verence. 

2. The relations requiring reverence of us meet 
together in him ; and the truth is, we owe no 
reverence to any, but as they do in fome fort, by 
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attainment, I would offer tbe following Diuc- 

TIONS. 

1. Labour to know God, who and what he is, 
I Kings, viii. 43. *' That all people of the eardi 
may know thy name, to fear thee, as do thy pcoj^ 
Ifrael." It is a benefit of the fecond covenant, to 
know the Lord, Hofea, ii. 20. " I. will even Ix> 
troth thee unto me in faithfulnefe, and thou (halt 
know the Ix)rd." God, to the moft of the worid, 
is like a prince in difeuife amongft his fubjedi, 
they treat him rudely becaufe they do not know 
him ; an unknown God will not be feared. While 
ignorance of God reigns in the heart, there is no 
place for holy fear ; for that will make men count 
darts asftubble,and laugh at the fhaking of thefpear. 

2. Stir up in your hearts a defire to fear him ; 
it is a token for good, when one is willing to 
entertain the fear of Ciod, Neh. i. 1 1. « Thy &r- 
vants who defire to fear thee." This defire hath 
the promife, and it will be accompanied with 
fuitable endeavours after it. Many fight againft 
the fear of God, that they may live at eafe^ and 
may be able to give themfelves loofe reins to 
their finful pradiices ; no wonder their hearts be 
iiardened from it. And hence, if at any time they 
be tnken with the fear of Cod, they do what they 
can to be freed of it, as they would pluck out ar- 
rows out of their flefh. 

3. Take C^od for your God in Chrift, and devote 
yourfelves to him. The God we chofe for our 
God, we will fear ; Micah, iv. 5 <« For all people 
will walk every one in the name of his God, aud we 
will walk in tne name of the Lord our God for 
ever and ever." And fo, when men fet up their 
idols of jealoufy in the Lord's room, thefe get the 
fear that is due to God. So the .worldling fears 
his clay god, his life is in its fmilcs, and its frown* 
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are his death. But take the Lord for your God, 
I fay, in Chrift ; for no otherwife he ofFLrs him- 
felf to us in the covenant, 2 Cor. v. 1 9. This is the 
way to holy fear: For, (i.) It is a promifcd bent^fit 
of the covenant, Jer. xxxii. 40. " I will put my 
■ fear in their hearts." Whoever comes into God's 
covenant of grace, the fear of God is, by the holy 
Spirit, ftamped upon their hearts, whereby it rnay 
be known that they belong to God as children ; and 
they devote themfelves, on the other hand, to his 
fear, Pfal. cxix. 38. They are his fervants, devoted 
to his fear. 'ITiey give themfelves to it, and make 
it their great ftudy. (2.) This covenant is a cove- 
nant of peace and friendfhip betwixt God and the 
guilty creature, through a ilediator, Heb. xii. 22. 
— 24. fo that thy ftate is changed, the moment 
that thou comeft into the covenant, from enmity 
to peace with God, Eph. ii. 19 they become fel- 
low-citizens with the faints, and are of the houfc- 
hold of God. This happily joins love and dread of 
God together, producing holy fear and reverence of 
God ; whereas, while God is apprehended cer- 
tainly as an enemy to us, fear him we may with 
ilariih fear, but not with holy fear, fmce we can- 
not love him. 

4. Be much in the exercife of repentance. Sor- 
rowing after a godly fort for fin, as it difhonours 
God, is ofFenfive to his majefty, feparates the fin- 
ncr from God, and expofcs the foul to his anger, 
is the ready way to produce holy fear for the time 
to come, 2 Cor. vii. 11. Yea, what fear, fays 
Paul, namely, as the efieft of forrow after a godly 
fort ; they that are burnt dread the fire ; and they 
that feel the bitternefs of fm, will fear God, and 
ftand at a diftance from it. llie looking into our 
frightful aSs of fin, will awe our hearts with a 
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dread of the offended Majefty, and make us M 
Juwn, faying, " Forgive u& our debts." 

5. Pray for it earneftly as a proxnifed benefit o( 
the covenant, and join thereto a faith of particulit 
confidence : Matth. xxi. 22. << And all thingi, 
v/hatfoever ye (Iiall a(k, believing ye fliall rccdie 
them." Beg of God, that he would manifeft biniF 
felf to you, fo as ye may be filled with holy ktt 
of him. Ye may read and hear much of God, 
and little imprcflions be made on your fpirits by it 
Ht all ; but \i^'hcn the Lord difcovers himfclf to die 
linncr, his own glorious light will fo reprefentUm 
us the foul cannot chufe but both love and ficsff 
him : Job, xlii. 5.6. << I have heard of thee br 
tlic hearing of the ear, but now mine eye feetu 
thee : Wherefore I abhor myfelfy and repent in. 
dull and allies." 

Lq/l/yt Draw together the fcattered afleAioni 
and faculties of the foul, and fet them on the 
Lord : Pfal. Ixxxvi. 11." Unite my heart to fear 
tliy name." As the fcattered rays of the fun will 
not burn, till they be collc£lcd by a burning-glals ; 
fo the heart, walking at random, will not be filled 
with holy fear. Withdraw your hearts from pur- 
fuing vanities, and gadding after idols, and labour 
to lee the Lord in thofe glailes where we may 
perceive how he is to be feared. 

I would urge you to look to him particularly, (i.) 
In the glafs of his word. See how he is there re« 
prefcntcd as one worthy to be feared : Pfal. Ixxxix. 
7. « God is greatly to be feared hi the ailembly of 
the faints, and to be had in reverence of all them 
that are about him." O with what awful folem- 
nity may we hear him there fpeaking of himfelf, 
his faincs fpcaking of him and to him ! and the 
angels alfo, with their vailed faces, crying. Holy, 
holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty. Ilad wc 

eyes 
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•yes to difccm his voice in his word, every page 
would fill our hearts with profoundeft reverence- 
Sec him, (i.) In the Ihining holinefs of his com- 
mandments, perfedly pure from all earthly drofs ; 
and when dius fecn, how can the (inful crc^ti;rc 
not fear him ! Enod. xv. ii. « Who is like ui.to 
dice, O Lord, among the gods ? who is like unto 
thee, glorious in holinefs, fearful in prailes, do- 
ing wonders ?" He appears there to be all light, 
and that in him there is no darkncfs at all. The 
holy, fpiritual, and extenfive law, may fill our 
hearts with the dread of the Ijawgiver, of whofe 
nature it is a tranfcript. See him, (2 ) In the 
amazing fovereignty of his threatcnings. This 
filled good Jofiah with fear, 2 Kings, xxii. 19. 
and Habakkuk, ch. iii. 16. Behold thence flames 
of wrath flafhing out on the faces of impenitent 
ifoiners. All the threats of men own death to be 
their utmoft ; and, O ! how will a threat of death 
fright mortals ! But the Lord's threatenings go be- 
yond death, and carry the matter to an endlefs 
Wcrnlty. See him, (3.) In the unfpeaLib!e richoa 
of his gofpel-promifes difplayed in the word. His 
terrors are no more fevere on the one hand, than 
his promifed encouragements are great on the 
other. If hell be in the one fcale, hfaven 'b -n 
the other. Who would, not tlierefore ftar lam ? 
Look to him, 
2. In Clirift, the bviglitnefs of his glory, and 
the exprefs image of his pcrfon. S:r.e God in 
Chrifl, and there fee an.ohjedt of fcir and love in 
otic. If ye would be ftirrcd up to fear God, look 
to Mount Calvary, and there behold Chrifl groan- 
ing, and dying on a crofs for the fins of an eledb 
world, and you will fee three awful fights, (r.) 
The feverity of God's jufticc againft fin, not fpa- 
ring his own Son, Rom. viii. 3^. Many t^-rrl'.iVe 
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\ In the glafs of his works. Look to his 
creation, Pfal. xix. i. Does not the 
'aven, with all their glorious furniture, 
us to fear this God. Look to his 
lence : Jer. v. 22. " Fear ye not 
rd ; Will ye not tremble at my 
ave placed the fand for the 
^d by a perpetual decree, that it 
i ' .His managing of the world chal- 
our fearing of him, (i.) His mercies with- 
*iich we are loaded, call us to reverence him a$ 
our great Benefa6tor, Jer. v. 24. (2.) His judge- 
ments^ his judgements, in particular, againft our- 
fehres, Luke, xxiii. 40. ; and againft otliers, which* 
we msry every where difcem ; Pfal. cxix. 1 1 8. — 
120. " My flc(h trembleth for fear of thee, and I 
am afraid of thy judgements." Every ftroke laid 
on in this world is fitted to create a fear of him in 
our hearts. His general judgement, that is to 
eome, the ferious view of which muft needs ftrike 
Gnners with fear : i Pet. i. 17. « And if ye call 
on the Father, who, without refpeft of perfons, 
judgeth according to every man's work, pafs tlie 
time of your fojourning here in fear." See alfo 
Ecclef. xii. 13. 14. 

n. I WOULD now cameftly exhort you to hope 
in the Lord for his mercy. Entertain a holy 
hope in God in all cafes. For clearing of 
this, we muft know, that hope in geiieral is an 
inclination to, and expe£tation of good poiEble 
to he had, but not without fome difficulty. As 
hope is converfant about divine things, or the mer- 
cy of God, it is of two forts, holy hope, and 
prefumptuous hope ; the one well-grounded, the 
odicr iU-grounded. Here, therefore, alfo fome 
M 3 inc^uiriea 
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inquiries may be propofed, which we fhaD endea- 
vour to anlVer ; fuch as, 

I. "What is the true hope for mercy, which the 
liOrd takes pleafure in ? Anf» It is a certain expec- 
tion of attaining the mercy, which faith b^ 
lieves, grounded on God's grace and faithfiilnds. 

(i.) For the kind of it; it is an expectation of 
mercy to be attained. Hope looks always on its 
object as future : Rom. viii. 24. " For we art 
i\\t^ by hope. But hope ^at is feen is not hope ; 
for what a man feeth, why doth he yet hope for ?" 
This is a main dilference oetween faith and hope, 
faltli looking always on its objefb as prefent in the 
.promife, for << faith is the fubftance of things 
hoped for, and the evidence of things not feen." 
And hoj^e is a certain ezpe^ation of it, not fo 
much in itfclf, (for true hope may be attended 
with much doubting, Lam. iii. 18.), as in the 
event, for it will never fail the party that has it, 
nor put him to fhame by difappointment, for it 
hangs on faith : Rom. v. 5. " And hope maketh 
not afliamed, becaufe the love of God is flied a- 
broud in our hearts, by the Holy Ghoft given unto 
us." 

(2) For the objeft of this hope ; it is mercy 
wliich is hoped for. Now, there is a threefold 
mercy hope looks for. ( i .) The mercy of eternal 
life itfclf: Jude, 21. "Keep yourfelves in the 
love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord 
Jcfiis Chrift unto eternal life." This is the 
chief thing the believer is to hope fox, and he 
may, with tlie utmoft certainty and confidence, 
expeft it, 2 Tim. i.. 12. This hope, even the 
hope of falvation, the apoftle will have the Chri- 
ftian to put on as an helmet, i TheiT, v. 8. and even 
to ftretch forth his hope over death and the gravft 
(2.) The mercy neceffary to bring us to eternal 

life 5 
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ife ; as ptrfeverance therein to the end, notwith- 
landing all the difHcultics tliat are in the way : 
R.0111. viii. 38. << And we know, tliat all things 
srork together for good to them that love (lOd, 
md are the called according to his purpofe." 
Though the grace of Crod in him be like a fpark 
)f fire in an ocean, he ought firmly to hope, that 
he fame heavenly breath diat kindled it will keep 
t in to the end. (3.) The mercy of all other good 
rhings, fo far as God fiiall fee the bellowing them 
jn us for his own glory, and our good. There 
ire many particular things good in themfelves, 
wrhich we know not whether they will be fo to us 
3T not 5 for example, deliverance from fuch a 
trouble ; therefore it is not to be abfolutely hoped 
for, but under this qualification, that God fees it 
to be gppd for us. 

(3-) For the antecedent of this hope; that is 
faith, which is the evidence of things hoped for, 
Heb. xi. I. There can be no true hope without 
faith ; where faith does not open the door, hope 
cannot enter. Faith embraces the mercy in the 
promife of God, and hope waits for the accom- 
plifhment of the promife ; fo that one cannot truly 
hope for that which God has not promifed, nei- 
ther can one hope for the accomplifhment of that 
promife which faith does not believe. 

La/ily^ The ground of this hope is God's free 
grace in Chrift and his faithfulnefs : i Pec. i. 13. 
«« Wherefore, gird up the loins of your mind, and 
hope to the end, for the grace that is to be brought 
to you at the revelation of Jefus Chrift." I'he 
mercy promifed is quite above the finner's defer- 
ving i but he confiders the fulnefs and freedom of 
God's grace, and withal how unalterably he is to 
his word, and therefore hopes upon having that 
word made good to him. 
■ K 
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A /cronH qucftion is, How may«tbeliope of iwffr 
cy he kiKAvu to be profumptuous ? y//i/l Prefump- 
tion is the foul-ruining plag'Tc, whercfay a peribn 
aiFun^es to himfelf what God has, by no teftimony 
of ills v/ord, declared to be hib, and which ahers 
the beautiful order of mercy eftabliOicd by God, 
joining together what God has fepamted, alKif^ 
piirated what he has joined.-^Upon this I obfem^ 

I. That hope is prefumptuous, which b not 
founded on the Lord's word. Such hope is brilk 
in the dark, but lofes all its hiftre by tiic light 
of God's word brought in upon it : John, iii, 20* 
21. " For every one that doth evil hateth die 
light, neither cometh to the light, left his deoU 
fhould be reproved ^ but he diat doth truth co- 
meth to the light, that his deeds may be madema- 
nifeft, that they are wrought in God." God's word 
is a friend unto his grace, but an enemy to ddu- 
fion 5 it is the touch- ftonc that difcovers the tnic 
metal and alfo tlic counterfeit. You hope for fai- 
vation, in what word of God is your hope found- 
ed ? Does the Lord's word, fearchingly aj^iied, 
ftrengthen or weaken your hope ? Say you, The 
.general invitations are the ground of my hope? 
Thefe may be grounds of hope that ye may get 
eternal life, if you will take God's way: But do you 
not hope that you ihall get it, without a due con- 
fideration of this ? Now, thefe can never be the 
grounds of a folid hope, for all that hear the gofpd 
are comprehended in thefe, as well as you. 

(2.) That hope is prefumptuous, which ofcr- 
looks and negledls the means appointed by God 
for the attaining of his mercy unto eternal life: 
1 Pet. i. 3. « We are begotten by God to a lively 
hope, by the refurrediion of Jefus Chrift from die 
dead." The way thou art to dje happy for ever 
is, that thou be united to Chrift by « true^idi, 

that 
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that thou be a new creature, that tho 1 Jeacl a holy 
4i£e. Doft thou ncgledl thcfe, and yet hope ail 
w^iil be well ? Thy hope is piefumption, and will 
xuin thee, Deut. xxix. 19. 20. 

JLaJily^ That hope is prefumptuous, which is 
built without er-afing tlie old foundation, Luke, 
xxxiv. 48. Many have hopes of heaven which 
grow up with thcmfelves, they were never fliaken 
out of themfelves," nor had the naughtincfs of their 
hopes difcov^red, and fo never were led to Jcfus 
Cluift, to build on him by uniting with him. 

A third enquiry may be, How may the hope of 
mercy be known to be true hope, which God 
w^ill take pleafure in ? In anfwcr to this, it may be 
noriced, 

1 . True hope is founded on the free grace of 
God in Chrift, i Pet- i. 13. quoted already. The 
fcriptures are written for our learning, that we, 
through patience and comfort of tliem, might have 
hope, Rom. xv. 4. Hope is npt built upon our 
good difpofitions, good works, external and com- 
mon benefits which we enjoy, for thefe are but a 
iandy foundation, unable to bear this weight \ but 
the anchor of hope is call fo as to fix upon the 
immoveable ground aforefaid, Heb, vi^ 19. It is 
.true holinefe difcerned by us in ourfeives, as an 
evidence, that doth help us to a firm hope \ but tlic 
itrefs of hope lies not upon it as a ground-work* 

2. True hope is a lively principle of fandiifi- 
tion, I John, iii. 3. « And every man tliat hath 
this hope purifieth himfelf, even as he (God) is 
pure ;" and therefore it is called a lively hope, 
I Pet. i. 3. As a fpring by degrees does work out 
the mud that is in a well, fo hope of mercy does 
work out corruption ; as the profpe6t of the mar- 
riage-day makes the parties to be taken up in pre- 
paring for the marriage, fo tlie true hope of eter- 
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fial life puts one to be preparing for k^ Ret. six. 
7. That hope which fufiers fin to fie untoucbcd 
in heart and life, that does not put on a pcrfin 
to mortify fin, is a dead hope ; and true hope caut^ 
ries to univerfal holinefs, even as he is pure. 

Lafily^ It makes one diligent in the ufe of vsjfsm 
appointed by God, Heb. x. 23. — 25. \ but withal 
not to reft on the means, but on 2be Lord. T« 
hope, without ufing the means appointed and re* 
quired, is prefumption ; to reft on the means is 
a fpice of atheifm. But that is true hope, wiudi 
makes the foul delight in all duties and ordimmccs, 
to leave no appointed means unefTayed, in order 
to attaining the blefTed end \ and tlien, when- att 
is done, to place all confidence of fucceib on^he 
Lord. 

With a view to prefs this holy lively hope, I 
would mention the following Motives. 

1. It is not only our comfortable attainmenti 
but a duty required of all that believe, i Pet.i. IJ* 
«« Gird up the loins of your mind, be foberi ant 
hope to i^<t end." And therefore the apoftle Parf 
prcffetli diligence in fceking after it in full mca- 
furc, Heb. vi. 1 1. «i And we defire that every one 
of you do fhew the fame diligence, to theful 
aflbrance of hope unto the end j" and he prays 
for it, Rom. xv. 13. «« Now, the God of hope fiB 
you with all joy and peace in believing, that yc 
•may abound in hope, through the power of the 
Jholy Ghofl." It is a duty that is in a fpecial man- 
ner comfortable. 

2. It is moft neceflary 5 hope is as neceffary to 
* Sj^^*^"' ^* * head-piece to a foldier in a battle, 
1 Their. V. 8.; as neceflary as an anchor to a ihip, 
Heb. VI. 19.; yea, fo neceflary, that we are faid to 
fcc faved by it, Rom. viii. 24. 
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Laftlj^ It is a great friend to holinefs, and per- 
ievcrance in the ways of God, i Cor. xv. 58.— 
As it honours God's grace and goodnefs, fo it 
firengthens the foul, and animates it to all duties, 
l3o fight againft corruption and temptation, and to 
purfue holinefe. 

m. Let all be exhorted to entertain a holy fear 
of God, together with a holy hope for his mercy. 
Mix thefe, and balance your fouls with them, 
^vrhaterer your cafe be. While you are going 
through the worlds keep your courfe in the middle 
betmreen the two rocks of Prefumption and Def- 
pair. For this purpofe, 

I. Beware of defponding or defpairing of the 
mercy of God in Chrift. There is an allowable 
defpair, which all ought to entertain, in order to 
dicir getting their hope fixed on God, viz. a quit- 
ting of aU hope in our own fufficiency, or ability 
tD xgftkit ourfelves happy by ourfelves, or that ever 
we ihall be well, while we continue in a ftate of 
Uack nature. But what we call defpair is a giving 
<iver all h(^ in God, which is a horrible (in. 
There i^ a direefold defpair you ihould beware of, 
at ye would not ruin your own fouls. 

(i.) A fenfual defpair, which arifeth from an 
excef&ve love of the profits and pleafures of this 
world, with a fecure contempt of fpiritual and ex- 
ternal good in another world, i Cor. xv. 32. << Let 
418," fay they, <« eat and drink, for to-morrow we 
die.** Alas ! how many are there plagued with 
this ? Their fouls are feftered with the defire of 
prefent good, which is their all, and, having no 
hope of better after this life, they give the fwing 
to their lufts after thefe. 
(a.) A fluggifli defpair, Prov.xxii. 13. w The floth- 

ful 
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ful man faith. There is a lion without, I (hall be 
flain in the ftreets." Their floth mullerd up dif- 
ficulties to them, forming fome that are ground- 
Icfs, imaginary ones, and aggravating real ones, 
fo that they conclude before hand that they 
will not be better, their enileavours will not fuo 
ceed, and therefore they lie ft ill, and will do no- 
thing for their own help ; tliis ruins many. 

(3.) A forrowful defpair, which arifeth frora 
ftrong fears, which raife fuch a mift in the foul, 
that grounds of hope in its cafe, are hid out of 
fig lit, and they are in their foul's cafe as in Ads, 
xxvii. 20. neither fun nor ftars for many days ap- 
pear, no In vail tempeft lies oii them, and all hopcttat 
they lliall be favcd is then taken away. '^JThercaic 
ditl'erent degrees of this; fometimes it is filcnt 
and fuUen, making little noife, but is fmothered 
in one's breaft like a burning fire. In fuch a cafe, 
one would do well to give it a vent before (jod, 
his fervants, or godly experienced Chriftians, left 
it rui?! them. This is the way David took when 
in i'uch a cale, Pfal. xxxix. 2. — 4. ** I was dumb 
with filence, I held my peace even from good, and 
my forrow was flirred ; my heart was hdf within 
me -, while I was mufmg, the fire bumal, then 
fpake I with my tongue. Lord, make me to know 
mine end, and the meafure of my days, what it is, 
that I may know how frail I am." Sometimes it 
is raging, as in Judas, who, under horror laid upon 
his fin, did miferably end his life. 

Beware of all thcfe, and refift the beginnings 
of defpair, and if it has faftened on any foul, let 
them ftrive to quench it, as they would do a fire. 
The former makes way for the latter, and all toge- 
ther make way for remedilefs defpair in hell. I fhaJl 
only fay two things of it, — (i.) It is defiling, and 

makes 
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makes tlie foul moft loathfome before God •, for 
it conceives moft bafely and abominably of God 
and Clirift, diredly oppofing itfelf to the grand 
defign of the gofpel ; it blafphemes the power of 
God, and the efficacy of his Son's blood and Spi- 
rit. (2.) It is ruining, for it makes the fmner 
flee from God, and caft away the means of reco- 
very, and fo enfures their deftrui^ion ; befidt^s 
tha:t it often drives the finner to put an end to his 
torment here, by leaping into endlefs torments 
before the time, as in the cafe of Judas. A f;d 
while we fee how Satan is ready to take advanta^-';) 
Mre had need to take heed. 

2.. Beware of prefumption. Take heed that ye 
do not flee from the one rock to dafh on the 
other. Indeed defpair is tormenting, while pre- 
fumption is eafy. Neverthelefs, though none 
of them is good, yet a perfon prefuming is or- 
dinarily in greater hazard than one defpairing ; 
for the prefumptuous fees not his cafe as the 
other does 5 the one is well pleafed with his 
damnable condition^ the other is weary of his, 
and wifhes to have it changed •, fo that many 
more pcrifli by the one than by the other. 

To conclude : Remember, on the one "hand, 
God is a holy jealous God, who cannot away with 
fin, or a ftate of fin, but the fire' of his jealouly 
burns againft it. On the other tand, remember 
that the blood of Chrlft takes away all guilt, his 
Spirit overcomes the moft hopelefs cafe, and his 
mercy reaches wide for every condition. Fear 
"him, ye that hope in him ; hope in his mercy, ye 
that fear him ; for the Lord takeih pieafure in thun 
'that fear him^ in thofe that hope in his mercy. Amen. 

Vol. I. N jesus 
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SERMON IX. 



Isaiah^ xxv. 8. — He zviUfwcdhw ^ daab in 

SUCH as are defirous duly to manage this fiy- 
lemn communion-occafion, will have in their 
view the other world. We are all on a journey 
towards it, and, if fuitably exercifed, will improTC 
this occafion to lay down our meafures for eter- 
nity. Betwixt us and that other world, lies the 
great gulf of death ; through it are two pafiages *, 
one deep and devouring, where the finner paffcs 
alone -, there tJie waters flow with all that force 
and ftrength which they acquired by the breach 
of the covenant of works. By this paflage, fin- 
ners are thrown out into the land of utter dark- 
nefs and niifery. The text Ihews us the other 
pafl'age, which is Ihallow and fafe, where the fin- 
ner pafles on at the Mediator's back, the waters 
being dried up by the foles of his feet, whofo 

paffcth 

* Delivered S3ilut3.2i^>0&.o\i« v v^x'^* 
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paflfeth this way, enters into Immanuers land, the 
Jand of life j for he will fivallunv up death in viBor^, 
In thefe words, we have a prophecy of the hap- 
py fuccefs of a battle fought by the Mediator oa 
account of eledi (inners. The fuccefs is moil cer- 
tain ; therefore it is in the Hebrew, He hath fiiaU 
Ic^t'cd upi &c. Here confider, 

1 . The combatants ; the two mightieft that 
ever encountered. Upon the one hand is Death, 
with his devouring mouth, a champion who never 
yet could find his match among the chfldren of 
men, tiH the great HE, in the text, entered the 
lifts againft him, even Jcfus Chrift, who being 
man, was capable of feeling the force of death ; 
but, being the Lord of hofts alfo, ver. 6. could 
not but be conqueror at length. So Death and 
the Mediator are the combatants'. — There is, 

2. The encounter of the combatants, implied in 
thefe words, H£ iviilfwallonv up death in v:5icry. « 
Death attempting to prey upon that eledi world 
which was given to Chrill by the Father, HE, as 
Mediator, to pluck that prey out of Deatli's de- 
vouring mouth, encounters the terrible enemy 
while he is making hayock of poor finners ; and, 
having taken upon him the guilt of his ele6l, 
which gave death a power over them, death ad- 
vances againft hini, and attacks him, and he abides 
die cohtcft. No fooner was he bom, than Death 
mounted on his pale horfe, advanced againft him, 
and ftriking at him, filled Bethlehem with the 
blood of babes, and the flirieks of parents. Though 
it could not then reach him the deadly blow, it 
puxfued him ftill, ihot out its poifonous arrows 
againft him all along, till they came to a clofe en- 
gagement on the crofs, where it wreftled him 
down even into the grave, the proper place of its 
dominion. So tlie Mediator got the firft fall. 

N 2 'i*'^^^^^ 
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of his kingdom.— ^Three things are here to be 
attended to. 

I- The battle. . 
^I* The viSory. 

^^^» The piirfuit. After which, 

1^- I IhaU fubjoin fome praftical improvement. . 

I. >^E fhall confider the battle betwixt death 
and the Lord of life.— And, 

I • XJnder what charafter has the Lord of life 
fought this battle ? He fought it, 

( ^ • ) As the Head and reprefentative of the eleffc 
w^orld^ jg their Mediator,whp took burden on himfelf 
for all that the Father had given him ; for other- 
ivifc 1^ jjj^d nothing to do with death 5 nor had it 
my Concern with him : John, v. 15. "I lay dcrwn 
»y life for the flieep." Adam, the head of all 
nantind, had betrayed us all into the fnare of 
leatli^ we were not able to break it, or to make 
>ur ef cape thence ; ' but Chrift undertook it for the 
ilec^, as their Head, and fo fought death in their 
•oonri and (lead : i Tim. ii. 6. « Who gave him- ^ 
*^" ^ ranfpm for all." ^^ But he was wounded for 
>iir tranfgreffions, he was bruifed for our iniqui- 
^^^9 the chaftifement of our peace was upon him, 
-T Y^^ith his ftripes we arc healed," Ifa. liii. 5. 
K ^^^ what we Ihould have borne, ftood the 
^oi^k. vrhich would have ruined us 5 lie was 
s'ouricled and bruifed in this battle, but all for us : 
^^' ^- « For the tranfgreffion of my people was 
*^ r^^icken." And hence we are reckoned in law 
'? *^v^ died in him : Rom. vi. 10. 11. « For in 
, ..1^« died, he died unto fm once ; but in that 
*jveth, he livcth unto God. Likewife reckon 
^.. ^*io yourfelves to be dead indeed unto fin, but 
^^^ Unto God, through Jefus Chrift our Loni." 

N3 V,a>| 
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(2.) As their Rc3ecmer and Deliverer: Hcfea, 
^iii. 14. "I will raiifom them from the power of 
the grave, I will redeem them from death: 
<lcath ! I will be thy plagues ; O grave ! I will be 
: hy deftruftion." By fm we fell a prey to devour- 
ing death, tlie broken law concluded us under the 
power of it. The prey could not be taken from 
this mighty one, without both price and power; 
fo Chrifl engaged with death, and by his death 
rmfomed death's prifoners : Heb. ii. 15. "That , 
Through death he might dcftroy death, and him 
that had the power of death, that is, the devil, 
and deliv^i' them who, through fear of death, 
y/cre all their lifetime fubjeft to bondage." He 
spoiled it of its power, that they might get frcc; 
The kingdom he had received of his Father couM 
not be recovered, nor the captives fet free, widi- 
out ftroke of fword, his overcoming death, that ■ 
ijeld them faft •, therefore he fought the battle. 

(3.) As a Captain or General on the head of his 
people : Heb. ii. To. " For it became him, for 
v/hom are all things, and by whom are all things, 
• in bringing many fons unto glory, to make me 
, Captain of their falvation perfed^ through fuffcr* 
ings." God has defigncd that the eleft fhall fight 
ihcir way to heaven, and therefore has given them 
Chrift as a Leader and Commander : Ifa. Iv. 4. 
** Behold I have given him for a Leader and Com- 
mander to tlie people." They muft march through 
the Red Sea of death to the upper Canaan ; but 
Chrift goes before, drying \»p the waters. There 
are cords of death on the moft lively bdiever, yet 
he muft fet hlmfelf to break them ; but Chrift haf 
made them like a thread of flax, when it teuchclh 
the £re. They muft encounter the king of ter- 
rors 3 but the King of glory, marching in the 

frontj 
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front, has received all the deadly fting. — —I (hall 
confider, 

2. The attack made upon him by death. Death, 
finding the Mediator (landing in fmners ftead, ad- 
vances againft him with all its forces, with which 
it was furniflied by the breach of the firft covenant; 
and, when managing this conteft, 

( I .) Death brings up its ftrength againft him, that 
19, the law, I Cor. xv. 56. « The fting of death is 
fin, and the ftrength of fm is the law," which, find- 
ing him a fmner by imputation, cut him down. Gal* 
iy.4. "God fent forth his Son, made of a woman, 
made under the law." The Law cries for juftice 
againft (in, and Juftice takes the Mediator by the 
throat, faying, Pay what thou oweft ; then he 
<« reftpred what he took not away," Pfal. Ixix, 4. 
The law brings up againft him a black band of 
curfes, and pours into his foul: Gal. iii. 13. 
«« Chrift hath redeemed us from the curfe of the 
law, being made a curfe for us." It foon began 
to ftioot out its arrows againft him. When he was 
bom, he muft be born in a ftable, laid in a man^ 
ger, for there was no room for him in the inn ; 
perfecution is raifcd againft him in his infancy ; 
he muft be all along a man of forrows, pobr, not 
.having where to lay his head •, he is hungry, thirftyv 
weary, &c. At length' the battle grows hotter, 
the heavens are black above his head ; and in the 
garden, and on the crofs, fliowers of arrows dipt 
in the curfe fly at him. He fweats bloody drops^ 
falling down to the ground,— cries out, " My God> 
my God, why haft thou forfaken me ?" 

(2.) Meanwhile he that has the power of death 
(Heb. ii. 14.) advances againft him, Satan fets upcn 
him in the wildemefs with moft grievous tempta- 
tions, Matth. iv. Being beat back, he retunisy and re- 
news the affault : Luke^ iv. 13, «* And when the 
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devil had ended all the temptations, he departed 
fro:Tj him for a le-^fun." At length the hour and 
powers ol tlarknefs come, and then the bands of 
lijll exert t]:cir utmoft vigour againft him, ftorms 
froii^ Ijcll blow iuird upon him, the fountains of 
iljL' j,;ie:\L iVop arc oiitiied on him : John, xiv. 30. 
" Ilcrcjfcjr I ^v ill no: t«ik much with you, for the 
prince cf this world cometh, and hath nothing in 
me/' Col. ii. 15. " And having fpoiled princi- 
palities and powers, he made a ihew of themopeo* 
ly, triumphing over them in it." 

(3.) The congregation of men dead in trefpaffes 
and fins ftir up tliemfelves againft him : Ifa.liii. 3. 
" He is dcfpifcd and rejedbed of men, a man of for- 
yows, and acqui.inted with grief, and we hid, as it 
>vcre, our faces from him ; he was defpifed, and we 
citcemcd him not." Judas betrays him, the Jews 
,'^ppe on him like a lion, crying. Crucify himj 
Pilate couvLinns him 5 he is fcourged, crowned 
with thorns, fmitten on the crowned head, his 
body racked till it was all out of joint, nailed to 
the crofs, hangs there mocked, and pierced widi 
a fpear. 

(4^) Death comes with its fting upon him, 
and pierces him to the heart, and cafts him down 
dead : i Cor. xv. 56. " ITie fting of death is 
fin ;" this gives it the power of hurting any. The 
guilt of all the fins of the clcGt lay upon him, 
v/hich could not but make the fting of death in- 
cxpreflibly fharp and piercing. Thus a thoufand 
deatlis in one met together on him, for the Lord 
made the iniquities of us all to meet on him j and 
all the arrows that Ihould have pierced all the eleft 
for ever, have entered into his bowels \ and, having 
fallen under death, be was carried prifoner to the 
grave. . 

JI* Let us contdci xVi^Vv&orj C\x\\{t obtained. 
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iic tells US he has fought and overcome : Rev. iii. 
>!..** To him that ovcrcometh will I grant to fit 
vith me on my throne, even as I alfo overcame, 
ind am fet down with my Father in his throne." 
ifea, he has triumphed over his enemies in his 
glorious afceiifion into heaven. Confider, 

I. How this yidlory over death was obtained. 
t was ohtained, 

( I .) By his death. This was the decifive ftroke : 
Hleb. ii. 14. " That through death he might de- 
Iroy death, and hinrthat had the power of death.'* 
[t vpas fuch a viftory as Samfon's laft viftory over 
;hc Philiftincs, when he puJled down the houfe, 
ind died himfelf with the Philiftines in the fall of 
t 5 and therefore he cried upon the crofs, " It is 
Inifhed." Death has done its utmoft, and can do 
10 more j by his death he Satisfied the law in all 
t had to demand of hinv^s the cleft's Surety ; he 
paid the debt, and removed the guilt. Sin being 
•emoved, and the law fatisfied, death has no more 
ihat ftrength or fting wherewith it fet upon him 
It fir ft ; and fo it fell with him. 

{2.) By his refurreftion. 1 hereby he got up a- 
>ove death, which had loft its power, and could 
fiold him no longer, A£ls, ii. 24. " Wliom God 
iiath raifed up, having loofcd tlie pains of death, 
becaufe it was not poifible that he fliould be hold- 
en of it." He ftood a Conqueror in the grave, 
death's own quarters 5 he broke afunder its iron 
□Tars, and brought away its keys 5 behold they hang 
at his girdle. Rev. i. 1 8. ** And have the keys of 
bell and of death." . So death's domiiiion over 
thofe that are his, got an irrecoverable ftroke, and 
be that had the power of death as to the ek£l:j, 
aamely, as an executioner, viz. the devil, was alio 
deftroyed. — I next inquire, 

2. What 
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2. What fort of a viftory is it Jefus hath bb* 
taiiicd over death ^ — It is, 

(i.) A clw.ir-boiight viclory, it coft the glorious 
ConquLuir his precious hfe ; he fuffered the 
bruiiiii^' (jf his heel, before the ferpent's head could 
be g(U bruifcd. He fuffered in his body, and alio 
in his foul, and to fuch a degree, that the holy 
human nature could not have boi*ne up under it, 
had it not been fupportcd by his divine nature. 

(2.) A ccir.plcte victory in refped of himfelfi 
though not yet complete in refpe£i of his memben: 
Rom. vi. 9. " Knowing that Chrift being raifcd 
from tlie dead, dieth no more, de;ith hath no more 
domhnon over him." Now he is beyond the 
reach ot' death and all his enemies, fitting at the 
Lord's right-hand until he make his enemies his 
fcotflool, Pfal. ex. I. 

(3.) A glorious vidory, faints and angels Cng- 
ing liie triumphant fong. Hear the acclamations 
of joy and wonder witli which he was met at his 
return from the battle, Ifa. Ixiii.. i. " Who is tlib 
that comcth from Edom, with died garments from 
Eozrali ? This that is glorious in his apparel, tra- 
velling in the grciirncl's of his ftrcngth ? I that 
iptak in righteoufnefs, mighty to five." What a 
glorious vi£tory was it which he obtained over the 
king of tenors, who fubdues the m.oft potent ar- 
mies, overcomes tlie conquerors of the earth ; but 
behold the great fpoiler fpoiled, the conqueror 
conquered by the King of glory. 

(4.) An evcrlalling vidlcry. Now death's power 
is iirecovcrably broke ; the fcrpent is wounded ia 
the head, which is a deadly wound, it fliall never 
be able to rally its broken forces againlt him any 
more j it went out into the world full, but the 

King 
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?[ing of faints has met it, and fpoiled it, fo that 
t in fome fort is now empty. 

As a pradiical improvement of what has been 
aid, I would on this occafion eameftly call upon 
ou, 

I . As mortals, 'dying men and women, to come 
\vcT this day to the Conqueror's fide. Our Lord 
las obtained the victory over death, come ye and 
iirrcnder yourfelves to him, break your covenant 
vith death and hell, enter into his covenant, and 
loneftly enlift yourfelves under his viftoridus ban- 
ters, abide no longer among his enemies. — To 
)revail with you, I would lay before you the fol- 
owing Motives. 

(i.) If ye arc out of Chrift, ye live in death's 
erritories ; yea, ye are dead ; while yc live, death 
lath dominion over you, Eph. v. 14. « Where- 
ore he faith. Awake thou that fleepeft, arife from 
he dead, and Chrift Ihall give you light." Ye 
ire fpiritually dead, the threatcnings of the law, as 
he bands of death, gird you about •, the divers 
ufts ye ferve are as the chains of death unto you. 
!> ! awake, ere ye be caft out of this world, and 
)uried out of his fight. 

(2.) 1 he Conqueror is ready to receive you, and 
Jive you the privileges oT the fubjcfts of his king- 
lorn, Zech. ix. II. 12. "As for thee alfo, by the 
>lood of thy covenant, I have fent forth thy prifoners 
)Ut of the pit, wherein is no water 5 turn ye to 
he . ftrong-hold, ye prifoners of hope, even to- 
lay do I declare, that I will render double unto 
:hee." Chrift is coming this day in the word to 
rour graves, and faying to you, as to Lazarus, Come 
'crth, beftir yourfelves, O prifoners of hope ! and 
:ome away, when the Redeemer and Deliverer, 
ivho has overcome death, is calling you ! Abide 
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not under the dominion of the foiled enemv, but 
come away to the viflorious Lord of life. 

(3.) Behold how he loved the children of men, 
John, xiv. 13. «« And whatfocver ye fhall aik in 
my name, that will I do, that the Father may be 
glorified in the Son." Why did he fight tlus 
battle with death, but to refcue (inners to him- 
fclf, as a prey out of the mouth of the devouring 
lion ? Shall not his dying love win you, his dying 
groans av/ake you, cut of your flecp in fin ? Docs 
not every wound he received call you to call *• 
way your fins which lay fo heavy on him ? will 
ye love death, and flight the Redeemer, Prov. tE 
26. " All they that hate me love death." 

(4.) How will ye grapple with death, if ye come 
not out of your fins to Jefus Chrift ? Man, re- 
member thou muft die ; the day is coming thefe 
eyes will be doled, the breath that is now going 
out and in will go, to return no more till the lail 
pulfc beat. How wilt thou be able to grapple 
with the king of terrors alone ? Death caft down 
the man Chrill ; iF it did fo to the green-tree, 
what will become of tliee, a witlicred dead 
branch ? Thou fnalt iind desth lively as to thee, 
armed Math its fling -againll thee, fince thou art 
not in Chrifl, his victory Ixilongs not to thee, but 
the firfl dcatli will turn 4hee over into the hands 
of the fecond death ; and fo thou flialt be eternally 
dying, but never die. 

(5.) Come to Chrift, and thou fhslt have the be- 
nefit of his victory over death : John, viii. Ji. 
*^ Verily, verily, I fay unto you, If a man ke^ 
my fayings, he fhall never fee death," never fed 
the iling of dcmh, its nature fhali.be quite altered 
to thee. O ! arc ye not thinking what way ye 
fhall get throvjjh that ford on tliat Red Sea, which 
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ye know not how foon ye may come to ? G)mc 
to Clirift, lay hold on the Conqueror by faith, in 
the way of his covenant j the fealed covenant will 
be your pafs for fafe condu£l: to the other fide ; it 
has carried all through that took tlieir paffage with 
it hitherto, and fo will it you. 1 exhort you, 

?. To prepare yourfelves for celebrating the 
triumph of this vi£i:ory. The faints above are ce- 
lebrating it at the upper table, ye are called to 
celebrate it at the lower table : " This do ye in re- 
membrance of me." Let not Satan get advantage 
of fuch as look for the benefit of this vidlory, to 
flight the memorial of it, left they vex the Spirit 
of God, and pour contempt on Chrift's inftitution, 
and give their fouls fuch a throw as they will not 
eafily recover, while their fig-leaf covers of excufcs 
will avail them nothing. Let none, hov/ever, ven- 
ture rafhly on fuch an ordinance. Take heed to 
your ftate, fee that ye be not the Bang's enemies, 
but his friends, by your coming honeftly into his 
covenant, and putting a divorce into the hands of 
all your idols. In die midft of the triumphal 
throng, he will notice the man tliat wants the 
wedding-garment: Matth. xxii. 11. " And when 
the king came- in to fee the guefts, he faw there a 
man which had not on a wedding-garment." Sin- 
ners dead in trefpafles and fins are not fit to cele- 
brate the memorial of Chrift's viftory over death. 
OflF with the grave-cloaths of your lufts, then, that 
you may be fit guefts for the Lord of life on 
iuch an occafion. — ^^Take heed to your frame ; a 
dead frame is not fit for fuch an occafion. Alas ! 
for the deadnefs on the fpirits of profeflTors at this 
day. O ! labour to get a lively frame of fpirit, 
wnerewith to celebrate the memorial of Chrift's 
viflory ; get faith, love, repentance, defires, 
thankfulneft, &c. in exercife -, and for this end, I 

Vol. I. O tecomiftRxvi 
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reccmmend to you this ni^ht, to meditate on, and 
take a believing view of this battle. Confider, 

1. It was a fet battle y not an accidental ren- 
counter, but determined ft'om eternity : Gal. i?.4. 
« But when the fulnefs of the time was comci 
God fent forth his Son, made of a woman^ made 
under the law.'' Zechariah in his time proclaims 
the war : Zech. xiii. 7. " Awake, O fword ! a- 
gainft my Shepherd, againft the man that is mj 
fellow, faith die Lord of hofts." Nay, it was 
proclaimed in paradife : Gen. iii. 15. << And I 
will put enmity between the woman, and between 
thy feed and her feed; it (hall bruife thy head, 
and thou (halt btuife his heel." The ceremomal 
law, by which fo much blood was fhed, plainly 
predifled that a bloody day was coming.— -It was, 

2. A hot battle. Heavy were theltrokes given 
here : Pfal. xxii. 14. "I am poured out like 'wa- 
ter, and all my bones are out of joint, my heart 
is like wax, it is melted in the midA of my bowels. 
My ftrength is dried up like a potlherd, and my 
tongue cleaveth to my jaws ; and thou haft brought 
me into the duft of death." It was a bloody battle, 
Ifa. ix. 5» " For every battle of the warriors is with 
confufed noifc, and garments rolled in blood ; but 
this fhall be with burning, and fuel of fire." A 
dreadful noife was here, the law, men, and devils, 
crying againft the Son of God, death roaring for 
its prey, and the Mediator himfelf crying with 
ftrong cries and tears. What garments rolled in 
blood were here on every fide ! — rolled in the mod 
precious blood of the Son of God : Ifa. Ixiii. 2. 
<* Wherefore art thou red in thine apparel, and 
thy garments like him that treadeth in the wine* 
fat ?" A bloody fpoufe have wc been to him.— 
It was, 

3. A folitary battle on Chrift's part. His ene- 

mies 
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mics wjere many, but he was alone : Pfal. xxii. 1 2. 
** Many bulls have compaflcd me." — J la. Ixiii. 3. 
<* I have trodden the wine-prcfs alone, and of t>ic 
people there was none with me." All were a- 
gainfl him, none were with him to take a fliare ; 
fo thick did the arrows of death fly, that neither 
man nor angel durft fet out their head, or venture 
into the battle on his fide. — It was, 

4. A longfome battle. He fought all along, 
from the cradle to the grave, from his birth to his 
burial : Ifa. liii. 3. " He is defpifed and rejcd:ed 
of men, a man of forrows, and acquainted will 
grief;" though it came to a height at the latter en J. 

JLaftlyy There were no qi^arters for him in this 
battle : Rom. viii. 32. " He fpared not his own 
Son, but delivejred him up to the death." He 
was made to drink a cup of pure unmixed wrath. 
He met with no fparing, that fo, the arrows of 
^ath being all fpent on him, his people might get 
free. ^ 
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SERMON X. 

IrAiAii, XXV. 8. lir ivilifwaUow up deatb in 

YE have been celebrating the triumph of 
Chriil's viciory over death, and profei&ng 
youi iVlw-:; the fubjcdls of the Conqueror, yea, the 
jiieiiibcio of hi«i body. If you approve yourfclves 
true to your picfcfTion, litre is the beft news you 
can pofiibly i;tar in tiiis world, news which may 
animate you to fighting the good fight : Hi vntl 
fwalhw up diiith ;/; v: fiery, 

I have ycirc day bandied two heads in the mc- 
tlr/^d. A third i^^int now to be fpoken to is, 
Ciirii:^ ;va:-':iit of the vidory. Our Lord Jefus 
will piniiic lilt- vi^rtory ivchas obtained over death, 
till it be uiterlv nbolilbcd out of his kinffuom.— 
He.., 

I. I ihajl prcmlfc fome things for the better un- 
do (landing oi" ih)s point. 

II. Show iiow he purfues the vi£lory. 

* DthvLred SaVWv\\ "Lvctvv^x^, 0<io\>vc v >."\>^V 
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I. I SHALL premife fome things for the better 
underftanding of this point. And, 

1 . I premife, .that fin entering into the world, 
death obtained an univerfal dominion over man- 
kind : Rom. y. 12. « Wherefore, as by one man 
fin entered into the world, and death by fin ; and 
fo death pafled upon all men, for that all have 
finned ;" it reigned as a king, ver. ip. " Ncvcr- 
thelefs death reigned from Adam to Mofes ;" it 
became univerfal monarch, fwaying its fceptre 
over all nations, kingdoms, and empires, from the 
one end of the earth unto the other. Every man 
receiving life in this world, not excepting thofe 
that are born to crowns and kingdoms, are born 
fubjeds to death. It is the moft terrible king, even 
the king of terrors j an abfolute one, againft whom 
there is no rifing up. This univerfal dominion it 
got by law, upon fin's entering: Gen. iii. 19. 
" Duit thou art, and unto dull thou flialt return." 
I Cor. XV. 56. " '^The fting of death is fin, and 
the ftrength of fin is the law.*' 

2. The kingdom of death confifts of two very 
different territories or countries ; One is the up- 
per country, namely, the finful world 5 the other 
the lower country, in the other world, that land 
of utter darknefe, where the light is as darknefs. 
In the former, the government of death is com- 
paratively mild, but in the latter insxpreflibly hor- 
rible, riere Death's fubjefks have fome gleams of 
light, joy, hope, though mixed with many forrows •, 
but diere they will never fee light more, nor en- 
joy the leaft eafe from their pangs, which is the 
fecond death, Matth. xxii. 13. " Caft him into 
utter darknefs j there fliall be weeping and gnafli- 
ing of teeth." 

3. Death's power over finners by the law, 

O 3 reaches 
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reaches to the tranfporting of them out of this 
world into its dominion m the other world ; it 
has poweito cirrythem to the pit, and (hut the bars 
thereof for ever upon them. Hence we find the rich 
man dying, and buried, and then in hell liftine up 
his eyes, Luke, xv. 23.; an impafTable gulf is fixed 
between tliat mifeniblc company and the faints 
above, ver. 26. ; fo that by death's power, had it 
not been hemmed in, all mankind had landed 
tliere. 

4. That all mankind miglit not perifh, the Fa- 
ther gave a kingdom to his Son, which he was 
to conquer out of the kingdom of death in tlus 
»ippcr world ; in which kingdom life might reign 
for evermore through Jefus Chrift : John, vi. 37. 
•• And this is the Fatlier's will which hath lent 
me, that of all which he hath given me, I fhould 
lofe nothing, but fhould raife it up again at the 
laft iir.y." This our Lord undertook wiUmgly, rc- 
iclving to fpare no expence, even of his own blood> 
10 recover it. 

5. Our Lord Jefus coming on this expedition, 
iindeth all mankind fettered with the bands of 
death ; death has feized them all without excep- 
tion, faftencd on tlieir fouls and bodies, keeping 
them as prifoners, till they fhould be tranfported 
into the pit from whence there is no redemption ; 
and his own that were given to him of the Fathcfi 
he finds wrapt up in die common ruin j fo he, 
putting on a zeal for his Father's glory and the 
ialvation of the eleft, encountered deadi in their 
loom, and, after a bloody battle, gained the vic- 
tory. But after all this the chains of death ftill 
continue on his people, and they lie under them till 
the Conqueror, who by his death has purchafed 
their liberty, come and loofe them, in purfuit of 
this viitovy. 
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I AM now to confider, 
n. How he purfues the viftory, /wallowing up 
death in viSiory, 

1. He looses the bands of that {piritual death 
under which he finds them^ morally dead, lifelefs, 
fenfelefs> and motipnlefs to any fpiritual good. He 
puts a principle of fpiritual Hie in them, quicken- 
ing them by his Spirit, Eph. ii. i. « And you 
hath he quickened, 'who were dead in trefpailes 
and fins." With authority he afks the grim van- 
quifhed tyrant, as he did others in the cafe of La- 
zarus, O death ! where have ye laid him ? He 
comes to the grave, faying. My word and my Spi- 
rit roll away the ftone ; and with a powerful voice 
he cries. Dead foul, come forth. Then feeble 
death lofes its grips, and the dead comes forth to 
walk before God in the light of the living ; and 
then he is a new creature ; old things are done 
away. 

2. He loofes the band of legal death off the fin- 
ner ; he is by nature a condemned man, dead in 
law, and death holds him faft with the cords of 
unpardoned guilt. But now the foul, uniting to 
Chrift by faith, and fo being cloathed with his 
perfe£fc righteoufnefs, having his fatisfaAion ap- 
plied to hun, the cords of the guilt of eternal 
wrath give way, can hold no longer, and fo death 
is beat from its grip of him, Rom. viii.i. « There 
is therefore now no condemnation to them that 
are in Chrift Jefus.'* Now mav the foul fay. It 
is God tliat juftifieth, who is ne that condemn- 
eth ? The mighty Lord has burft the bars of 
inm afunder, death's fnare is broken, and we are 
efcaped. 

3. He deftroys the body of death in the be- 
liever. Still the grave-cloaths hang about the be- 
lieverj even ftrong conuptions and divers lufts> 
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the remains of that death from which they were 
ralfed in regeneration. There is a body of death 
cleaves to them, complete in all its membersi 
therefore called the old man, which is the remain- 
ing corrupt nature, with the lufts thereof. This 
makes them groan, and long for delivery, Rom. 
vii. 24. " O wretched man that I am I who ihall 
deliver me from the body of this death ?^ Hus 
alfo is Iwallowed up in the purfult of this Tidorf, 
by degrees. For, 

(i.) It is crucified, gets a deadly wound, axxt 
its dc{lru£lioii enfured, in the converfion of the 
foul to God : Rom. vi. 6. " Knowing this, that 
our old man is crucified with him, that the body 
of fin might be deftroyed." The nails are driven 
through it, and every member thereof : Gal. v. 24. 
«< And they that are Chrift's liave crucified the 
flefh, with the affetiions and lufts. It is nailed to 
the crofs, and iliall never come down till it breathe 
-out its lafl. Jts reigning power is broken, and 
can no more command with that full fway it did 
while the foul was under the dominion of deadi : 
Rom. vi. 14. « For fm Ihall not have the domi- 
nion over you, for ye are not under the law, but 
under grace." 

(2.) It is weakened and mortified more and 
more, in the gradual advances of fan£kificadon : 
Rom. viii. 14. « But if ye through the Spirit do 
mortify the deeds of the body, ye Ihall live." Eve- 
ry new fupply of grace weakens corruption morc#*^ 
more. The grace of Chrift in the heart is a fpring 
that will never be quite ftopt, and therefore will 
work out corruption by degrees, as the fpring docs 
the mud : John, iv. 14. " But the water that I 
fhall give him, fhall be in him a well of water 
-fpringing up into everlafling life." They will 

be 
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be like the houfes of Saul and David, while the 
former waxeth weaker, the latter waxeth ftronger. 
(3.) At the death of the body, the body of 
death is utterly deftroyed : Heb. xii. 23. " And to 
the fpirits of juft men made pcrfed." There is 
not the leaft remains of it to be feen any more 
then ; then there ftiall not be the leaft darknefs 
in the mind, corruption in the will, nor diforder 
of the affeftions. When they are taken up into 
the mount, they are ftript of their rags, and cloath- 
cd with change of raiment, for then Chrift fays, 
*« Loofe him and let him go." 

4. He dries up all the forrows of death, wipes 
away all tears. David was fometimes encom- 
pafled with them, but he is now got beyond them 
all. Death entering the world at the back of fin, 
has made an univeiial flood of mifery, that covers 
the face of tjie whole earth ; even the redeemed 
ones walking to Zion, cannot mifs to dip their 
foot in it, and that often very deep; they are 
liable to af9i£tions on their bodies and fouls, and 
all that is theirs ; they are diftreffed with defer- 
tions and hidings of God*s face ; they often go 
mourning without the fun. And what are all 
tliefe but the arrows of the foiled enemy, where- 
with he annoys the Mediator's company in this 
lower world ; but Chrift will alfo fpoil mis part 
of death's game in his kingdom ; he has taken the 
poifon and ftrength out of thefe arrows already, that 
they cannot give a deadly wound \ and in a little 
thefe Egyptians whom they fee to-day, they (hall 
fee no more for ever : Rev. xxi. 4. " And God 
fhall wipe away all tears from their eyes, and 
there ftiail be no more death, neither forrow, nor 
crying ; neither {hall there be any more pain, for 
the former things are pafled away." 

5. He brings all his people fafe through the 
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valley of the ihadow of death : Pfal. xxiu. 4. 
" Yea, though I wilk through the valley of the 
fhadow of deatli, I will fear no ev'il \ for thou ait 
with mc" Death advances at length to tlie iaint 
as a king of terrors, to loofe the foul from the 
body. They are ready to be aiFrighted at the 
fight, but the waters are dried up where they are 
to pafs. It Hands before them like a ferpcnt, but 
the lling of it is gone, they can get no harm of it. 
«< O death ! where is thy fting ?" may the dying 
faint fay ; they tread then upon the fcrpent, while 
they pais over to the other fide 5 it cafts down the 
body into the grave, but their more precious part 
it cannot touch. It is like the ftorm to Paul ; the 
body, the fhip of the foul, b dafhed to pieces; 
but the foul, the paflenger, gets fafe to land. Hiis 
is a noble vidory got through Jefus Chrift. 

6. Now, deadi has notliing of Chrift's but the 
bodies of his faints, not a foot of ground in his 
Jtingdom but the grave; and tliefe he will alfo wreft 
out of his hand at the refurre£tion. So, then, at 
the laft day, by the found of the trumpet, deadi 
ihall be fummoned, in the Conqueror's name, to 
give up its dead ; and immediately it ihall fling 
-open its doors, and peld adl up to him : Rev. xx. 

13. *« And the fea gave up the dead which were 
■in it, and death and hell gave up the dead which 
were in them." « Then this corruptible fhail 
have put on incorruption, and this mortal {hall 
have put on immortality ; then (hall be brought 
to pafs the faying that is written. Death is fwal- 
J(nLed up in viSiory'' Death will hold faft by thcm 
that are his own, even when they are come out of 
the grave -, but then nothing that ever belonged 
to it fhall anymore be about thofe that are Chrill's. 

7. In confequencc of the abfolute victory over 
death, it fliall be fhut up, and confined for the 

ages 
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ages of eternity to the lower regions, the lake that 
bums with fire and brimftone : Rev. xx. 14. 
^' And death and hell were caft mto the lake of 
fire : this is the fecond death." As the waters of 
the deluge, that overfpread the whole face of the 
earth fome time, were, by the voice of God, chafed 
away into, and confined in the deeps ; fo death, 
in its whole extent, as comprehending all miferies, 
greater or. lefier, that fome time ranged through 
the earth at liberty, fhall be gathered together^ 
and thrown into the place of the damned, there to 
prey for ever upon its proper objefts, the enemies 
of Chrift, the great Conqueror. — I am, 

IV. To make fome praftical improvement. 
This do£hrine is of manifold ufe. I fhall drop a 
few words from it to the profane, and to profef- 
fors. 1 fliall addrefs, 

I/?, Profane folk, who are quite carelefs about 
their flate and conveifation, on whofe face death 
is painted, in the eyes of God and all ferious per- 
fons. Confider, 

T . Ye have neither part nor lot in this viftory 
of Chrifl's over death, but are yet lying a prey to 
the dcvourer. What elfe means that loathfomc 
convcrfation of yours ? Pfal. xiv. i. — 3. <* The 
fool hath faid in his heart. There is no God ; they 
are corrupt, they have done abominable works," 
&c. What elfe means it, but that ye are yet rotting 
in the grave of your lufts ? Do not your profane 
fpeeches declare your throat to be an open fepul- 
chre 5 tlie full liberty your lufls get without con- 
troul, fays ye are not fick of fin, but dead in it ; 
your want of tlie fenfe of religion, your not dif- 
ceming the voice of CJod in his word, and having 
no rclifh for the fweetnefs of it, all thefe fay ye 
are dead. 

2. ANv^ke^ 
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2, Awake, and coroe forth to Chrift, in a boljr lifei 
elfc your lot (liall be for ever among the congre- 
gation of the dead: Gal. v. 21. " Tlicy which do 
luch things (hall not inherit the kingdom of God* 
Chrift has fet up a kingdom among us, but ye fay, 
Let us break his bands, and call his cords from 
us. Remember, if ye continue in this condition, 
Chrift will caft you out of his kingdom; for if deadi 
(hall be aboliihed out of his kingdom, be fure fuch 
dead fouls fliall never inherit amon^ the faints, 
but receive their portion where death bears eternal 
fway. 

2eifyy Profeflbrs, amongft whom I muft reckon 
communicants. To fuch, 

1 . By way of caution, I would fay to you, 

( I i) Beware of hypocrify, having a name to live, 
and yet dead : Rev. iii. i. " I know thy works, 
that thou haft a name that thou liveft, and art 
dead." O ! how many are there like fome dead 
beafts, whereof there is nothing good but the (kin ! 
Except the form of godlinefs, and their religious 
duties they go the round of, there remains no- 
tliing but a rotten heart quite eftranged from the lite 
of God, and a life full of dead works. Beware 
of this, for, with the abominable, the hypocrite 
will alfo be fwept away. 

(2.) Beware of apoftacy, Chrift will purfue his 
viftory, and therefore, whofo draweth back, his 
foul fhall have no pleafure in him, lieb. x. 38.; 
they that draw back leave Chrift's camp, and join 
his enemies, and they will be involved in their 
ruin, with a double deftrudion, as run-aways. 

2. By way of application to your cafe on the 
back of this communion, I would afk you, 

(i.) Have you got nothing at this feaft from the 
Conqueror to fct you a ftep forward to the viftory, 
" ; fpiritual viftory ? Blame whom or what thou 

wilt 
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wilt for it ; a dead (late, or at leaft a dead frame, 
is the true caufc ; and therefore repent. If thou 
be mourning and humbled under itj it is a fign of 
Tome life j purfue under Chrift's banner, and thou 
fiialt obtain the viGtory. 

{%,) Have ye fped, and got fome viftory over 
the body of death? be not fecure, and fit not down 
on that ye have attained, for death is not yet fwal- 
lowed up; therefore purfue. — I (hall only add, 

3. By way of cichortation to duty from this 
point. 

(i.) Be lively Chriftians, as thofe that are alive 
from the dead through Jefus Chrift ; keep grace 
in exercife, let not the holy fire go out ; watch 
againft deadnefs creeping in on your fouls, yield 
not to it, for that were to yield to death, tl^at muft 
be fwallowed up. 

(a.) Join iffue with the Conqueror, in purfii- 
ing the -vidory in your own fouls. There is a 
noble Captain on your head ; under his conduft, 
then, fight the good fight j let mortification be 
your daily woik ; while one luft remains, ye muil 
never give over ; make no truce with them, or any 
of theirs, but refolve to J)urfue thefe fruits of 
death, till death be fwallowed up in vidory. 

(3.) Join i(rue with the Conqueror, in purfuing 
the vidory in the world, efpeciaHy in .the places 
where ye live. Do your utmoft, by word and ex- 
ample, to awaken a dead world ; take care of th? 
young generation ; and as ye love their fouls, re- 
move the ftumbling-block of your divifions out of 
their .fight, "which threatens the ruin of religion 
in this pari(h ; when the members of the body 
are all going afunder, falling off from one another^ 
it is an evidence death is working in that body ; and 
it has made much fad work in the land and coun- 
try-fide already. 

Vol. I. ;, V Ka^^^- 
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(4.) Believe this truth with applicatioDi in all 
your endeavours after holinefs. That is the true 
method of fanftification, ufing the mean appointed 
of .God, and believing the promifed .fuccefs. If 
ye will not believe, ye fhall not be eftablifhed. 

(5.) Be weaned from the worlds and long for 
the day when death (hall be fwallowed up in vic- 
tory : Phil. i» 23. *^ Having a deHre to depart, and 
to be with Chrift, which is far better. Were wc 
eager in tlie battlc> we would readily long for the 
day of complete vidory. 

Let all be ilirred up, and exhorted from this, 

1 . To get and make fure their intereft in this 
viftory purchafed by Chrift in this battle. Come 
to Chrift, and make fure your intereft in him; ahs! 
wh<it will it avail you that Chrift has purcha&d 
this vi<Sl:ory for you ? It would be promifirig-like 
in tliis cafe, if ye be raifed up from fpiritual death, 
or if ye be wreftling againft the remains of it. 

2. Carry as becomes thole who are interefted in 
^ this victory. 

(i,) O love the Lord, come fee the field of 
battle, where the Lord lay, and love him, John, 
xiv 13. Whom will ye love, \£ not him thzt died 
for us ? 

(2.) Hate fin, and feck the deftru£kion and 
extirpation of it ; fet yourfelves againft the body 

of death. Ye have here ^What may excite 

you to it, for it was your fm that gave death its 
power, and furnifhed it with weapons againft 

Chrift. You may encourage yourfelves in the 

conteft, for victory is certain, for death is already 
vanquiflied in fome fort : Rom. vi. 6. ** Knowing 
this, that our old man is crucified with Chrift." 
Chrift himfelf is engaged in the purfuit of the 
viftory with you, and for you. 

3. Patiently bear your troubles, weaknefles, and 

diftrcfles, 
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:rcfle8, that hang about you, for thcfc workings 
death will be quickly over. 
\. Join not youifclvcs with the congregation of 
dead. BewarS, ( i .) Of dead company, making 
m your beloved companions, for " a companion 
fools (hall be dcftroyed." (2.) Renounce dead 
rks, as an impiety towards God> and unrigh- 
ufnefs towards men. (3.) Beware of a dead 
e and frame, that is, to be cold, ftiff, motion- 
1, of the colour of clay, as men that arc in a 
Jitred, lifclefs, fpiritual condition. 
Lafi/yt Let heaven and eternal life be the main 
ng ye have in view, and are in queft of, fay- 
, There is my reft, and there muft I be. 
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SERMON XL 



"'^-fs: -i-/. "^vwf irnj .r^d jm^tt the %vatirs^ an* '' 



A>f*^yv* :x'\ th< El^iers xrhohaTe through faith 
<-'«^<^;-*.A* a j»xl ncport, there is none more 
•.vr.-.v.k?.^ fV.An Eiijih the Tilhbite. He was a 
y '-:(:' ;i;o~<;;.C7 cxtraorxiiiury. In his excrcife 
-r* <^Vv'.: ^" •" w«< £rgu!aily difiinguifhed. 
. V. .":• 1 . V.-..: :t :iT/x;ri; Icfs to the church of 
• d \ r. \x >, ; v'^otY, «v: irrepairable ; liis ex- 
; i :v \x -0, .; i« n.c iv.vaiure, patterns to the 
, ."r-.t. ( '. (i. il io nU%.r r.gcs ; his cipericnccs were 
I v.c^lLi c;*couiv.:;<:n'.trts to a following of him 
v»i r^ •hrcL;^h ii'tl; and p-t;e):ce inherited the pro- 
Mi '* ; 3r«;. >t; ;t \\c> of iViil j:rcjtor importancCi 
y :■ 1 (' i.ii :...'i i!\v\-, r.iu', js luii^^" the fame yeT- 

tevday, 

L 
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tcrday, to-day, and for ever, was to be the objeft 
of hope and confidence to his people in all genera- 
tions.. In all their ftraits he was to be looked to, 
and inquired after, for his prefence with them, 
and his bleffing upon them. Thus, we fee, was 
Elifha exercifed in the verfe before us ; for when 
overwhelmed, and in peiplexity. He took the mantle 
of Elijahy which fell from hinjy andfmote the watersy 
andfaidy Where is tie Lord God of Elijah ? 

This verfe fliews us, 

I. What Elifha did. (i.) He took EKjaVs 
mantle, that fell from him ; God fo ordered, that 
it fell in Elifha's fight for his comfort, that he 
might have it as a token of the fpirit of Elijah 
refling on him. He- willingly takes it up ; he did 
not fay. What avails the mantle now, when it is 
not above Elijah's (boulders ? No ; that God that 
did wonders by it before, can do the fame again, 
on whofe fhoulders foever, by divine appointment; 
even fo the ordinances of God are to be prized 
for the Lord's fake, not flighted for the fake of 
the inftruments, though they are not like to fill 
the room of thofe that went before them. (2.) He 
fmotc the waters with it. He was to go back to 
the fchools of the prophets in Jericho. Though 
the Lord take away eminent infli-uments, his 
work muft not be ni^edled, they that are left be- 
hind muft beflirthemfelves to carry on the Lord's 
work. Jordan was between him and them, as 
oftentimes depths of difficulties will be found in 
the way of duty. He might have boated it over j 
that was the eafiefl way, and to a carnal eye the 
fafcft.^ But it was not the way his godly prede- 
ceflbr took before him ; therefore, having the 
fame fpirit as he had, he will rather believingly 
venture on -the waters, in the faith that God; 
P 3 would. 
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would carry him through, as he did Elijah befovc 
him. So he ftiiote the ivatersm 

2. We have what he faid when he fmote the 
waters : Where is the Lord God of Elijah ? It 
is a vchemeiU exclamatiGn for tKe prefence of 
that God that was with Elijah : Where u^ &c.; 
or a mod ardent prayer for it : Where art thou I 
as fome read it ; foi^ neither is nor art is in the 
original. He inquires no more after Elijah, he 
has no petitions to that faint when once he was 
departed ; that had been impious ; what he had to 
a(k of him, he afked while he was on eartL He 
docs not fit down and weep, and pore on the lofs 
of Elijah, as if there had been no more hopes of 

i;ood days fince he was gone ; but he betakes Irnn- 
elf to Elijah's God. Though Elijah was gone, 
his God ftill remained. !^ijah's experience of 
good from Elijah's God, kindled in Elifha's heart 
a furprifing defire after him, and fills him with 
hope of good entertaiimient at that door where 
Elijah had come fo good fpeed 5 for thefe are not 
words of diffidence, but of mighty eamefhiefs, 
and ftrong faith. ; as appears by confidering,. 

3. The iflue of the whole, which was accord- 
ing to his wifh. God was prefent with him the 
fame way he had been with Elijah before, Jordan 
is divided, &c. Thele v^ds. The alfo) fome 
make Elifha's anfwering to hupfelf, and read 
them, even he, viz. Elijah's God, yet endures; 
but though there is no doubt Eliiha believed this, 
yet that reading does violence to the points and 
ftops, without regarding of which there can be 
no certain fenfe of. any language; therefore our 
tranflation is preferable ; and thefe words (he alfo) 
are emphatical, to fhew the freedom of God's 
grace,, which is tied to none, but open and free 

to 
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to all that come to him for it in the way that others 
received it. From thefe words, I take this 

Doctrine, That the confideration of God's prc- 
fcnce with his people in former ^days, (hould 
bring the fucceeding generation to the fame 
God for the fame entertainment. 

In fpeaking to which, I (hall, 

I. Inftance a few of thefe experiences of God's 
people in former days. 

U. Show how we fhould come to God for the 
iaine entertainment 

III. Give thereafons of- the doftrinc.— And, 

IV. Add the improvement. 

I. I fhall inftance a few of the fweet and de- 
firable experiences of the Lord's people, which 
fhould bring us to the gracious Giver for the fame, 
and fuch like j and I ihall inftance none but thefe 
of Elijah, who, you muft remember, was a man 
fubje£i to like paflions as we are, James, v. 17. 
and to thefe I think the text leads me. Some in^ 
ftances of fweet entertainment this holy man had ^ 
fuch as, 

I. The God of Elijah gave him the fweet ex- 
perience of keeping warm and lively in a very 
cold and dead generation ; fo that he was beft 
when others were worft. His zeal for God burnt 
moft vigoroufly when the generation was turned 
moft coldrife, halting betwixt God and Baal, like 
true fire that burns moft keenly in the winter- 
froft, when a chill and cold air was the only air 
about him. By the warm blowings of the Spirit 
from above upon him, he was kept warm within. 
When nothing but deadnefs was on every hand, 
the Spirit of hfe from above kept him lively. So 
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it was with Noah in the old world : Gen. vi. 9. 
" Noah was a juft man, and perfedt in bis gene- 
ration." And Ijoty 2 Pet. ii. 8. « For that righ- 
teous man dwelling among them, in feeing and 
hearing, vexed his righteous foul from day to day 
with their unlawful deeds." 

But where is the Lord God 6£ Elijah in thefe 
dregs of time, wherein profeflbrs generally arc 
carried away with the ftream of impiety from all 
their livelinefs and tendemefs that fometimes have 
been among them, when the more w^ickednefs fete 
up its head, piety is made to hide its head the 
more ? a fiul evidence that God is gone from us, 
when the ftandard of wickednefs makes fuch ad- 
vances, and that of fliining holinefs is retreating, 
and can hardly get hands to hold it up. I will 
tell you twcJ fad experiences, common at this 
day. 

(i.) The fulfilling of that fcripture, Matth. xxiv. 
12. " And becaufe iniquity fhall abound, the love 
of many fliall wax cold." It is a time when athe- 
ifm, dcifm, and immorality, make prodigious ad- 
vances, and praflical godlinefs is under a deep de- 
cay.- I doubt if ever Satan had more hands at 
work to overthrow revealed religion, and to ra2C 
the foundations of it, than at this day ; and this 
effort of Satan^s againft the church, has joined 
with it a moft lamentable decay of the vitals of 
praflical religion in thofe that are called by the 
Lord's name 5 fo that we are like to be expofed 
to this furious attack, wanting the bed piece of 
cur armour againft it ; that is, an experience and 
feeling of the power of truth on our own fouls : 
Ah ! iv/jere is the Lord God of Elijah ? 

(2.) What heat there is, ftrikes all outward, 

while in the mean time folks are key-cold within •, 

(ad fign of a diitempered body. It is not bard 

to 
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to dilcern feverals (hewing a great deal of concern 
in the lamentable occurrences of our day ; but 
how hard is it to find a man that is truly awaken- 
ed to the exercife of godlinefs by all the alarming 
difpenfations of our day, that is moved with fear, 
and bufy preparing an ark for the evil day, labour- 
ing to get the particular controverfy between God 
and his. foul removed, putting out of his way the 
ftumbling-block of his iniquity, and fetting mat? 
ters in order for the day of the Lord ? Nay, Sirs, 
though fome talk in their ileep, it feems we will 
all fleep together, till God's he^vy hand give us a 
fearful - awakening : Where is the Lord God of 
Elijahs 

2. The God of Elijah gave him the fweet expe- 
rience of the power of prayer : James, v. 17. 
<< Elias was a man fubje£l to like paiTions as we 
are, and he prayed earneflly that it might not 
rain, and it rained not on the earth by the fpace 
of three years and fix months ; and he prayed a- 
gain, and the heaven gave rain, and the e^rth 
brought forth her fruit." He was mighty in 
prayer ; by his prayers the bottles of heaven were 
opened, the key of the clouds turned, nay, the bands 
of deadi loofed, i Kings, xvii. He was a great 
favourite of Heaven, whofe cries pierced the clouds, 
got in to the throne, and returned, like Noah's 
dove, with an olive-branch of peace in his mouth. 
Such experience of the power of prayer had Ja- 
cob : Hof. xii. 4. <* Yea, he had power over the 
angel, and prevailed," Gen. xxxii. Many times 
the Lord's people, when clofed up on every fide, 
have found a fweet outgate, their fouls flying up- 
^vard in prayer. The prayers, of the faints have 
been the great ordinance of the church, have fru- 
ftrated the plans of enemies, and turned them 
back on their own heads. 
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But where is the God of Elijah, while the trade 
with heaven by prayers is fo very low ? Alas for 
the dead, cold, and flat prayers, that come from 
the lips of profeiTors at this day ! fo weak and lan- 
guifliing, that they cannot reach heaven. Some- 
times the Lord lets loofe enemies on his people, 
toflcs them from veifcl to veiTel, and then the vnij 
betwixt heaven and them was well occupied. 
They had (till fome particular luits lying before 
the throne, and they could have given a good ac- 
count of their receipts. But long eafc has made 
them lofe their tongue ; fo that the experience of 
many in that point now can hardly be named, un- 
lefs they turn back to former days. There is one 
experience of Elijah's, which, I fear, is not un- 
common among praying folk at this day, and that 
is, a reftraint laid on them, that they cannot 
wreftle with God for the averting of wrath firom 
the generation of God's wrath, i Kings, xvii. 3. 
*— 9. Such a fad experience had Jeremiah alfo, 
before the^flabylonifh captivity, Jer. xiv. 11. and 
xy, I. And though God doth not fo reveal his 
mind now in particular cafes, yet I fuppofe that 
it will be found, that thofe who live near God, 
and have the fpirit of prayer in • fuch cafes, may 
find fomething equivalent thereto in their liberty 
and confidence with the Lprd, and that according 
to the fubjefb of their requefls : Ezek. xxxvi. 37. 
« Thus faith the Lord God, I will yet for this be 
inquired of by the houfe of Ifrael, to do it for 
them." . 

3. The experience of the fweet fruits of depen- 

^dance on the Lord, and of a little going far, with 

his blefling : i Kings, xvii. 16. " And the barrel 

of meal wafted not, neither did the crufe of oil 

fail, according to the word of the Lord." Elijah 

^jaw fo very few for God in his day, that he thought 

Hl he 
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he was alone ; and the Xx)rd ftrengthened his faith 
by fuch experiences. Many times God's people 
have had fuch experiences of the Lord's bringing 
great things about by (ipall beginnings, as the 
cloud like a man's hand, according to the pro- 
mife, Prov. iv. 18. " But the path of the juft is 
as the fliining light, that fhineth more and more 
unto the perfefl: day.",HofiVi.3. ** His going forth 
is prepared as the mdrning, and he (hall come 
unto us as the rainy as the latter and former rain 
unto the earth." God has many ways of working 
in the experience of his people ; and when he 
works by means, fometimes he does great things 
by {mall means, as the feeding of Elijah, the wi- 
dow, and her fon, fo long on a handful of meal, 
and a little oil in^ a crufe \ Haman's helliih plot is 
overturned by the king's falling from his relt one 
night, Efth. vi. i . Sometimes by contrary means, 
as Elijah was fed by the ravens, who were more 
likely to have picked flefli from him, than to have 
brought it to him^ 

But where is the God of Elijah at this day, 
when what we have feems to be blown upon, that 
it goes in efFe£t to nothing ? Our table is plenti- 
fully covered, yet our fouls are flawed j our good- 
nefs fometimes looks as a morning-cloud, it blac- 
kens the face of the heavens, and promifes a hearty 
Ihower, but quickly proves as a little cloud, like 
unto a man's hand, which is ready to go to no- 
thing ; yea, the generation is blinded by the means 
that have a natural tendency to give light- Ah ! 
H^ijere is the God of Elijah P 

4. The experience of a gracious boldnefs to face 
the moft daring wickedncfs of the generation he 
lived in, though it was one of the worft. This 
eminently appeared in his rencounter with Ahab, 

I Kings, 
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I Kings» xviii. I.; his ftanding alone againft four 
hundred and fifty of Baal's prophets j whatever 
was his natural temper, he owed this to the grace 
of God, for when he was left to his natural cou- 
rage, it failed him, chap. six. 2. — ^4. ; but the 
Lord fpirited him then for the hard work he had to 
do, that he feared nothing in his Mafter's caofe, 
Ads,iT.i3. " When tber Ulw the boldnefs of Peter 
and John, they nuurvelled, and they took knowledge 
of them, that they, had been with Jefus." 

But where is the God of Elijah now, while the 
iniquities of our day meet with fuch faint reCft- 
ance, while a brow for the caufe of God, a tongue 
to fpeak for him, and a heart to zEtj are fo much 
wanting. The wicked of the world, though they 
have an ill caufe in hand, yet they piirfue it boldly; 
but, alas ! the people of God ihaine their boneft 
caufe, by their cowardice and faint appearing in it. 
If God gives us not another fpirit, more fitted for 
fuch a day, we will betray our trull, and bring the 
curfe of the fuccecding generation on us. 

5. The experience of a glorious and powerful 
manifedation of himfelf, in a folemn ordinance, 
even at the facrifice on mount Carmel, which was 
ufhered in with the fpirit of prayer in Elijah, i 
Kings, xviii. 37. — 39. " Hear me, O God, hear 
me, that this people may know that tliou art the 
Lord God, and that thou haft turned their heart 
hack again. Then the fire of the Lord fell, and con- 
fumed the burnt facrifice, and the wood, and the 
ftones, and the dull, and licked up the water that 
was in the trench. And when all the people faw 
it, they fdl on their faces, and they faid. The 
Lord he is the God, The Lord he is the God."* 
That was a glorious day's work, when Satan fell 
like lightning from heaven, from which day, no 
doubt, many dated their converfion, fome their re- 
vival 
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vival, and people there generally felt foincwhat 
divine on tiiL:lr fpiilts. Such glorious days the 
church has often had in ordinances, which Ivavc 
been as a high (Ircam-tid^ of the gofpcl ; fo tliat 
three thoufand were converted at one fermon, Ails 
ii. 41. 

But where is the God of Elijah, wlien fo little 
of the Spirit's influences is found in ordinances, 
even folenui ordinances ? Here is the mantle, but 
vhere is the God of Elijah ? Here are the grave. 
cloaths in which fometimes the Lord was wrapt up, 
but where is he himfelf ? Communion-days liave 
fometimes been glorious days in Scotland, and 
fometimes the gofpel hath done much good ; fo 
that minifters have had almoft as mucli to do to 
heal broken hearts, as now to get hard hearts bro- 
ken ; but *wherf tiow is the God of Elijah ? 

6. The experience of being enabled to go far 
upon a meal, i Kings, xix. 8. ; but where now is 
fuch experiences, while there is fo little ftrcngth 
in the meals to which we now {it down ? This is 
a time wherein there is much need of fuch an ex- 
perience ; the Lord feems to be faying to his 
people, •* Rife and eat, for the journey is long ;" and 
what a hard journey fome may have, ere they get 
another meal, who knows ? 

Lajtly^ The experience of the Lord's removing 
difficulties out of his way, when he himfelf couW 
do nothing at them ; Jordan divided j fo -Peter 
had the iron-gate opened to him of its own accord : 
for when the Lord takes the work in hand, were 
it never fo dcfperate as to us, it will fuccced well 
with him. Sure we have need of his experience 
tliis day. How is the cafe of many fouls fo em- 
barraifed at this day, that they cannot extridhte 
tliemfelves, by reafon of long and continued de- 
partures from God ! fo tliat all they can do is, that 

Vox.. J. Q^ vwe.^ 
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they arc fighing and going backward. Ah ! vfhfre 
is ti.^ God of Elijah^ to dry up thofc devouring 
deeps ? Enemies haye furrounded the church, and 
brought her to the brow of the hill, ready to caft 
her over 5 ivhere is the God of Elijah^ to make a way 
for her to efcape ? 1 mall next conGder, 

II. How we (hould come to God for the fame 
entertainment, if we would come fpeed. There 
were two things Elifha did, for the prefence of 
God to be with him, as he had been with Elijah. 
I. He prayed for it, fent his prayer to heaven 
for it; and if we would have the experience of 
God's prefence as in former days, we muft ply the 
throne of grace for it this night. And there are 
three things in his prayer, which muft be in ours, 
(i.) A moft pref&ng fenfe of need, where he 
faw he could not venture into Elijah's poft with- 
out Elijah's God. Senfe of need makes eameft 
prayers. What is the reafon we fee not the glory 
of the Lord as formerly ? we reign as kings with- 
out it ; men have found out ways of their own, to 
get comfort without communion with God 5 they 
have the creatures breads to fuck at, when tte 
Lord's confolations are not dropping into them. 
But if ever the Lord return to this generation, 
there M-ill be a hunger raifed in them, that all the 
world will not be able to fatisfy. 

(2.) A moft vehement defire of his prefence: 
Where is the Gcd of Elijah ? There was* a flame of 
defires after the Lord, that could not'be fatisficd 
without him. Some have cbferved in nature, that 
the tongue is tied by a double ftring to the hcait 
in man. If fo, it feems it has been defigned that 
the tongue (hould be a ftringed inftrument, to 
found out only the language of die heart. Were the 

heart 
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heart more eager for the divine communications, 
we would wreftle with God in carneft, and not 
]et him go till he blifs us ^ but, alas ! our cauld- 
rife prayers do but beg a denial. ^ 

(3.) There was great faith in his prayers : Where 
is the God of Elijah ? Faithlefs prayers will be in- 
efficacious prayers to the end 5 but the hand of 
faith will pierce through the cloud wherewith the 
^ord covereth himfelf. ly?, He believed God 
could do what he fought, therefore he calls him 
Jehovah, and the God of Elijah, who had difco- 
vered his power in dividing the waters before. 
Txlly^ He believed God would do it, he had God's 
call to th^ work 5 Elijah was taken away from him, 
but he had Elijah's mantle in his hand, for a token 
God would be with him, as with Elijah before. 5 
and he was not faithlefs, but believing. So wc 
muft believe alfo, if we would fee the glory of God ; 
not only the power, but the good- will of God : 
Jer. xvii. 6. 7. " Blefled is the man that truftcth 
in the Lord, and whofe hope the Lord is.'' 

2. He ufcd the means Elijah before him did, 
for attaining God's appearance and manifeftation 
of himfelf. He fmote the waters ; no matter 
though the means be unlikely to produce the 
cfFcft, if they be of God's appointment -, and in 
faith we mull ftretch out the withered hand, if we 
woukt have it rcftored, and venture on the work 
upon the credit of the promife, 

As a conclufion to tJiis difcourfe, let me exhort 
you to go^the Lord Jefus this night, and wreftle 
for his prcfence as in former times j and let the 
confidcration of God's prefence with his people in 
former times, take you to the fame God for the 
fame entertainment. 

To prevail with you, I would offer the follow- 
ing Motives. 
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1 . Confider, it is too evident the Lord has for- 
falccn tliis generation in p^reat mcafure. He is 
writing bitter tilings a^ainft this church and land. 
Her beauty is marred upon all heraflemblies; where 
the cloud of glory fomc time reded, we may write 
Irhahcd! Hence it is fo few arc converted in our 
day; and the Lord's own children, though they get 
feme food, yet they fare not fo well as in former 
times. Why ? becaufe the Lord is withdrawn in 
his anger. The fun of the gofpel in Scotland is as a 
winter-fun, and looks as If near the fctting, at Icaft 
getting under a dark cloud : Ifa. Ixiv. 7. «< There 
is none that callctli upon thy name, that ftirrcth 
up himfelf to take held on thee, for thou haft hid 
thy face from us, and haft confumed us^ becaufe 
of our iniquities." 

2. This would be the way to get a blcffing; 
importunity prevails much in heaven. Were wc 
thus exercifcd, we might get a blefling to dm 
church, a blefling to this communion : Cant. iii. 4. 
" I found him whom my foul lovcth ; I held him, 
and would not let him go, until I had brought him 
into my mother's houfc, and into the chambers of 
her tliat conceived me :" a blcfiinff we fhould feck 
from him to ourfclves. Though the Lord is feme- 
times fo angry v/ith a generation, that there is 
no turning away of his wrath, yet the ferious 
feek<irs of his face will always get the blofling : 
lih. iii. ic. " Say ye to the righteous, it (hall be 
well with him, for they fhall eat the fruit of their 
doings." 

3. The door we fet you to is a door where 
many have been liberally helped before you, and 
the Lord's arm 13 not ihortened. The faints that 
were ritheft in experience got them all thtre^ and 
all the fair ones now in glory, he was their God, 

th:t 
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tliat was with them in life, death, and now after 
death. Let the good report of his houfe, then, 
make you flock about his door, for there is no 
ground for that temptation, Job. v. i. ** Call now, 
if there be any that will anfwcr thee, and to which 
of the faints wilt thou turn?" 

4. It is a door where there is nothing givtu for 
perfonal worth. All that ever was given there 
to any of the children of fallen Adam, was given 
with that proteftation, Ezck. xxxvi. 32. « Not 
for your fakes do I this, faith the Lord God, be 
it known unto you : be aihamed and confounded 
for your own way^, O houfe of Ifrael P* 1 hat the 
moft unworthy in all fucceeding generations might 
fee they were welcome, it is for his own fake j 
and that cannot change. 

JLq/Ny^ What will ordinances avail without his 
prefence ? Nay, they will do ill, inflead of doing 
us good i they will bring on us a curfe inftead of 
a bleffing ; and therefore wreftle with him, and 
proteft, Exod. xxxiii. 15. " If thy prefence go 
not with us, carry us not up hence." The fcr- 
mons will be to you as an empty found, the Lord's 
table as aa empty chair of ftate, when the King is 

away. ^If his prefence be not given you, you 

will get no fpiritual feafl j and one had better be 
at a common table, than at the liOrd's table, when 
they do not feed : i Cor. xi. 29. « For he that 
eateth unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation 

to himfelf." If the King be away, Then there 

will be no furniture for trials, none for the evil 
day, that feems to be approaching quickly ; none 
for a dying-day, that is awaiting all of us. Now, 
if yc would find him,— Seek him in Chrift, 
look for him in the feveral means of his appoint- 
ment, ftreets, courts, &c. — ^Put away every thing 
that mars his prefence with you. 
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SERMON Xir. 



2 Kings, ii. 14. — j4n(I he teoh the mantle ofElijahi 
that fell from bitriy andfmote the nvatersy afid faiii 
Where is the Lord Cod of Elijah r 

TT Shall now, 

I III. Give the reafons of the do£hinc, or fliew, 
tfiat the confideration of God's prefence with his 
people in former days, fhould bring the fucceedlng 
generation to the fame God for the fame enter- 
tainment. 

^rhis confideration may and ought to work upon 
us two ways. 

I. By way of fimple excitation and upftirring. 
When Eliiha confidercd what God had done for 
Elijah, it fet his foul on fire, inflamed his defires, 
fet his heart a-longing after the Lord, that he might 
deal the fame way with him. Thus the confideratioa 
of God's gracious appearances to and for his 
people in former times, ihould be a powerful mo- 
tive to labour for the fame or like experiences. 
It fhould inflame our hearts with a holy emula- 
tion, 
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ion, and earned defire of the bkfled entertain- 
ncnt others have got before us at God's door ; 
"or the following 'reafons. 

( I.) Becaufe, fo far as we come fliort of it, it is 
I (ign we are fo far off the way where the foot- 
teps of the flock are to be fecn, Cant. xvii. S.j 
md that is fo dangerous, that it may well ftrike a 
nail to our heart to think of it. What is the rea- 
fon we fare not fo well about the Lord's hand as 
!)thers before us ? Have we not the fame God to 
go to, the fame covenant- promifes ? We have the 
tame breads of divine confolations, as full as ever, 
but it feems we have much lod the art of fucking 
them, that fometimes has been our experience. 

(2») Becaufe, fo far as we come ftiort, it is a fign 
of God's anger againd us, that he hath fome quar- 
rel with us he had not with his people in former 
days of the right-hand of the Mod High; and may 
not this prick us to the heart, and fet us to our 
knees? Ifa. lix. 12. " For our tranfgreffions are 
multiplied before thee, and our fins teftify againd 
as." What is it but the fins of the generation, 
that dops the communication of the divine good- 
ncfs ? Does the Spirit of the Lord depart till he 
be grieved, or the holy fire go out till it be 
quenched ? Docs the Lord clofe his didributing 
hand till his people clofe their mouths.*^ or does not 
the oil run while there arc empty vcflTels to receive 
it ? While the furious wind of perfecution blew on 
God's people in Scotland, and the fweeping rains fell, 
fwceping away their earth from about them, the 
fountain of the divine goodnefs to them ran freely ; 
but now, alas ! through long eafe, we have got 
tiie fprings dopt with our mud and earth. 

(3.) Becaufe we have as much need as they 
had ; liVkt, xv. 1 7; ** And when bexarmc to htm- 

felf, 
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fclf, he faid, How many hired fervants of my fa- 
ther's houfe have bread enough, and to (pare, and 
I pcrifli with hunger ! I will arife, and go/' &c. 
If we be Icfs at God's door than others before us, 
it is not, I am fure, for any wcaltli we have at 
home, more than they had ; it is not that we do 
not Hand in need, but that we are not fo fenfible 
of our need. Many of the Lord's people have 
taken little reft, when they had more than we 
can pretend to ; they have been very anxious to 
increafe their flock, when it was f«r above ours ; 
and when m'C confider how faft they ran, whei 
they had reached far above our fxnall meafure, 
fhould not tliat ftir us up to mend our pace ? Phil 
iii. 13. 14. « Brethren, I count not myfelf to ha?e 
apprehended ; but this one thing I do, forgetting 
thofe things which are behind, and reaching forth 
unto thofe things that arc before, I prefs towards 
the mark for the prize of the high-calling of God 
in Chrift Jefus.'* 

(4.) Becaufe thefe glorious examples fliouldnct 
be without due influence upon us. Example is a 
mcft cfiicacious incitement j Caefar grieved when 
he faw the ftatue of Alexander, and confidered 
how he, at the age of thirty, had conquered the 
world, and himielf, being older, had done no- 
thing : Heb. xii. i. '< Wherefore, feeing we alfo 
are compaifed about with fuch a cloud of wit- 
nefles, let us lay aiide every weight, and the fin 
which doth fo eafily befct us, and let us run with 
patience the race that is fet before us." How may 
we blufli when we confider the ftature of thofe 
before us, that have been as the palm-tree, while 
we, growing in the fame foil, are like pitiful 
fhrubs ! Surely, if our fpirits were not mightily 
funk and degenerate^ the glorious example of the 

Lord's 
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Lord's people in former days would fct our whole 
foul a-going after the God of Elijah. 

2. It fhould work on us by way of cncourage- 
inent. Elijah's example gave Elifha hopes he 
might find God the fame to him he had been to 
his predeceffor. Encouragement is a notable fpur^ 
to diligence, and is that which is moft likely to 
take with men. What is it which makes us that 
we wreftle not for God's prcfence, as in former 
days ? even unbelief, that tells us we need not be 
at the pains, for it will not do. But the report of 
the godly in former days contradifts the report of 
unbelief, and therefore fhould bring us back to 
God's door 5 even as when a beggar, having called 
at a door for his alms, was coming away without it, 
and fhould meet with another that had been plen- 
tifully fervcd there, who would fay to him, That is a 
good hpufe, and though one mayftand long at the 
door ere they be ferved, yet they give ay a liberal 
alms at length j would not that brhig the beggar 
back again ? So fhould the confideration of God's 
prefence with his people in former days bring us 
to him for the fame entertainment. For this there 
are the befl reafons ; fuch as, 

(i.) Becaufe the experiences of the Lord's 
people in former days were given, and put on re- 
cord, for that very end. All the experiences of 
God's prefence with his people in former days, 
^re as fo many figns of peace on earth, and good- 
will towards men. They, as it were, (land at 
God's door, to invite and encourage thofe of fuc- 
ceeding generations to come in there for the fame 
or like entertainment ; and his people do but an- 
fwer the dcfign of tliem, when they come and in- 
quire, Where is the Lord God of Elijah ? — Eph. 
xii. 7. *« That in the ages to come he might ihcw 
the exceeding riches of his grace, in bis kindnefs 



ipo THE SUITABLE IMPROVEMENT OF 

towards us through Chrift Jefus.** — Rom. xv. 4. 
•« For whatfoever things were written aforetime 
were written for our learning, that we, through 
patience and comfort of the fcriptures, might haft 
hope." 

(2.) Becaufe thefe experiences fay there is ^ 
nough to be had in God for the feeking, if we 
feck in his own way : Pfal. xxii. 4. " Our fathers 
irufled in thee, they trufted, and thou didft d^ 
Kvcr them. They cried to thee, and were defc 
vered ; they trufted in thee, and were not con- 
founded." The faints that have gone before us 
have fpread a good report of God^s houfe, that 
others after them might come to the fame door. 
They have had the experience of the Lord's help 
in all the cafes that we can be in ; and whatever 
be the difficult fleps we have to go, if we mark 
narrowly, we will fee the footftcps of the flock 
before us in tliefe ftcps through which their God 
has graciouily handed them : Pfal. xxxiv. 6. 8. 
** This poor man cried, and the Lord heard him, 
and faved him out of all his troubles. — O tafte, 
and fee that the Lord is good ; blefled is the man 
that trufleth in him." And their experiences are 
their teftimony to the truth of his promifes : Pfal- 
xii. 6. " The words of tlie Lord arc pure as filver 
tried." 

(3.) Becaufe we have the fame advantages that 
tiiey had, yea, and more than fome of them, that 
lived in darker days than we do. How many have 
groped the way to the throne of grace, when tliey 
had not fuch light fhining around them as we have 
to fliew the way ; but, however we make the 
comparifon, we nave the fame God to go to that 
they had, who has as much to give, and is as 
gracious as ever : Jam. i. 1 7. « Every good gifti 
and every perfeft gift, is from above, and comcth 

down 
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own from the Father of lights, with whom is no 
ariablenefs, neither fliadow of turning ;" the 
ixne High-Prieft over the houfe of God, that- U 
s well heard by the Father now as ever , Heb. 
iii. 8. " Jefus Chrift, the fame yeftcrday, and 
0-day, and for ever ;■' the fame covenant, for 
t is cvcrlafting ; the fame promifes, whofe truth 
ind mercy endure for ever. 

(4.) Becaufe all that ever the bed of the faints 
rot was in the way of free grace. It was not only 
mdeferved, but given over the belly of ill-defer- 
nng 5 and if it be free grace that opens the door, 
Dvhat needy finner is there but may come forward 
For a ihare ? All the love that was ever bellowed 
3n any of them, was free love, without the lead 
deferving j if ye think there is any exception, look 
Lhrough them all, from Adam downwards, and 
name the man if you can. Paul challenges the 
world to do it, Rom. xi. 35. " Or who hath firft 
given to him, and it (hall be recompenfed unto him 
again ?" 

IV. I AM now to make fome praflical improve- 
ment. And this, 

I. In an ufe of reproof. Tliis reaches a re- 
proof to feveral forts of perfons 5 as, 

(i.) To our modem blafphemers, who reckon 
the faints experiences of the workings of the Lord's 
Spirit on their fpirits nothing but the effects of 
imagination, heat of fancy, or fomewhat elfe. 
So true is it, i Cor. ii. 14. «* The natural man 
receiveth riot the things of the Spirit of God, for 
they are fooliflinefs unto him j neither can he 
know them, becaufe they are ipiritually difcern- 
cd." But when we confider the fanftifying effcfts 
of thefe operations felt on their fpirits, how by 
thefe their hearts are loofed from the lufts to viKvclv 
the/ were formerly gJcwcd, inflamed wvxSa.Xost.xa 
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i^v. i:u: :^^ holy law, and thus to deiyrife iL: 
M/: ■. s * ,v i-t tribulation, joyfully toluiiertCT 
C*.r. ■-. : <■ v'-.'-.y thcnifelves to all that is dcarw 
tlvf - i!.c wcrU for his cnufe, wc muft concludCt 
tl*.;: .*xX r:vr. vlo but new-model the dochioc ol 
t-:*v c cha: c^u^at lotig ago, that Chrffi caft oat 
sK'%'!> bv Lvvljxbub, the {»rince of devils; and 
t^ :■:. i< :Sc'.r working is formal, fiiited to the ^ 
i;; V*' :Iv ruuiral nun ; io their fpirit is profuie. 

^:.* rUvuc chat flight the experiences of the 
^«c^^^k' ot C>vkU 4ih1 appearances to and for thcnsi 
j> V '. Wv'uh chcir notice, far lefs of their paiosi 
^' j^vc tlx u:r.c entertainment ; and yet they did 
n^oiv ririvisv to the caufe of God, by their godly 
lir^pl'siCv. ;hjjn we are like to do by our refined 
p'.i..ox"'*:;y* ; j'o xk^ wonder, for if a man will be 
tt;.S' \* :V, I Cor. lii. i8. "Let him become a 
f v. thu: iv tvay K' wile" A little faith and 
»Js:fV:u'.i:\v vv^ the Lord for light and ftrcngtb) 
w*..; ^o t^i:ho :V.ii\ much camal forefight. But 
:VrN '.-.iJ ;/.' !y-.r'.: ct preaching, praying, and 
oc >.K '. t * i • ;^s K' .0 " ^ v- c to : i 10 k 1 v ice of G od ; and 
mo ;'.u\x* :hc Lxirc ic: ot it. "ilic good Lord feud 
bjvv :ho S»/'.**:. vvire of the act what will ! 

^ ;/ To theiV who are ready to talk big of the 
exivriv rces v^t" Clod's people, ar.d of God*s appear- 
i'.xc:; 10 r t':\^:r. ::; tVrr.ier diy<. With a whole 
hcirt. their cotiwUiiccs IvAring them witncfs, 
tV.vV j:e not ov -ocvr-evl :o wrei'iic with Gcd for 
:hc?:naves or o:h<:v< :vw. or to put to their hand, 
\i\ iheir icvtrai caj*ao;tii'c>, :o ihc iv-viv J of piacli- 
cal godlireiV in the generation ; but, on the ciher 
hand, do ir\pro\e it to the hari^iung of tlicir oviTI 
hearts, and to the con:crr:p: 01 ordinances and mi- 
mftcrs. ITieie arc ti:c gc::u:::e ctrspri::g of thoii: 
who built the tombs cf rhi prophsrts, and g.-rr.iib- 
ed their fepulchres, yet are iiiling up the mciUiK 

ci 
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of their fathers iniquities, Matth. xxiii. 29. — 
Whence I may obferve, (i.) That dead prophets 
are better liked by a formal generation, than living 
(Hies, for they get lefs trouble of [the dead thau 
of the living. (2.) Such would make a brave 
ufe 0f the means of grace that were in for- 
mer days, which they are fure they cannot get, 
while they have no power to improve the means 
that are among their hands. (3.) Thefe will con- 
demn th<qir fathers mifufing of the prophets that 
are gone, who yet will trample on their fucceflbrs 
that are remaiiiing. 

■ (4.) To* thofe who improve the experience of 
the Lord's people informer days againft themfelves, 
to the deadening their own fpirits, inftead of 
quickening them, when they look upon them. By 
the fubtlety of Satan, they are thereby difcouraged 
and broken, inftead of oeing animated, as they 
ought, to feek the fame entertainment. It is the 
remains of a legal difpofition in any of the children 
of God, that is the fource of difcouragements ari- 
sing from this airth. They look more to the good- 
nefs that was in the faints, and the ill that is in 
themfelves, than to the blood of the Lord Jefus 
Chrift, through which alcHie the divine goodnefs 
did flow to them, and through which it may flow 
as freely to themfelves. 

Laflly^ To thofe whofe hard thoughts of God 
the experience of all the faints from Adam cannot 
remove. So vile are they, they conclude, that 
God's heart cannot be towards them, though they 
have all the experiences of former faints, as fo 
many depofitions to confirm the welcome of all 
that come to him through Chrift, whatever they 
have been. O lay by thefe hard thoughts of God, fo 
deftrudiVe to yourfelves, and fo difiionourable to 
God. Look among all that ever came to God, 
Vol. L R ^ \l 
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if ye can find (Hie that died at his door ; if that be 
your lot, YOU will be ^the firft \ but God's word 
iays you (hall not : John, vi. 37. « Him that co- 
incth unto me, I will in nowife caft out* Beware 
of hard thoughts of God, whatever your difap- 
pdntments be ; if die devil can get that point 
wrought up in you, he has you fair before the 
^nd for hell, where the fearful and unbelieving 
land ; and there is not a readier way on earth than 
that, to create a hell within a man, a hell, I (ay, 
^-here fin and ibisow for fin are both at a height 
But htre ibme may propofe this 

ObjeilUny No odier perfon's cafe is like mine. 
jinf. And there is none good as the Lord \ he 
is goodnefs itfelf, infinite goodneis, and infindtdy 
good to fmners in Chrift ; and that is fufficient to 
fwallow up your matchlefs eviL What think ye 
of Paul, ]Vla!!ufieh, Adam ? But though ye cannot 
fee a cafe like )ours among all the eleA of God| 
you carmot chence conclude your cafe is marrow« 
Jefs, more tlun if ye were in a wildemeis where 
ye could Tee no marks of a perfon's foot, ye might 
conclude never one was there before you. But 
fuppofe the faints experiences leave you, yet the 
word will reach you : Rev. xxii. 17. « And the 
Spirit and the Bride fay, Come \ and let him that 
is athirft come ; and whofoevcr will, let him take 
of the water of life freely.*' And if your cafe be 
quite new, God will do a new thing, according to 
his word. Some perfon aauft go forenK>ft in 
every cafe j venture you, then, on Chrift with 
that cafe of yours, that others that may be in it 
after may follow, and ye fhaJl find a matchlefs 
Phyfician for a matchlefs malady. ■ I fhall only 
add, 

2. An ufe of exhortation. Let me exhort all, 
efpccially communicants, to feck the Iiord's pre* 

^ fence 
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fence and glorious appearances as in former days ; 
and make this your great bufinefs, never ceaiing 
till he make himfelf known^ as in the days^of oid» 

(i.) Seek his glorious prcfence to the fpirits of 
his people, as in former days. The Lord's work. 
., here is at a fad ftand ; cry, <« Revive thy work in 
the midft of the years," Hab. iii. 2» Their bones 
are in that refpefl lying dry about die grave's 
mouth. O cry for the Spirit of life to enter into 
ijiem ! Even the trees of God's planting are be- 
come mighty faplefs ; God's wheat is mighty wi« 
fheced at the root ; cry for a (hower of influences, 
that the woric within, that is at fuch a ftand, may 
go on yet, and foul-exercifes may be fet on foot 
again. 

(a.) Seek his powerful manifeftation of himfelf, 

to purge the generation's wickednefs, and to make 

lioUnels more common and Oiining in our day. 

There is' a deluge of profanity overflowing the 

land : IFhere is the Lord God of Elijah ? Cry for 

. his appearance, to turn the ftrcam, to make ini- 

. qttity hide its head, and holinefs to fettle in its 

noom. There is a glorious promife to the gofpel- 

church, in Zech. xiv. 20. " In that day {hall there 

be upon the bells of the horfes, Holinefs unto the 

XiOrd ; and the pots in the Lord's houfe fliall be 

like the bowls before the altar ;" cry for the ac- 

compliihmcnt of it, to him with whom is the re- 

fidue of the Spirit. 

(3.) Seek his glorious appearance in ordinances, 
as in former days, — that he would beautify the 
place of his glory by his prefence. Do your ut- 
moft to get him into your mother's houfe, for it 
is a heartlefs houfe when he is away. We have 
been in pain, we have, as it were, brought forth 
wind, we have not wrought any deliverance i^ 
Ac earth : JFiiir€ is the Lord God rfEHJab ? 

R 2 V\^ 
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(4.) Seek his glorious appearance for his 
churches, now when they are fo low, and the hand 
of the Antichriftian fadion is fo high : Jer. li. 50. 
M Remember the Lord afar off, and let Jerufalem 
come into your mind ;" for your mother-chuich 
in particular, againft which many are gathered, 
faying. Let Zion be defiled. Behold how pin after 
pin in her tabernacle is loofed, that it muft quickly 
lie along upon the ground, if the Lord himfelf do 
not appear to hold it up. Seek for the revival and 
prefervation of the covenanted work of refbrma- 
tion, that facred pledge tranfmitted to us at the 
expence of the precious blood of many of the 
faints, the bearing down and deftroying of whidi 
is like to make thefe nations yet fwim with blood. 
Our rbwers have rowed as intd deep wacersi 
where they have funk our nation, and folemnly 
buried our covenants in the ruins of it : Where is 
the Lord God of Elijah ? 

Cry for their rcfurredlion j and if ye cani^do no 
more, ye may do as Martha and Mary, that owned 
their relation to their brother while in the grave ; 
and fay as Mary, and thefe with her, John, xi. 34. 
when Chrift alked, « Where have ye laid him ?" 
« Lord !" fay they, " come and fee**' — For mo- 
tive, 

I. Confider, that the Lord's appearances and 
manifeftations of himfelf as to his people in forcift 
days, would make a plcafant change on the face of 
aflairs this day, it would be as life from the dead : 
Ifa. XXXV. 1 2. " The wildcrncfs and the folitary 
place fliall be glad for them, and the defart fhaU 
rejoice, and bloflbm as the rofe. It fhall bloflbm 
abundantly, and rejoice even with joy and (inging. 
The glory of Lebanon ihall be given to it, the ex- 
cellency of Carmel and. Sharon, they (hall fee the 
glory of the L^rd> and di? ^xgeUpncy of our God." 
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It would renew the earth's withered and decayed 
face. If, therefore, you have any refpeft for the 
thriving of your own fouls, any pity on the perifh- 
mg fouls of a gracelcfs multitude, any regard to 
God's honour and ordinances, any concern for his 
ark and work, fcek his glorious appearance for his. 
church. 

^. Confider, that matters are come to fuch a 
pafs with us noW, that nothing lefs than God's 
gracious appearance for us, and prefence with us, 
as in former days, can prevent our ruin ; we have 
all grounds to fear an aroufmg ftroke from the 
hand of the Lord, by means of a French, Popifli,. 
and malignant fad:ion, fet to raze our Jerpfalem 
to the very foundation, whofe tender mercies are 
cruelty j and if we Ihould mifs it, which is not 
likely by all appearance, there will be a blacker 
figfct feen on' this church, and thefe nations, by 
nsafon of that fpirit of enmity againft the purity of 
religion, and againft all pra£l:ical religion, that has 
made fuch dreadful advances this day, that, if Gk>d' 
do not feafonably ftrike in, will, through time, 
w«ar out the faints of the Moft High. 

Laftly^ Confider the glorious things fpoken of 
the latter times, to which the world feems to be 
advancing apace. The extraordinary efforts made 
this day for advancing the kingdom of the devil in^ 
the Chriftian part of the world, the univerfal de- 
cay of piety in the churches look like a critical 
junSure, when the honour of God is called upon 
to " arife like a giant rcfreihed with wine,** to pu- 
rify a people to bimfelf, and to ftrike his enemies 
on Ihe hindeiuparts. Whatever fad work may be 
'.made -on the churches before that come, O cry, 
<* Awake, put on ftrengtfa, O arm of the Lord ! 
awake, as in the ancient days,*' Ifa. lix, p.-*— — ^I 
(hall dofe with a few advices. 

R 3 i-^\;\s: 
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1. Stir up yourfelves to repent and refomr: 
« Strengthen the things that remain, that are readf 
to die/' Rev. iiL 2. It is high time we were bend- 
ing to our feet, when the &:e has begun to catdi 
hold of our bed of floth ; we have flept long c- 
nough, labour now to get and keep matters dear ; 
betwixt God and your fouls. 

2. Lameot after the Lord : i Sam. vii. 2. " And 
all the houfe of Ifrael lamented after the Lord.** 
Upon that they had occafion to fet up anothff 
Ebcnezer. The tears of the Lord's people after a 
departed God are the ready way to bring back 
their tender-hearted Lord. Mourn over your own 
fin, and the fins of prefent and former times. 

3. Study unity, and beware of divifion, Pfal. 
cxxxiii. 3.; be more afraid of your own than of 
other people's fins. This church at beft is but 
weak ; let us not by divifions make ourfelves an 
eafier prey to the common enemy, left God be 
provoked to caft us into the fire, to make us bum 
together. 

4. Lay out yourfelves for the advancement of 
piety, to ftir up one another to holinefs, love, and 
good works. Put to your hand this way to hold 
up a ftandard for Chrift in the world ; the devil's 
agents are bufy, not only againft the out- works of 
religion, but to fap the roimdations of it. What 
are you doing to ftrengthen them ? To talk and 
complain about the defe&iona of the time, wiQ 
not do it, but apply your main force to advance 
and ftrengthen the vitals of religion in yourfelves 
and others. 

5. Labour to put yourfelves in a pofture for fut 
fering j caft the burden of earth off your backi 
and let your flioes be on your feet, your eye on 
t}ie prize *, pyrfue it over the belly of all hardfhips 
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you may meet with, and you will readily find God 

will be with you. 

. L^fllyy Pray, ptay, lilt up a cry for the x:«ni« 

nant that is left ; let us meet continually at the 

throne of grace, minifters and people, to trylt 

with him in his. ordinances, and to wreftlc for his. 

prefence. 
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CHRIST THE FATHER S GIFT TO HIS 
CHOSEN PEOPLE*. 



SERMON XIIL 



Is A. Iv. 4. Beholdy I have given him /or a Witnefst9 
the people f a Leader and Commander to the people, 

IN the firft vcrfe of the chapter, there is a large 
offer of grace, and a cordial invitation to all . 
to improve me blefRngs of falvation. In the fe- 
cond and third verfes^ the Lord expoftulates with 
finners for their (lighting this ofier, and purfuing 
after other things. Then the invitation itfelf is 
renewed, and backed with weighty motives. In 
all this the Lord has a fpecial refpeft to the Gen- 
tiles, who at that time were ftrangers to the co?e- 
nants of promife. In the text, there is a notable 
ground of encouragement for finners to come to 
Chrift ; the very fcope of it is to encourage 
them to come to him y it is as if God had faid, 

Why 

* The time when this Difcourfc was delivered it not 
mentioned. » 
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Why arc you afraid to come? behold I hare given 
him for that very end, to be a witnefs, a leader, 
and a commander to the people. Therefore you 
may conclude, that he muft have a people to be- 
lieve in him as aWitnefe, follow him as- a Leader, 
and obey him as a Commander. Did ever any 
prince give any a captain's commiffion, but when 
he <iefigned aifo he fhould have fome under him 
as foldiers ? 

In the text, we have a declaration of what God 
the Father hath done for poor Tinners j and be- 
caufe it is an unequalled deed, it is uihered in 
with a note of attention and admiration, Behoidy I 
have given. He has made a gift to finners, a gift 
fuch as may fupply all their wants< 

I. Confider the Giver ; /, that is, the Father, 
the contriver and fource of the finncr's falvation* 
None elfe could give fuch a great gift, none elfe 
had power to make this gift. In regard of the 
great Giver,' then, it ought to be received with all 
due refped and gratitude. 

. .2. Confider the gift, iWwv that is» Chrift, of 
whom David w.aa-a type : 'John, iii. 164 " God 
fo loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten 
Son.** This is a gift fuitable to the greatnefs of 
the Giver. He gives -like a King, yea, like the 
King of kings : for his gift is unfpeakably and in- 
finitely great. 

3. Mark the conveyance of this noble gift : J 
have given him ; J have freely beftowed him. This 
was according to the covenant of grace ; he was 
not given againft his will. No •, bis. Father's will 
and his are one, he gave himfelf alfo. The Father 
freely defigncd him for the work, and he chear- 
fully accepted, faying, « Lo ! I come.** 

4. Confider the end of this gift. For what pur- 
pofe did the Father give Chrift I Why, it was to 



to rcrveaJ tne mmd and will ot Ciod to ttic 
John, xfiiL 37. ** To this end,** faid Jcfu 
I born, anti for tiiis caofc came I into tl: 
that I ihould bear witncfs tx> the truth ; e 
that i« of the truth he heareth my voice." 
it follows, that they are an ignorant pe( 
know not God, nor the mylteries of (] 
the very people that hare loll their eyes t 
an unbelieving people, who will not belt 
unlefs he proves what he fays by his Wit 

(2.) For a Leader, to go before tl 
Prince and a Captain, as the word figni 
fo they are a people that have difficuhi 
thiougn, 2nd blow not their way, and lie 
need of a Leader. He b given^ 

(3.) For a Commander, to give them out 
rules for their obedience. This implies 
are an unruly people, who muft have on 
them in order. 

There is a Behold prefixed to the te: 
ferves to ftir uo attention and admir:i»i 
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In difcourfing on this fubje^i, k is intended, by 
divine aid, 

I. To (hew you fome fpeciai ftcps of God's gi- 
ving this noble gift, Chrift. 

II. To inquire for what this gift is fo remark* 
able. 

. III. What we may behold in the Father's giving 
this gift. And, 

rV, To conclude with a pradical improvement. 

We are then, 

I. To ihew you fome fpeciai fteps of God's gi- 
ving this noble gift, Chrift. 

I. God made this gift before time, even from 
all eternity, in refpe£b of defignation ; the Lord 
defigned him to be a Witnefs, Leader, and Com- 
mander to the people ; from ail eternity did God 
dciign to bring many fens to glory \ and therefore 
at that period alfo did he defign their Captain for 
them. What is done in time is but the execution 
of eternal decrees i eternal life was promifed us 
in Chrift Jefus before the world began. Tit. i. 2. 

a. God gave him in the morning of time, in the 
faft promUe : « The feed of the woman fliall bruife 
Ac head of the ferpent." When Adam fell, and 
involved all his pofterity in a loit condition, when 
he bad carried all of them out of the way of life, 
(o that none of them could ever know it again 
without a Witnefs, nor walk in it without a Guide, 
then- God pron^ifed this noble gift, to make up 
irhat Adam had loft, and to reftore to us what he 
had taken away. 

3. In the fulnefs of time, when he adlually 
esdiibited this gift -, when the word was made 
flefh, and tuberp^cled among us : ^< When the 
fulnefs of time was come, God fent forth his 

S#n, 
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Son, made of a woman, made under £bt hw," 
Gal. iv. 4. 

Then was feen that great gift foretold by Mofis 
and die prophets, (hadowed forth by the kw, ind 
looked for witheanieft expectation by the people 
of God. A time it was when he thus camCi 
wherein the world lay in deep fpiritual darknds} 
the knowledge of the true God was almoft totaOj 
aboUihed among the Gentiles j they knew not God| 
and tlie true religion was dreadfully corrupted 
among the Jews. The few that remained were 
wearied witli the burdenfome ceremonies, that 
could not make the comers thereunto perfe^, and 
therefore looked for the mercy promifcd unto tlie 
fathers. 

4. God gave this gift in the laft time, when tlie 
gofpel was freely preached to all nations, llien 
it was, and ever (ince, that Chrift fet up his ftan- 
dard in the world, to receive ?11, without diftinc- 
tion, that would fight under his banner. Thus 
God gave him in relpedi of the free oficr : ** Hc 
is the gift of God," John, iv. 10. 

5. He gives him, in particular, to every elcfl 
foul in the time of love, the day of efpoufals. 'Hiil 
is that blefled fpot of die believer's time, wherein 
they match with the Son of God, believe his woidi 
and give themfelves up to his condu£l. They tfaui 
leceive the unfpeakable gift of God ; and this is t 
crowning mercy indeed ! Whofoever thus by 
faith receives this precious fgift, fliaU receive 
him over again in the marriage-day, that is, when 
time is over and gone. Then it (hall be faidi 
** Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to 
him, for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and 
his wife hadi made herfelf ready."— —Let us, 

E 
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Inquire for what this gift is fo remark- 
It is remarkable, for the hand from whence 
le. It was the Father that gave Chrift 5 even 
ired not his own Son, but delivered him up 
i all, Rom. viii. 32. If a gift be valuable 
e fake of the giver, then Chrift is the moft 
ble gift,' as given by the Father 5 and there- 
le that flights Chriil, flights the Father alfo. 
town-clerk of Ephefus fuppofed that none 
but know, that the Ephefians would be zea- 
br the image of Diana, becaufe it was fup- 
to have fallen down from Jupiter, Ads, xix. 
en thoufand times better reafon have we moft 
f to efteem our Lord Jefus, becaufe we have 
loft infallible aflurance, that he came down 
God, the Father of mercies, « My Father 
fefus),giveth you tlie true bread from heaven," 
» vi, 32. 

It isj'remarkable, for the perfons to whom it 
ren. Who are they ? They are men, and 
ngels ; finners, and not faints : " God com- 
ieth his love towards us, in that while we 

(inners, Chrift died for us," Rom. v. 8. 
a, in due time he died for the ungodly." 
that give gifts, ufually give them to their 
Js, but God gave even his unfpeakable gift 
} enemies •, men give to the rich, but God 
to the poor 5 he gave this gift to them that 
mif-fpent the gifts beftowed upon them at 

creation. O let us fet a mark here, and 
" Bdiold what manner of love the Father 
beftowed upon us, that we ftiould be called 
3ns of God !" I John, iii. i. 

It is rertiarkable, for the' feafpnablencfs of it. 

not only gave his Son, but he gave him in 
er feafon ^ as it was with Abraham; for whom 
OL. I. S Go^ 
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God provided a ram to be piFered in the ftead 
of his only Ton Ifaac, who was aLrcady bound on 
the altar ; fo, when the finner's neck was on the 
block, when divine juftice had a fure hold of hinii 
and was about to ftrike the fatal blow, then did 
God provide, and give Jefus to be a facrifice in 
our (lead. O what a furprife, as well as a com- 
fort, was the promife of him to poor Adam ! and 
O how welcome to us ihould be this faithful bf- 
iiig, and worthy of all acceptation, that God fent 
even his own Son, << to feek and to fave thatwhki 
was loft." 

4. It is remarkable, for the fuitablenefs of it 
U.ifuitable gifts are not much efieemcd. IVlut 
though a man would give a purfe full of gold to 
one ftar\'ing for want of bread, or prefcnt pfca*^ 
of food to a perfon juft dying of an incuraUe dif' 
eafe ? Such imfuitable gifts could be*of no ufe to 
thefe pcrfons ; but Chrift is every way fuitable to 
ilie tinner's cafe : " Wherefore he is able to fcfc 
to the utccimoft all that come unto God throu^^ 
him ; becaufc he ever liveth, to make interceffion 
for us." For fuch an High-prieft became us, vbo 
was holy, harmlefs, undefiled, and feparate from 
finners, and made higher than the hcayais.** V^ 
balfam of hia blood cxa£Hy anfwers our wounds 
in breadth and lengtli ; it cleanfes from all fifl} 
and purges the confcience from dead works. It 
was contrived by infinite wifdom for this purpofc, 
and every finncr whofe eyes arc opened at once 
fees his fuitablenefs ; for Chrift is « the power of 
God, and the wifdom of God," i Cor. i. 24. 

5. This gift is remarkable, for the neceffity of 
it : A£l:s, iv. 12. " Neither is there falvation in 
any other 5 for there is none other name under 
heaven, given among men, whereby we muft be 
faved," What would the world have been with- 
out 
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^ift, but a dungeon of darknefe^ a pit of 
or, a prifon of mifery and defpair ? Had we 
heard God thundering on Sinai, and not God 
ning-on Calvary, then we had made the rocks 
, and the hills refound, with our defperate out- 
;. No man, no angel, was able to help ; no- 
I but the blood of God could expiate our 

It is remarkable, for the greatnd's of it. It 
gift without a parallel in heaven or in earth : 
od fo loved the world, that he gave his only- 
ttcnSon," John, iii. 16^. A greater gift thaa 
Hlcaven could not give, and earth could not re- 
r. The lalvation is great, but the Saviour, 
)erfon who wrought out this lalvation, mufi 
•eater. Many-rich -Sind bkffetl gifts God gives 
•eopie, but fhey are aJl little wlien compired 

this great gift, for along with it he freely 
I us all tilings. When God refolved to difplay 
:ommunic2te his goodnefs, his wifdom, power, 
Dounty, he made a world out of nothing ; but 
1 he refolved to manifeft his love, and dif- 
: all his glory,. he gives us to view it in the 
and perfon of Jefus. The Sabbath was aps. 
:ed for celebrating the praifes of God for the 
; of creation ; but in addition to this, eternity 
(lined to celebrate the praifes of the rithes of 
race and glory in Chritt Jefus. 

This gift is remarkable, for the freedom of ft. 
(I is a gift every way free. There is a clutter 
anders in the freedom of it. — Thefe wc fhall 
rt notice. This gift is given, 
.) To the undcfcrving. We deferve no good 
e hand of the Lord,, much lefs the greatcil 
'9 we cannot challenge a drop ,of water by 
:, much lefs Chrift and. his grace ; fo that 
S 2 God 
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God cannot wrong us, whatever he deny lU. It 
is given, 

(2.) To the ill-deferving ; to them who defencd 
death and damnation j who w^ere juftly lying under 
the curfe of the firft covenant, and whofe demerit 
would have funk them to hell. Yea, this gift i« 
given, • 

(3.) 'I'o them that were not feeking it : "lam 
fought (fays God) of them that afked notforiticj 
T am found of them that fought me not: I &i<li 
BehoJd me, behold me, unto a nation that were 
not called by my nnme." Chrift can fay of all 
his people, " Ye have not chofen me, but I haTC 
chofen you.*' The Father pre fles the gift of his 
Son upon poor fmners, even when they are feed- 
ing on hufks, and not feeking after him, fayingi . 
« Wherefore do ye fpend money for that which if 
not bread, and your labour for that which faW- 
fieth not ? Hearken diligently unto me, and eat 
ye that which is good, and let your foul delight 
itfclf in fatnefs," Ifa. Iv. 2. It is given, 

(4-) i'o them that were not expe£ting it, or 
looking for any fuch gift at his hand. How was- 
Zaccheus furprifed when Jefus faid unto hitn> 
*< This day is falvation come to thine hcufe," Luke, 
xix. 9. , - 

(5.) Yea, it is ftill offered to them who hate 
often refufcd it, who have been frequently biddca 
to the marriage-fupper, and have as often refufed 
to come : « Ye will not come to me, (fays Jefus), 
uVu ""'^n ^ ^^^^ ^'^^ '" ^"-'^ Y^t ftill does he fay^ 

^ T^ J'" ye die, O houfe of Ifrael ?" 
,J.\f' ^'aM' r^"^^^^abie for the unchangeable- 
God 1 '.1^'^ the-fpiritual gifts and calHngs of 
fo tith 7;?^"Vr^P-ntance f but above all it is 
y^herXi ' ^'^ Sreat and unfpeakable gift 
Where he once comes, he never afterwards g^s 
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away. There is a ftrift bond of union between 
Chrift and the foul, which death itfelf cannot dif- 
folve ; yea, << there is nothing that can feparate us 
from the love of God that is in Chrill Jefus." If 
the foul cannot keep faft hold of Chrift, Chrift 
will keep faft hold of it : « I know my fheep, (fays 
Jefus), and they follow me ; and I give unto them 
eternal life, and they fliall; never perifti ; neither 
fliall any man pluck them out of my hand,'* John, 
X. .27. 28. If the hand of faith be weak, he can 
ftrengthen it ; and the Spirit of God does not 
faint nor grow weary. The term of the union be* 
tween Cmid and. believers is during life eternal.— ^ 
Let us, 

HI. iNquiHE'what we maybehold in the Father's 
girmg this gift. Much, much indeed, may we 
here behold, that merits our attention, admiration, 
gratitude, and love. But atprefent, time only per- 
mits me (imply to mention a particular or two. 

I . In this gift we may fee our own needs. If 
our neceflity had not been very great and urgent 
mdeed, God would not have given his own Son 
to be a- witnefs, leader, and commander to us ; 
had not our mifery been great, and alfo beyond 
Ac power of men and angels to deliver from it, 
God would not have provided' and given fuch a 
canfom for us. This at once (hews our mifery to 
have been fo great, that none but Jefus could de- 
liver us from going down to the pit. The diyiiie 
excellence and infinite value of the remedy, ciea^y* 
demonftrate the abfolute neceflity on our part of 
fuch a cure. 

2. In this gift we may fee infinite love. What 
but love, love eternal, and boundlefs grace, could 
have induced God the Father to have given his 
own welUbelovcd Son, even to die in the room of 

S3 l>3.^ 



tlO CHRXSTy THE FATHER'S GIFT 

Uioli cmfiirs as \rc arc ? Inftead of merit, wc 
ha J. :!k* \cry grrateil demerit ; and God was under 
i^" obi:^.iru>ns to give us fuch a gift ; hisownlOTC 
then W.IS rhc lource. In the gift itfelf, we hare 
r'*^? ^Ti-arc!! jit'plny of love ever made to any of 
tile: CTcjrurcs vn' God 5 the greatncfs of it the heart 
^-jv.rot con-eivc, nor the tongue exprefs ; the 
!:Tri?i'..*rN of it will through eternity excite the ad- 
n::ri:-.^% gr.ir:tui!e, and Jove, of angels and men. 
5. Iti ihi'i gift, we have to contemplate a glorious 
del".:" of doir.ji cccxi to Hnners. All the gifts of 
(ii\l .;n' intended for our good ; but as this is the 
frojTctl of chtm all, yea, infinitely greater than 
thoni a\\ nkcn together, ib the good evidcndyin- 
ti"\lcrvl bv •: is Aio exceetHng great ; yea, it bears 
a rro*\»Mioi« n> the infinite value of the gift itfelf. 
W'iuri \vv coiilidcr tl^.e divine dignity of the pcr- 
(i :i U!ir« a'H) his near relation to the Father, when 
\vi* cor.iMcr Jic greatncfs of the work his Father 
j:. .;' !riu to do, and the trcmendoufly dreadful 
firV; I i::ii:5 which hj appointed him to endure, wc 
5:-. .y -c .^ \\- co;u'lv.dc, that the good thereby in- 
tend td iVn iinntrs was fo great, as to be worthy 
of :b.c \vj:iK\"i: ar.d j^x^odnefs of the perfon who lent 
h!"i, ar.u worthy aifo of tlic Son of God to accom- 
pli ;b. riii.^ w;:S nothing clfe than eternal life:. 
jcfv^, " rhc Captain of our lalvation, was made 
perfect ilrov.gh futloiingsS tliat he might bring 
max^y fui:s to glory." 

1\''. Li- T us now conclude with a pri-!£lical im- 
provement. 

My friends, when God makes offer of this gift 
to you, (light it not, but receive it gratefully ; ac- 
cept of Chrill as he is offered in the gofpel. When 
Chrift on the crofs faw his motlier (landing by the 
difciplc whom li<f loved, he faid unto her; " Wo- 
man, behold lliY Sou \" xlvcw to tl^e difciple, « Bc- 
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hold thymother T' and from that hour that difciple 
took her unto his own home. So does God ad^- 
drefs you, faying to each of us. Behold my Son 
Chrift, and take him home mio your hearts. — For 
motives to this, confider,. 

1. That Chrift is a leading gift Wherever he 
£X>mes, he never comes alone, he brings a traia of 
blefllngs along with hi'm, even all the bleflings of 
^e everl^fting covenant j for in him all the pro- 
mifes are yea and amen. Receive him, and ye 
ttiall have a complete and everlaiting righteoufnefs 
with him, reconciliation and peace with God, 
pardon of fin, fonfhip to God, an inheritance a- 
Dfiong theni that are fanftified, and, finally, a right 
to all things. If ye receive him, all things are 
jrours : " Whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas^ 
ar the world, or life, or death, or things prefent, 
or things to come i all are yours : and ye are 
Chrift's, and Chrift is God's," i Cor. iii. 2.1. — 23* 

2. He is a foul-fatisfying gift, in the enjoyment 
of which your fouls may relL Are you not feek- 
ing fatisfaftion, and purfuing after happinefs ?• 
but ** why do you feek the living among the 
dead ?" Why do you fuck the dry breafts^'of the 
world, and the impure fountains of your own lufts^. 
that cannot latisfy ? Ifa. Iv. 2. Nothing but an in- 
finite good can fatisfy the defires of the human 
Coul ; and here it is. Here in Chrift, like Habak- 
kuk, you may find a fource of joy and ftrength, 
when all other comforts fail. As nothing but the 
mother's breaft can fatisfy the hungry infant, fo 
nothing but Chrift can fatisfy your fouls aright : 
« Whofoever drinketh of the water (faith Jefus) 
that I (hall give him, ftiall never thirft 5 but the 
water that 1 fliall give him ftialL be in him a well of 
living water, fpringing up into everlafting life," 
John, iv. 14. 
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3. He gaiTe hinifelf to the death, that be mi;^ 
be a gift fuitaUe to your ncceffitics. He is that 
bread that the Father gave from heaven ; bread 
that was ground between the miU-ftoncs, and 
bakcn u: the oven of God's wrath, diat he might 
be bread to you. 

4. Do ye not need, pofitivdy need him ? Can 
you be happy without a pavdoni peace with God,, 
a righteoufnefs. and an everlafting inheritance J^ 
Now, there b no poflible vray of obtaining thefe, 
but by him. O ! my fellow-finners, how can ye 
live or die without him ? Sure your own necef- 
fiti<:s have a loud cry to you not to flight him; 
your fouls, pining away in fin, cry, O flight not 
a Saviour ! your fouls, truly fick, cry, O fli^t 
not the phyfician ! 

J. Confider, he is in your offer ; you may ka?t 
him if you will : « The Spirit and the bride feji 
G3me; and Icr him that heareth, fay, Come^ and let 
him that is athirll come; and whofoever will, let him 
take the water of life freely." You fee there is no- 
thing to hinder yourrcceiving of him; for the Father 
is willing to give his Son to you, the Son is willing 
to give himfelf, the Spirit is willing : •« All things 
are ready, come ye to the marriage.** Nay, it is 
not merely a limple ofller, but a command : «Thi$ 
is the command of God, that ye believe on his 
Son." Therefore, under the pain of Godseter^ 
nal difpleafure, accept of him : " He that belie* 
veth fliall be faved, he that bclieveth not fliall be 
damned." 

6. Confider, he will not always be in your offer. 
When once the Mailer hath rifen up, and fhut the 
doors, ye may knock in vain, there will be no more 
entrance. Thus ye may be taken from the oflfer, 
or it from you ; now, then, is the accepted time, 
and now is the day of falvation. 

iij/^/v, Confider, if ye receive him not, ye are 
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loft for ever ; and then it will be more tolerable 
for them that never heard of him, than for you: 

" If he that defpifed Mofes* law died without 
mercy, under two or three witnefles, of how 
much forer puniflimcnt, fuppofe ye, fhall he be 
thought worthy, who hath trodden under foot 
the Son of God, arid hath counted the blood of 
the covenant, wherewith he was fan£^ified, an un- 
holy thing, and hath done defpite unAtr the Spi- 
rit of God?" For we know him that hath faid, 
«« Vengeance belongeth unto me, and I will repay, 
faith the Lord," Heb, x. 28. — 30. 

My feliow-finners, will ye now take this gift 
from heaven ? I am fure there would not need to 
be fo much work to make you receive a gift that 
is not worthy once to be named with this : If yc 
will not take it, what have you to fay for your- 
fclves ? Perhaps tlie reafons why fome will not 
receive this gift may be cafily found out; as, 

I. Some will not, bccaufe they need it not j like 
Efau, -in another cafe, they may be readv to fay^ 
«« I have enough, my brother, keep that thou haft 
unto thyfelf," Gen. xxxiii. 9. Alas ! many arc full, 
are rich, and reign as kings without Chrift ; but, 
O ! would to God they were rich, and did reign. 
Such perfons only reign like Saul, when God de- 
parted from him. Sure am I, that if there be a 
foul under heaven needs Chrift, it is fuch a perfon. 
They who, like the Laodiceans, are rich and in- 
crealed with goods, and have need of nothing, 
and know not that tl\ey are wretched, and mifer- 
able, and poor, Hind, and naked, O how much 
need had they to liften to tlie counfel of Jefus, 
and buy of him gold tried in the fire, that they 
may be rich ; for what have ye without Chrift, 
but has God's curfe in it? all your gifts are curfed 
to you, Mai. ii. 2. " I will even," fays God, " fend 
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a curfe upon yov, and will curfe your bleffing!^ 
yea, I hare curfed them already," becaofe ye d» 
not lay it to heart. 

2. Others will not, becaufe they have not room 
for it ; many have no room for Chrift ; theii 
hearts and afl[e£iions are otherwile taken up. Bnt| 
O ! what takes up that room ? what gueib do 
you lodge in your hearts, that the Son of God 
cannot have accefs ? If ye have not room, vili je 
make room ? Tell him ye arc^ content to take him, 
and invite him to make room for himfelf, and lie 
will do it. He is able to caft out your idob, 
and to pull down the flrong-holds of fin and Sa- 
un that are in your hearts. 

3. Some Mrill not, becaufe they like not theo- 
nerous caufe of the gift* There are manytbat 
cannot digeft what is required of them who be- 
long to Chrift : « If any man W}11 be my diici^ 
let nim deny himfelf, take up his crofs, and fol- 
low me." They could take the crown, but tbcj 
cannot away with the crofs, or. the hard ferrice. 
Such are to be pitied, for they are led afide by 
miftakes ; if Chrift was in your hearts, his fervice 
would be your choice, and you. would glory in his 
crofs. 

4. Many will not, becaufe they have no will to 
come under the obligation of a gift. Thus it was 
with the Jews ;. going about to cftablifh their own 
ri^teoufnefe, they fubmitted not themfelvcs to 
the righteoufnefs of God. This pride of heart 
lies often vailed under the ftiew of humility, 
when all the while the foul refufes to come to 
Chrift, becaufe of unwillingnefs. Well, you muil 
either be ebligcd to Chrift for your falvation, or 
perifli 5 for do what you will, or fufFer what you 
will, if Chrift be not yours, you perifti. 

JLafi/jif Not a few will not, becaufe they think, 

though 
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tliough it may do good to others, yet it can do 
none to them. Who knows but this may be thie 
temptation of fomc ! tliis is the poifonous breath 
of monftruous unbelief, that at once fiies in the 
face of God's truth, making him a liar, i John, v. 
10. ; and in the face of his wifdom, as if he had 
provided an unfuitable remedy. Sinner, who ever 
perifhed in the hands of Jefus ? and O what def- 
perate cafes has he cured ! . But do you obje£t there 
was nevcrythe like of yours ? Jnf. Then you will 
glorify Chrift the more, if you will venture your- 
felf in his hSid. Many wonderful precedents have, 
you as proofs of his ability. Venture yourfelves 
then in his hand, « for he is able to fave to the ut- 
tcrmoft all that come to God through him, feeing 
he ever liveth to make inteiceflion for us." Amen. 



HE 



THE CHRISTIAN WEAK, YET STRONG *. 



SERMON XlV: 



2 Cor. Kii. 10. FornvhiTi I am weak, then tm 
IJirong. 

ririHE text is a gofpel-paradox, bed undcrftood 
I by experience. The Chriftian is a myftcryi 
a myftery to the world •, the faints arc hidden ones, 
yea, in a great mcafure they arc a myftery to them- 
felves \ fo is the Chriftian life. The apoftle, in 
the text, tells us one of the great myftcrics of the 
Chriftian life, and that is meat out of the eater: "I 
take pleafure," fays he, " in infirmities^ in re- 
proaches, in neceffities, in perfecutions^ in di- 
ftreflcs, for Chrift's fake." Chriftianity teaches not 
a Stoical apathy, no man is more feiifible of the 
weight of his burden than a Chriftian ; yet he can 
not only bear a heavy burden patiently, (which 
I believe is a myftery to many of us), but he even 
finds a pleafure in a burden he is not able to ftand 

under. 

* This and the following Difcourfe delivered July 12. 
and 13, 1713. 



THE CHRISTIAN WEAK, YET STRONG. 1 1 7 

nder. After fenfe has confidered a trial, gone out 
nd in through it, and found nothing but bitter- 
efs, faith can difcover a great deal of fweetnefs 
I it. The Chriftian well exercifed, may get 
>me glorious fights in his trials and temptations, 
lat afford a refined pleafure. 

1 . It is a fweet fight for a Chriftian to fee him- 
;lf (landing a candidate for glory, and on his 
ials for heaven, i Pet. i. 6. 7. " Wherein ye 
rcatly rejoice, though now for a feafon, if need 
e, ye are in heavinefs, through manifold tempta- 
ons, that the trial of your faith, being much 
lore precious than of gold that perifheth, though 

be tried with fire, might be found unto praife, 
nd honour, and glory, at the appearing of 

2. It is fweet to fee Chrift dragging the corrupt 
•ill to the crofs, and driving the nails through it, 
3T its mortification : James, i. 3. << Knowing this, 
latthe trying of your faith worketh patience." 

3. It is fweet to fee C3iriffi, in order to the ftar- 
ing of lufts, blocking up the pafles by which pro- 
ifions might be brought to them. 

4. To fee the foul out of weaknefs made ftrong, 
nd the devil outihot with his own bow. This ac- 
ount of it the text gives. For when I am wiaif 
!iat is, when I am weak in myfdf, then am IJhong 
1 Chrift ; ver. 9. « My grace is fufficient for thee, 
DT mj ftrengdi is made perfefi in weaknefs.'* 
lie Lord allowed, the temptation to continue 
rith him till he was driven out of himfelf,. and 
rzs brouj^ to confefs he was not man enough 
n it, and then the Lord gives him ftrength a- 
ainft it. 

.1. In the text, there is fomcthing fuppofed» 
lamely, that the Chriftian is not always weak in 
he fenfe of the text j he has not always the due 

Voj-.L T fex& 
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fcnfe of his weaknefs ; fometimes his locks are 
cut, and yet he will go out as at former times. 
It is no fmall piece of Cbriflian labour to keep a 
due fenfeofourweakncfsandinfiifficiency. When 
the Chriilian is ftrong in himieJf^ then he is dead 
weak. If the devil pan but get the man blown 
up with conceit of his own ability to Hand his 
ground again ft him, then he has him fair before 
Sic wind, as Peter. Hence it is. that fome will 
ftand before great temptations, and fall before lefs 
ones. 

2. In the text, ther« is fomething expreiled. 
When the Chriftian is weak in his own fight, then 
he is really ftrong ; he baffles the temptation, he 
ftandsthe trial, when he fees he is not man e- 
nough for it. Sometimes the devil rages, drives 
furioufly by temptations, perfecutions, and the 
like ) but unlefs he raife the duft, fo as to blind 
the Chriftian's eyes, that he fee not his own weak- 
nefs, nor the ftren^th of the graice without him in 
Chrift, inftead of driving him off his way, he will 
drive him to Chrift, in whom he is enabled to 
ftand, fb as to come off a conqueror. I take up 
the fenfe of the verfe in this 

Doctrine, That when the Chriftian is weak, 
then he is ftrong ; weak in his own eyes, ftrong 
in Chrift, 

In difcourfing upon this fubjed):, I {ball coxifider 
the following points. 

I. What is that weaknefs, which paves the way 
to Spiritual ftrength ? 

II. Offer fome remarks for confirming this 
point. 

III. Give fome reafons of the doilrine. And, 

IV. The iUuftratioa of thefe wlU make way 

for 



THE CHRISTIAN WEAK, YET STRONG. 219 

for a large pra<S^ical improvement, in various ufes 
of the fubjed:. 

I AM, then, 

I. To (hew what is that weakncfs which paves 
the way for fpiritual ftrength. 

I. There is in it a holy bent of the heart to 
that work, to which ftrength is required, with 
an honeft dedre and refolution to go through with 
the work. If a man hath no mind for the work, 
it is all one in that refpedl, whether he be weak 
or ftrong : Matth. xxvi. 41. " Watch and pray, 
Azt ye enter not into temptation ; the Spirit in- 
deed is wilUng, but the flefh is weak* But the 
Cfariftian, however weak, 

(i.) Aims honeftly at the performance of every 
duty. Like David, he has refpe£l; unto all God's 
commandments, Ffal. cxix. 6.; he dares not baulk 
any of the laws of Chrift ; the whole law is 
written in his heart by divine grace, and he la- 
bours to write it over in his pradice ; he has no 
objedion to any duty he knows to be enjoined of 
the Lord, but fays, <* I eflieem all thy precepts con- 
cerning all things to be right," PfaL cxix. 128. 

(2.) He is honeftly refoived to refift temptation, 
and mortify lufts. This is what muft be done, tho* 
he knows not well how; he concludes, that though 
there be a lion in the way, he muft be forward : 
«« I have chofcn," fays he^ « the way of truth,** 
Pfa], cxix. 30. ; his feet are {hod with the pre- 
paration of the gofpel of peace ; he dares not 
think to fail with eVery wind, nor to go back 
and lie down in the embraces of his lufts, for 
it is to be fuppofed God has fet fire to his reft 
there. 

(3.) He has laid his account with the crofs, and 
refolves to continue his weak ihoulders under it^ 
T2 -^x. 
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•fL* v^-'»< vi'J: Matth. XVI. 24. •« If any man 

. V \ * w' vvr'c after me, let him denylxiia- 
o. ' . ,.v^ * '*< cr^n*, and follow me." 

'->: N v'.'iwv ro t>!!o\v the Lamb, though be 
•Kx.v •c iC ^v cfsl or it» and never to IcaTC the 
'» .'• X** v lv*rv\ tor all the ftorms that Sitan 
r^-.i" — V ''^ t; Sr porfers Chrift's crofa to Ac 
%\Ni X ^-»>fcni ji-\l what he cannot keep widi a 
<^^^• ^v»*vc"v^» ic Will rcckoii himfelf better 

: ^ vN'i: o« utttr mabxlity and infufficieiicfy 



vv.:C' 



i% ^»»K 



that work, or any part of it: 
: s\t ;. c ** \o€ :luc we are fufEcient of our- 
*^^v>* .V ti^it?.i i'-^ x>:ng 1$ of ourfdvesy but oor 
s. K'v^'v^ > .*:• s.^v.* Though his defiens aic 
'•vnSc t V jy*.v-vs.^^ ^sc knows he has nomingin 
>.tr.<<v V icv>'.t?'?oih thera; for ye muft kaniWf 
t\*.- »>v v>:-'t t'j * cvv*fVt!k\n of wcaknels is no 
,^.N".s .*V'V, rv« in: cKildren that will not lie; 
«! .^ N- vv .V4t"x«^*^» TixxieAv or diffidence, that 
S vi^ t ■* . ^ V \:* o>*-?« JibilicT. But he fees 
v>- -j^^^ :> ,\^ -%*t.v -TV, ii-^xi believes himfelf no 
•vs-c Miv :i :vr- V ^ Wh;m he looks overall 
* x N^^-.^'w^, hV' \fc>.;: V lis itid what he has in 
•> "'V. V A> -N^c'^i'x r,* depend upon^ either in 

^V v**^"^- V ;■" ^'^^ :ii?e:i for ipiricual ftrengdiy 
^'"^s- • V > V jx"'»» rr-c wirA in hi< own eyes, as 
:" -;: S' s^*iv x's ::-i: C x** ::::t Aincj for his tluougb- 
Nr- 'c, i*^-: •? ^^ C>.:-.-V* s'-t in Chriil : «• They 
i:r :Sr -vrv "c r\v: ^Sxh wonhip God in tkc 
!V.r,:. 5 V :\ v^r s-^ Ch'^.ii U;\:*. 2nd have no 
c.r.:v^ -..v 5n ^^.>^ 5t\h^'* r>i!. iii. ;. A man is 
r.o n^sVr v\-'A v: >.,- **'».•. f«;< ih^in ho his rea- 
f^rn. — "i\:- C!".::.V..;:: ».v.::;.:cr> hur.:\Il *s weik, 

^1/ Wher: h^ ^.ir? rv"vr rr.:rt r.> r-> om-a lKv:k ox 
xlhtitL C7 avVj^iircid ^biuu«.\5 ic: lostiing for CKrJt. 



THE CHRISTIAN WEAK, YET STROITG^ 22t 

Thefe things may fometimes carry a man through 
what is duty for the matter, but oftentimes they 
leave a man in the lurch, and can never help a 
man to do any good thing that God will ac- 
cept v and no wonder ; for faith Jeremiah, ch. xvii. 
5.6." Thus faith the Lord God, Curfed be the 
man that trufteth in man, and maketh^ fleih his 
arm, and whofe heart departeth from the Lord. 
For he fhall be like the heath, and fhall not fee when 
good Cometh ; but fh^U inhabit the parched places 
in the wildemefs, in a fait land not inhabited.'' 
See alfo, ifaiah, xl. 29. — 31. 

(2.) When he dares not truft to the principles 
and refblutions of his heart. Nature is mighty 
ventrous in religion, when it is fluflied with 
rigorous refolutions. The Scribe ^id unto 
Jefus, « I will follow thee whitherfoever thou 
goeft," Matth. viii^ 19, But when the tempta- 
tion or trial comes, they fall down like the walls 
of Jericho 5 the fire-edge foon wears off the fpirit 
that is not ftayed on the Jjord. 

(3.) When he dares not truft to vows and en- 
gagements. Every gracious foul will give itfelf a- 
way to the Lord, but they will not truft to thefe 
bands, but to him to whom they are bound : Ifa. 
xlv. 24. ** Surely fliall one fay. In the Lord have I 
righteoufnefs and ftrength." If men truft to their 
own vows, they will find them a forry fence, that 
will go like Samfon's withs when he heard tlie 
Philiitines were upon him. 

(4.) When he dares not truft to his own en- 
deavours ; Pfal. cxxvii. i. " Except the Lord 
build the houfe, they labour in vain dxat build it." 
A Chriftian muft oe as diligent and vigorous in 
his way of duty, as if he were to do all Jonc ; but 
if he would fee the fuccefs of thefe endeavours, he 
muft look for it from another quarterj as if he had 
" " ~ T 3 ^w«. 
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done nothing. If the faint wlU not learn tins leSin 
otherwife, God will bt him work cm, t3i be 
MTork himfelf out of breath, and fo lie down at de 
Lord*a feet, as the church did : Ifa. zzvi. 8. " We 
have been with child, we have been in pahiy «e 
have, as it were, brought forth wind^ we bzvt not 
wrought any deliverance in the earth." 

(5.) He dare not tnift to the good frame he 
fometimes finds his fpirit in. A good firanie is 
a precious ointment to refrefli the weary trareller, 
but is not a ftaff to lean upon, i Chron. zxix. 17. 
18. ; it may be quickly loft, Pfal. cvL 13. ** They 
foon forgot his works ;" it is a tender bud of hea- 
ven that is eafily nipped, as Peter at the voice of 
a maid. It is a heavenly fire that needs conthnul 
fupply, or elfe it will go out ; if the Spirit of 
God ceafe to pour in oil, that lamp will foon be 
extinguifhcd. /Pm4/' 

(6.) He dare not tuvfi to habitual grace. Paul 
had a good ftock of it, but he durft not ven- 
ture to live on it : Gal. ii. 20. << I am crucified 
with Chrift, neverthelcfs I live; yet not I, but 
Chrift liveth in me, and the life which I now live 
in the fleih, I live by the faith of the Son of God, 
who loved me, and gave himfelf for me/' Tbe 
grace within the faints is a well, the ftre^ms of 
which are often dry, but to the grace without 
them in Chrift ; they can never come wrong, for 
it is an overflowing fountain. How qmckly wouU 
the branch wither, if it were left to the lap withis 
itfelf, but the fap in the ftock keeps the branch 
green : « He that eateth me, (faith Jefus), even 
he fhall live by me," John, vi. 7. 

3. There is the weak foul turning to a ftrong 
God for ftrength, in the way of believing, 2 Chron. 
u. 12. ** O our God ! wilt thou not judge them i 

foe 
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foir we have no might ag^inft this great company 
that Cometh againil us, neither know we what to 
do ; but our eyes are towards thee." When the 
ftrong man goes into himfelf, and mufters up all 
the forces and powers of his foul, for the duty, or 
againft the temptation, the weak man, that lies 
fair for ftrengtb, goes out of himfelf to mufter up 
the forces of heaven by faith. — I may take up this 
in three things. 

(i.) The weak man that becomes ftrong, 
truly believes that God has treafured up in Chrift 
the ftrength and furniture of all the heirs of glory, 
for their work, i Cor. i. 30. << But of him are ye in 
Chrift Jefus, who of God is made unto us wifdom 
and ri^tcoufnefs, and fan£lification, and redemp- 
tion.** « And of his ftrincfs have all we received, 
and grace for grace,'* John, i. 16. Since Adam 
fell, ne never trufted any of <«the faints with their 
Cfwn (lock, but has made tKe Mediator the great 
Truftee of divine grace, that if they would be fup* 
plied, they muft go to him for it. 

(2*) Jetus Chrift, with all his falration, being of- 
fered in the way of the everlafting covenant, the 
weak foul by faith lays hold on that covenant, and 
Chrift therein, for Ian<f^iiication, as well as jufti^ 
fication. Thus the weak creature is joined to a 
ftrong God, the empty fotd is joined to him in 
whom all f ulneis dwells } fo that in this fenfe, tho* 
he have nothing, yet he pofTeflcth all things, viz. 
in Chrift hig bad > they are complete in him, Col. 
iL lo. 

(3.) lie believes the promifes of the covenant, 
and, on the credit of them, ventures on duty a^ 
gatnft fin, and takes up the crofs : 2 Chron, xiv. 
z I. << Help us. Lord our God, for we reft on thee, 
and in thy name we go ag^unft this multitude." 

Xliough 
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Though refolntionsy engagcincntt» and vows, be 
noi to be truAed, yet a man may fafeiy truil the 
prom lie ; it is the blefled contrivance of the fe- 
coud covenant, that all our duties are there wnpt 
up in prom lies ; and whenever we are called to do 
or luifirr, the covenant has a promife of ilrength 
for it, and the Chriilian, ieniibJe of his weakiids» 
trulls it. — I am, 

II. To confirrn this point.— For this purpofe, 
I ofi'cr ihcfc remarks. 

1. The: Chriltian, when he cloieth his own eyes, 
fees beil, when he trufts leaft to his own under- 
ftanding, he is bell diretied, according to the 
promife : Prov. iii. 5. 6. " Truft in the Lord with 
all thine heart, and lean not to thine underftand- 
ing ; in all thy vnys acknowledge him, and he (hail 
direct thy paths." Carnal wifdom is an ill judge 
betwixt fm and duty ; and if men renounce it not, 
and fmgly give themfelves up to the divine conduit, 
they will be ready to ftumble at noon-day : 1 Cot. 
iii. 20. " The Lord knowcth the thoughts of the 
wife, tliat they are vain." Lot lifted up his eyes, A- 
braliam clofed his, and left lus choice to his Lord, 
Gen. xiii. 9. 10. This is the reafon why godly 
fimplicity oftentimes carries men well through, 
while carnal policy leads men into the ditch \ and 
weak ihrubs ftand, while lofty cedars are bk)wn 
over, that God may (lain the pride of all glory. 

2. When he ventures on the difficulties in the 
way of duty, not knowing how to remove them, 
he gets beft through. This was the cafe with 
Abraham, when called to ofier up his fon, Gen. 
xxii.j but when hejwent down to Egypt, there was 
a difficulty in the way, which he would not leave 
to the Lord to remove, but fell on ways and means 

cf 
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>f his own, and came off fhamefully, Gen. 
ixii. ; overfafti ovcrloofe in this refpef^, i Cor. 
ii. 1 6- *« For the wifdom of this world is fool- 
ihiiefs wiJi God, for it is written. He taketh 
lie wife in their own craftinefs." A little 
faith is more valuable than much carnal forefight. 
Leave difficulties in the way of duty on the Lord, 
f ever you would get fafe through them : Pfalm 
LXJKviL 5. « Commit thy way unto the Lord, truft 
dfo in mm, and bit (hall bring it to pafs." 

3. The Chriitian foldier fights beft, when the 
violence of the enemy fets him to his knees. Paul 
aperienced this, when he befought the Lord 
iirice, and got a gracious anfwer ^ and fo he re- 
:onunends it to others, 2 Cor. xii. 8. << Praying 
ilways (fays he) with all prayer," Eph. vi. 18. h 
iras in this laft pofture that Jacob got the notable 
fiGtoTYf Gen. xxxii. 24* Hence it is faid of him^ 
EIo£ xii. 4. *^ Tea, he had power over the angel, 
ind prevailed ; he wept and made fuppllcation un* 
x> hun: he found him in Bethel, and there he fpoke 
^ith us." Did temptations and troubles &t us 
o our knees, the devil would be outfliot. Did 
lie threats of the enemies at tliis time, but caft 
>rofcfrors out of their beds of floth down to their 
Lnees, the Lord's work would quickly triumph 
>Tcr the enemies of it. 

4. Th^ lower the foul lies, it is the nearer the 
Jirone above: Ifa. Ivii. 15. « For thus faith the 
ligh and lofty One, that inhabitetli eternity, whofc 
lame is holy, I dwell in the high and holy place, 
mth him alfo that is of a contrite and humble 
'pint, to revive the fpirit of the humble, and to 
■cvivc the heart of the contrite ones." A man 
urill get a better view of the ftars from the bottom 
if a deep pit than from the top of a mountain. 
The foul is never nearer the divine communica- 
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tions, than when fhame and blufhing make him 
ftand afar ofF with the publican, fmiting on his 
bread. The foul in that cafe will get tlie kindly 
mvitation, Cotne up hither ; when the felf-conccit- 
ed prefumptuous (inner, will hear^ Go dovmfnh 
der. 

5. The duty a Chriftian is called to, and fees 
himfelf moft unable for, he performs beft. Peter, 
when he thought himfelf well buckled for a am- 
fefTion for Chrill, denied him at the voice of a 
filly maid •, but when he had better learned, the 
duty of felf-denial, he boldly Hood upon defence, 
A£ts, iv. 13. A man had better be in the daik| 
then walk in tlie light of his own fparks. A 
Chriftian never goes fo actively tlirough a duty, 
as when he leaves his own furniture for it behind 
him, tlirows it down in point of confidence, and 
takes up the promife. 

6. 1 he temptation that to a man is- moil con- 
temptible, is moft dangerous : Prov. xxviii. 14. 
«« Happy is the man that feareth always ; but he 
that hardencth his heart, (hall fall into mifchief*" 
M^Jny times the devil's wounded men do more 
execution, than his formidable army let in battle- 
array. Lot kept his ground in Sodom, when 
among a company of incarnate devils, but fell 
foully when he thought himfelf in no hazard in 
the cave. If ye would ftand, ye muft never def- 
pife the meaneft, nor think the greateft tempta- 
tion infuperable. 1 he meaneft is too hard for 
you, the ftrongeft too weak for the ftrength that 
you may have in your God. 

7. llie Chriftian that ftands before the Lord 
with trembling legs, is the mecteft to take up 
Chrift's crofs, and will hear it beft. He that dare 
fay leaft, is the man that will do moft : Ifa. xL 

3<^ 
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31. ** Even. the youths (hall faint and be 
iry, and die young men fhall utterly fall *, but 
\f that wait upon the Lord, fhall . renew . their 
ngth ; they fhall mount up with wings like 
les ; they fhall run and not be weary, . and 
J fhall walk and not faint." He that ven- 
*8 on the hour of trial, merely with a Ro- 
ti courage or natural brifknefs of fpirit, has 

a weak reed to lean to. There is none more 
ly to be a difgrace to religion, than the pre- 
ipttious felf-confident profefTor, that wants 
hing to fupport the caufc of God, in the 
e of trial, but only other profeflbrs hearts 
: his heart. The befl and furefl backing 
rifl will have, will be from thofe that tremble 
en he fhall roar like a lion, Hofea, xi. 10. fee 
> Ka. xxicv. 4. — 67_ 

\. The Lord's people thrive befl, when they 
e nothing but from hand to mouth. The 
ft enriching time they have, is when felt needs 

always driving them to God's door, and ma- 
g them hang on about his hand : Rom. v. 
|.. « Knowing that tribulation worketh patience, 
I patience experience, and experience hope." 
e Chriftian that has mofl trials, has moft 
»erience8. Many battles afford variety of 
il to the Chriilian foldier; and a trad of 
x)thnefs in a man's lot, is ordinarily a dead 
e with the Chriilian, as to trading with hea- 
i; he has not much outgiving, and has as 
le income. When David going againfl Go- 
h, got on Saul's armour and drefs, i Sam. 
i. 38. he could not go with them ; but when 
had nothing but the flaff, and the bag of flones 

of the brook, he went freely, and^fucceed-^ 

As 
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As the fire bums moft Tigoroufly in a keen 
froft, fo faith ads moft Tigorcnifly when it has 
tiothing, to animate it but the naked word of 
Mromile. But when all is- laid fo a perfon's 
nand as they would wifh, faith is fo clogged 
that it cannot readily go wiUi them. 
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WE now proceed, 
in. To give fome Tcafons of the doiSlrine, 
>r Ihew, That when the Chriftian is weak, then 
le is ftjong j weak in his own eyes, 'ftrong in 
thrift. . 

Among -other reafons w^iich might be affigned, 
ve (hall mention the following. 

I. l^ecaHfe he who is thus weak will not ent^ 
>n difficulty but when he is •called to it ; and God's 
all to his people for any piece of work implies a 
iromife of ftrength : Pfal. xci. 1 1. << For he flial4 
;ive his angels charge over thee, to keep thee in 
11 thy ways." Self-confidence is venturous, thiilks 
lothing tqo high for the man. Hence, he does 
lot ftay till he be led, but runs into temptation i, 
ID wonder than he comes foul off, like Peter in 
he devirs ground, the High-Pricft*8 ^all. But 
he firft thing the weak man docs, is to 1)€ fure of 

Vol, L XJ Ix^ 
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his call, knowing there can be no ground for con- 
fidence without It. And he will not be over foon 
fatisfied with it, but ponders the path of his feet, 
Prov. iv. 26- 

2. He is driven out of himfelf to the Lord 
Chrift, the fountain of ftrength : « Blefled is the 
man whofe ftrength is in the I..ord," fays thcPfel- 
mift, Pfal. Ixxxiv. 5. « I will go in tnc ftrcngdi 
of the Lord God/' Pfal. kxi. 16. He leaves the 
rotten ground of felf-confidence, and trufts in him 
that raifeth the dead, that calleth things diat are 
not as though they^i^ere, and out of me mouths 
of babes peffefis pnife» The power of Heaven is 
engaged m his favour ; he believes, therefore is 
not left to be afhamed. This is a fure way for 
ftrength: For, 

(i.) it lies on the hono\ir of God, to ftrengthen 
the foul that depends upon him alone, acccHrding 
to his word, and that in point of hi» veracity; 
God's word of honour is good fecurity ; alio in 
point of his goodnefs and gracious nature. Truft 
repofed in a generous man is a ftrong tie upon him 
in favour of Sic party trufting him. And I think 
there is much in that word, Jer. zxxix. 18. "For 
I will furely deliver thee, becaufe thou haft put 
thy tmft in me, faith the Lord.'' Lot would ra- 
ther that any evil that was to come fhould have 
fallen on himfelf and family, than on his guefts \ 
the reafon is in thefe words : " For therefore came 
they under my roof,|' Gen. xix. 8. Humanity 
teaches people to preferve the life of a little bir<^ 
that flies into tlieir bofom to be preferved from 
a ravenous bird. And they tliat take Ruth's way 
maybe fure of the blcfling flie got : Ruth, ii. I2« 
*< The Lord recompence thy work, and a full re- 
ward be given thee of the Lord God of Ifracl, 
under whofe wings thou art come to truft.** 
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(2.) Becaufe it fweetly anfwers to the grand de- 
vice of God touching the fan£tification ot fmners. 
For, (i.) The treaiiires of fandiifying grace are 
all laid up in Chrift, << who of God is made unto 
u% fan£lification," i Cor. i. 30. and from him all 
gracious influences are to be derived : «« Out of his 
f ulnefs we are to receive, and grace for grace," 
John, i. 16. Accordingly the (inner comes to 
him, as the famifhed Egyptians to Jofeph. (2.) 
They are to be derived from him by faith according 
to our needs ; this is the appointed mean for con- 
veyance of grace and ftrength from Chrift, GaL 
ii. 20. Accordingly the foul believeS) that is, 
trufts in him for fupply. Now, when the foul 
takes God's own way for ftrength, how can it 
mifs it ? 

(a*) Becaufe the glory of God's graee appears 
lieft in fuch a c^fe. Thus i^ was with .Paul, to 
whom God faid, f* My grace is fufficient for thee, 
€or my ftrength is made perfe£i in weaknef^." 
l/nien'Chrift cured the blind man, he anointed his 
eyes widi day. Thegrace of God wprksbeft alone; 
and therefore the Lord, to ftai^ pride, and prevent 
men from facrificing to their own net, brings them 
very low before he appears to work for them, tliat 
his work may be wonderful, Deut. xxxii. 36. 

haftiy^ Becaufe in that cafe the grand ftop of 
divine conmiunications is removed s the veiTel is 
empty, and fo the oil runs. Self-confidence is 
diametrically oppofite to the grand device of fanc- 
tificatipn revealed in the gofpel. That a man 
(hould truft himfelf, was the fundamental maxim 
of the Pagan morality, but revealed religion plainly 
overturns it : Prov. xxviii. 26. " He that trufteth 
in his own heart is a fool." It is praAically fet 
up in the hearts of all men by nature, but grace 
overturns it : Matth. xvi. 14. << If any man (faith 
U 2 ^^t>^%\ 
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JcV^ Will come after me» kt him deny him&lf' 
2nd lAe up his crofsj and^Uow me.** 

TV. I AM now to make feme pradical bnprore- 
mcnt of this fubje£l, 

1/7, in an ufe of information. 

1 • Leani, that they who were never carried off thdr 
own bottom for faiicliiication, have their religion 
\*et tu begin. It is a fundamental error in pradice^ 
JFor men to think, that though they need the rigk- 
tcouiiieis oi Chrift for juftihcation, yet they need 
but aciiviry and diligence with their natural powen 
ior liolineis. Tlrs is as abfurd, according to the 
feriptures, as to fay the cripple needs but to ply 
hi:> limbs, and fo Ihall be cured. ^It is an evidence, 
— (1.) That thou haft never got a'viewof the cor- 
ruption oi' niiture, the plague of thine own heart; 
t y pl.^guc is in thy head. — (2.) That thou haft 
n^fci iiji the need of Chrift for all his falvation, 
)\ », it. : die principal part of it, that is, fanftifi- 
catlim, which s t]*e great dcfign of the whole my- 
iicTj >r tSc jioipcl of Chrift. And,— (3.) That 
thiuKri\ 10 If h;2s ytt Chrift's room in thy heart 
TKnu -A-ttft fn^m thylelf, and confequently to thy- 
fclf, and lb ait rejected of God in all that thou doft. 

::. We arc inught, tliat they make foul work at 
coiiimunions, who, 

(i.) Bind ihemfelves to the Lord for work, but 
lay not hold on the everlafting covenant forflrengtb. 
I will not deny but the facrament is a feal of our 
engngchlcnt to the Lord ; but, according to tie 
fcripture, it is mainly a feal of God's full covenant 
to believers, as appears from the words of inftitu- 
tion ; and therefore I think the main work of a 
communion-occafion is that Chriftians receive a full 
Chrift, lay hold on a full covenant, fuited to all their 

needsi 
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needs, and be' no more faitlilefs^ but believing* 
They miftake alfo, 

(2.) Who come to that ordinance without a 
deep fenfe of their wants, weaknefs, and imper- 
fedions. They who would have anv thing at 
Chrift's door, (hould be very fenfible ot their rank 
poverty at home : Luke, i. 53. << He hath filled 
the hungry with good things *, and the rich he hath 
fent empty away." They fhould be capable to lav 
their fingers -on their fores, and tell what aileth 
them. — ^Thofe miftake alfo, 

(3.) Who are at no pains to prepare for tliat or- 
dinance, and to bring ftrength from heaven for the 
management of it : <* Without me (fays Jefus) ye 
can do nothing," John, xv. 5. j if nothing, how 
will they of tliemfelves manage fuch a great and 
folemn work i therefore they have much need of 
intercourfe with heaven by faith and prayer. — 
Thofc err, 

(4 ) Who depend upon their own preparation. 
It is hard work to prepVe the heart for a commu- 
nion ; but it is harder to be denied to it, and truft 
nothing to it when we have prepared. It is hard to 
be wrdlling with an ill heart, till it be brought to 
fome tolerable frame $ but harder to truft all to 
fcce grace. 

3. We may karn that none are fo ready to be a 
prey to the devil as the prefumptuous, felf-conQ- • 
dent finiier.' . This is a train which, when laid for 

a mail, will quickly blow him up. The poor trem- 
bling feint will keep his feet, when fuch an One's 
btnt bow will quickly break. — In a word, we may ; 
conclude 

4. That the beft way to ftand Is to be much in 
the work of undermining our felf-confidence,. ;^d . 
razing the grounds, of it,/ (hoveling away the mire-' 
in whick uM flag grows~$ - wc would th\i^ bi^ 

U 3 \ytQ>^'i^\ 
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brought into firm ground, and would grow up 
into Chrift. 1 now proceed to, 

2dlyf An ufe of comfort. This is comfortable to 
humble fouls, 

(i.) In the cafe of the church of God. This 
church is very weak at this day ; ihe is weakened 
by mifcl^iefs cftablifhed by lawsj by divifions, but, 
above all, by the provocations of her members a- 
gainft the Lord ; fhe is call into a decay of true 
tendemefs, and pra£lical godlinefs ; fhe is far gone 
on in it ; flie has matiy enemies powerful and ful>- 
tile, and there are few to ftand againft them, a 
weak company, weak heads^ hearts, and hands ; 
never fewer, perhaps, of the Nobles and gentry of 
Scotland to take her by the hand, than at this day. 
But it is very like Ihe will be weaker yet, ere fhe 
recover flrength, and many fhe trails to now will 
leave her, that her army, like Gideon's, may be 
brought to a fmall remnant, ere the tents of Midian 
fall. But the farther the arm of flefh goes from 
the church of God, the nearer is the arm of God 
drawing to her. ^There is comfort, 

(2.) In your own cafe. It is no doubt the per- 
plexing quefVicn of ferious fouls. How will I go 
cleanly through ? Religion is no eafy work at any 
time, but it is like to be harder than ordinary in. 
ojjr time*. How will we get the Lord's way kept ? 
Chrift's crofs born ? If we faint at little trials, 
what fhall we do under greater ones ? But remem- 
ber, when you are weak, then are you flrong. — I 
fhall only add, 

3^', An ufe of exhortation. I exhort yoli to 
keep up a due fenfe of your own weaknefs, and 
truft »for your thrpugh-bearing in the Lord. 

(i ) Keep up a fenJTe of the weakneijs of your 

. ^'^eads, and lean not to your own underflanding in 

'^idtfjH^ of fin and duty ^ but be much banging 

amut 
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about the Lord's hand for light to clear your mind 
as to the way in which you are to walk. 

(2.) Keep up a fenfe of the weaknefs of your 
hearts, and depend not upon your own ftrength for 
carrying you on in the way of duty when known, 
but go to the Lord for ftrength. In order to pre- 
vail with you, I mention the following Motives. 

[I.] This is neceflary, to evidence your fmce- 
rity in what you have been doing. You have 
been taking a guide, profeffing yourfelves inca- 
pable to guide yourfelves, and a fupporter, be- 
caufe you ate unable to fuppbrt yourfelves. Ho- 
nour him, follow him, and depend upon him. 

[2.] You will have need of ftrength j be fure 
you will be tried ; public trials Teepi to be abiding 
us, private trials you may lay your account with 
particularly -, Satan is'moft bufy at fiich a time. 

[3.] You will never get through in your own 
ftrength ( you have no reafon to truft to yourfelves, 
whatever the prefent frame and purpdfes of your 
hearts be. For, i^. Many fad inftances have 
been of thofe who have got the flip of their own 
hearts, that thought they had as good reafon to be 
confident as you, that they would never go back ; 
witnefs Noah, Lot, David, Solomon, and Peter. 
^tUy, Many diat pretend fair are tpal nothings. 
We have need the Lord would hold the glafs be- 
fore our eyes, that we may fee ourfelves, our 
ftatc and frame. 3 J/y, The beft have very deceit- 
ful hearts : Jer. xvii. 21. " The heart is deceitful : 
above .all things, and defperately wicked, who can 
know it ?" And it is a general maxim, « He that 
trufteth in his own heart is a fool," Prov. xxviii. 
a6. We are very much unacquainted with our- 
felves, with our own hearts, we know not what 
manner of fpirits we are of, Luke, ix. 55. The 
root of wickednefs liea witbiu ua. 
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La/Hy^ Keep up the fenfc of your weakoefs, and 
trud to the Lord alone, and you will be ftrengtk* 
encd with all night, £b that you can do all thugs 
through Chriil that ftrengtheneth you, PhiL vt, 13. 

I (hall odfer fome confiderations to ixnpieft this 
on your fpirits. 

I. You will have need of ftrength, if you in- 
tend to reach heaven. Indeed, if you have taken 
your lail fight of Immanuel'i land, and have no 
mind iot the Lord's work, but to turn your bid 
on his way, and go with the ftream, you may fit 
at your own eafe, Satan will fee to your fwift pro- 
grefs, and will not leave you till he have you caft 
into the oven of God's wrath: But otherwife yoo 
muft go againft tBe ftream, and you- muft have 
ftrength : 

(i.) Strength for the duties of^ religion, and 
thefe are as large as the law, which is the rule of 
duty, and it is exceeding broad, lliou muft now 
fct thyfelf to internal and external obedience, thy 
duty to God and man ; give the obedienee oiF' 
heart, lip, and life ; thou muft be univer&l in 
obedience, otherwife thou art. hypocritical in it, 
and fo reje£ied ; thou muft have an holy conver- 
fation ; thine eye muft ever be on the Lord, and 
his holy law ; holinefs muft go through all your 
anions, your religious a&ions^ your civil and na- 
tural a&ions. << Whether you eat or drink, or 
whatfoever you do, do all to the glory of God ;'' 
and furely for all this you need ftrength. 

(2.) Strength for temptations. You muft now 
reblve to enter the lifts with a fubtile devil, that 
has now more than five thoufand years ezperience 
in the art of tempting. How will you ftand? 
With his agents in the world, he will toght againft 
you with tongue, feet, and hands, and that too 
may be ere long \ and your naoft dangOKMis enemy 
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1$ within ; p^^ ^^^ innumerable tempters "dnthiii 
you r Jam. i. 14. •< Every man is tempted, when 
he is drawn away of his own luft, and enticed." 
There are many fnares in the world, but none fo 
dangerous as the corruption that is within each of 
our own hearts ; this will ever be ready to* break 
out, and embrace its friends when^er they come 
near. , 

(3.) Strength for the crofs. Have you engaged 
with a crucified Chrift i You muft take up your 
crofs, and bear it ; and this will require ftrength, 
(i.) To bear your every day's crofs. Go timet 
as they will, you will find every day will have the 
evil thereof. (2.) Your holiday's crofs, in the 
church's troubles : " Thou haft (fays Jeremiah) 
called, as in a folemn day,, my terrors round a*> 
bout," Lam. ii. 22. and how heavy that may bcj 
we kno^^i but if the devil's time he fliort, he will 
be fure to hava great' wrath. We have had a 
cheap religion of it for many years, and therefore 
it has got many cuftomers j but if the after reckon* 
iiig were come, which feems to be making haftcy 
it is to be feared that many of us will throw it 
down again, and fay. We never intended to have 
it at that rate.' 

2. You have no ftitngth in yourfelves anfwcr- 
able to that work ; and therefore, without doubt^ 
you will never be able of yourfelves for. the Icaft 
of it : 2 Cor. iii. 5. «« Not that we are fufficient 
of ourfelves to think any thing as of ouffelves \ but 
our fufiiciency is of God." Two things evidence 
this. 

(i.) Our ftock of ftrength was fpent ere ever 
it came to our hands. The firft Adam got it, 
£cclef« vii« 29. God hath made man upright, and 
he by falling left us without ftrength, Rom. v. 6. 
And thus the unregenerate world lies in wicked^ 
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nefs, unable to recover themfclyes, \>iit are hd4 
captive by Satan in chains of lufts^ not to Wbro* 
ken by the power of nature. 

(a.) "Fhoughi fince Adam fell, God has given 
ftrength to his people, yet fince that time God 
never truftcd any mere man with his own ftock 
of ftrength ; but he has put a common ftock of it 
into the hand of the Mediator, to be diftributed bf 
him according as the duties of his people requiiti 
and as they make application to him for Jt; and 
no man can come, faying \rith the yotmgCK bro- 
ther, Luke, XV. 12. « Give me the portion of 
goods that faHeth to me," intending to fet up and 
ftand by himfelf. But he muft come to (lay at 
home, and receive his daily provifion at bb FadKi^s 
table, and out of his hand, according to his ne- 
ceflTities. The believer, being firft by futh united 
to Chrift as the head of influences^ wherein aU 
fulnefs dwells, muft depend on him as the mem- 
bers on the head, the branches on the ftock, and 
by faith derive ftrength from hiip continually^ 
which cannot be, but under this fenfe of weakocfs 
which weprcfs upon you, John, i. 17. i Cor. i. 
30. John, vi. 57. Therefore I fay confidently, 
that, be ye faints or finners, ye have nothing m 
you to truft for the work of religion, if it be not 
Chrift in you j ^and, be your ftock alwavs what it 
will, it is a very weak one, and you muft not truft 
to It. 

•^.^^ You ftiall get enough of ftrength in 
i-nnlti if you take this way to it, living, and going 
out of yourfclves, under a fenfe of utter weaknefs, 
to the Lord Chrift, as the head of ftrengthening 
utT^r „Ifyouafk, What is that? lanfwer, 
liplf fn. r*. ^ifccrning an utter inability in it- 

^ "Wit God has treafured up fufhcient ftrength 

in 
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in the Mediator, to be communicated to thofe that 
dre his, and therefore embracing a full Chrift for all, 
as held forth in the everlafting covenant ; and then 
venturing on duties^ watching againft temptations, 
and taking up the crofs, upon the faith and credit of 
the promifes of the covenant, trufting that they fhall 
be made out to him ; which truft may be weaker 
or ftrongcr, but according to the ftrength of it, fo 
is the income of ftrength to the foul. In this way 
the weak go from ftrength to ftrength. Thus Ihall 
you be he^ffed to go through the moft difficult du- 
ties, acceptably, though not perfe£tly, to ftand a- 
gainft the ftrongeft temptations, to mortify the 
moft powerful lufts, and to bear the heavieft 
crofies. This has, made Chriftians attain to an 
eminent pitch of holinefs, and made confeflbrs 
aiid martyrs^ jdyfuUy to embrace a ptifon, banifli- 
ment, a gibbet, a fire, and the moft cruel torments 
enemies could invent. The more you are emptied 
of yourfelves, placing yout confidence in the Lord^ 
the more will you be ftrcngthened with might in 
the inner man ; and when you (hall be perfedily 
unfelfed, if we may fo exprefs ourfclvcs, fo that 
• there (hall be no more of it to marr the commu- 
nication betwixt Chrift and yOu, then you ftiall be 
perfedly holy, and fet above the reach of all evil ; 
but becaufe we are not pcrfeftly divefted of felf- 
confidence in this world, therefore we do not here 
arrive at perfedl ftrength. But all the faints, how- 
ever, will give their teftimcmy, that when ihey ane 
Hve^% thifi they arejlrong^ Amen. 
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SERMON XVL 

Mat. XX. 6. Whyjlandye here all the day idle? 



IN the begining of this chapter, Chrift fpake a 
parable concerning the kingdom of heaven, the 
fcope of which is to ihew, that thofe who, by con- 
ceit of themfelves and their a£ling« for God, da 
place themfelves among the firft and chief fa- 
vourites of heaven, fhall be rejedcd of God, and 
treated as the laft ; they ihall receive the laft of 
Heaven's favours ; while they who, through a 
feeling fenfe of unworthinefs, dare not make fuch' 
advances, fhall be brought forward from among 
the laft, where they placed themfelves, alid ad- 
vanced to the firft rank, where they (hall be placed 
of God, who gives heaven as a gift to them that do 
not plead for it as a debt. This is plain from the 
occafion and conclufion of this parable : The 

vineprd 

• Delivered, Faft day, Auguft xp. 1713, 
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jrd is the chutch; the houfeholder is Chrift, 
: vineyard it is •, hi« going out at feveral hours 
call of the gofpel at feveral times, coming 
lie fooner, to others later ; the market- 
is wherever the gofpel comes. Gur text h 
Y expoftulation with thofe that are (landing 
idle, even at the eleventh hour, within an 
3f fun-fet •, according to that, "Are there not 
e hours in the day ?" They are idle, in fo 
they are not taken up about their work for 
ty. Our text, you fee, is a clofe application ; 
ature of this day's work requires it ; and I 
you will not tni;ik we mifapply it, if we 
it to you. Every word in it has its paiti- 
weight. — ^The following inquiries are fug- 
[ from it. 

Why are ye td/e ? What reafon can ye give 

)ur being idle ? 

Why are ye idle, -mor6 than fome others ? 

. Vfhyjiand ye idle ?_ 

. Why here idle ? 

Why idle in the day? 

.Why idle ail the day? 

s (hall attend to thefe inquiries ia their order. 
Why arc ye idk ? If ye deny the charge, 
are two things atr leaft, which muft be yielded 
moft, if not all of us. 

Ye have been very bufy doing nothing; but 
etter, th^y fay^ to be idle than doing nothing. 
: is it that moft of us are bufy about, but no- 
? Prov. xxiii. 5. <^ Wilt thou fet thine eyes 
that which is not, for riches certainly make 
Telves wing^i they ifly away as an eagle te- 
i heaven 5^ ;Aat which is nothing for our 
nothing for a-blefled eternity* Ii^ecd man 

Ir« L X \^ 
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is a laborious creature; the life of the greatcft flug- 
gard is a continued fucceflion of a<^ions ; the foul 
of man is like a watch that goes as faft when it 
goes wrong, as when it goes right. But, alas ! 
laborious idlenefs and folenin trifling in tlie vanities 
of this world, is but a pitiful way of fpending a 
man's life» which is but a fhort time of trial, in 
order to an unalterable ftate. 

2. Yc have been very bufy doing worfe than 
notliing; like thefe, 2 Theff. iii.i i. « For we bear 
that there are fome which walk among you dif- 
orderly, working not at all, but are bufy bodies." 
Alas! moil of our lives are ill parted betwixt two; 
one is fpent inweaving the fpider's web, the other in 
hatching the cockatrice eggs, Ifa.lix.5.; either fpent 
in nothing, or worfe than nothing; either fitdng ftill 
or making more progrefs hell-ward ; either letting 
the feparation-wall (land as before, or building 
it higher and ftronger. But there is one thing 
that cannot be yielded, at leaft to the moft part of 
this generation ; and that is, that they are bufy in 
their great work. No ; no } idlenefs in this rs- 
fpe£t: is the epidemical difeafe of the day, under 
which both profeiTors and profane are pining a- 
•way. For your conviftion in this, confider, 

I . What elfe means the lean fouls among us? So- 
lomon tells us, Prov. xix. 15. " An idle foul (haD 
fuiFer hunger," and Prov. xiii. 4. «< The foul of 
the fluggard defircth, and hath nothing ; but die. 
foul of the diligent (hall be made fat." We mar 
take up that lamentation, Ifa. xxiv. 16. « But 1 
faid. My leannefs, my leannefs." Alap ! for the 
many rickety children of the church this diy, 
with their big heads, and lean fl^der bodies, woo 
are pufied up with their- kno^dge, but are yet 
to learn the elements of pra^cal gocUiojcls and 
experimental religion.-«..i«*Confider^ 

2. The 
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2. The little defire there is among us after 
the heavenly reft : Job tells us, chap. vii. 2. " A 
fervant earneftly defireth the fhadow, and an hire- 
ling looketh for the reward of his Mork ;" fo, if we 
were not idle, we would be more defirous of tliat 
reft that remains for the people of God. But I 
fear, if I would fpeak agreeable to their con- 
fcieuces, they would fay, that the Turks paradife 
would fit their defires better than the heavenly 
reft- It was the language of a profane Cardinal, 
I would quit my part of paradife for prefent en- 
joyment ; fo no doubt many would quit their part 
of heaven on lower terms, for they only defire 
heaven, becaufe they love not to go to hell. They 
care not for the heavenly reft, becaufe they trouble 
not themfelves with the work meet for heayen. — 
Confider, 

3. The little appetite after our fpiritual food. 
The labouring man's work makes him find his 
ftomach, and the. Chriftian hbour would make 
men prize the table covered to them in ordinances. 
The ordinances are greatly flighted this day, it is 
lamentable to think how little they are regarded. 
It is only in the Lord's hand to cure it, by filling 
folks hands wkh heart-work about their fouls cafe. 
It is this that would readily make them eager of 
help. 

JLaftlyi What elfe means the rank poverty, and 
rotten rags, which is all the portion of many fouls ? 
Rev. iii. 1 7. «« And knoweft not, that thou art 
wretched, and miferable, and poor, and blind, 
and naked." How many are there, who are the 
genuine offspring of the ferpent ! on their belly do 
they go, and luft is their meat : they feed on 
notning but the huiks of created comforts, where- 
with the devil feeds his herds -, as for communion 
X 2 V\\N\ 
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with God, and fcnfe of his love, tfacr know no 
more of them than if they hjd immortal fcuk 
for no other end than to keep their bodies from lot- 
ting. They go up and down in the rage of tkir 
profanify and lufta, like fo many ghofls in their 
grave-cloaths, bufy in nothing but dead works. 

I inquire, then, why are ye idle ? 

1 . Is it becaufe ye have nothing to do ? Trelyi 
yc have very much. 

(i.) Ye have your falvation-work upon yonr 
hand : Phil. ii. 1 2. " Work out your (ahratiaa 
Willi fear and trembling." Many have never began 
tliat work yet ; many that have fecmed to hsn 
brgun, are at a (land with it now. Ye were bon 
children of wrath, under the curfe of the firft co- 
venant; what arc ye doing to get free from the 
\^^rath to come ? There is a burden of guilt lying 
on you, what are ye doing to get it off? Dircrs 
living lufh h.anging about you, what are you 
lioing to mortify them ? Is there any time to 
be itile, while that work is not wrought out ? Sal- 
vuticn-wcrk is weighty work, for damnation^woii 
is very terrible ; ye have that to undo that yc have 
been doing. Thou haft been weaving thj life 
into one web of fin, and ye have it to open out 
-again into felf- examination, repentance, and bit- 
ter mourning. 

(2.) Ye have your generation-work to attend 
upon: A£l;s, xiii. 36. « For David, after he had 
ferved his own generation, by the will of God fell 
afleep." God made thee, and fuftains thee j fon.c 
of you he has fet in higher, others in lower fta- 
tions ; what have have ye done for God, what 
fervice to your generation ? The fun, moon, and 
ftars are ufeful in their feveral places 5 plants, yea, 
and beafts, are all ufeful. For what ufe art tliou 

in 
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: world ? for Him who fet thee there, and to 
he has fet thee among ? Aflure thyfelf, God 
all thee to anfwer that queftion. I fear moft 
have that work to begin yet. 
Do ye think ye will get fleeping to heaven, 
bat your fhort-winded wifhes for mercy will 
I you from the wrath of God ? Prov. xiii. 4. 
z foul of the iluggard defireth, and has no- 
." No ; ye muft ^* fo run that ye may ob- 
' Take the kingdom by force •, ftrive, wreftle, 
jQ are ruined ; deceive not yourfelves, as if 
3uld juft make a flip of it, out of Delilah^d 
ito Abraham^s bofom. Thou wilt find it a 
3ut of that bed of floth into a bed of fire and 
lone, where ye will lie down in eternal for- 
if you do not feafonably bound to your feet, 
)Ut hand to your great work. 
Do you think the devil is as idle about your 
as you are ? No \ though ye cannot creep > 
)f your bed of floth, the devil is going about 
roaring lion, feeking whom he may devour 5 
)re will be at no tolerable pains to fecure your 
tion, he wi}l fpare no pains to fecure your 
lation. Sleep ye, or wake ye, Satan is at 
right hand \ and if ye be not rowing againft 
tream, he will carry you down the ftream^ 
\t have you in the ocean of God's wrath, . 
e ye will never fee the ihore,. T he fc- 
inquiry is, 

► Why are ye idle, while others are gone to • 
: in the Lord's vineyard ? Why do ye fit ftill, 
e others are fleeing from the wrath to come ? 
J are ye fleeping, while others are wpeftling 
God, as for their bare life? Why are jt 
ing, eating, and drinkingi^ while others, mo- 
X 3 \t.^ 
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Tfd \s ith ficar, arc prq>aring an ark againfl: tb< 
<JiT of wrath on thcfe hnds, and on the world. 

1 . Is it brciUK' the work in the vineyard is too 
c^rrfr for your £ncr fingers ? John, vii. 48. " Hare 
knt of the rulers or the Pharilees believed on him? 
but this people i}\n knoweth not the law is ac- 
curitd.'' It is lamentable to think how rcligfcn 
is *'imoft grown out of fafliion among the fafliion- 
iblr people t«f tl.is deprneraic age ; and fhocking 
10 fee M iib vhat contempt fome look on feriouf- 
nifs about foul- matters, rcfolving that thefe filly 
lycple, as ijicy call them, fiiall for them enjoy 
their folly zionc. Certainly thefe men would ne- 
ver have tikcn their name from one crucified be- 
tween two thieves, if it had rot been the religion 
of their countr)\ But ihi fc tJiat are wife in heart 
think very difFjrentiv, and glory in the crofs of 
Chrift. 

2. Is it bcciufc ye have anotlicr thing to do ? 
^lany in our day arc of Pliaraoh's opinion indeed, 
that religion is only for them that have no odicr 
thing ado. Ye arc idle ; but for them, they have 
their families and farms, &c. to look after. But, 
m?n, haft thou not an immortal foul to look after, 
as well as others ? They faid of Herod, It is beN 
ter to be his fwine than iiis fon. I am fure, many a 
man's foul may fuy to him. Well is your beafts, in 
comparifon of me j for one thought tliat is fpcnt 
on my cafe, there is ten on theirs. 

3. Are not ye by nature under the wrath and 
curfe of God, as well as otliers ? Yes ; Eph. ii. 3. 
«* And were by nature the children of wrath, evea 
as others ;' and therefore let me fay to you as the 
penitent thief to his fellow,' Luke, xxiii. 40. " Deft 
thou not fear God, feemg thou art in the fame 

^ndernnation r" Better go to heaven with a. few, 
"^ ' all the hbout^ of the Chriftian life, than 
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to Aide away, to hell, at your own cafe, with the 
multitude ; better weep now, than weep eter- 
nally, for it will be no comfort to go to hell with 
company. 

4. Will ye be content to fee the labourers fet 
with Abraham, Ifaacj and Jacob, and yourfelves, 
with the fellow-loiterers, Ihut out ? you muft either 
fet to their work now, or you will fee your doom 
at length, digeft it<as you will. — I now inquire, 

III. Why ftand ye idle ? Have ye put on a 
whore's forehead, and refufe to be afhamed ?•' It 
would fet you better to hide your head, as afha- 
med in that ye take up room in the world to no 
good purpofe, living in a (hameful negledt of your 
Qwn fouls, and the great end of your creation, 
which was not to deep away a lifetime on the 
earth, nor to ftand like a barren tree in God's 
vineyard, drawing away the fap from others, but 
to glorify God by adiing to and for him. 

I. Why then ftand ye idfe in the fight of men ? 
Have ye a mind to tell the world, that go to God's 
vineyard who will, ye have no mind to ftir ? em- 
brace God and his fcrvice who will, ye will have 
nothing to do with him, nor it neither ? Are you 
afraid you want witnefles to ftand againft you be- 
fore the tribunal of God, to teftify how little you 
valued the working the works of God ? The 
groans of thofe that warned you to your work, 
that were grieved at your licentious lives, will wit- 
nefs againft you ; nay, the ftones and timber will 
cry out of the walls within whicii you live againft 
you, and witnefs how little God was. in all your 
thoughts, how. little ye ever wreftled with God 
about your foul's cafe,, and how the prayet, when 
fc made it, has died in your mouths. 
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1. Why ftand yc idk in the fight of the all-fee- 
ing God, who fet you dosm in this world to woA 
TOUT great work ? There are many thut feemtobe 
diligent workers, but God knows them to be mere 
idjtrb ; what ilicy work is before men, but their 
vincvard in the inclofure of their bicafts is all over- 
grown with weeds, and they are at no pains to 
pluck them up. Hare ye bid a defiance to the 
great Mailer, whofe eyes arc upon vou in fcctet, 
as weU as iu pubiic, that fees your heart, as well 
S5 your outward converfation ? Be furc, he will 
call you to account. — ^Thc inquiry, next, is, 

rV. Wht ftand ye bere idle, even in the mar- 
ket-place, where the great Mafter has been often 
calling whom he found here, and you among o> 
thers, to go and work in his vineyard ? and you 
had not been ftanding here idle, if you had been 
willing to work. 

I. Why Itaiid ye here idle, in a land of gofpcl- 
light ? Ifa. xxvi. 10. " In the land of uprightncfe 
will he deal unjuftly, and will not behold the ma- 
jefty of the Lord ?'' If you will ferve the devil and 
your lufts, why do ye not go to the dark places of 
the earth, and work your works of darknefs there ? 
but why muft they be brought forth in the face of 
the fun ? why here, in this covenanted land, a land 
under the facred bond of folemn covenant to the 
work of holinefs, and the means of holinefs ; a 
bond which neither the breaking nor burning of 
them could loofe ; and they had never met with 
that treatment, had not men been as great ene- 
mies to piety as to Prefbytery. But I dare fay, 
there is no land where men muft buy their eafc 
at a dearer rate than in Scotland. 

2. Why here, where the hovd is in a fpccial 

manner 
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manner calling you to work, fetting up his ftan- 
dard, and is about to cover a table for his labour- 
ers ? will you be idle fpeftators, while Chrift is 
to be facramcntally crucified before your eyes ? 
will you be idle here, where the Lord is in a fpe- 
cial manner calling you to fearch and try your- 
iclves? If you viU ftand here id '-if, it will be a 
new iterffj in great letters, in the^accounts of the 
defjifers of Chrift, and flighters of the power of 
godlinefs in Yarrow *. 1 may once more in- 
quire, 

V. Why ftand ve idle in the day? The day 
brings with it a call to work, though indeed it is 
the time when the wild beafts enter into their dens, 
and lie at their eafe, Pfal. cii. 22. 23. But better 
to be a beaft, than to be like a beaft ; they that 
deep, fleep in the night j but what fliall we fay of 
them that cannot be got awakened, even in the 
day? 

i. Then why aYe ye idle, when ye have a day 
to work in ? No wonder our forefathers were idle, 
when they were wrapt up in the midnight darknefs 
of Paganifm and Popery ; but though it was night 
with them, it is day with us ; the fun of the go- 
fpel is a'rifen above our horizon, it has been long 
up, and will ye be idle in the day ? God has not 
only fet up the candle of confcience within you, 
but has made the fun of tlie gofpel to arife and 
fhine without you, to call you to work, and to let 
you fee to work : Tit. ii. 11. 12. " For the giace 
of God, that bringeih falvation, hath appeared to 
all men, teaching us, that, denying ungodlinefs 
and worldly lufts, we ftiould live foberly, righ- 
teoufly, arid godly, in this prefent world." Such 
a day idled away will make a dreadful night ! 

2. Why 
♦ The phcc where this difcpvirfe WaS dd\Nt\^'^% 
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2. Why arc you idle, when you have but adaf 
to work in ? John, ix. 4. " UTie night comedi, 
when no man can work." It is to-day, if ye will 
liear his voice. The time of your life, and dw 
feafon of grace, is but a day, and that day ^ 
foon be o\ er ; there is no working in the gnwC| 
Ecclef. ix. I f. The candle bur».;t to fnuff cannot 
be lighted again, and time once gone can never be 
recalled j God will not turn night to day, to fct 
the fluggard fee to work, who turned his day to 
night. Now, when you Iiave but a day, will yon 
idle it away ? Ye will, it may be, count it rather bf 
years yet to come; but fure 1 am, the Spirit of God 
never learned you that ^-ay of accounting : James, 
iv. 14. « Whereas ye know not what fhall be on 
the morrow ; for what is your life ? it is even a 
vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then 
vanifheth away." Pfal. xxxix. 5. « Behold, thou 
hall made my days as an haiuUbrcadth, and miiic 
age is as nothing before thee." — I fhall only in- 
quire, 

VI. Why arc ye idle a/I the day F Will no Icfs 
than all the day ferve ? May not the time paft fuf- 
fice ? Is it not high time now at length to awake ? 
Is it not the eleventh hour with many of you ? 
and the youngeft here knows not but they maybe 
in the laft hour of their day. And arei ye not 
afraid your glafs run out. ere your work be done ? 
Sure it looks very like the very laft hour of this 
church and nation's day : we have had a long day, 
hut now may we fay, Jer. vi. 4. «< Woe unto us, 
for the day goeth away, for the fhadows of the 
evening are ftretched out." We are threatened 
with a dreadful eclipfe of gofpel-light, and a dark 
night, and we may well conclude as to many of 
1^ us. 
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US, that our eyes will never fee the breaking of 
the day again. 

As the praftical improvement of this fubjeft, I 
fhall only call on you to ponder ferioufly in your 
mind, the important inquiries addrefled to you j— 
to pofe your confcipnccs clofely with them as in the 
fight of God,— to profit by the inftruftive leflbns af- 
forded from them ; — and, in fhort, that you ftudy 
a being diligent in bufinefs, fervent in fpirit, al- 
Always fcrving the Lord. 



CHRIST& 



Christ's presence with gospel mini- 
sters.* 



SERMON XVII. 



^ MaTTH. xxviii. 20. And io, I am tuitb ym 
always. 

QUR Lord Jefus Chrift having, before his 
death, as a Prophet, revealed his Father's 
mmd, and taught the ioftrine of falvation, con- 
firmed the fame by many miracles ; and having in 
his death, as a Prieft, offered up himfelf a facrifice 
to atone for the fms of his people, and fo brought 
in an everlafting righteoufnefs ; appears here after 
his refurreftion, as a King, ordering the aflairs of 
his own kingdom, which is his chmcb. And, ijl% 
He afferts his power, his fupremacy, and Head* 
ihip, ver» 1 8. given unto him as Mediator, idlj^ 
He.give$ a commiffion to his apoftles, and in them 
fo theiT fucceffors in the work of the miniftry, to 
raifc up unto him a kingdom out of the kingdoms 
of the earth, to proclaim his laws among them, 

and 

* Delivered before the Synod of Merfc and Tiviot- 
dalc, April i/u. 
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> enjoin an obedience to thefe laws in his name, 
nd to take men folemnly engaged thereto, verfc* 
9. and 20. Th^n, in the words of the text, by 
romife* he fecures their encouragement, for the 
ue difcharge of their duty, in the words under 

onfideration : Andlo^ lam with you alway, In 

liefe words, confider, 

I, The parties to whom this encouragement 
iocs belong : Tou^ That is, ( i .) The apoftles, to 
srhom thefe words were immediately direfted : (2.) 
Ordinary minifters, fucceeding to' them in the 
ffdinary work of the miniftry, teaching and 
>apti(ing, as is clear from the words, in which 
thrift promifeth to be with them to the end of 
he world ; whereas the formal office of the a- 
joftlelhip was extraordinary, and foon expired. 
Their miilion was immediate ; their infpedlion 
miverfal and unconfined ; they had an infallible 
lireftive power : Jo. xvi. 13, " When he the Spirit 
)f truth is come, he will guide you into all truth :" 
They had the gift of miracles and tongues, and were 
!ye-witneflcs of Chrift : i Cor. ix. i. <* Am I not 
m apoftle } have I not feen Jefus Chrift our Lord ?" 
3o that to allow any to be their fucceflbrs in the 
fonr.al office of the apoftlefhip, as fomc Prelatifts 
would have the blfliops, is to contradift the plain 
teftimony of the fcriptures, and of our fenfes 5 but 
the authorliative difpcnfation of the word, and ad- 
miniftration of the facraments, with the appendant 
power of difcipline and government, which were 
the fubftance of the apoftolic office, are continued, 
and will be in the pafioral oiFice to the end of the 
world ; and to thefe is Chrift 's prefence promi- 
fed, not excluding fuch as receive and embrace 
Chrift's word preached by them. Confider, 

2. How, and in what cafe, they may lay claim 
to this promifed prefence ; that is, in the faithful 

Vol. I. y idhcwnce 
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adherence to, and difchargc of their work, put by 
their Mailer into their hands. This is the import 
of tlttT particle, and which knits the work and the 
exKouragemcnt together, vcr. 19. Go ye, &c. If 
ihey iluLI quit their Alafler^s work^ they forfeit 
his promifed pre fence. If thty turn fer\'ant8 of 
men, they mud look to them, aiid not to Chrift, 
for their protection and ai&llance. If they receive 
their inllruc^tior.s from another than our royal Ma- 
iler, tliey mull bid farewell to their part in the lot 
of his fcr\-ant$. Men that uke upon them to 
teach what Chrift ne\'er commanded^ bringing in 
error in doclrine, fuperftition and the ihyentions 
of men in the woiihip of God, fuch have need of 
temporal pox^-cr and force with them, feeing the 
have no ground from the word to ezpe^ CiaA 
will be with them. — Confider, 

3. The encouragement promifed : lam vnth 
\zu^ &c. It is Chrift's prefcncc thatis witli them in 
their work, and who would refufe to go a journey 
wlierc Chrill himfelf will be companion in travel? 
if the work be h;udt h*s prefence is fweet. Chrill 
lays in here a fuiBciency for the fupport of his fer- 
vants againft all the difcouragements they may meet 
with in his Mi-ork* And there are four thiugs to be 
noticed in this. 

(i.) There is but one encoutagement propofed, 
their difficulties were many. If they looked tu 
their work, it was very hard ; they were fent out 
to grapple with the powers of darknefs, Co over- 
turn the de>irs kingdom, to reform the world 
lunk in idolatry and monllruous profanity, and to 
refcuc the prey out of the mouth of the roaring 
lion. If they looked within thenifelves, they 
might fee there a mafs of eniptinefs, weaknefs, 
wants, and nothingnefs, unable of themfelves to 
I cfdl the leafl temptatiQii. If they looked abroad 

into 
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into the world, they might fee that the venturing 
out into it, oh fuch a dcfign, was a running tHem- 
fclves into a manifcft hazard*, tlie wits of the 
world wotQd treat them as a company off fools, the 
poM^ers of the world as'jj company of fedittous arid 
peftileiit fello\«rs -, the multitude of the woI'fd^voula 
cry, " Away with tlicm, it is not tfieet that they 
(hould live on the earth.** But go they muft ; and 
here is one anfwer to all thdr objeftions, . / nm 
with you ; that is fiifficient, be again ft yOu who 
will, / am with you^ to affift, proteft, and bear 
you through iil the work, arid to mate the word 
in yoiif hiouths i& et^cution *, i defign to ralfe 
up, by your means, a kingdom to myfelf, maugrc 
all the oppofitipn of men and devils. He does not 
promife to fend armies with them, but to go with 
them himfelf.— -His prefence, 

(2.) Is propofedas a prefent thing; an encou- 
ragement in hand t lam with'yoii^—rtotht end ; not 
\ will he. The expreiFion is ettiphafical. ' 

[i.] According to the prophetic ftylc, it de- 
notes the utmoff certainty his fervants fhall have 
his prefence in his work to the end of the world, 
as furely as if it were already done. . ^ 

[2.] It denotes Olirifl's prefence wltK' hi3 ap&- 
ftles, to be, by his own allowance khd apponit-- 
ment', a pledge of hrs prefence with thefe that, 
being called, follow out the work that they began 
in their day : lam with you ; and let thefe that 
follow take it as a certain pledge, I will be with 
them too, Ler the church be ever fo low, there 
was never any'glorious appearance Chrifli niade for 
her, but fee may call it Jofeph, for the Lord ftjill 
add another. 

[3.] It denotes, that Chrift's fervants, though 
they ftiould be full of eyes behind and before, yet 
their eyes are often dim, that they even mifs 
Y 2 C)Kt\^\ 
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Chrifl when he is really with them, and fo are do- 
jc£bed, becaufc they lee not tlieir awn mercy : i 
Aui with yoUf &c. — ^Ilis prefcncc, 

(3.) Is promifed to be wi(h them without ij;^ 
terruptioHy*— iz/u/jy/, all days, every day ; it fs an 
Old-Teftamcnt phrafe, denoting the continuance 
of H thing witliout interruptioQ ^ as Gen. vL 5. 
** And that every imagination of tlie thoughts of 
his heart was only evil continually.'' He will not 
leave his feryants at his work at any time ; they 
may fomctimes want the fenfe of his pre&nce, but 
he is with them always, every day, in lightfpme 
clays, alfo in diirk and gloomy day^^ v/h^ttv^ ^ 
ihcir cafe, however hard their lot may be, their 
peace may be interrupted, but not their Mafter's 
prcfence with them. AV hile they keep at his work, 
he will be upon their head.— His prefence^ 

(4.) Is promifed to be with .them without end, 
till the end of tl;c world ; not |iat he will forfakc 
them then ; no, he will then give his faitliful fer- 
vants a place in the upper houfe, ampng them that 
arc piHars in the temple of their God ; they will 
enter into the joy of their Lord. But ihe work of 
the miniftry, as it will continue.to the world's end, 
fo then it will be honourably laid by, and Chrift 
will deliver up the kingdom to the Father ; fo that 
as Jong as the work lafts, the encouragement will 
go along with it. 

4. There is in the words tlie note of attention 
prefixed, J[.o / Hereby Chrift ftirs up and direii^ 
his fervants to eye his promifed prefence as their 
encouragement : * Say not ye are Iqft alone 5 fee, 
I am with you ; look not to earth, or to an arm of 
flefh, for your fupport, but look upwards to heaven j 
}ct not unbelief Ihut y pur eyes, but while you have 
one eye on your work, fix another oi;i your Mafter, 
and theii you will go on chearfuUy. Now, you 
. . fee 
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fee that Jefus Chrift, the alone King and I lead of 
his church, as he has appointed a miniftry m his 
churchy and carved out their work for them, and 
peremptorily appointed them to fet about it, fo he 
has promifed them his prefence with them ahvays 
to the end of the world, in the faithful difcharge 
of the work he has put in their hands ; and what- 
ever be the oppoiition and difcduragement they 
may meet with in it, he wills them to eye his pro- 
mifed prefenrre as fufBcient to bear them through 
inthe work, againft all difcouragemeiits whatfoever. 
Thb is the purport of the words of the text, which - 
being thus explained^ I ihall now apply it. 

1. Has Jefus Chrift promifed his prefence 
to hb fervants in their work ? Let us, then, my 
Fathers and Brethren, cleave to our great work, 
to which, we are called of the Lord. Let us ftcd- 
faftly purfue the ends of our miniftry, the advan- 
cing of the kingdom of Obrift, and the pulling 
down the kingdom .of Satan, according to the com- 
miffion we have from cur Ijoxd and Matter, Let 
us follow our work faithfully, over the belly of all 
difcouragement or oppofition which we may meet 
with it in it.. Our day is a dark day, and like to 
be darker *, the Lord is angry with the generation, 
the plague is begun, and it is to be feared there 
will.be a miferable face on this church and land 
ere it' end.. A door, we fee, is opened j wlicreby 
errors in doflrine may^ crowd in, and fet up their ^ 
heada without controul, and fuperftitious worfliip 
and ceremonies, mere inventions of men's own « 
hearts,, may be, and are introduced, to mar the 
beauty o£ this diurch in the limplicity of gofpel-^ 
worihip, to»thedifhonourof God, to whom alone 
it-belongs toappoint what way he will be wor-r 
fiiipped) and the . difcipline ancj government. of 
his boufe are left to be trampled \xatoc it^x. k&. 
X 3 '^xol'^i^ 
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profane men, for any affiftance we can -expefl: 
now, bulk from him whofe inftitutions they are^ 
which furely calls us to lift up our eyes unto the 
heavens, from whence our help is promifed. Our 
times kre like to be enfnaring and very trying 
times to all forts. The Lord's hand is very heavy, 
by a great (icknefs and mortality ; but the face o£ 
the generation looks as if the time were coming, 
wlien men ihall think thofe happy who get to 
their grave in peace. If it fhguld be fo, we need 
not wonder at it, — Allow me to fay in favours of 
the holy providence of God, 

X. Providence (if it be fo) has not ftolen a 
march upon us ; we have had fair warning, both 
frcon the word, and particular difpenfations, where- 
by we have been brought, as it were, to the brow 
of Jtlie hill, and the Lord has brought us back, as 
with that, Hof. xi. 8. <f How fhall I give thee up, 
Ephiraim I how fhall I deliver thee, Ifracl ?" Yiet 
have vjre not returned to the Lord ; we have had 
the Lord's talents among our hands in peace now 
thefe two and twenty years ; can it be but God 
will put both miniiters and people to the trial, 
what they have made of the many preachings, 
communions, and other means of grace they have 
enjoyed. I think the light has fhonc very bf ight in 
our day ; I dare not fay our facred heat has been 
proportionable ', but ordinarily the faddeft ftrokes 
follow hard at the heels of the cleared difpenfa- 
tions. 

2. Many there are, who have the root of the 
^matter in them, who need to hav6'it awakened 
with a ftorm ; many fleeping Jonahs in our fhip, 
that are as yet fighing and going backward, much 
filthinefs and blood gathered on the daughters of 
Zion, to be pureed with the fpirit of judgement 
andjbuining. 

3. There 
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3 . There arc many who have taken up the name» 
It have nothing of the reality of religion, having 
ithered like fummer's vermin in time of the 
Lurch's peace ; it is but reafonable to cxpe£l a 
3Tm for the dilcovcry of fuch, by the lofs of 
horn tlie church may turn to lefs buik, but not be 
fs worth. 

4, The cafe of the generation cries for a ftrokc, 

I regard of the horrid contempt of Chrift and 
is gofjpel at this day. The preaching of the gofpel 
as for feveral years been a weary work, and very 
uitlefs 5 and the truth is, we have, as it were, 
sen weary of God. Atheifm and horrid profa-r 
ity abound, and are on the growing hand \ thefe 
•y for vengeance ; enemies have a cup to fill 
p, they have filled it well formerly, it is 
ke, they have more to do to prepare them for 
n overthrow. So we have reafon to lay our 
:counts with hardihips in our work, and that 
'C may have the walls to build in troublous times; 
id readily judgement begins at the houfe of God, 
id where it will. But let us faithfully follow 
ur Mailer's interefts and work, and not faint. 

And that we may be ftirred up hereunto, let us 
pnfider, 

I. Our Lord Chrift will be with us in the faith- 
111 difcharge of his work. Go ye, and loj I am 
jith you. A believing fight of this would ileel 
our foreheads in the Lord's work, with courage 
nd holy refolution, Ezek. iii. 9. << As an adamant, 
arder than flint, have I made thy forehead." Will 
Sirift be with us in the difcharge of his work? 
[Then, 

(1.) We (hall have furniture for oux vifork: 
(a. xli. 10. « Fear thou not, fpr I am with |h^ ^ 
•e -not difmayed, for I am thy God ; I wiU 
Lrcngthen thee ^ yeaj I will help thee i yea, I will 
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i», they cannot feparate us from the love of our 
Lord Jefus : Rom. viii. 38. 39. " For I am per- 
fuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
principalities, nor powers, nor things prefent, nor 
things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any 
other creature, (hall be able to feparate us from the 
love of God, which is in Chrift Jefiis our Lord.^ 
There can be no lot fo hard, but Chrift's prefence 
can fweeten, and make it defirable. 

(2.) The world will have an end, and all its fmilcs 
and frowns alfo will be at length laid by for ever. 
Why then Ihould its fmiles flatter, or its frowns 
fright us from our Lord's work and intereft ? A 
little time will carry off both the flothful and faith- 
ful fervant. But happy that fervant, whom, when 
his Lord and Maftqr cometh, (hall find fo do- 
ing. The folid fait^ of that life and' immorta- 
lity brought to light by the gofpcl, which we preach, 
would, I believe, make us very peremptory in our 
rcfolutions of diligence and faithfulnefs in our 
work, over the belly of all oppofition in the 
world. 

(3.) Our Lord's work will never lie for want of 
hands ; he will have a church and a miniilry to 
the end of the world. If we lay it by, others 
will take it up, and write death on our faces, bj 
yoking us to it even in the heat of the day. 

(4.) Our Lord and his people ihall (land the laft 
upon the earth, his enemies will drop off after 
one anotherj he will outlive them all, and (land a 
Conqueror, when they arc all routed, and made to 
quit the field, Lo, lam ivith you to the end. His 
caufe will always be vi£^orious at length, and bear 
down all before it. Who knows but the wheels 
of providence may bejn motion towards the total 
overthrow of Prelacy,, and ceremonies in Britain 

and 
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«nd Ireland ? Providence has often gone to work 
an as unlikely a way. 

. II. Has Chrift promifed to be with us in his 
own work ? O ! then let us not divide among our- 
felves, let us endeavour unity in the Lord with all 
our might, and cleave to the work of God in this 
Is^nd, as one man, againft Popery, Prelacy,- fuper- 
ftition, error, and profanity, and whatfoever is 
contrary to found godlinefs, feeing it is the work 
Uid on us by our Lord in his facred word, the book 
of our inftru£lions,and feeing the land has been en- 
gaged thereto by folemn covenants with God. If 
any thing ruin this work of the Lotd amongll us, it 
will be. our divifions. No doubt^ there will be 
means ufed by our enemies to divide us, knowing 
well, that if we once break, we are in danger of 
being broken more and more. Therefore let us pray 
^nd s£t for unity in the Lord j tho', like the builders 
of the wall of Jerufalem, we be feparated upon the 
wall, yet being upon the wall, all at our work, the 
work will go on. But that which will be our ruin, 
will be one party throwing down what the other 
builds up J which will be the cafe, if in the anger of 
the Lord we be divided. If the mountain of the. 
xniniftry fall a burning with the fire of divifion, 
all will quickly fsll into the fea \ but our unity 
will be our ftrength ; and for as contemptible as 
the miniftry of this church is at this day in the 
eyes of many, their unity will make them beau- 
tiful as Tirzah, and terrible as an army witli ban- 
ners j yea, even in our evil time, would afford us 
a glimmering proipeft that the Lord would yet 
fill his houfe with his glory, Ifa. Hi. 8. *< Thy 
watchmen (hall lift up the voice, with the voice 
together fhall they fing ; for they fliall fee eye to 
eye when the Lord fhall bring again Zion j*' Mat. 
xviii. 19. ** Again, I fay unto you, that if two o£ 
Vol. I. Z >jci>\ 



266 CIIRIST^S PRESENCE WITH 

you (hall agree upon earth, as touching any diing 
that they fhall a(k, it fhall be .d9ne for them d 
my Father which is in heaven/' ^gree, or, u 
die word is, fympathife^ found together. I take 
both thefe to be an allufion to that fweet pafl*age, 
2 Chron. v. 1 3. «< It came even to pafs, as the tnun- 
pcters and fingers were as one, to make one found 
to be heard in praifing and thanking the Lord; and 
when tRey lifted up dieir voice with the trumpets 
and cymbals, and inftruments of mufic, and prai- 
fcd the Lord, faying, For he is good, for his mercf 
cndureth for ever ; that then the houfe was filW 
with a cloud, even the houfe of the Lord 5 fo that 
the priefts couWnot ftand to minifter by rcafonof 
the cloud, for the glory of the Lord had filled the 
houfe of Gk)d.'* If, then, we have any love to 
the lx)rd, to his interefts, to his people, to ow 
own fouls, let us be one in the Lord's work. Curfcd 
will that carnal intereft be, that fhall loofe a pin in 
the tabernacle of Zion. 

III. Has Chrift promifed to be with us in His 
work ? Then let us not forget him who is with 
us, let us love Chrift, let us preach Chrift ; this 
is our great work at all times, Eph. iii. 8. " Un- 
to me, who arc lefs than the Icaft of all faints, is 
this grace given, that I fhould preach among the 
Gentiles the unfearchable liches of Chrift." Let 
us beware of legal preaching ; let that be the 
fcope of our preaching, which is the great defign 
of the gofpel, to difcover the corruption of men's 
nature, and to exalt the riches, power, and free- 
dom of grace in Chrift Jefus. We have the more 
need to take heed to this, becaufe tlie corrupting 
of the do^rine of the gofpel is like to be the 
temptation of our day. 

To conclude : As to you, tlie people, whether vc 

be 
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be in die Lord's interefts or not, ye have heard what 
ye may apply to yourfelves. I think, upon the 
virhole, if ye be wife, ye will fay Math thefe, Zech. 
Fiii. •* We will go with you, for we have heard 
that God is with you." The profane world will 
be ready to laugh at this, but both niinifters and 
people mud lay their account to be fools in the 
virorld's eyes, if they will be wife in the fight of God. 
Let none think from what I have faid, that I have 
propofed myfelf as an example, or that I have 
forgot myfelf in this matter* God knows, I look 
on myfelf as the weakefl and moft uniit, for a 
time of trial, of all the fervants of my Ix)rd. But 
let truth ftand and take place, come of the fpeaker 
what will. I dclire, with you, to fix mine eyes 
on the promife of His prefence, who hath hid, 
Lo, I am with you alway^ even uttto the end of the 
nvorhL 
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Christ's invitation to the labouring 
and jibavy laden.* 



SERMON XVIir. 



Matth. xi. 28. Come unto me, all ye that Jahuf} 
and are heavy laden, and I uill give you re/i. 



'nr^HE great and main objefl of gofpel-prcach- 
Jl^ ing and gofpel-praftice, is a coming to Chrift. 
It is tlie firft article in Chriilianity, according to 
John, V. 40. ** Ye will not come to me, that yc 
might have life/' It is the connefting chain, 
I Peter, ii. 4. " To whom coming as unto a living 
itone, ye alfo as lively (lones are built up," &c. 
And it is the bfl: exercife of the Chriftian j for 
when flnifliing his warfan!, the invitation is, Mat, 
XXV. 34. " Come, ye bleiTed of my Father, in- 
herit the kingdom prepared for you." It is vir- 
tually the all which God requireth of us : John, ' 
vi. 29. « This is the work of God, that ye believe 
on him whom he hath fent." The words of the 

text 

* This and the following difcourfes on this fubjtd, were 
*■ delivtrtd in J3iivu?l\y ^vv^^cVjwwjf^ 17 ii. 
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fcxf are a moft fpfcmn and ample invitation which 
Ghrift gives w finners. In them I (hall confider, 

h The connexion. For which look to verfes 
25. and 26. compare Luke x. 21. ** Jefus rejoiced 
in Spirit." It was a joyful time to him when he 
made this invitation. He rejoiced in the account 
of the good news, the fuccefs with whfch the 
meflage of the difciples was attended 5 and in the 
wife and fovereign difpenfation* of grace by the 
Father, which he here celebrates, as alfo upon the 
view of his own power ; where he (hows. That 
all power was- lodged in him. The keys of the 
Father's treafures of grace were in his hand^ 
yea, and whatibever is the Father's* He alfo (hews, 
That none could know the Father, but by him, 
for that is given to him only. He, as it 
were, opens the trcafure-door to finners in the 
text. — From the connexion of this verfe, as juft 
now ftatedj I would obferve, that the folemnity of 
this invitation is moft obfervable. There feems 
fomething to be about it more than ordinary. As, 
I. It was given in the day of Chrift s gladnefs. 
He was a man of forrows, all made up of for- 
rows. Sorrow, fighing, weeping, groaning^ were 
his ordinary fare. Once indeed we read of his being 
fX'Adf John, xi. 15.-, and once of his- rejoicing, 
. Luke, X. 2 1. And, sTgain, on this occafion, here that 
thread of forrow was interrupted, the fun of joy 
broke out for a little f^F©i» under the cloud. His heart 
was touched, and, as it were, leaped for joy, as 
the word fignifies ; compare Matth. v. 12. with 
Luke, vi; 23. In the Greek, «' he was exceeding joy- 
ful." At this extraordinary time and frame, he 
gives the invitation in the text. Hence infer, . 

1^, That Chrift invites finners with an enlarged 
heart. Joy enlarges it. His heart is open to you, ^ 
Z 3 bk 
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his arms are ftretched wide. You often fee hint 
with forrow and anger in his face, ai>l.this work^ 
with you that you will not come. Behold him 
fmiling and inviting you now to himfelf, fend'ug 
fcve-looks to loft fnmers, from a joyful heart with- 
in ! Infer, 

a^/y, May I fay, the Mediator's joy is not 
complete, till you come and take a (hare ? The 
fcriptures will warrant the exprellion, Ifa. liii. 1 1 ► 
** He fliall fee of the travail of his foul, and Ihall 
be fatisfied." He rejoiceth, but refteth not j but 
invites (inners to a fhare, as if all could not fatis^ 
fy while he goes childlefs, as to fome he has yet 
ail eye upon. Infer, 

^dfyy That nothing can -make Chrift forget poor 
finners, or be unconcerned for them. Sorrow 
could not do it, joy could not do it ; either of 
thcfe will drive a narrow-fpirited man fo into him- 
felf, as to forget all others. But never was his heart 
fo filled either with forrow or joy, but there was al* 
l^ays room for poor finners thercu When he was en-' 
tering the ocean of wrath, he remembered tliem, 
John xvii.; and as our forerunner, he went into the 
oci an of joyj^ Hcb. vi. 20. Like Aaron, he carried 
our names on his heart, when he went in to ap- 
pear before the Lord in heaven, Exod. xxviii. 29. 

2. The invitation was given at a time when 
there was a great breach made in the devil's king- 
dom, compare Luke x. 17. 18. Chrift was now 
beginning to fet up a new kingdom, and. he fends 
out feventy difciples, wliich was the number of the 
Sanhedrim at firft. He was to bring his people 
out of the fpiritual Egypt, compare Gen. xlvi. 27. 
The fuccefs of the difciples was a fair pledge of 
the devil's kingdom coming down, and the deli- 
very of finners. And when the news of it comes^ 
his heart rejoices, and his tongue breaks out in this 

iiivitatioa 
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invitPution to the devirs captives, to come away 
upon this glorious fignal. As he had begun to 
perform this part of the covenant, the Father had 
begun to perform his, which made his heart leap for 
joy, and fets him on to cry, that they would all come 
away, as difciples, vigoroufly to purfue the advan- 
tage which was got, Pfal. ex. 7. « He (hall drink of 
the" brook in the way, therefore fliall he lift up the 
head. Hence infer, 

I/?, That Chrift's heart is fct upon the "work of 
finners falvation. Ye fee no undue hade, but he 
would have no delays. He holds hands to the 
work, calling, Come unto me. He preferred it 
to the eating of his bread ; and what elfe is the 
meaning of all the ordinances and providences ye 
meet with ? Infer, 

idly^ That Chrift would have you to come, ta- 
king encouragement from the example of others 
that have come before you. There is a gap made 
in the devil's prifon •, fome have made their efcape 
by it already, O ! will not ye follow ? The Lord has 
fet examples for us, both of judgement and of 
mercy. In the beginnings of the Jewifli church, 
there was an example of God's fovercignty, in the 
deftru£tion of Nadab and Abihu, Lev. x. i. 2.; 
and of the Chriftian church, in the death of Ana- 
nias and Sapphira, A£ts, v.; of mercy, in the 
Jewiih church, Rahab the harlot, bcfidcs Abra- 
ham, the father of them all, an idolater, JoHi. 
xxix. 15. compare Ifa. li. 2. Then in the Chri- 
ftian church, Paul, the blafphemous ix:rfecutor, 
1 Tim. i. 16. Infer, 

3^/y, T"hat however full Chrifl'?) houfe l)e, tJicre i'* 
always room for more ; he wearies not ot wch nin- 
ing finners ; the more that come the better. Chrill ';» 
harveft is not all cut down at once, nor \m lioiHi! 
built iu a day \ if the lail itonc were laid \\\ ^U'*. 
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building, the fcafFolding of ordinances would be 
taken down, and the world be at an end. But 
none of thefe has hitherto taken place ; therefore 
yet there is room: Joel, iii. 21. "For I will 
cleanfe their blood that I have not yet cleanfed, for 
the Lord dwelleth in Zion." 

3. This invitation is given on a folemn review 
of that fulncfs, of that all which the Father hath 
lodged hi the hand of the Mediator, and that 
folely. The Father, as it were, no fooner lead* 
him into thefe treafures, but he fays, * This and 
this is for you, fmners \ litre is a treafure o£ 
mercies and bleflings for you ; pardon, liie, peacVi 
&c. all is for you. Come, therefore, unto mc^ 
the Father has delivered them into my hand, 1= 
long to deliver them over to you. Come, there- 
fore, to me, and hence I fhall draw my fulncfi 
out to ycu.* Chrift had got a kingdom from the 
Father 5 it was as yet thinly peopled, and fo he 
calls you to come to him, that ye may be happy 
in him. He has no will to enjoy thefe things 
alone, but becaufe he has them, he would ha>'e 
you to take a fliare. — I would thence draw this 

Doctrine, That as the fulnefs lodged in the Me- 
diator hath a free vent in his heart, fo it feeksto 
diffufe itfclf into the fouls of needy finners. 

Jesus Christ longs to make fmners the better 
of that all- fulnefs that is lodged in him by the Fa- 
ther. Chrifl fpeaks here to us as the true Jo- 
feph, Gen. xlv. 9. — ii. As Jofeph invited his 
brethren to come and dwell with him, fo Jefus 
cordially invites us, and promifes us a fharc of 

the fulnefs v^hich he himfclf poflefles. In il- 

luftrating the above prop^ion, I {hall only, 

L AiEgn 
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I. Aflign fome reafons. 

II. Make fome pra6tical improvement. 

I. I AM to give fome reafons of this doftrine, 
)r fhew, why Chrift is fo tind and hberal to fin- 
lers. — He is fo, 

1 . Becaufe the Father hath given him for that 
;nd : Ifa. Iv. 4. « Behold, I have given him for 
I Witnefs unto the people, a Leader and Com- 
nander unto the people.'' ITie Father had 
:houghts of love to man ; his love defigncd to dif- 
libute a treafure of mercy, pardon, and grace, 
x> loft finners \ but juftice would not allow his 
{ivihg them immediately out of his own hand ^ 
hercfore he gives them to the Mediator to diftri- 
)Htc. An abfolute God being a confuming fire, 
guilty creatures, as ftubble, could not endure his 
leat, but they would have been burnt up by it 5 
herefor^ he fcts his own Son, in man's nature, as 
t cryftal-wall betwixt him and thtm ; . he gives 
lim the Spirit without meafure, not only a fulncfs 
»f fufEciency, but abundance of bkffings, is laid 
ip in him ; for it hath pleafed the Father, that in 
iim fhould all fulnefs dwell. — He is fo, 

2. Becaufe he received a fulnefs of treafure for 
hat very end : John, xvii. 1 9. " For their fakes I 
anftify myfclf, that they alfo might be fanclified 
hrough the truth." The fir ft Adam got mankind's 
lock 5 he foon loft all. Chrift takes the eled's 
lock in his hand for their fecurity, ai:d fo he is 
riven for a covenant of the people ; he takes the 
mrden upon him for tliem, and takes the admi- 
liftration of the fecond covenant, that it might, 
vith them, be a better covenant than the firft.— 
ie is fo, 

3. Becaufe he bought thefe treafures at the price 
rf his blood for their behoof : Phil. ii. 8. 9. " He 
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humbled himfelf, and became obedient unto death, 
even the death of the crofs. Wherefore God alfohatb 
highly exalted him, and given him a name, which is 
above every name." The Son of God, who is Lord 
of all, needed no exaltation ia the court of heaven, 
being equal with his Father ; but his defign was, 
to exalt man's nature, to make thefe that were the 
children of the devil — friends to heaven, and pre- 
pare for them room th~ere : *< I go (faid he) to 
prepare a place for you," John, xiv^ 2. No woi> 
der, then, that he fhould long to fee the purchafe 
of his blood, the fruit of the travail ef his foul, 
come to him. — He is kind and liberal, 

4. Becaufe of his love to them. Where tnic 
love is, there is an aptnefs to communicate ; the 
lover cannot fee the beloved want what he baa^ 
God's love is giving love : ** He fo loved the 
world, that he gaVe his only-begptten Son,'* John, 
iii. 16. Chrift's love is alfo fuch 5 he loves in- 
deed : " He loved us, and gave himfelf for us/* 
Gal. ii. 20w For the improvement of this doc- 
trine, I only add an ufe of exhortation. 

Come to Chrift, then, O finncrs, upon this his 
invitation, and (it not his blefled call. — ^To enforce 
this, I urge thefe Motives. 

1. There is a fiilnefs in him, all power is given 
him 5 want what you will, he has a power to glNt 
it to you ; the Son of man had power, even oa 
earth, to forgive fins. Grace without you, or gncc 
within you, he is tlie difpenfer of all : John, i. 16. 
" And of his fulnefs have all we received, and 
grace for grace." He is the great Secretary of 
heaven jL the? keys hang at his girdle \ he (huts, and 
none can open 5 he opens, and none can {hut.— 
Confider, 

2. You are welcome to it. He has it not to 

keep 
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keep up, but to give out, and to whom but tor 
needy fitiners ? Even the word of you arc welcome, 
£f you will take it out of his own hand : " If any 
man third, (fays he), let him come to me, and 
drink," John, vii. 37. 

3. Would you do Chrift a pleafure ? then come 
to him, Ifa. liii. 11." He (hall fee of the travail 
of his foul, and fhall be fatisfied." Would you 
content and eafe his heart ? then come. It is a 
great eafe to full breads to be fucked. The breads 
of his confolations are full, hear how preflingly he 
calls you to fuck ! " Eat, O friends ! drink, yea, 
drink abundantly, O beloved !" 

Laftly^ Would you fall in with the dcfigns of 
the Father's and the Son's love, in the mydery of 
lialvation ? then come to him. Why is a fountain 
opened, but that ye may run to it, and waf|^? 
Seal not, (hut not that to yourfelves, which God 
and Chrid have opened. 

II. The fecond thing to be confidered in the words 
is, the perfons invited. Thefe are they that labMr^ 
and are heavy-laden. The word labour fignifies not 
every labouring, but a labouring to wearinefs, and 
fo fome read it nveary. Heavy-laden are they that 
have a heavy burden on their back, which they arc 
not able to bear. 

Who are nleant by thefe ? I cannot agree with 
thofe that redrain thefe expreffions to thofe that 
are fenfiblc of their fins and mifery, without Chrid, 
and are longing to be rid of the fame ; but I think 
it includes all that are out of Chrid, fenfible or in- 
fefifible; that is, thefe that have not had, and 
thefe that have had, a law-work upon their con- 
fciences. And, to fix this interpretation, confider, 
I. The words agree to all that are out of Chrid, 
-and none have any right to redrain them. None 
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irore pvopcHy labour, in the fenfe of the tcit, 
than thofe that are out of Chrtft, feeking their fa- 
tiifacTion in the creatures: Ecclef. i. 8. ^^ All 
things are full of labour, man cannot utter it : the 
eye is not fatlsfied with feeing, nor the ear filled 
with hearing." And who have fuch a burden of 
fin and wradi upon tlieir back as they have ? The 
word properly ftgnifies a fhtp's lading, which, 
though in 1 enable of it, may yet fink under the 
weight. — Gonfider, 

2. <* The whole world lieth in wickedncfs," i 
John, V. 19. as men in a deep mire, ftill finking. 
Chriil came to deliver men out of that cafe ; ha- 
ving taken upon him our nature, Heb. li. 16. be 
caught hold (Greek) as one doth of a drowning ' 
man, even as he did of Peter when finking. Mat. 
xij. 31. And what are the invitations of the go- 
fpel, but Chrift putting out his hands to finking 
fouls, finking with their own weight. Confider, 
3. That the words, in other fcriptures, are. without 
controverfy applied to the mod infenfible finners. 
See what labour and wearinefs ! Hab. ii, 13, " Be- 
hoM, is it not of the Lord of hods, that the people 
fhaW labour in the very fire, and the people fliall 
weary themfclves for very vanity ?" In the moft 
foVrpn invitation to Chrift in all the Old Tefta- 
ment, the word labourwg is fo ufed : Ifa. Iv. 2. 
«< Wherefore do you fpend money for that which 
is not bread, and your labour for that which fatis- 
fieth not ?" Luke, xi. 46. ** Ye lade men with 
burdens grievous to be bom." Lade is the fame 
Greek word ufed in the text. Ifa. i. 4. " Ah ! 
finful nation, a ptople laden with iniquity." Were 
they fenfjble ? far from it ; for, ver. 3. « Ifrael 
doth not know, my people doth not confider.** 
And, 2 Tim. iii. 6. it is faid, " Silly women, 
laden with fins, led away with divers lufts." 

4. Coiifuier 
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4. Confider the parallel text : Ifa. Iv. i. «* Ho, 
every one that thirfteth ;" where by the thirfty is 
not fo much uiiderftood thofe that are thirfting 
after Chrift, as thofe that are thirfting after hap- 
pinefs and fatisfaftion, feeking to fquceze it out 
of the creature ; for the thirfty invited are the 
fame that are fpending their labour for that which 
fetisfieth not. But thefe that are thirfting after 
Chrift are not fuch. 

5. If the words be a reftriftion of the call to 
fenfible (inners, then the moft part of fmners are 
excluded. If they are not included, fure they are 
excluded ; and if the words are reftriftive, fure 
they are not included ; and then, fo far from 
being the truth of the text, that it is no gofpcl- 
truth at all ; for all, without exception, that^hear 
the gofpel, are called to come to Chrift : Rev. iii. 
20. " Behold, I ftand at the door, and knock ; if 
any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will 
come in to him, and will fup with him, and he 
with me," And if any one be not called, they have 
no warrant to come ; and if fo, unbelief is not their 
fin, a& in the cafe of the Pagans 5 — which is abfurd. 

JLaJlly^ This is a moft folemn invitation to come 
to Chrift ; and if 1 fay the moft folemn, there is 
fome ground for it by what is faid before. And 
fhall that be judged reftrained, that fo exprefsly 
and folemnly comes from that fulncfs of power 
lodged in Chrift, more than that juft quoted t Rev. 
iii. 20. where there is no fliadow of reftridtion. 
Befides, this reftri£tion may well be a fnare to aii 
exercifed foul, which ordinarily, by a legal difpo- 
fition in all, will not allow that they may come to 
Chrift, becaufe fin is not heavy enough to them. 
But although fmners will never come to Chrift 
till they fee their need of him, yet this I will ever 
preach, that all, under pain of damnation, are ob- 

VoL. 1. A a ^ \\^^^ 
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ligcd to come to him, and that they ihall be wel- 
come on tlieir coming, be their cafe what it will ; 
that fuch as are willing to come ought not to ftop 
on a defect of their fenfiblenefs, -but come to him, 
that they may get a true fenfe of fin unto repent- 
ance ; for he is " exalted a Prince and a Saviour, 
to give repentance unto Ifrael, and remiflion of 
fins,** Afls, V. 31. He is to give, not to ftand 
and w-ait, till *< folly bring repentance with it."— 

III. Consider in the words, to wliat the labour- 
ing and heavy-laden arc invited. They are invi- 
ted to come to Jefus ; that is, to believe on bim, 
to take him as he offers himfelf in the gofpel. 

IV, Observe the encouragement aflbrded to in- 
fluence a compliance with this invitation. Reft is 
prom i fed to them here and hereafter : / will gke 
you r^'?.— We may afterwards open up thefe things 
more largely, in handling the following doflrii^ 
propofitions, which we draw from the M^ords dius 
explained, viz. 

DocT. I. That fmners, while out of Chrift, are 
engaged in a wearifome labour. 

DocT. II. That all who are out of , Chrift arc 
under a heavy load or burden, which by aD 
their labours they cannot fhake off. 

DoCT. III. Whatever (inful and vain labours fin- 
ners are engaged in, whatever be the loads which 
are lying on them, they are welcome to Chrift 5 
nay, he calls, invites, and commands them to 
come unto him. 

I SHALL confider thefe in order. — I begin wii 
DocT. L Thatfinners, while out of Chrift, art 

engaged 
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engaged in a wearifome labour. Were you cou- 
dcniiied, till you forfook your iufts, to row iu the 
galleys^ chained to the oars, to dig ia mines, never 
to fee th'e light of the fun, it were not to be com- 
pared to this wearifome labour, while out of Chrift. 
If (inners feel it not, it is becaufe they are not at 
all themfelves. It is a truth, though a fad one, 
Ifa. Iv. 2. tiiat they " labour for that whicii fatis- 
ficth not ;" in the Hebrew, they " labour to wea- 
rinefs.'\ Ecclef. x. 15. " The labour of the foolilh • 
wearieth every one of them 5 becaufe he knowetli / 
not how to go to the city." 

In difcourfihg this point, vrt may inquire, 

I. What it is tliat fianers out of Chriil are la- 
bouring for. 

II. How It is, that men out of Ghrfft labour for 
happinefs and fatisfa£lion. 

III. What fort of labour it is that tliey have in 
tbefe things. 

IV. Why finners labour in thefe things for fa«-^ 
tisfaction, and do not come to Chrilh 

V. Make fbme praclical improvement. 

liET'us inquire, 7 

I. What it is that finnexs out of Clirifl: are la- 
bouring for. No man engageth in a labour, but 
for fome end he propofeth to himfelf; Though 
the djvil isovcrfmanof thefo labourers, ytthe doe3 
iiyt ni-ke them go like clocks, without a defigii. 
Eveiy one that labours propofes fome profit to him- 
felf by his wqrk, and fo do thefe ; there is always 
fomcthing, either really or feemhigly good, that 
men feek in all their labours. So, in a word, it 
is happinefs and fatisfaQion that they are labouring 
for, as well as the godly. For, cunfider, 

I. The defire of happinefs and fatisfaftion is 
natural to mail ; ail. men wilh to tee 'Jl^ol* \x. 'v^ 
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)Kn the i^cfire of good that may fatisfy, that mate 
i1k' difrlrcnct: between the godly and the wicked, 
liut the il;irvie;.t ways ihcy take : Pfal. iv. 6. 7. 
«• 1 here Ix: n:any that fay, Who will fhew us any 
pood r Lord, lilt thou up the light of thy counte- 
nance upon us. 'fliou haft put gladnefs in my 
liO-it, more than in the time tliat their corn and 
liuir wine increafed." In whatever cafe a man is 
( n e:.rth, in heaven or hell this is dill his dcGre; 
;.nd he muft ccjfe to be a man, ere he can ceile 
10 Oik-Cac to be a happy man. When that dtfire, 
i.Ainloncd Eockf. xii. 5. Ihall fail, this dcfire is 
iliil f re ill and green ; and it is good in itfclf. 
Our I.oid fiippcfeth this in tlie text, and tjierefoic 
he proniifcs to tlicni what they arc fceking, rdj 
ii' tl'iey wi-l come to him. . 

z. 'iiii.-* dclire is the chief of all; all other 
t-iin^? arc tlcliucl for it. All men's defnes, hw^ 
iwr diiilfcnc, meet here, as all the rivers mectin 
ilw it a, ilioiJj^h rhcir courics may be quite contrary. 
TiKTcforc tlhj. ij vvii.it tJiey labour for. 'i bedevil 
l.as io/aIc l..boL:itrs at his coarfe work, olhcis Jt 
li.j more fine, but tlicy ail meet in their end. 

3. IX feels -..ud wants arc inter>\'oven with the 
very nature of ih^ creature ; and the rational crca- 
:urc iiiicis u^.it it canriot be, nor is fcif-fi'.itoui. 
liencc it lleks its happinefs without iifjil, and 
niull do it, to fatisfy tlieic natural defirts. 

Lfi/ilyy Seeing, then, man's h4ppineis is without 
Iiimfcif, it nuili bj biouglit in, which cannot be 
done without labour. It is proper to God tb be 
lijppy in hiiiilclf i but every creature mult ntds 
^o out of itfelf to find its happinefs ; fo thataclioa 
is the true way to it, that is, reft cannot be found 
but ill the way of action and labour, and bccaufc 
they are not in tliv ri-ht way^ it is wcarifowit li- 
Lk/ur, 
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Let us inquire, 

II. How it is that men out of Chrifl labour for 
liappinefs and fatisfa£):iQB. Here it is impoffible 
for us to reckon up particulars, and that in re- 
gard, 

f • Of the difierent difpofitions of men, and the 
various, ,a8 well as contrary opinions, concerning 
Mrhat may make a man happy. Varro fays, there 
ivere two hundred and eighty opinions touching 
the chief good in his time. It is true, Chridianity, 
in the profefiion of it, hath fixed this point in prin- 
ciple ; but nothing lefs than overcoming grace can 
&x it in point of pra£lice. The whole body of 
Chriftlefs finners are like the Sodomites at Lot's 
ioor ; all were for the door, but one grafps one 
part of the wall for it, another another part, not 
jne of them found it. The world is, as the air 
in a fummer-day, full of infefts ; and natural men, 
like a company of children, one running to catch 
>ne, anotlier another, while none of them is worth 
the pains. One runs to the bowels of the earth, 

another to the ale-houfe, &c. It is impoffible 

to determine here, 

2. In regard of men's ftill altering their opinions * 
about it, as tliey meet with new difappointments. 
Like a' man in a mift, feeking a houfe in a wilder- 
nefs, when every bulh, tree, &c. deceives, till, 
by coming near, he is undeceived. < O ! (thinks 
the man), if I had fuch a thing, I would be well.' 
Then he falls to labour for it ; may be he never 
gets it, but he ever purfucs it. If he gets it, he 
finds it will not do, for as big as it was afar off, 
yet it will not fill his hand when he grips it : but 
it muft be filled, or no reft, hence new labour to 
bring forth juft a nevu'difappointment : Ifa. xxvi. 
i8» " We have been with child, we have been in 
A a 3 pain, 
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p»iii, wi- !uvc: AA it were broughr irrii '▼oiil'— 
It K (l.tlii ulr aUVj, 

?. lif' r.jf'! fhey cm not tell dienii"Ii:r^ thz 
til y 'A »;l 1 Sj ^c. Their iVirvir-.-j: tciuis -iTS ik^ iir 
li'.ji./iv ini.iiir, that >f apes, Wiicps, -rriLa. iHiI .'iiii^ 
f'V'.'iy thiM^j th.it corn'wi near its mcutii. -aur i-iUiL:: 
I'll wiut i( wduld havc, but id ttiii reddci lil iii. 
Miiirlui I't it to the breall. It is riu^irLeriir: 
^i.ur th.it liiX's tliat to the fouL T!ie r'-nrrr 
will,! |.)i hflt-iunffy coiiics iromaroct di;ir i:r*-:DLi 
to iMii U'» .Is il" taith were nothin t bur a Liv-i::^ ^f -'^ 
liMtl on thr Im-.tll , of Chrrll, in ^rhom dw^riiediL; 
•hv' lulnvl, ol' thr (iotlhcad. fhefcTipruTiLicL^i-illr. 
iMit .iJ thi* mother i!»;it bare them i hence his rortrie 
iiir \' iIUil, Il't, liii 1 1. « The fruit of the mvi:^:: 
his io'il.*' Ill' .ilfo i-i their nourither ; \rxzix ^ 
i.iys, li.i. i. :. <« I h.ivc nourifhed and brougtc up 
ihdthi-n.*' 'I'hi* hic.iils of the church, ItJ- iiri. 
II. .It \vliii-!i tlu y arc to fuck and be facisded, jre 
lu) ntln I (!itn ^'Inilk. liut, in the general, to fee 
lu»in \vIk.k\- it is iJiat men out of Chrilt go about 
to iipuwv- out tholr hijppincfb, fee Pfal. iv. 6. ;• 
4|Ui»tcd alH»vv'. I'loni wliich obferve two things. 

(i.) That It is not CmkI, for thefc two are fct 
in (>p|>oiltioii ; t;o to us many doors as thev will) 
thvy iK'Vv-r j;o to the riglit dix)r; hence it follows, 
tiiat it is l-u* I Vv tnrts out of which they labour to 
draw thvir luisfacUou: " Havmg forfaken the 
h»untain t»f Uvini; waters, they hew out to thcm- 
li-lvvs iilK'in>) broken kiitcvns, that can hold no 
water " 

(2.) That it is ijood they are.feeking out of 
them \ and indeed men can ftek nothing but under 
that notion, thoug^li for the molt part they call 
evil giHid, and px^^X evil. Ail good is either pro- 
ii table, pleafuaMhle, or honeft ; thefe, then, airr 
all tlut they arc feckingj not from Cod, but froci 

thuafdrc) 
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themfelves, or other creatures. The two former 
have refpe£t to the cravings of 'men's dcfires, the 
latter to the dravings of the law. And feeing it is 
not in God that diey feek their hapjTinefs and f itis- 
facfcion, I infer hence, That all out of Chriit aie 
labouring for their happinefs and fatisfad^ion in one 
or both of thefe ways, either from their lufts, or 
from the law ; and this I take to be the very la- 
bour intended in the text. For which confidcr 
thefe three things.' 

\Jiy 1 hat all natural men have two principles in 
tliem, (i.) Corruption-, (2.) Confcience. Both 
crave of them : Rom. ii. 15. « Which fhew the 
work of the law, written in their heart, their con- 
fcience ahb bearing witnefs, and their thoughts the 
mean while accufing, or elfe excufing one another." 
Hence, becaufe they do not mortify the lufts, they 
fnuit be fed, or no reft 5 and therefore they labour 
for their lufls to'fatisfy them. i hen, becaufe 
tliey fly not to Chrill for the fatisfaiiion of their 
confcience, they go to the law. 

idly^ The bulk of natural men in the world 
have ftill been of two forts; (i.) The profane 
party \ (2.) The formal party. Thefe have ilili 
been among Jews, Pagans, and Chrrftians ; the 
former labouring moft in lulls, the latter in the 
law. 

3///jy», Adam left lis with two yokes on our necks, 
(I.) Of lufts 5 (2.) Of the law. The laft was of 
God's putting, but he gaveftrength with it to bear 
it J Adam took away the ftrength, but left the 
yoke, and put on a yoke of lufts befide 5. and in 
oppofition to both thefe, Chrift bids us come and 
take on his *• yoke, wHich is eafy, and his burden, 
which is light,'' Matth. xi. 29. 

As to the labour they hsjjp in their lufts, they call 
them, and they run afterfhcm. TUefe\nfcii«\*j.c^^'^ 
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in the heart drive the fwine of this world into the 
fea of perdition; nay, turn the foul itfelf into 
a very iea, that cannot reft : ICau Ivii. 20. << The 
wicked are like the troubled fea, when it cannot 
reft, whole waters caft up mire and dirt," They 
laliour like madmen for fatisfadkion to them, and 
no calm, no reft, till the foul come to Chriit 

I. They labour hard in the iufts of profit: 
I John, ii. 16. ^< For all that is in tlie world, the 
luft of tlie flefti, the luft of the eyes, and ik. 
pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the 
world ." The profits of the world are the citterns 
they fquecze for fatisfadion ; they bewitch die 
hearts of thoni th^t have thein, and of them that 
want them ; they fly after them with that pains 
and labour the ravenous bird doth after its prey : 
Prov. xxiii. 5. « Wilt thou fet thine eyes upon 
tliat which is not ? for riches take to themfelves 
wings, they fly away, as an eagle towards heaven." 
The rtrcngth oif men's defires, and the cream of 
their atl'cdions, are fpent on them •, their happi- 
nefs depends upon its fmiles, their mifcry upon 
its frowns j if gone, their god is gone. Hence is 
tlwt verified, Hab. ii. 13. « 'Ihey labour in the 
very fire, and weary themfelves for very vanity," 
like a poor fool running to catch a fliadow. TIK7 
have hard labour in lawful profits, how to get 
them, and how to keep them, but hardeft of all, how 
to fquecze fatisfadion out of them ; there they 
labour in the very fire ; they labour alfo in unlaw- 
ful profits. The foul is an empty thing ; Iufts are 
ill to guide ; confcience muft make a ftretch now 
and then, for the fatisfaftion of Iufts ; and the 
man will leap over the hedge, though the ferpent 
will bite him : i Tim. vi. 9. 10. " But they that 
will be rich fall into temptation and a fnare, and 
into many foolifli and hurtful Iufts, which drown 

meo 
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men in deftruftion and perdition. For the love 
of money is the root of al* evil." Hence the car- 
nal man, I may fay, never gets up hb back, but 
on his belly doth he go, and labours, as if he were 
a flave condemned to the mines, to dig in the 
bowels of the earth j like the bliiid moles, his con- 
flant labour is in the earth, and he never opens 
his eyes till he is dying. He has hfs lade of thick 
clay upon his back, Hab. ii. 6. as the fruit of his 
labouring in the fire. There is thus a labouring and 
htavy-ladtn party. Others take the world in their 
liand as a ftaff, nay, tread on it as the dirt, and 
they get it as a burden on their back, while guilt, 
many times contrafted in the getting of it, whe- 
ther by oppreffion, cheatery, or negkfting of the 
foul for it, is like a fore back under the load, that 
hiakes them ready in defpair to throw it away, but 
they know not how to lubiift withbut it. 

i. 1 hey labour in lufts of pitafure 5 they go 
about a^ the bee, extrafting the fweet out of tie 
creatures for their own fatisfadion ; this and the 
former ufualiy go together. Profits and pleafures 
2|re the world s two great baits, at which ail na- 
tural men are conftantly leaping, till they are 
caught by the hook, and flung out into the fire of 
v.Tath : Prov. ix. 17. 18. »« Stolen waters are 
fwctt, and bread eaten in fecrct is plcafant. But 
he knoweth not that the dead are there, and that 
her guefts are in the depths of hell."' Pleafure is 
a necelfary ingredient in happinelb, and man can- 
not but feck it; hence God propofeth it to men 
in himfelf, who is the fountain of all fweetnefs : 
Pfal. xvi. II. « Thou wilt fhew me the path of 
life, in thy prefence there is fulnefs of joy, at thy 
right-hand there are pleafures for evermore." 
But blind man makes the creature-fwectnefs his 
idol, and puts it ia tlie room of God ; for " they 
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are lovers of pleafures, (in this fenfe), more than 
lovers of God," 2 Tim. iii. 4. It is no fault to 
feek our profit ; for, Heb. xi. 26. " We are to have 
refpeft unto the rccompence of the reward." Nor 
to feek what may be fweet to the foul ; for we ma'y 
wifli bur fouls to be " fatisfied with marrow arid 
fatnefs," Pfal. Ixiii. 5. But the natural man's 
mifery and fin both is, he forfakes God, and faftens 
on the breafts of the creatures for thefe things. 

Now, there are two breafts' of die creatures at 
which men may be fucking. 

( I .) The breaft of lawful comforts. Natural men 
fall on thefe, inftead of the breafts of Go J's confo- 
lations, and labour, though in vain, to fqueeze 
bappinefs andfatisfaflion out df them, and that 
with the greatest eageruefs.. ^fhey a^a lawful in. 
themfelves, but they often prefs fo hard, that they 
draw out blood* inftead of milk from them j and 
are like men working at a flinty rock, to bring out 
•water, inftead of which they get fire flaihing in 
their face, as in that cafe. Judges, ix. 15. when 
«^ fire came 6'ut of the bramble to devour die ce- 
dars of I^ebanon." — There is, 
• (2.) The breaft of unlawful comforts, Prov. ix. 
17. " Stolen waters are fwcet." Many feek their 
fatisfaftion in thofe things which they ought not 
fo much as (o defire, and fill themfelves with what 
God forbids them fo much as to tafte. O ! the 
^miiery of Chriftlefs finners, to whom both lawful 
and unlawful comforts are effectual fnares for 
ruin. Like mad beafts, if they abide within the 
hedge, they tear up all to the red earth, which doth 
not yet fatisfy. But they moft ufually break over 
all hedges ; and they do fo, becaufe the creature 
can ^ never fully anfwer the craving defires and. 
hungry appet;ite, and yet, after all, they will not 
cogie to Chriftj that tliey may have reft. 

TJiofe 
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Tliefe breads of the; creatures have many fprings, 
divers lulls and pleafures, Titus, iii. 3. and thefe 
are ferved 5 men muft labour in them as a fervant 
at his matter's work. I (hall reduce them to thefe 
two heads, mentioned Eph. ii. 3. the defires of 
the.flelh and of the mind. , 

ly?. They labour for fatisfadtion and happinefs 
in the' pleafures of -the flelh. And, — i. In fen- 
fuality. This was the door man firft went to, af- 
ter he had left God. And fince the world was 
turned up fide down by that means, the foul ha« 
lain downmoft, and tlie flefli uppermoft, fo that 
they are all fenfual, as Jude fays, ver. 19. that 
have not the Spirit ; and the foul is made drudge 
of the body. The belly is a god, and the pleafures 
-of the flefli are fqueezed, for fatisfa6lion j all the 
fcnfes are fet a-working for it,, and yet can never 
do enough : Ecclef. vi. 7. " AH the labour of man 
is for his mouth, and yet the appetite is not filled." 
Many arts and trades are found out to bring this 
to peirfeGion, though all in vain, and there is no 
end of thefe things, which are of no ufe but to 
pleafe the flefli, which, like the grave, never fays 
It has enough. — 2. Eafe, floth, and quiet, which is 
a negative kind of fenfuality : Luke, xii. 19. " The 
rich man faid. Thou haft goods laid up for many 
jrears, foul, take thine eafe." All to pleafe the 
flefli. This cofts hard labour many times to the 
foul, many a throw confcience gets for the fake 
of this idol, what by negledl of duties, what by 
going over the belly of light to fliun what is grie- 
ving to the flefli, as if men's happinefs confift^^d in 
the quiet enjoyment of themfelves. — They labour 
for fatisfaclion, 

2^_y,Inthe defurcsof the mind^and pleafures there- 
of. Thefe, if they terminated on right objefts, and 
were fought in a right manner, itwould be well, for 
our true happinefs confifts in the fouls civyi>^vft£T^ 
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of G:y.\ ; but in the natural man all is in confufion. 
An.!, — I. ThtK is much labour ia feeking happi- 
ne^^ in the pleafurcs of the judgement. This is 
the inzre of thinking gracekfs men ; this was a^ 
monix the firll doors men went to when they turn- 
ed from Goii : Gen. iii. 5. " Ye Ihall be as gods, 
knowing gcxxl and e^il." And there is hard labour 
^-ithcoit a figure, for the punifliment of that: 
Eccltf. i. 13. ** And I gave my hea • to feek and 
fcarch out bv wifdom concerning all things that 
are done under heaven ; this ibre travail God 
hath givtm to the fons of men to be exercifed 
therewith''. And what comes it to at length ? to 
no reil ; for, ver. 18. "In much wifdom there 
is much grief; and he that increafeth know- 
ledge, increafeth forrow." Here is fulfilled, 
Ecclef. X. 15. " Tlie labour of the foolifh wca- 
rieth e\cry one of them, becaufe he knoweth not 
how to go to the city." Whereas, would they go 
to Chrilt, they would be in a fair way to get what 
they are fccking ; for, John xvii. 3. " This is life 
eternal, tlut tliey might know thee the true God, 
and Jcfus Clirift, whom thou haft fent." "In 
whom arc hid, all the trealures of wifdom and 
knowledge," Col ii. 3. There is labour,— 2. In 
pleafures of the fancy. "WTiat elfe are all the lulls 
of the eye ? all the abundance of the riches for 
which men labour fo much r Ecclef. v. 1 1. " When 
goods increafe, they are increafed that eat them ; 
aiid what good is there to the owner thereof, fa- 
ying the beholding of them with their eyes ? all 
they can think or fay is, Thefe are mine.'* What 
is honour, credit, and the like, but a tickling of 
our fancy, with the fancies of others about us, add- 
ing nothing to real worth? Andhowbufyis the 
foul oftentimes in that, Eccles. yi. 9. « Better is 
the iight of the eyes, than the wandering of the 

dcfire, 
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deCre, Heb. walkhig of the fotiL This is alfo va- 
nity and vexation of fpirit. What fatisfaftion is 
fought in imagination- fins, luft, revenge, and 
the like? what reftleflhefs there, 2 Pet. ii. 14. 
«« Having eyes full of adultery, that cannot cealc 
from fin." How bufy is the foul oftentimes in 
imagination, of wealth, and the like, as if, 
when it had tried all other means in vain, it 
'vi'-duld try, while awake, to dream itfelf happy ! 
« The thoughts of my heart," fays Job, chap. xvii. 
1 1 . Heb. thepajftons of my hearty " are broken off." 

3. The other thing in which natural men labour 
for reft, is the law : compare the text, Matth. xi. 
28. with ver. 29. and 30. Emphatically is that la- 
bour defcribed, Rom. x. 3. " For they being ig- 
norant of God's righteoufnefs, and going about to 
eftablifli their own righteoufnefs." Go about ■; the 
word fignifies, a feeking, like a difputer in the 
fchools, or a tormentor of one upon the rack; to 
eftablifh, to make it ftand itfelf alone. They feek 
to make it ftand, as men that will have a ftone to 
ftand on end, which, at the fame time, is ever co- 
ming down on them again. Why all this ? bc- 
caufe it is their own : " Have not fubmitted." 
Chrift offers a righteoufnefs •, but to talft it, is to 
them a point of fubmiffion, againft which they la- 
bour, as the untoward bullock againft the yoke. 
They will never let it on till God break the iron 
finew of the neck, Ifa. xlviii. 4. 

To confirm this, confider, 

I . All men defire to be happy, and no man can 
get his confcience quite filenced, more than he can 
get the notion of a God quite erafed from his mind: 
Rom. ii. 14^ 15. " They are a law unto themfelves, 
their confcience alfo bearing witnefs, and their 
thoughts the mean while accufing or excufing one 
another.'* Pence of mind is a natural defire, which 

Vol. I. B b t^Qxvfc 
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none QM\ diveft himfelf of. Hence it follows, 
men cannot but feek inv/ard peace; and though 
they may fet tliemfelves to murder confcience for 
tliut end, yet feeing it will not do for them totally, 
they do of neceflity take fome other way. There 
never v/as but two ways, eitlier Chrift, or the law. 
The former they rcjed:, therefore it follows, they 
follow tlie htter. Let us view this in three forts 
of natural men. 

( I .) In tlie profane perfon, who has not fo much 
ns a form of godlinefs ; it is hardeft to be found in 
ihem. Cut none fo profane', but it will readily 
be found they have fome one good thing or ano-. 
ther about them, and fometimes they will com- 
pliment tlieir confciences with a denial of faris- 
faftion to their lufls, which is a labour fo much 
the harder to them, as they are under the greater 
power of lufls. This fure they do not with an eye 
to make tliemfelves miferable, but happy that their 
confciences may excufe them, Rom. ii. 15. Ex- 
cufmg, even thofe tliat are mod at the devil's will, 
are taken captive, as hunters who take their prey 
alive, 2 Tim. ii. 26. Importing ilill, a confcience 
labouring in the law, though lulls, as being ftronger, 
do for the moll part prevail. — Let us view this, 
(2.) In the formal natural man : fome of whom la- 
, hour in the duties of morality ; others in tliofe of re- 
ligion ; who are at no fmall travail in the law, if 
we ccnfider it all for nought. Like the Pharifee, 
Luke, xviii. 1 1 . they take not tlie gofpel-^\•♦ay, yet 
tliey labour in the law. Sure lufts^ remain in them 
in their life and vigour. It furcly cofls labour fo 
far to rcflrain them Let us view this, 

(3.) In the awakened fmner. I am not for ex- 
cluding tbefe out of the text, but only that it be 
not rellrnincd to them : A<Sls, ii.37. " Now, when 
they heard this, they were pricked to tlie heart, 

and 
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and faid unto Peter, and the reft of the apoftksi 
What fhall we do ?" Thefe mend their hands 
at this hard labour, and oftimes labour fo.to keep 
the law, that they are both by thcmfelves, and 
others taken for faints of the firil magnitude, and 
yet it is but ftill in the Jaw, till converting grace 
come, and fned them off tlie old root. 

2. It is natural for men to labour in the law 
for .happinefs, and therefore, till nature be over- 
come by grace, men will not be put off it. Th j 
law was Adam's covenant, who, with his children, 
were to work and win heaven by their works ; tho* 
they have loft their father's ftrength, yet they will 
keep their father's trade y though their ftock bj 
(mall, yet they will keep the merchandifing for 
heaven, and give God good works for good wages. 
See nature fpeaking out of him, Matth. xix. i6t 
^ Good Matter, what good thing {hall I do that I 
may have eternal life ?" And it often happens, that 
they who have feweft of good works lay the great- 
eft ftrefs upon them. 

3. Confider bow this praftice has been formed 
Into principles, in die face of the fun of the gofpel. 
Never was an error yet vented in principle, but 
in compliance with fome corruption of the heart \ 
therefore is that made the charafteriftic of true 
doctrine, tlvat it is according to godlinefs, i Tim. 
vi. 3. No fooner was the gofpel preached, than 
Cain fets up for works in oppofition to faith : Gen. 
iv. 4. 5. " And the Lord had refpe^l: to Abel, and 
to his offering •, but unto Cain and his offering he 
had not refpect." Paul gives the reafon : Hcb. xi. 
4. " By faith Abel offered unto God a more ex- 
cellent facrifice than Cain." In Abraham's family, 
to whom the promife of righteoufnefs was more 
clearly made, Hagar bears her fon •, compare Gal. 
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iv. 24. When die people were in Egypt, the ge- 
nerality of them knew nothing elfe. They had 
curtailed the law fo very fhort, as all that labour 
in it do, that they thought they kept all very well : 
Rom. v. 13. " For until the hw, (hi was in the 
world 5 but fin is not imputed, when tliere is no 
law." For that caufe God gave them the law, as 
in £xod. xx. Gal. iii. 29. " The law was added 
becaufe of tranfgreflions ;" it prevailed in the days 
of the prophets, in Chrift's days, and from the 
beginning of the Chriftian church to this day ; — 
hence our fwarms of Papifts, &c. — Confider, 

4. They turn the very gofpel into Jaw, as un- 
clean veflcls four the fweeteft liquor that is put in 
them. What a real gofpel was the ceremonial law 
to the Jews, holding up blood, death, and tranila- 
tion of guilt, from them to the fubftitute, every 
day before their eyes in their facrifices ! But, Rom. 
ix. II. " Their very table (that is, their altar, fo 
called, Mai. i. 1 2.) became a fnare ;" and they 
went about thefe things, as if by them they would 
have m^de up what was wanting in their obferva- 
tion of the moral law. Juft fo was it turned in 
Popery ; yea, and, alas ! among Proteftants it is 
found thus foured, to whom the gofpel is the law, 
and faith, repentance, and new obedience, the ful- 
filling of the law. But would to God it ftood in 
principles only ; but as fure as every unrenewed 
man is out of Chrift, as fure even thefe natural 
men, whofe heads are fet right in this point, in 
their hearts and pra6lice the very gofpel is turned 
into law, and their obedience, their very faith and 
repentance, fuch as it is, is put in the room of 
Chrift. For practice, when fairly traced, will ihew 
the principles from which it proceeds. 

Lqfifyy Confider, though all would b^ faved, 
yet n?.ti|ral men are enemies to the gofpel-way of 

falv^tion : 
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falvatiou : i Gor. r. 23. " It is to the Jews a ftum- 
bling-block, pnd unto the Greeks foolidinefs." 
They mud theji be in love with the law, for there 
is no mids 5 yea, fo cleave they to it, that nothing 
but death can part Adam's fons and it, and this 
even a violent death in a day of God's power : 
Pfal. ex. 3. Rom. vii. 4. « Ye alfo are become 
dead to the law 5" Greek, deadettedy killed y or put 
io death. As long as a foul fees how to fhift with- 
out Chrift, it will never come to him ; add to this, 
that the godly find the remains of this principle in 
them to ftruggle againft. Self-denial is the firfl 
\Q.^Qn Chriil gives, but they are a-learning it all 
their days. If it is thus in the green tree, what 
fhall it be in the dry ? 



B b 3 THE 



rsr sx.>ci iCsitcT continued* 



< L K iS O N XIX. 



%.If.T*rr v». t'^.. C'mtr i/nrr ^v, Jtff ye that labour y 
cKf. ^' har-v^utdjr^ jm£ ImiJgtvtjou reft* 
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yfE arc TV^ir, 

J ".",-. 7< jT»:^-t, Whii ibrt of a.labottt 
1 ^rv'> h?."*'r ir rtisk £j^-^r;ps ? Fcr Ac lake of plain- 
-nefs. i: -w-il St 7^or.iiirr so cc«i6dcr this labour, 
1/?, A$ KTtfpcib t^jsr'icfts; ZAhy As itrefpects 
the ikm , ^VT^ cTPt^ 

zf:^ T^ OvVifxKT ri-is lalvQir cf fcnacrs, as it re- 
fpsctt r>idT l4iA$, their ^<vj>j: i.p and down amoBg 
t3jc crciuSTC^ f YTrachng rr^an them a comfort and 
pkafin-es viiJcii tiicy r^Jx for h£|>paiefs. — ^I (hall 
fac3% ihow the prcpenies of diis bbour, and thus 
canfirm the pr>i:it, that they arc cngs^cd in a 
wcarifomc labour. 

I- It is hard labour, and fore toH : Jcr. ix, 5« 
«* Thzy wcaiy thcmfctvcs to commit iniquity * 
None vin the devil's whores for noi^ht, tlicy cat 
no iJ]c bread where he is taik^maftcTy and tbcy 
muft needs ran, whom he driTCs. Hie doriTs 
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yoke is of all yokes the heavieft. — To clear this 
point, confider, 

( I.) What the fcriptures compare this labour iti 
lulls unto ; whereby it will appear hard labour. — 
It compaies ic, 

[i.] To the labour of a man going to a city, 
and not knowing the way: Eeclef. x. 15. « The 
labour of the fooliih wearieth every one of them, 
bec^ufe he knoweth not how to go to the city." 
That is hard labour, as many know by experience. 
Many a weary foot fuch muft go, many a hasd- 
ihip they muft endure, and fo muft thefe in pur- 
fuit of happinefs. — ^It compares it, 

[2-.] To a labouring in the fire : Hab. ii. 13/ 
<< Behold, is it not of the Lord of hofts, that the 
people Ihall labour in the very fire, and the people 
ihaU weary themfelves for very vanity ?" How hard 
is their labour that lieth about a fire ! what fweat ! 
what toil ! Jer. vi. 29. " The bellows are burnt, 
the lead is confumed of the fire, the founder melt- 
eth in vain, for the wicked are not plucked away." 
But how much more hard in the fire ! As when a 
houfe is on fire, and men in it, labouring to pre- 
ferve that which the fire confumes even among 
their hands. Thefe labour; i^. In the fire of lufts, 
that inflames the heart, and fcorches the very foul, 
Prov. vi. 27. 28. " For by means of a whorifli 
woman, a man is brought to a piece c^ bread, apd 
the adulterefs will hunt for the precious life. Can 
a man take fire in his bofom^ and his cloaths not 
be burned ?" 2dlyy In the fire of divine wrath that 
is kindled by the former :- Ifa. ix 18. « For wick- 
edne{9 bumeth as the fire, it ftiall devour the briers 
and thorns, and (hall kindle in the thickets of the 
foreft, and they (hall mount up like the lifting up 
of fmoke.** This confumeth what they arc working 
f(Mr in the othor \ fo that whj^>.like tiu; fpider, they • 



2^6 CHRISI-'S INVITATION TO THE 

have fpun out their own bowels for a covering, 
yet it is by far too nairovi', and they have but wea- 
ried themfelves for very vanity. — It is compared, 

[3.] To labouring under a burden, as in the 
text itfelf, which will not let the man get up his 
back. They are the devil's drudges, labouring 
under that load that will cruih them ?t laft, if 
they do not, as in Pfal. Iv. 22. call their burden on 
the Lord, that he may fuftain them. They are 
laden with divers lulls, which lie on them as a 
burden on the weary bead, which weary them in- 
deed, but they are bound on as with bands of iron 
and brail;. — It is compared, 

[4.] To the labour of a foldier in war ; they 
watch for iniquity as a centry at his poll : Ifa. 
XX ix. 20. The natural man himfelf is the very 
field of battle : Jam. iv. i. " From whence come 
wars and fightings among you ? come they not 
hence, even of your lufls which war in your mem- 
bers ?" The war itfelf you may fee defcribed in 
the three following verfes. Who cannot but be 
well laboured with the feet of men and horfe in 
that confufion ? Though there be not grace and 
corruption to war in diem, there are Tufts, and 
lufts oppofed to one another, lulls and light alfo. 
— It is compared, 

[5.] To the labour of the huibandman in plow-, 
ing : Hof. x. 13. " Ye have plowed wickednefs, 
ye have reaped iniquity." They devife wickednefs, 
which the Hebrew calls plowing it : «« Devife not 
evil againft thy neighbour," Prov. iii, 29. "An 
ungodly man diggeth up evil, and in his lips there 
is a burning fire," Prov. xvi. 27. It is com- 
pared, 

[6.] Not to infift on more, to the labour of a 
woman in child-birth : Pfal. vii. 4. *< Behold, he 
travaileth with iniquity, and hath conceived mif- 

chicf, 
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chief, and brought forth falfehood." What pangs ' 
do raging lufts create to the foul ? What cords of 
death d^es it ftraiten with ? No fmall toil at con- 
ceiving of fin, and bearing it in the heart, and 
bringing it forth •, but nothing in the abominable 
brat to fatisfy the foul after all. 

(2.) It is hard labour, if you confider that emif 
nent emblem of our natural ftate, the Egyptian 
Iwndage. Their deliverance out of Egypt was tj^- 
pical of their fpiritual deliverance by Chrift, and 
ib that muft needs fignify man's natural ftate j co»- 
cerning which it may be remarked, (i.) That as 
the children of Ifrael went down to Egypt in the 
loins of their parents, fo we in Adam.— (2.) As 
die deliverance was wrouglit by the angel of the 
covenant, by the hands of Mofes the Lawgiver, 
and Aaron the Prieft, fo this by the law and the 
ffofpel. — (3.) As Pharaoh oppoUd the children of 
Ifrael to the utmoft, fo the devil oppofeth here* 
Pharaoh was " the great dragon which lieth in the 
xnidft of his rivers, which feid. My river is mine 
own, and I have made it for nayfelf," Ezek. xxix. 
3. and was a type of that great red dragon, meiv 
tioned Rev. xii. 3. &c. But for that which con^ 
cerns this point, fee Exod. v. There you will find 
perfons labouring, and heavy-laden, ver, 4. 5. It is 
Jiard labour to fatisfy lufts, the devil's tafk-mafters: 
Ephef. ii. 2. 3. " He worketh in the children of 
^ifobedience : Among whom alfo we had our corv- 
verfation in times paft, in the lufts of our flefh, 
fulfilling the defires of the flefti, and of the mind.'* 
The Ifraelites had their talks doubled, to put reli- 

fion out of their heads and hearts, Exod. v. 10. 
lUfts alfo muft be fatisfied, but wherewith to do 
it is with-held, as ftraw was from the Ifraelites, 
ver. 1 1. They are fcattered up and down among 
the creatures for it, but can never fqueeze out a 
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fufliciency for them, even as the Ifraclites could 
not find Hubble enough to prepare their bricks, 
ver. 12. 13. 14. If any appearance of deliverance, 
the labour is made the harder. Says Paul, Rom. 
vii. 9. " I was alive without the law once ; but 
when the conv.riLindment came, fin revived, and I 
died.*' — It is hard labour, 

(3.) If ye confider the efFe6l:s this labour had), 
ly?, On the fouls of men. The minds of men have 
a toilfomc talk, where fin is on the throne : Ifa. 
v. 20. " Woe unto them that call evil good, and 
good evil, that put darknefs for light, and light 
for darknefs, that put bitter for fweet, and fweet 
for bitter." ITiat foul muft needs be in a conti- 
nual fever, while inordinate affections are in their 
ftrength, as in all out of Chrift.* A fermentation 
of lufts cannot but make a tofled mind. Anxiety 
and cares of the world ftrctch the mind, as oa 
tenter-hooks. A conceived flight, like that of A- 
hab, I Kings, xxi. 4. fets the proud man's heart 
in a fire of wrath and revenge, and fqueezes the 
fap out of all their enjoyments, as in the inftance 
of Haman, EO^her, v. 9. 13. Envy flays the fiUy 
one, iuft: flrikcs as a dart through the liver ; an- 
ger, malice, dilcontent, and the like, make a 
man his own executioner ; they are tofled bnween 
hopes, fears, ar/l vanity, tumbled hither and thi- 
ther with every wind of temptation, as a fhip with- 
out either pilot or ballafl:. idly^ Even the body Is 
oftimes hard put to it in this labour. The covetous 
rifi:s early, eats the bread of forrow for what is 
not ; the drunkard ufcs his body worfe than his 
bead. Klore bodies have fallen facrifices to lufts, 
one way or another, than ever fell by all thehard- 
Ihips either in or about religion. 

2. It is baie, mean, and abjeft labour : See Jer. 
ii. 21. compared with ver. 23. and 24. Werewc 

to 
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:o die like bcafts, we might live like bcafi.s, with 
Dur fouls grovelling ihill downward on the earti:. 
Lt the foul had been fo narrow, as to be fatislicd 
ivitli lefs than an infinite gcod, he had not fpokc 
like a fool, who faid to his foul, Luke, xii. 19. 
•* Soul, take thine eafe, eat, drink, and be merry,*' 
when his barns were full j in that cafe, the fwine and 
[lis foul might have fed together. But we have 
Immortal fouls, capable of enjoying an infinite 
2;ood, and fuch working in the earth mufi: needs 
be a bafe labour for an heaven-born foul, which 
God breathed into the formed dull, but gave not 
to be drowned in a mafs of flefh and blood, nor to 
be only as fait, to keep the body a while from rot- 
ting. 

'3. It is a conftant labour. The fca re lis fome- 
timcs, the carnal heart never : Ifa. Ivii. 20. " But 
the wicked are like, the troubled fea, when it can- 
not reft, whofe waters cafl, up mire and dirt." 
Lufts are ever craving, never fay they have enough; 
they are rolling the Itone to the top of the hill, 
which ft ill comes down on them again and hgain, 
and creates new labour ; fee Pfal. Ixxviii. 1 8. — 
20. 29. 30. Two tilings make it a continual la- 
tx)ur. ly?, Continual difappoi:itments. Tl^fe 
they cannot mifs, feeing there is no fatisfaflion to 
be had in the creatures ; yet their foul ft ill craves, 
licncc no reft, but are urged on to work again : Ifa. 
Ivii. 10. *< Thou art weary in the grcatnefs of thy 
way, yet faidft thou not. There is no hope." Men 
are like the filly doves without heart, who ftill go 
to the fam^ neft wUere they have been berried 
never fo often before, and will even big there, 
where they have got a thoufand nay-fays. 2^/y, 
What is got in them enlarges the defire, inftead 
of fatisfying it ; the more that lufts are fed, the 
more they require to maintain them. Sin is an in- 

fatiable 
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u:.::Sl= tyrant ; to 12 hour in its fcrvice, is but tc 
ciU oil i-ito the fionie. The dropfy-tbirii: cao 

4. It is vain Labour, thcr can never reach th^ 
end 01" it : ix'a. Iv. 2. *' Wherefore do you fpend 
monev lor uizi which is not bread, and your labour 
for that which latisficth not ?" Ihcy Ihail as fooa 
£11 a trii3:gic with a circle, ss tlie he::rt with fudi 
things ; tlie grave fhall fc^iier give back its dead, 
thzii the lulls of the heart lay, It is enough. It is 
inpoflible to find fatbfadion in thefe things, for 
they are rot lui table to the foul, more than ftones 
for the nourilhment of the body. The body gets 
its nourilhricnt from the earth, becaufe-itis of 
the earth ; the foul is from heaven, and fo its fa^' 
tisfaction rnuil come from thence. The things of 
the world cannrt facisfy die foul, becaufe they have 
no word of divine appointment, to be the ftaff of 
th.1t brcdd which nourilhes it ; without this, graft 
could no more fatisfy the btrafts, nor bread tlir 
iiurc^er ci man, than fand : Matth. iv. 4. " Man 
liveth not by bread alone, but bv every word that 
proceeuoih out of the mouth of Cod.*' God has 
kept this as his own prcrogiitive, to fatisfy thefoui, 
iriL-ommunicible to the creatures conjunctly or fe- 
juiately. 

Lajiiyy It is not^^nthllanding coflly labour ; for 
time that is precious is fi>eiit on it, which men 
fliould hulband well, Ephcf. v. 16. " Redeeming 
the time, becaufe the d.iys are evil." By time well 
ir.ipioved, we might aitr.ln true happincfs ; time 
(mce gone c^n never be lecalied.. But, ah ! what 
jjrcciouii hours are caii awjy on thefe things, which 
might he improved in trading for heaven. — It is 
eoitly, becaufe the gifts of tlic mind are thrown 
away on it. Reafon makes us differ from the 
bcalls, but by the abufe of it men make themfelves 

worfe 
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'e than the beads: Jer. viii. 7. " Yea, the. 
; in the heaven kaoweth her appointed times : 
the turtle, and thie crane, and the fwallow, 
rve the time of their coming : but my people 
I' not the judgement of the Lord." Men's 
is are employed not to know God, but other 
jrs; their choice alfo is not fixed upon him, their 
iiens are beftowed on other things. — Finally^ 

coftly, becaufe the outward good things of 
XKly, and eftate in the world, are beftowed 
1 it. Health and ftrength go in the purfuit of 
ty^ and in the fervice of their lufts, yea, arc 
ficed many times on the altar of intemperance 
fenfuality. Riches, power, honours, as the 
ing of the horfe does, make people kick againft^^tw^ 

lays thefe things to their hands. Yea, to 
m all, the foul itfelf is thrown away upon it : 
th. xvi. 26. *^ For what is a man profited, if 
ain the whole world, and lofe his own foul ? 
vhat fhall a man give in exchange for his 
?" Men feeking vanity, lofe what is moil ex- 
:nt ; and it is dear-bought that is purchafed at 
rate. — ^I fhall now^ confider what is meant by, 

'. A LABOURING in the law. Andtothismoft 
^hat has been faid may be applied ; and befides 
ay 4Dccur afterwards. I IhaU only fay thefe two 
gs' anent it at prefenL 

. It is moft hard labour, for it requires the 
t exafl: obedience, under pain of die curfe :. 

iii. 10. « Curfed is every one that continuctii 
in all things written in the book of the law, 
diem." Nodiing but perfeft obedience is 
pfed, according to, the law 5 and for the leaf b 
ire, it dooms the finner- to <leath. Now, r© 

can perform this ; and vet, fo foolifh are 
, that they think to pleafe God with theT 
OL. I. C c v:q\V%. 
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^rrrks. Az*^- — «r is h?.rd, becaafe the law nel- 
rr.rr ^dTr.iicC'i rk-r grrerh ilrength. God gave 
AiiTT. :trrr.;:n to perform ; hr Joft it, the law 
c.ir? nrj -r.lr-? it ; fo that in this'ccfe they mull 
mrke the brick^ b-a: no i\nw is laiid to their hands. 
Thif in;:fcr5 hsrc -wwk, and fo, by the Spirit, it 
•: jtr.^h brc£k> ihe Lean cf the elect, and makes 
ihms Jir tr« thi* Isw, as a wife to a rigorous huf- 
bani. Gii. ii. iq, 

2. 1: i> a vain ard ufel^fs labour. Tlierc arc 
nnch pains, an^i yot no ^n, in this labour. It 
is rain, in rcfpeci of the foul thriving ; they that 
Inhour in the law do but low their feed in the fand; 
all ihej reap is: wind, which may jHiflT them up, but 
<annot nouriih. Why fo many barren dry profef- 
fors ? but becaufw they are not trading with Chrift, 
but with the law. Men go to duties, and reft in 
them ; the pipe is laid ihort of the fountain.— It 
is ^-ain, in refpeci of acceptance with God. It is 
ihanklefs work, for it fuperfedes the command- 
re »r:t to believe : John, vi. 29. " This isthe v'OTk 
of God, that ye belseve on htm whom he hath 
fcnt.'' It i« a fad word, Rom, ix. 31. 32. "If- 
racl, which followed after the law of rightcouf- 
ncfs, hath not attained to the law of righteoufiicfs. 
Wherefore ? Becaufe they fought it not by faidii 
but as it were by the works of the law.** Turtles 
were accepted on the altar at Jierufalem, when 
buUocks were rejected on thefe at Dan and Bethel 
— Farther, it is ^'ain, in refped of aiifwering the 
demands of the law. Gal. ilL 10. Our cumiled 
obedience will not aiifwer the meafuring-reed of 
the law ; it demands fatisfd<3ion for what is pafli 
and perfcd: obedience for what is to come. — Fi- 
nally, it is vain, in refpetl of falvation. The way 
to heaven by the firft covenant is blocked up i the 
angel with the flaming fword guai[(^ it, GaL iii- 

10. 
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10. O Sirs ! duties arc a fandy foundation, and 

great will be the fall of legal profeffors. ^Let 

us inquire, 

IV. Wht finners labour in thefe things for fa- 
tisfadion, and do not come to Chrift ? — ^They do 
fo becaufc, 

1. They have loft Gk)d, the fountain of happi- 
nefs, and therefore they feek to fqueeze it out of 
the creatures: Ephef. ii. 12. " Having no hope, 
and without God inr the world." For, fays God, 
Jer. ii. 13. " They have forfaken me, the fountain 
of living waters." The fun is gone down upon 
them, and therefore thpy light their ciandles, and 
compafs tliemfclvcs with their own fparks ; for the 
empty foul muft have fomething to feed on. The 

Erodigal wanted bread, and therefore fed on hufks. 
)oves- dung is precious, when there is no bread in 
SamariaV^-Sinners labour in thefe things, 

2. Be<^ufe, by the power of a ftrong delufion^ 
they ftill expeft: fatisfa6tion from them ; they 
ate reprefented in a magnifying glafs, as th« 
forbidden fruit was to our firft parents. Gen, iii, 
5. 6. That delufion took with them, is conveyed 
to their pofterity, and will never be cured till grace 
do it. Hence men, though they meet with a. thou- 
fend difappointments in thefe things, yet ftill from 
new hopes they renew the attempt. — Sinners labour 
thus, 

3. Becaufe thefe things are moft fuitable to th^ 
corrupt nature : Rom. viii. 5. " For they that are 
after the flefli) do mind the things of the flefli." 
Fiijies fwim in the river, and care not for the moft 
pleafant meadow 5 fwine prefer the dung-hill to a 
palace ; becaufe every^ thing feeks its like. Lufts 
muft be nouriihed with thefe } even the way of 
the law, though juft and good in itfelf, is the way 

C c 2 ^iX 
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that agrees bcfl with felf : Rom. iii. 27. " Where 
is boailing then ? It is excluded. By what law ? 
Of works ? Nay, but by the law of faith."— Sin- 
ners arc engaged in tliis labqur, 

4. Becaufe they know no better. Chrift is a 
hidden Chrift to men in their natural eftate ; tKey 
fee not his glory, fulnefs, and excellency; they 
fay, as in Song, v. 9. " What is thy Beloved more 
than another beloved ?" The fowl fcrapes by tlic 
jewels, and takes up a corn befide them, becaufe 
it knows not their worth : r Pet. ii. 7. « Unto 
you, therefore, which believe, he is precious, but 
unto them wliich be difobedient, die ftbne die 
builders difallowed, the fame is made the head of 
the corner, and a ftone of ftumbling, and a rock 
of offence, even to them that ftumble at tlie word, 
being difobedient.*' — Sinners continue this labour, 

JLiifilyy Becaufe men naturallv are enemies to 

the way of falvation by Jefus Chrift. 1 now 

come, 

V. To nfake fomc praftical improvement of the 
whole. 

Allow me, then, to expoftulate with youinthc 
moft earned: manner upon this fubje<i. Why 
ipend you your labour for that which fatisfictn 
not ? Ifa. Iv. 2. Seeing you would labour, will 
you not change your work, and laboHr in God's way, 
that ye may enter into his reft ? It is a wearifome 
labour that all out of Chrift are engaged in. I 
would have you, then, tagive it over, and engage 
in the fervice of Chrifl. 1 come in his name, io 
bid you, to befeech yon, to ceafe frorri this labour. 
I have tliefe things to fay, in regard to it. 

I . It is a labour God never put in your hands, 
but it proceeds from the devil, and a corrupt heart, 
who yoked you to th<it tvork of fctking your hap- 

^iaciS 
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pinefs in the creatures.; ialufts, or in the law, and 
not in God. To this fome may plead, Not gvHty ! 
* We know (fay fuA) the world is but a vain 
thing, and we place our chief happinefs in God. God 
forbid we fhould be labouring inanyfuch way !' For 
your conviction, however, Imuft fpeak a few things. 
You may be deceived ; many are as bufy. as their 
hands can be at that work, and yet fay that they 
are not : Prov. xxx. << There is a generation that 
are pure in their own eyes^ and yet is not walhed 
from their filthinefs." — I would inquire at you, 

(i.) Who loofed you from this labour ? Were 
you never at it ? If you think fo, yoju rhiferably de- 
ceive yourfelves, Eph. ir. 3. already quoted. Since 
Adam went from God, to pluck his happinefs off 
the forbidden tree, all mankind have followed his 
fteps^ and abide at the work, till converting grace 
loofe them. What is converfion, but a turning to 
God, from whom we are naturally turned away ? 
Alas ! there are few converts !-—r inquire, 

(2.) Was you ever heartily wearied of this la- 
bour, feeing your folly in abiding fo long with it ? 
Was it ever a heavy tafk, that you was made to 
groan out under ? All are welcome to Chridt that 
-will come, but none will ever give over th^Ir la- 
bour till ►they be brought to this. God mu(|. bring 
the foul to a noly defpair in this way, ere it be g^t,en 
over, Hof. iu 6. 7* And then 'tlie^ foiil, hw;ig 
run itfelf out of breath, can neither get fatisifafbpn 
in the creature^, nor go to God 5 thus it. leaves 
the purfuit, and fits down with that^ Jer. xxxi.xS. 
.«« Thou haft chaftifed me, and' I was chaftifed, 
as a bullock unaccuftomed to.the.yoke ; turn tJiQU 
me, and 1 (hall be turned, for thbu ^rt .the tord 
my God." John, vi. 44. << No man . can come 
unto me, except the Fayier who fent me draw 
Jiim/'— I incjwc^ ; . v . .. 

Cc 3 VvS"^^^ 
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' : ■ How are roa kept from retunung to mis 
■abour • l\ vou Fuvc I<ft ir, it will not be widxooc 
4 ftf-M^j^ic. rinrn? is a natunl bias ia the bans 
or ill nivM '.Ms w^y. Ab« ! the ftrong man kcqa 
fiw Wouk- w.cK the greater part ; tbey have no 
:brtij;^lt: w'lh the wuriil, neither how to get ki 
!ivT 'low tL» *<\:cp ir out of the heiin. — I inquire, 

4. \ Whc!!L-e i> iLvourgteatell diflatisfa^ODpro- 
sXXvK from the wurlifs mifgivin^ with you, or 
Oi.xl'> Iviiirt^j his tice from vou ? trom your difap- 
;vii!pnc«Trs m the world, or at the throne o£ 
{ir.icc • \^'here the dhlippointment goes deepeft, 
iiK cx;vvl ".'u-.i* have been greaieil : «* Hope de- 
terred irntks.-^ :tie heart lick ;'' an infallible eridencc 
chat 'T^»tt tK-fi ai-c XI this work. Men will not 
be viT!fa:!*rtcd \>r milling a things where they were 
?n.»c CO t^rK? It. — I ifK|uire, 

•^ ; . ^ W here do yv\x find your greateft fatisfu- 
r'vr v*k\ I'Jettjrv:, it wc may coll it lb? Intheen- 
5..^vi»*c": o^ C»v*v!» or *.>f the world, or in getting 
riv cLivii^^s ot wh'j: lufts aalVered ? Ah ! there 
irv !*oc .1 *xw. :ioin "A-hoin, it the world's joy wai 
r,!r'x\l .iw.iv. c^jc would not have a blyth hour. 
l*hcv mrver rl'^u^td ai much iweetneis in the bcnc- 
lio o: ;:-*c a^vcrMi::, a< in thcie of the world.- 

^c».^ If vou be iK»t Ubi.>uriag thus, whataiepu 
i!o:r?i: che:i :* llterc i* !K>t, and there cannot be, an 
klir ioul i'^uv>j; u>. It" the devil has us not, God 
hi5 •-> It work ; ozie of th,: two mull. Thefe 
■Jiin-^ ixiuu brit:^ oo::viclicas to our breolls. 

Allow n^.^ ftill fanher to expoilubte with you- 
Why I'pertd you your ubojr tor that which iatia- 
i:tta sio: : The UK^ur ycu ;sre engai:ed in is a 
thjiiklcfi labour ; Gcu will not thaii you for it ; 
he uy$, *• Wi'.o hith r^i^uired this at your hands :*' 
'fhc dc'.-ii pays ycu ii;c w*ige;> which ire due to i:, 

which 
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which are death, Rom. vi, a 3. He hath no bet- 
ter to give; Bcfides this, the labqur in which jpu 
are engaged^ is a labouring againit God : Jer* ii» 
13. <f Haring forfaken the fountain of living wa- 
ters, ye have hewed out fof yourfehres cillenis,. 
broken cifterjis that can hold no water/' Ye aw 
thusfetting the creature in the room of God, and: 
accordingly God is againft you in this labour, fo 
that you can never get what you are fecking fropi 
it. Oh ! then be exhorted to ceafe fron>, to givf . 
up with this labour. To prevail with you ia ^k 
ing this, i' would lay before you tlie fpUowing, 

MOTITESJ :. V .: 

I. Why vWll ye toil fo to brjjig out of. die crea- 
ttires what is not in them? Nothing but God 
himfelf is commenfurable to the defires of the 
foul 5 no man ever faw or^will fee an end of his 
defiles, tiH they are fwctjlowed up in God himfelf. 
. When the creatures were at their beft>tlvsie was.the, 
fprfiidden tree id paradife to teach man his happi«< 
nefs was not in themf How niuch more nowj 
when they are fo much worfe ! Ifa, xxviii. 20,, 
« FcMT the bed is fhorter than that a man can ftri^tcjx 
himfelf on it, and the covering. narrower than.that 
he can wrapt himfelf in it." - 

3. How can ye think to find reft in that which 
is'ceftlefsin itfelf ? are not all things hiere unftp!ble as 
water, and fo cannot excel? Unchangeablenefs is 4 
necefTary property of that which makes tmly hap* 
py, for otherwife the very fear of lofmg it mars the 
conceived bappincfs. Will we feek our reft in 
vanity, fill our hands with the wind, fit eafyon 
die rolling waves, or on the top of a wheel that is 
in continual motion ? 

3 1 Did you ever meet with that an^ong cr^a^ 
tuie-caijoyments, that was every way as ye would 

have 
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.have had it ? Diflatisfafkion will proceed irom 
any dcfe£t, however fmall,as it was witKHaman> 
E():h. V. 13. ; but fatisfaftion requires an univerifal 
concurrence of all defirables in the thing that muft 
fatisfy; fo it is, Song v.. 16. "He is altogether, 
lovely." Let a nian turn over the whole creation 
■forfatisfa£lion,let all be caft into his lap, yet he will 
find, as in Job, xx. 22. " In the fulnefs of his fuf- 
ficiency he fliall be in ftraits." Who ever got the 
rofe that wanted the prickles ? the fw^etnefs in 
any of them, that wanted a mixture of bitternefs ? 

4. Do not the difappointment of hopes necef- 
fary cleave to them all ? They promife more 
when afar off, than'tliey afibrd when they are come 
near. Mountains afar oiF become mole-hills when 
near; like a ball of fnow, the moire clofely it is heldy 
,iit will grow the lefs^ 

5. Has not the fap been fqucezcd out of enjoy- 
jitents to thee between the hand and the mouth ? 

floC IX, z, " The floor and the wine prefs (hajl 

^ not feed th^m, and the new wine (hall fail in her." 

.Have you, not had fair profpe£ls that have been 

iblafted in a moment^ ere you ever tafted of them ? 

As if they had appeared for no other end, but to 

raife the appetite that was not to bt laid with 

,jthem. • 

,-^ .6. Has not the lofs of them often brought 

^greater forrow than ever die having of th^m gave 

. yjoy;. while God has taken away th^ defire of thine 

jji, eyes, .thy xihoice comforts. Wer't thou npt more 

. .:.grieve4v^hen, than thou wer't happy before ? 

,,. -J)., Has not that wherein tliou haft expelled the 

gre^tcft comfort turned out to be the greateft 

_ ; jcioh ? This was the cafe with Rachel, who faid 

,tq Jacob, <f Give me children, elfc I die/' Gen. 

. rxxxu compare Gen. xxxv. ,i6.~'2o.^ She got 

.jChiidren^ and death iuftautly followed. 

.8. Have 
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8. Have not fignal mercies, as well as juclge- 
fiicnts> brought a fting along with them, while con- 
(cience has been whifpering unto thee, that God 
was thine enemy. 

9. Was ever thy heart truly at reft in thefc 
things, fo that thou couldft fay thou dcfireft no 
snore ? Nay, but the more of tliefe, the more arc 
they defired. 

10. There is another way to come at your'pur- 
pofe. Come to Chrift, and he will give you reft. 
This is a fjiort way,' for all is in him ; whatever 
perfedlions are fcattered up and down amongft 
the creatures, all is in him, and infinitely more. 
It is a fure way, for you will not mifs happincfs 
if you come to him. 

I WOULD once more cxpoftulate with you. 
Why do you fpend your labour for that which fa- 
tisfieth not ? I would befecch you, in the moft 

■ carncft manner, not only to ceafe from, to give up 
with, your prefent unpleafant and unprofitable la- 
bour, but alfo to change your labour ; I would 
have you, not only to depart from evil, but even to 
do good ; I would call upon you to engage in the 
fervice of a new Matter, and run in the way of 
his commandments. ' You are labouring, 'you 
muft be labouring, one way or other ; will you not 
then engage in the labour of true religion, real god- 

' linefs ? If we muft ferve, furely it is better to ferve 
Chrift than the devil. The labour that there is ia 
religion afFrights the world at it •, but why ihould 
it, feeing their labour is fo great while out ofChrift? 
Confider, 

I . We are not calling you from idlenefs to work- 
ing, but from labour to labour. And even if we 
were ftill to be flaves, better be fo to God than to 

the 
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the devil. What will men lay to Chrift at the 
laft day, who will be at pains in their lufts, but 
be at none in holinefs, that will bear a yoke, but 
not Chrift's yoke ? 

2. We call you, not from one bafe labour to 
another, but from a bafe to an honourable woik. 
Should one be called from the (lone-barrow to be a 
king's cup-bearer, it were not comparable to what 
is propofed. — i. They will have a more honourable 
Mailer. — 2. More honourable fellow4abourers, for 
the angels ferve him. — 3. More honourable work, 
God himfelf is glorious in holinefs. — 4. A moie 
honourable office ; from being ilaves to the devil, 
they are made kings and priefts unto God. 

3. We call upon you from vain labour, to that 
which (hall be profperous and fuccefsful ; you 
are bbouring for happinefe there, where you 
will never get it, but here are full breads 5 you 
arc in vain ftriking at the flinty rock for wa- 
ter, here is an open fountain, where none ever 
went tway difappointed. 

4. We call you from a barren labour, where you 
will get nothing but forrow to take away with 
you, to a labour which, when you have finifhed 
your works, will follow you. Rev. xiv. 13. Ah! 
miferable is your prefent labour, Ifa. lix. 5. 6. 
The fpider waftes its bowels to fpin its web, and 
when all is done, one ftroke of the. befom fwccpi 
all away 5 it is either ' killed in its web, or 
drawn by it as a rope unto death ; fo that it doth 
but fpin its wiuding-(heet, ^r plait the rope for 
itfelf. Confider, 

5. That the worft which can be made of it is, 
that religion is hard labour. But this (hould be 
no prejudice againd it with you, feeing, as has 
been faid, the labour out of Cfhrift is alfo hard la- 
bour. But to' call the balance, obforve^ 
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( I.) If it is -hard labour, it is worth the pains, t}ic 
other is not fo; for, Prov. ii. 4- 5- " If thou feekeft 
her as filver, and fearchelt For her as Ind treafures, 
then (halt thou undcrftand the fear of the -Lord, 
and find tlie knowledge of God." There is hard 
labour in digging ftones, as well as in digging for 
gold ; nay, it is hard labour digging difappoint- 
ments, that which is not ; whereas the gain of the 
other is precious and certain. — i. The promifej 
Prov. yiii^ 21. " That I may caufe thofe that love 
me to inherit fubftance, and I will fill their trqa- 
fures." — 2. The experience of all the labourers 
confirm the certainty of it : « I (God) faid not unto 
the feed ol Jacob, Seek ye my face in vain." 

(2.) If it is hard labour, it is fhort ; if the work 
be fore, yet it is not longfome. You fhall foon 
reft from your labours: Rev. xiv. 13. He that 
is tired with his journey, his fpirits will revive 
when near the end. The (hadow of. the evening 
makes the labourer work heartily, for loofing-time 
is at hand. The trials, afflidions, weeping, &c. of 
the faints, endure but for a moment. On the other 
hand, the labour of other perfons knows no end ; 
no reft abides them, but an everlafting, toil under 
wrath that never ends. 

6. We call you from a hard to an eafy labour : 
*< My yoke is eafy," Chrift has faid it, we muft 
believe it. But to clear it, confidec for this time 
only thefe two things. 

(i.) All the difiiculties in reHglon arife from that 
ad:ive corruption which is in men, putting them to 
labour in their lufts and in the law : Mat.xi. 1 2. <*Thc 
kingdom of heaven fuffereth violence, and the vio- 
lent take it by force." Violence and force, not 
with Gk>d, he oppofeth uft not, but with our own 
corruptions. And in this fenfe only the fcripture 

holds 
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holds out the labour of religion to be hard. But 
men do not ft ate the matter fairly : Lay a ton- 
weight upon a rolling-ftone, certainly it is harder 
to roii both together than the {tone alone; but is the 
fto.ic ti.v-reforc lighter than the ton-weight ? Take 
th ill icparately, and abfolutely, the labour in re- 
lij..- fi is eafy, die other hard. Men cannot bear 
Cl.j .Jl's burden. Why? becaufe they ftill keep 
on the devil's burden, and they cannot bear the 
one above the other ; that is not fair.. Lay off the 
one, take up the other ; fee which is lighteft. A 
meek and a pafhonate man, which of them has 
the hardeft talk in bearing an affront ? the fober 
«ia?iy or the drunkard? the worldly man, ox he that 
lives above the world ? The more power grace 
has, the more eafy; the more power lufts liave, the 
more hard is the labour. 

(2.) There is true help in the one, not in the 
otiicr. — ^The labour in religion has outward helps; 
the labourers are not helplefs, they have a cloud of 
witnefTes gone before them, whom they may fee 
with their crowns upon their heads, Heb. xii. i. Ye 
are not the forlorn in hope. Armies of faints 
have ftormed heaven before you, and have left it 
behind them ; that the work is poffible, and the re- 
ward certain. The other have not this ; if they get 
fntisfa^lion in-rfieir lufts, they are the firft. They 
fee thoufand^ before them, who have laboured as 
hard as they, difappointed, and are lain down in for- 
row. — This labour has inward helps. Chrift bears 
the heavieft part of his own yoke ; he gives 
ftrength, he works the will for the work ; and the 
work for us, when we have the will : Phil. ii. iv 
« For it is God that workcth in us, both to will 
and to do of his good pleafure." Ifa. xxvi. 12. 
« Thou alfo haft wrought al! Our works in us." The 

■ otliers 



LABOURING AND HEAVY-LADEN. 3T3 

Others have ndt. True, they have that within them 
which puts them on to this labour, but the more 
of the one, the harder is the other, as the wea- 
ried beaft is goaded by the fpur, and worn out 
by their being beaten when no draw is allowed 
fliem. But where is the help to work fatisfac- 
tion and happinefs out of the creatures, or from 
die law? 

7. We call you from a wearifeme to a light- 
fome pleafant labour. I have proved the firft ; 
for the hft, fee Prov. iii. 17. "Her ways 
are ways of pleafantnefs, and all her paths are 
peace." But let us hear what can be faid for both. 

(i.) Is there much pleafure in fiii? Anf.ln fome 
there is none. What pleafure has the paffionate 
man, that kindles a fire in his own bof6m ? What 
pleafure has the envious, that gnaws himfclf like a 
fctpent for the good that others ^njoy ? What pTea- 
ftire has the difcontentcd, that is his' own execu- 
tioner. Cortfider the calm of fpirit that the con- 
trary graces bring, and judge who has the better 
part. — As for thofe fhis in which pleafure is found, 

[i.] It is common to them with thefe creatures 
with whom they will not defirc to be ranked. For 
thefe things that gratify men's fenfual appetite are 
common to them with beafts, as gluttony, drunk- 
enefs, filthinefs, &c. A fow cati drink, and be as 
drunk as the greatcft drunkard, and fo on. And 
they have the better of them, as being under no 
hiw, and therefore, they can go the fuU length of 
their appetite. — 2. They do it without remorfe. 
— 3. They find fatisfaftion in thefe things, feeing 
they are not gapable of dcfiring greater things. 
Now, put thefe together, where is the pleafure ? 
Is it not furpafled by the pain ? As to the defires 
of the mind, thefe are common to them with de- 
vils. The greateft fwearer, liar, and proud oppofer 

Vol, I. Dd o,^ 
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.1 -':::;r't:, '.ii"^ zia£ zT^ot but from the fecoiul 
:u.:::. "'ic :c^-l =i=: larisfT his curiofity better 
Ji-.i v*j r.m': rarina*. rczioa zzK>rc dofely aeainft 
-::icn -h.ip. ir.'T icii~L Only ol^linate defpifers 
;r -irr.t.r ir.ii =^^:i.zrj firpais the devil, for the 
X- -Li rti.iT -i i-Tu ^^n^iyc ; -^hcrc^i for a time they 

iL lOT. 

*:.' Tie Txu/ir- ■:? r.: =x>:r>er!taiy, the pain 
r'tiilcv? !:^r': -c ic her; Jk. isd is crercal. Wliat 
7 lemur-: "in. 2t: •;i-:-.ic, f:r -wiiich a man would 
hoid :ii.i d.^'^ir r^'cr i bcrrJj:^ caadlc for a quar- 
ter ':f 0*1 hotjr : Iicw z:^ci lacsre dreadful to cn- 
«iiirc <:tey:-.:^ ijomiiigs ' 

3;.*; Vm: ih-uggiiC rhaz cjcicierce makes againft 
cr3TTu;n:cn, bp^r:c> =xrc scraiTnt than that which 
C'jrrjpcicn siok^fso^rainA grsAie. Coofcience is more 
Jreaiifuliy arri^d «xm ccmipdoo ; there is here 
-, rriiLii iiif-irerci iS cher: •* l> e;ui rt the hand of 
Goii i-ii the hare cz ihe devil. See now what 
bee; rr.es d rhi' pitaf-irs ! 

':. fh* laboLir ir. rtri-vri'Vi is truly pleafant. 
T: i j rr'i>' ho' y iabccr y fcr «cf thar -a-e ipeak, and 
; :r: r r -. : : : . . t i r :cn y p P3 •^es i: ? p !eal an tnefs ; lee 
i'r^v. !■!. r -. " H;:r v/iys iri \*-:it< of pleafaiunefs, 
^:i.: :iVt l.K,\ ■?j:::5 ire pejce." Aik David, and he 
'•/iii cci; yc;'!, in Pui. I.xx\iv. Paul, in 2 Cor.itii. lo. 

'i.~ I: ;> -I I'abour r-;:al to the nature of the 
f'jui, z'\c b=;t:cr pjrr, their divine fupernatural 
:i;iu':rc, 2 Pet. i. 4. Beiievers are partakers of a 
'.livine natuiw'. This mull needs create eafe and 
und delight ; the ilrejm eallly flows from the 
Fountain ; birds with plea lure fly in the air. The 
»-;iaroii of the dilTiculry in religion to many is, 
rhcy arc cu: of their element when engaged in 
it. 

[2.] Therein the foul carries on a trade with 
LcavLaj ent^rtiiins commuuion with GoiI, through 

the 
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the Spirit of Chrift, by a mutual intercourfe of 
grace and duty, the foul receiving influences, and 
returning them again in duties ; as the rain falls 
x>n the earth freely, fo the waters run freely toward 
the fea again. 

[3.] Great peace of confcience ufually attends 
this i and the more labour, the more peace : Pfal. 
cxix. 165. ** Great peace have they who love thy 
law." Here is a feaft which nothing but (in 
mars : 2 Cor. u 1 2* ** For our rejoicing is this, 
the teftimony of our confcience, that in (impli- 
city and godly (incerity, tiot with flefhly wilijom, 
but by the grace of Gkid, we have had our conver- 
fation in the world." Men cannot take it from 
us, John, xiv. 27. 

[4.] Sometimes they have great manifeftations 
of Chrift, evidences of the Lord's love raifing a 
high fpring-tide of joy in their fouls, greater thaa 
;^at which the whole congregation of the world en- 
joys, Pfal.iv. 6. 7. It -is joy unfpeakable, and full 
of glory, 1 Pet. i. 8. 

Q5.] Ii is A lightfonie way they walk in, whereas 
the other is dairkfomc ; the light of the Lord's 
word (hints in it. The Mahometans have a tra- 
dition, that Mofes' law and Chrift's gofpel were 
written firft with ink made of pure light. Sure 
the fcriptoie points out duty, as if it were written 
wiih a tun-beam. 

8. We call you from a labour againft yourfelves, 
to a labour for your advantage. We muft eitlier 
do the work of God or the devil. Every fin is a 
new impediment in your way to heaven, a new 
ftone hid on the wall of feparation. What a 
mad thing is it to be working out our damnation, 
inftead of our own falvation ! 

9. We call you not to more, but to other labour. 
We are all laborious creatures ; the greateft i^]er 

Pd^ \v 
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is in feme fort bnfy. Paul calls even them that 
work not at all, bttfy hodusy 2 TKeff. iu. 1 1. Out 
life is nothing but a continual fucceifion of actions, 
even as the fure is ever burning, and the rivers run- 
ning. It Is in fome refpedi impoffiblc to do mors 
than we do ; the watch runs as £afl when wrong 
lis when right. Why may we not then keep dsj 
liighway while we are travelling. — Confider, 

I o. 'rhat the fame pains that men are at to 
ruin themfelves, might poffibly ferve to fave them. 
There are difficulties in the way of fm as weU as of 
religion. Does not fm oftentimes bereave men of 
ilieir nights reft ? Are they more difturbed when 
communing ^^nth theirown fouJs,andwith God? Do 
not men draw fin as with cart-ropes? Ifa.v. i8. Why 
might not labour be employed in drawing the heart 
to God ? If men would- but change, and fuck as 
greedily and inceflantly at the breafls of God's 
confolations, as they do of the creature's, how 
liappy would they be !. 

Lijjllyy Confider that the labour in religion i$ 
not greater, nay, it is lefs than in fin, for religion 
contra dis our work to one thing : Luke, x. 41. 42. 
<< Martha, Martha, thou art careful and troubled 
about many things, but one thing is needful." 
Sinners have many lufts to pleafe, the faints have 
but one God to pleafe j the work of religion is all of 
a piece, fin not fo. There is a fwcet harmony 
bttv/ixt all the graces and all the" duties of reli- 
gion. But lufts are quite contrary^ and as they 
war againil grace, fo againft one another, James, 
iv. I. " From whence come wars^and fightings 
among you .'' come they not from hence, even 
of your luPcs that war in your members ?* 5o 
that the finner is dragged by one lull one wayi 
by another, another. Ai^d how hard is it to fcrve 
contrary mailers ! 

THB 
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THE SAME SUBJECT CONTINUED. 



SERMON XX. 



MaTTH. xi. 28. Come unto me^ alt ye 4hat labour^ 
and are heavy 4aden^ and I will ^ve you reft. 

I Now proceed to the confideration of 
Do€t4line II. That all who are out of Chrift, 
are under an heavy burden, whicb^ by all 
their labour, diey cannot (bake off. 

In illuftrating which, I fhall only, 
i. Offar a few obfervations. 
I-I« Make ibme pra&ical improvement; 

, 1. r 1 M to offer a few obfervationaj fach as, 
I That Satan ha*, a load On alt out of Chrift ; 
it is a load of finr Ifa. i. 4. « Ah> finful nation, a 
people laden with iniquity/' This toad is twofold : 
ij?, A load of guilt, Gen. iv. 13. « Aiid Cain 
faid unto Ac Lord, My punifhment is greater than 
I ean- bleary'' (Heb.//i.) Guilt is die heavieft load 
ever was on the fhoulders of nien or angdd. The 
fcriptures hold it forth, 

Ddj. v^:^ 
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(i.) As debt. He that is in debt is under a 
burden. It is the worft of debts, we cannot pay 
it, nor efcapc the hands <if our creditor ; yea, we 
deny the debt, care not for count and reckoning, 
we ware our creditor as much as we can ^ fa it 
(lands uncancelled. But it is a debt that muft 
be paid : 2 Theff. i. 9. <« Who fhall be punifhed 
widi everlafting deftrudion from the prefence of 
the Lord, and from the glory of his power." They 
(hall pay what juil ice demands. — It is repiefented, 

(2.) -As a yoke ti^d (aft on the (inner's neck; 
hence pardon is called a loofing of it, guilt being, 
as it were, cords of wrath^ whereby Ac (inner is 
bound over to God's wrath. Pardon is alfo called 
remiiBon or rdaxr.tion : Rom. iii. 25 *« To de- 
clare his righteoulnefs for the remiflion of fins that 
are paft, through the forbearance of God." — It is 
pointed out, 

(3.) As a burden : Hof. xiv. 2. ** Take away 
all iniquity." Take away, namely, as a burden 
off a man's back. Hence Chrift is faid to have 
borne our fins, the burden of the eledi's guilt being 
laid on his back. What a heavy load is it! {1.) 
It makes the whole creation groan, Rom. viii. 22. 
It caufed them take their pains five thoufand years 
(ince, and they are not yet delivered of their bur- 
den. All the groans that ever men gave on earth 
and in hell were under this burden ; it funk the 
whole world into ruin : « Chrift took our nature," 
to prevent us going down to the pit, Heb. ii. 16. 
(Cyreek, caught hold)^ as of a drowning man, not 
of the whole feed of Adam, for great part of it 
fell to tlie ground, but of the feed of Abraham, tlic 
cledl:. (2.) This load funk the fallen angels, made 
them fall as ftars from heaven to the bottomlefe 
pit. And what a load was it to Chrift, that made 

him 
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Inm fwcat as it were great drops of blood, that 
made him groan and die ! — It is, 

2///)7, A load, of fervitude to ImIIs, which of 
themfclves are heavy bu^den^ ; jthe very remainder 
of which made the gpoflle groan : Rom. vii. 24. 
<« O wretched man that I am ! who fhall deliver 
me froza the body of this death ?" What greater 
burden can be, than for a man to have a fwarm 
of unmortified corruptions hanging about him, 
whofe cravings he is ftill obliged to anfwer^ This 
is that which creates that weary labour, of which 
we have already fpokeii \ better a ^an were bur- 
dened with ferpents (licking in his flefli, than with 
thefe. — I obferve, 

2. Tlie Law has a load on the Chriftlefs finner^ 
and that^ 

(i .) A load of duties, as great and numerous as 
the commandment, which is exceeding broad, can 
lay on. Though they perform them not, yet they 
are bound upon them by the commandment 5 and 
they Ihall foon^r diffolve the whole fabric of the 
world, than make void this commandment. This 
is a heavy load. True, they that are in Chrift have 
a yoke of duties laid on them, but not by the law, 
but by Chrift. The difference is great 5 the law 
exafts perfeft obedience, but gives no ftrength 5 
Chrift, when claiming obedience to his law, gives 
ftrength for the performance, which makes it aa 
eafy obedience. — ^There is, 

(2.) A load of curfes : Gal. iii. lo. 5< Curfed is, 
every one that continue th not in all things written 
in the book of the law, to do them.'* Every com- 
mandment of the law is fenced widi a curfe, de- 
nounced agaiflft the breakers of it. How great 
muft be th« load, then,^ where every adion is a 
fin, and every fin brings a curfe ! This is a heavy 
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load, that makes the earth reel to and fro, like i 
drunkard, under the weight of it. — ^I obferve, 

3. That God has a load on the Chriftlefs finncr, 
tliat is, of wrath : Eph. ii. 3. «• And were by na- 
ture children of wradi." This is an abiding load : 
John, ill. 36* " He that believeth not the Son, 
(hall not fee life, but the wrath of Godabidethon 
him." This load is far heavier than mountains of 
brafs ; it is weightier than can be exprefled. 

II. I AM now to make fome pra6l:ical improve- 
ment. From ^frhat has been faid, I infer, 

I. That every one muft bear his own burden. 
There is no getting through tlie world with an even 
up back. If people will not take up Chrift's burden, 
they will bear a heavier one -, if they will not be 
Chrift's fervants, they muft be flaves to their lefts; 
if they will not take on the yoke of holinefs, tliey 
(hall bear a load of wrath ; if people will ftill flip 
the yoke of Chrift, God will wreathe the yoke of 
their tranfgreflions about tlitir neck, tha*t they fliall 
not get fliakeri off. We have given forry enter- 
tainment to Chrift's burden ;. it is too likely we 
may come to get one of another fort. Tlie enter- 
tainment we have given to Chrift's burden is like 
to wreathe a threefold yoke about our necks. For, 
(i.) We have had little tafte for the preaching 
of Chrift, the great myfteries of the gofpel. The 
preaching of fin and duty, as they call it, has been 
more defired than the preaching of the vitals of 
religion. I fear it be the plague of the generation, 
to get fuch preaching of (in and duty, as that the 
docSlrinc of Chrift and free-grace fall through be- 
tween the two, and the gofpel be turned into a 
fyftem of morality with us. 

(2.) We have little valued pure worfliip, it has 
been a b\«rden to us, ^tvd ^c have ^ound to fear 
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a burden of ^another fort, the tralh of men's in- 
ventions in Gk)d's worfliip. There is an attempt 
already made to fet up Dagon by the ark of God v 
and Gdd knows where it may ftop. If the cere- 
monies appointed by God himfelf were fuch, AdL$, 
XV. I o. <* as neither our fathers nor we were able 
to bear," what muft they be that arc laid on by 
men ? 

(3.) God took the yoke of the enemy's opprcC- 
fion off our necks, for which we have been very 
unths&nkful. It is very like that God intends to 
lay it on again, that we may know the worth of 
our defpifed mercy : Hof. xi. 4. 5. " I drew them 
with cords of a man, with bands of love, and I 
was to them as they that take off the yoke on their 
jaws, and I laid meat unto them. He fhall not 
return into the land of Egypt, but tlie Aflyrian 
fhall be his king, becaufe rfiey refufed to return." 
— ^We may hence lament, 

a. The cafe of the generation living without 
Chrift, heavy-laden, but not fenfible of their bur- 
den, Ifa. i. 4. J compare ver. 3, both already quo- 
ted. Sin fits light upon people, they reign as 
kings without Chrift ; the law^s authority does not 
draw them away to Chrift 5 and though wrath lies 
heavy, they feel it uot. Oh ! what is the matter ? 
They never feel the weight of it, nor once feriouily 
put the queftion to themfelves. What fhall we do 
to be faved ? They are taken up with fo many 
things, that their foul's cafe cannot come into their 
minds. Again, they have a dead foul, and a ftupid 
confcience, they complain not. Men's fpiritual 
fenfcs are bound up, and a feared confcience, got 
by finning over the belly of daily warnings, is the 
plague of the generation. Well, but when con- 
fcience is awakened, people will find their fores ; 
when drops of wrath fall on the confcience. 
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it will make a fearful hifling : Ifa. xxxtii. 14. « The 
finners in Zion are afraid, fearfulnefs hath fur- 
pnfed the liypocrites ^ who .among us (hall dwell 
with die devouring fire ? who among us ihall 
dweH with everlafting burnings ?** — ^I only exhort 
you, . 

3. To labour to be fenfible of your burden, and 
to be concerned to get rid of it. Is there not a bur* 
den of fin upon- your backs ? mind that you have 
to do with it.— Confider, That heaven's gate 
is ftrait, and will not let in a man with a burden 
of unpardoned, unmortified fin on his back. The 
wide gate is that which only will afford room for 
fuch. OiF it muft be, or they will never fee hea- 
ven. — Confider again, all that they can do will not 
(hake it off, the bonds .of iniquity are ftrongerthan 
to be broken with their weak arms 5 all die moi- 
fture of their bodies, diflblved into tears, will not 
wa{h it off. — Confider, finally, it will never fall 
off of its own accord. Age coming on may wear 
off the violence of fome luits, but the guilt remains, 
and the root of fin. Death itfelf will not put it 
off, for it will lie down, and alfo rife with you> 
and cleave to you through eternity. 

What fhall we do then ? What more proper 
than come to Chrift .? He, and he only, can eafc 
you of your burden. This brings us forward to 
the invitation itfelf: Come unto me all ye that la^ 
hour^ and are heavy-laden ,- which we have ex- 
preffed in 

DocT. III. That whatever fmful and vain labours 
finners are engaged in, whatever be the loads 

r^k'^A ^^^ ^^"^^ ^" ^^^^' ^^^y ^^^ welcome to 
thrift ; he calls them to come to him, and in 
^ming they fhall obtain reft.— Or more ihorriy 

The 
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llie devil's drudges and burden-bearers, even the 
word of themj are welcome to come to Chrift, 
and ihali find reft in him. — ^In opening which, 
I fliall in general (hew, 

I. What is meant by coming to Chrift. 

II. I fliall more particularly attempt to unfold 
the import of the invitation, in the feveral points 
ifeducible from the text. 

III. I fhall consider what is that reft which 
Chrift pronwfes, and will give to fuch as come to 
him. 

JV. I (hall make fome praftical improvement. . 

I. I SHALL (hew what in general is meant by co- 
ming to Chrift. To come to Chrift ij to believe 
on him : John, vi. 35. <^ And Jefus faid unto 
them, I am the bread of life ;. he that cometh to 
me fhall never hunger, and he that believeth on 
me ihall never thirlt.** Unbelief is the foul's de- 
parting, not from a living law, but from the living 
God, Heb. iii. 12. Chrift is the Lord, God is in 
him, he calls finners to come to him ; faith an- 
fwers the call, and fo brings back the foul to God 
in Chrift. Now, the fcripture holds forth Chrift 
many wrays anfwering to this notion of coming to 
him' by faitli. And that you may fee your privilege 
and call, I ftiall hold forth fome^ of diefe to you. 
' I. The devil's drudges and turden-bearers arc 
welcome to Chrift, as the great gift of the Father 
to finners, to come and take it;,: John, iii. 16. 
« God fo loved' the world, that he gave his only^ 
begotten Son, that whofoever believetli on hin> 
might not perifh, but have everlafting life." The 
world was broken by Adam ; God fends Chrift as 
an up-making gift, and tl}e vvorft of you are wel- 
come to him, yea, he bodes (urges) himfelf upon you". 
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Come to him, then^ ye broken impovcriflici 
foulsj that have nothing left you but poverty, 
wants, and dd»t. — Such are to come to him, 

2. As the great Phyfician of fouls : Matth. ix. 
1 2. *^ They that be whole need not a pbyficiaiii 
but thcythat'are fick/' Chri ft in the gofpel<:omes in- 
to the world as to an hofpital of fin-Sck fpuls, ready 
to adminifter a ^ure to thofe that will come to him 

' for it. Our difeafes are many, all of them deadly, 
but he is willing and able to cure them alL He is 
lifted up on the pole of the gofpel, and fays, 
'< Look unto me, and be ye faved, all the ends of 
the earth ; for I am God, and there is Jione die/' 
Ifa. xlv. 22. Such ihould come to him, 

3. As the Satisfying food of the foul : Ifa. Iv, i. 
— 3. «< Ho, every one that thirftetli, come ye to 
the waters ; and he that hath no money, come yc, 
buy and eat, yea, come, buy wine and milk, with- 
out money, and without price. Wherefore do yc 
fpend money for that which is not bread ? and your 
labour for that which fatisfieth not ? hearken dili- 
gently unto me, and eat that which is good, and 

^et your foul delight itfelf in fatnefs. Incline your 
ear^ and come unto me ; hear, and your foul ihall. 
live J and I will make an everlafting covenant with 
you, .even the fure mercies of David." The foul 
is an empty thing, and has hungry and diirfty de- 
fires to be fatisfied ; the creatures cannot fatisfy, 
Chrift can : John, vi. 35. " My flelh (fays he) is 
meat indeed, and my blood is drink indeed." God 
has made a feaft of fat things in Chrift, in him all 
the cravings of the foul may be fatisfied 5 there are 
no angels to guard the tree of life ; no feal on this 
fountain : Zech. xiii. i. « In that day, there fhall 
be a fountain opened to the hdufe of David, and to 
the inhabitants of Jerufalem, for fin and forunclean- 
nefe." There is no inclofure about this flower of 

glory, 
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glory, Cant. ii. i. Here is the carcafe, — where arc 

the eagles that fliould gather togctlier ? Such 

come to Chrilt, 

4. As one on whom they may reft : Song, viii. 
5. " Who is this that cometh up from the wilder- 
nefs, leaning on her Beloved ?" We are not able 
to do our own turn, but on him we fhould rely : 
2 Chron. xvi. 8. " Bccaufe thou didft rely on the 
Lord, he delivered thine enemies into thine hand.** 
Guilt makes the mind in a fluftuating condition. 
By coming to Jefus we 'are ftayed, as is a fliip at 
anchor. In, or from ourfelves, wc have nothing for 
juftification and fandlification. God has laid help 
upon one that is mighty; the weary foul is welcome 
to reft in him. Such come to him, 

5. As one on whom they may caft their bur- 
.dens : Pfal. Iv. 22. " Caft thy burden on the Lord, 
and he fliall fuftain thee." The foul is heavy-la- 
den, while out of Chrift ; Jefus holds forth the ever- 
lafting arms, Deut. xxxiii. ay. faitli fettles down 
on them, cafting the foul's burden upon them ; 
« Come (fays he) \rith all your mifery, debts, beg- 
gary, and wants, I have ftioulders to bearthem all 5 
I will take on the burden, ye fliall get reft.' He 
is content to marry the poor widow. — Such come 
to him, 

"6. As one in whom they may find refuge : Heb. 
vi. 1 8. " Who have fted for refuge, to lay hold on 
the hope fet before us." The law, as the avenger 
of blood, purfues the foul. Chrift is that city of 
refuge, where none can have power againft theni. 
The gates are never fliut ; here is a refuge from 
the la\^', from juftice, and from the revenging 
\iTath of God. Here is ihelter under the wing« 
of Chrift ^ how willing is he to gatlier his people, 
as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings ! — 
Such come to him, 

Vol. L E c "^^ k% 
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•. ^^< :r:c ''r. whom tb« foul may at length find 
-;::^ : V'.:.'. vxivii. •. ««' Reft in the Lord, and 
rv :.z ;.^ v:-w'v :lr >."n' ~ Ine foul out of Chrift is 
::r 1 -^'.fcicts '.hir^. ilill ihitting from one creature 
r,* iirvLhcr. -i:c rrrvf-.r^ ccctint in any. But by co- 
■x.rz j: OriL uic icul takes up its eternal reft in 
MiiT^ mil >«r bcornxs ^ ccvering of the eyes to it. 
W»; X-;: js^i sica La .& firrcr, ftill changing beds ; 
Jixx ic Jom cat cf ti'tc ark, wc have no reft, till 
wc ^vnw X* CSnil. — Such come to Chrift, 

:J. .^* i j::.-I:ac»l : Mattb* xxii. 4. « All things 
■ir: rrjcy* ccirc unto the tnarriagc.** Your Maker 
id ccrcorc r^* S: yccr holLand^ Pfal. xlv. 10. Mi- 
cjLur^ irx Jcr:. ij Abnham's fervant, to feek a 
t>:t:J: fee C:ru:» He U willing to match with 
^rc wcri* tic r .ciTJcft cf you 5 he feeks no dowry ; 
be W Ksu ricbcn. Ac moll boncurable, the moft 
?crc:ir .L::id Ic^rut^ KttlurLj,— Such come to Chrift, 

r.^.'^»^ A< i rcw^U ^^cliv^^r. Chrift ftands 
^: CUT J---- :V:>occr:?» as in Ifa. Ixi. i. « pro- 
c; iir *.;-.' ^ >/x"rt^ rv> t*^ ciptive, and the opening 
ct :r.s: rnu :i :c chcm rhic ire bound." All who 
cccx :c h:rs jl:> in i Cor. riu. 5. firft give tlieir 
own :V>v::i u:;rc rhc Ixrvi. Whofoever will come 
tv"* J^fus. r:utt giTC up ihemKives to him. It is 
:!;<: wvr*v 0: r£:h. :o i::\e up the foul to Chrift, 
thi: h^ iv.iv uvc it, chit he may open the prifon- 
cccrs riko the prcT trcr.i t^ mighty, and deliver 
the liwiui c^pd\~e. 
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THE SAME SUBJECT CONTINUED, 



SERMON XXI. 



Mati^h. XI. 28. Come unto we, all ye that labour, 
and are heayy-laden, and I will give you re/l. 

T T AviNG very briefly confidered what it is to 
1 1 come to'Chrift, by pointing out under 
what charadlers we arc to come to him, and the 
confequent improvement which this coming de- 
notes, in order to explain the invitation here given 
more particularly, I gp on, as was propofed, 

IL To unfold its import, viewed in the feveral 
parts of which the text confifts. 

You will accordingly obfervc, that there is in 
the text, the charafters invited, — the labouring and 
heavy-laden ; there is the invitation itfelf, come unto 
me i by whom the invitation is given, by Chrijl ; 
and the encouragement propofed to their comply-, 
ing with it, / will give you rejh . All thefe con- 
fidered complexly, in our view, import the follow- 
ing things. 

I. That all men naturally are at a diftancefrom 
God i if it were not fo, they needed not be hid 
E e 2 ^^xcss.* 
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come. Tliis is not a diftance of place, but a re- 
lative diftance, a diftance of oppofition, which lies 
in thefe three things. 

(i.) The origmal union between God and 
man is blo^^m up ; they were united in a covenant 
ox works, whereby they had common friends and 
tiitmirs. This was the firft marriage- covenant, 
but Adam broke it, and fo broke off from God. 
Hence God drove him out of paradife, as a divor- 
ced woman out of the houfe of her hufband,'fpoilcd 
of all her ornaments. 

(2.) The hearts of men are naturally turned from 
God, and are a mafb of enmity againft him : Rom. 
viii. 7. " Bccaufe the carnal mind is enmity againft 
God, for it is not fubje<a to the law of God, nei- 
ther indeed can be." There is a perfed contra- 
riety betwixt the nature of God and ours. That 
firft fin of Adam has been a little leaven, that hadi 
quite foured tlie whole lump of mankind ; fo tliat 
we are not only away, but far off from the Lord ; 
Eph. ii. 13. « Without God in tlie world." 

(3.) The foul is ftill going farther and farther 
from God in the whole of our life, while indiat 
flate : Heb. iii. i^. "Take heed, brethren, left 
there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, 
in dcprirting from the living God." Every fin is a 
ftep farther fmm God •, therefbre the gofpel-cali 
is after them that are running away, that they may 
return to the Lord. We are on the road leading to 
deftruflion, and moving very fwiftly, as the water, 
the more it runs, the farther it is removed from 
the fountain-head whence it came. 

From what has been now obfervad, we may 
learn the finfulnefs and mifery of our natural 
Hate. It is our duty and privilege to be near God ; 
to be far from him muft then be our, fin and mi- 
fery. 
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fcry. No wonder, then, wc be dead, that we can 
do no good wliile in this ftate of fcparation from 
Cod. God alfo Is departed from us, Jer. vi. "j. 
Will not thi*3 end in eternal feparation, if we re- 
turn not ? — The invitation imports, . 

2. That if you have a mind to meet and unite 
with God again, you muft meet with him in Chrift, 
and unite with God in him. « All things (lays 
Jcfus) are delivered unto me of my Father. Come 
therefore unto me, all ye that labour, and arc 
heavy-laden, and I will give you reft." Would 
you have peace, pardon, and every blefling ? you 
muft come to him for it. God has condefcended 
fo far to forward the meeting, that lie has come 
down, and dwelt in the flefii of Chrift, there to 
wait finners, to promote their meeting with him : 
2 Cor. V. 19. *< God is in Chrift, reconciling the 
world unto himfelf." He needed not to have 
come fo far, but of his own free grace he has done 
it ; but he will never come farther. There, then, 
and only ther6, (inners may meet him ; God is in 
him, and is there to make up the peace through 
him ; and if you will not come to him, and meet 
God there, you fliall never fee his face in peace. — 
Here it may be proper to fliew, that this is God'^s 
contrivance for re-uniting with finners that are by 
Cm far from him ; and that there is no other way. 
Tliis appears, 

( I.) Froni plain fcripture-teftimony : John, xiv. 
6. ** 1 (faid Jefus) am the way, the truth, and 
the life ; no man cometh to the Father, but by me." 
He is the great Secretary of heaven, by whom a- 
Iqne you can be brought into the King's prefence : 
Eph. ii. 1 f . " For through him we both have ac-^ 
cefs by one Spirit unto the Father." The keys of 
the houfe of David hang at his girdle. 

(2;) If there were any other wa^ ot comvcv% Aa 
E e o C^^^ 
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Grd a^r.in, it behoved to be one of thefe two : el* 
tr-tr, 1,7, lly fatisfyirg the law according to di2 
firil covenant -, but that is impoflible for us, feeing 
we cannot give perfccl obedience, nor fatisfy juf- 
tice for the fins we r.rc guilty of. Gal. iii. lo. oftrai 
r^uotcd : Or, 2^/r, in a way of mere mercy, for 
mercy's fake. But this cannot be: for, — The 
juftice of God neccflarily requires fatisfa£tion, and 
God will not difpenfe his mercy in prejudice of 
his juftice : Pfal. v. 5. « The foolifh fliall not ftand 
in thy fight, and thou h»te(l all the' workers of ini- 
quity." One part of the charaSer of God is, that 
•« he will by no means clear the guilty," namely, 
without fatisfacl:ion. The law is already made, 
fenced with threatenings of eternal wrath, and it 
is broken ; God'3 juflice and truth are both, in ?on- 
feqiience, engaged to fee the threatening accom- 
pli ihed. — Again, God's laft will and tefl^ment is 
already made, and fealed by the death of his Son, 
but there is no fuch way propofed in it 5 no mercy 
but in Chtilt; yea, God has declared they fhall 
have no mercy that come not to Chrift : Matth. 
xvi. 16. " He that belie vcth, and is baptifed, fhall 
be faved ; but he that believeth not (hall be damn- 
ed." — JNToreover, the very providing of this way 
mrkcs it evident that tliere is no other. Were 
tliere another way of bringing fmners to God, 
would not an infinitely wife God, and a loving Fa- 
tlicr, Iiave fetched a compafs, and difpenfed with the 
blood of his own Son ? If any could have been fpared, 
it might have been expedled that He would -, but, 
Rom. viii. 32. " God fpared not his own Son, but 
delivered him up to the death for us all.'* — Finally, 
ever fince Adam was driven out of paradife, this 
has been held forth as the only way, as in the firfl 
promife. Abel's acceptance was by it, Heb. xi. 4. 

Jcfus 
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Jefus is the only propitiatory, where God fpcaks 
in meicy to finncrs. 

Here I miglit alfo ihew, what a fuitable contri- 
vance this is, for the purpofe of uniting God and 
finners. — It is mod fuitable : For, 

1. It is fuited to God's honour, the glory of his 
divine perficclions : Heb. ii. 10. « For it became 
him, for whom are all things, and by v/hom are 
^11 things, in bringing many fons unto glory, to 
make the Captain of their falvation perfect through 
fufFcrings." God, with the fafcty of his honour, 
may be reconciled to tlie worlt of finners in Chrill ; 
yea, the glory of all his perfeftions (hines forth 
molt illuilrioufly in the myltcry of Chrift ; tliere 
would be HO fafety in this plan, if it were not fo. 

2. It is fuited to the comfort of the finner, the 
contrivance being fuch, that it anfwers all the ne- 
cefTities of tlie fmner : Rev. iii. i8. "I counfel 
tliee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou 
mayeft be rich, and white raiment, that thou 
mayeft be cloathcd, and tliat the fhame of thy na- 
kednefs do not appear, and anoint thine eyes wi^ 
eye-falve, that thou mayeft fee." So that the foul 
may confidently come to God by Chrift, who can 
-do fuch things for iu 

Let us more particularly confider this contri- 
vance of the finner's coming to^ and uniting with 
God, by coming to Chrift. — With this view, we 
obferve, 

I. That Chrift is a fubftantial Mediator, partaking 
of both natures. He is the Father's fellow, yet bone 
of our bone. The worft of men are fibber * to 
heaven than the fallen angels ; fcMr « Jefus took 
not upon him the nature of angels, but the feed 
of Abraham." Here is the true ladder, the foot of 
which, his humanity, is fet on the e^id\.)\\k.^.c^'^5& 

^ More ncirly related. 
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, which, his divinity, reaching to heaven, Gen.xxviii. 
above which the Lord ftands -making the cove- 
nant. If it confifted with the honour of God, 
for tlie divine nature to take into perfonal u- 
nion with itfelf. the human nature, it is equally 
confillent to take men into myflical union with 
tlie divine pcrfon of our Immanuel, upon this 
foundation. And when fmners fee the firft, they 
are encouraged to look for the fecond in Chrift. 

2. In Chrift juftice is fatisfied: He faid, « It is fi- 
niihed." In him God has had prefented to him a 
facrifice to offended juftice, a fatisfaftion to his 
law. God cxafted, and he anfwered, till the 
utmoft.farthing was paid: Gal. iii. 13., "Chrift 
hath redeemed us from the curfe of the law, having 
been made a curfe for us ;" and he got up the 
difcharge. The (inner has in him a defence a- 
gainft juftice, an everlafting righteoufnefs, in 
which God may behold the fmner, and be well ' 
pleafed with him, and the finner may fee God, 
and yet live. Mercy has a free vent in him, and 
pardons run freely through his blood. We obferve, 

3. That the covenant is made with him in his 
blood; and all the promifes of the covenant, all tlie 
benefits of it, (inners have at the fecond hand, Gal. 
iii. 16. God has laid up all in him :'2 Cor. i. 20. 
« For all the promifes of God in him, are yea, 
and in him amiert, to the glory of God by us." 
i^inrtets are to conie to him for faving blcflnigs, 
and to take them from him as the purchafe of his 
blood : John, v. 22. Our righteoufnefs, pardon, 
peace, are all in him, « who of Gcid is made linto us 
wifdoiii, righteoufriefs, fanftification, and redemp- 
tion," I Cor. 1. 30. Grace is in him, " for of 
his fulftefs have all we received, and grace for 

£ace," John, i. 16. Glory i§ from him : " The 
>rd tVin give grace and gloi^.'' 
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4. By this means, the grace of God is exalted* 
It is to the praife of the glory of his grace. '^This 
is neceflary for the glory of God in the fecond co- 
venant, and for the finner's comfort, which could 
not be promoted nor fecured except in this way. 

5. Here the matter is made fure ; God is fure 
of the fmner, and the finner fure of his union with 
God : fuch as are built upon this foundation, made 
members of him, Jefus will lofe none of them. From 
what has been flated, I would infer, 

(c.) That all who come to Chrift fliall come 
back to'the ftate of union and communipn with 
God, through him who knits heaven and earth, 
rent afunder by Adam's fm. Let your fins be 
never fo great, thefe (hall not flop it, for the cry 
of his blood is. louder in God's ears, than that of 
our fins. — Infer, 

(2.) That they that never come to Chrift, fhall 
never fee God in mercy. Meet they may, but it will 
be a fad meeting, a meeting as of a malefaftor 
with an inexorable judge, dry flubble with con- 
fuming fire, where our leaf will be as rottenriefs, 
and the blofibms of Chriftlefs duties go up as duft. 

Thus you fee there is but one door to God ; 
but what if it be (hut ? No 5 it is open. For the 
invitation imports, 

3. That finners are welcome to come to Chrift, 
that they may unite with God by him 5 Chrift is 

ready to receive you on your coming. As to 

this, confider, 

(i.) Chrift has made a long journey to meet 
with finners. What brought him out of the Fa- 
ther's bofom into the world, but to bring finners 
to himfelf, and fo back to God again ? What was 
the errand of the great Shepherd, but to feek 
them, even them that were ftraying on the moun- 
tains 
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tains of vanity ? Luke, xix. " For the fon of man 
IS come to feck and to fave tliat- which was loft.'* 
Confuler, 

(2.) How dear it coft him to purchafe your 
iinivon with God by him, 2 Cor. v. 21. " For 
lie hath m?Je Him, who knew no fin, to be 
fin for us, that we might be made the righ- 
teoufncf. of God in him." Though ye fhould 
little value his blood, he will not unden'alue it 
himfclf ; for finners it was fhed, and will he not 
welcome the reward of it, the fruit of the travail 
of his foul ? Why were his arms ftretched on z 
crofs, and his fide pierced through, but that lie 
might open up our way to God ? Confider, 

(3.) How near loft finners lay to Chrift's heart, 
that he would refufe no hardfhip, in order that he 
might fee the travail of his foul. His love was 
ancient love ; from eternity, *^ his delights were 
with the fons of men," Prov. viii. 3 1 . j fee his 
choice, Heb. xii. 2. ; and therefore, when he was 
to fufFer, his heart was upon the work : Luke, xii. 
'50. " I have a baptifm to be baptifed with, and 
how am I ftraitened till it be accomplifhed ?" Ja- 
cob's love to Rachel fhewed itfelf by his long fer- 
vice for her, which fecmed to him but a few days. 
Confider, 

(4.) Why has he fet up a miniftry in the world, 
hut to bring finners to himfelf ? Matth. xxii. 3. 
<< And he fent forth his fervants to call them that 
were bidden to the wedding." He would not 
have left ambafTadors to treat with finners in his 
name, if he were not willing to receive them, nay, 
were he not anxious that they fhould come to 
him. Confider, 

(5.) He heartily invites you to come to him; as 
in the text; in Ifa. Iv. I. "Ho ! every one that 

thirfteth, 
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thirfteth, ccme ye to the waters, and he that harfi 
nonicney, come ye, buy and eat, yea, come, buy 
wine and milk, without money and without price, ' 
and in Rev. iii. 2. " Behold, I ftand at the door 
and knock, if any man hear my voice, and open 
.the door, I will ccme in to him, and will iup with 
him, and he with me." Thefe invitations look not 
like one who cares not whether finners come or 
not, far lefs like one who is not willing to receive 
them. Confider, 

(6.) The earneftnefs of the invitations 5 he deals, 
with finners as. one that will not take a nay-fay: 
Luke, xiv. 23. " Compel them to come in, that 
ray houfe may be filled." Kc not only knocks, 
but (lands and knocks : ftrives with finners by his 
word, his providences, and the motions of his 
Spirit J anfwers their objections, Ifa. l\. i. and 
downwards ; while none can refi^fe, but thofe that 
rufli wilfully on in their ruin^ as in Ezek. xxxiii. 1 1. 
*« As I live, faith the Lord God, I have no jplea- 
fure in the death of the wicked, but that the 
wicked turn from his way and live : turn ye, turn 
ye, from your wicked ways, for wljy will ye die^ 
O houfe of Ifrael ?" Confider, 

(7.) How he complains of tlufc that will not. 
come : John, v. 40. " And ye will not come unto 
me, that ye might have life." He fpeaks as one that 
has been working in vain : Ifa. xlix. 4. <* I have la- 
boured in vain, I have fpcnt my ftrenglh for 
nought and^in vain." He complains of Jerufalem, 
Matth. xxiii. 37.; yea, he weeps over obllinate in- 
corrigible finners, Luke, xix. 41. 42. " And when 
he came near, he beheld the city, and wept over 
it, faying. If thou hadfl known, even thou at leafh ^ 
in this thy day, the things which belong unto thy 
peace \ but now they are hid from thine eyes." 
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Sure he has loft no bowels of compaflion by go- 
ing to heaven j they flow out as freely and ten- 
derly as ever. — Confider, 

(8.) He commands finners to come to him. 
The invitations are all commands ; they are moft 
peremptory : i John, iii. 23. " This is his com- 
mandment, that we fhould believe on the name of 
his Son, Jefus Chrift.^' If you do it not, you can 
do nothing that will pleafe him : John, vi. 29. 
<< Jefus anfwered and faid unto them, This is the 
work of God, that ye believe on him whom he 
hath fent." And he leaves it on us with the moft 
dreadful certification : Mark, xvi. 1 6. " He that 
believeth not fhall be damned." And hence it 
follows, that the hearers of the gofpel who periili, 
are inexcufable ; the door was open, but they 
would not enter in. — The invitation imports, 

4. That the worft of finners are^welcome toQirift: 
however great their burden of fin and mifery be, 
it is no lilnderance in their way to come to Chrift. 
Where all are invited, none are excluded. But 
upon this I do not enlarge here, having infifted 
upon it at fome length, when difcourfing upon 
Joel, iii. 10.* All that I fliall juft now obi'erve 
is, that this confideration fhould ftiame you out 
of your flighting of Chrift, and ftrike at the root 
of that bitter defpair which lodges in the breafts 
of many, who are yet far enough from abfolute de- 
fpair of their cafe. — ^Tlie invitation imports, 

5. That Chrift allows finners to come to him, 
rather on account of the defperatenefs of their cafe, 
than other wife : Come unto me^ all ye that labour^ 
and are heavy-laden. As if he had faid, « Ye have 
been labouring, and yet can get no reft •, let that 
engage you to come to me. Sit down, and con- 
fider 

*■ Whether this difccurfe belong, or not, to the CoU 
ie(5^ion now publidiing, cannot as yet be afccrtained. 
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fider your cafe, if nothing elfe will prevail with 
you, let the defperatenefs of your difeafe bring 
you to the great Phyfician." You are cordially wel- 
come to do fo. For, confider, 

(i,) That it is for this very end God drfcovers 
the word of a man's cafe to himfelf, drives him 
to his wit's end, in order that he may begin to be 
wife : Hof. ii. 6. « Therefore, behold, I will hedge 
up thy way with thorns, and make a wall, that ihc 
(half not find her paths." Ver. 7. « Then fhall fhe 
fay, I will go and return to my firft hulband, for 
then W7LS it better with me than now." — Confider, 
(2.) That Chrift has made offers of himfelf to 
thofe in the worfl of cafes: Ifa. i. 18. « Come 
now, and let us reafon together, faith the Lord ; 
though your fins be as fcarlet, they fhall be ffhite 
as fndw ; though they be red like crimfon, they 
(hall be as wool." And he holds out himfelf as a 
Saviour in particular' for t^jefe, Rev. iii. 17. 18. 
Ifa. Iv. 7.— -Confider, 

(3.) Such have been made welcome, who have 
employed fuch arguments with him : Pfal. xxv. 11. 
" For thy name's fake, pardon mine iniquity, for 
it is verv great 5" and fo alfo in the cafe of the Ca- 
naanitifn woman with Jefus, Matth. xv. 26. — 28. 
Confider, 

(4.) He has the more glory, the "hiore defperatc . 
that the cafe is ; none fee the flars fo well as from 
the bottom of a deep pit. His power is th^ 
greater to pardon, his grace to overcome, when 
tfiere is mofl occafion for thefe being difplayed ; 
it is the worfl of difcafes, tliat do befl proclaim 
the phyfician's fkill, when a cure is efFedlcd. 

From what has been jufl now obfervcd, we 

may fee and admire the divine condefcenfion, that 

Chriflis fo willing to take the finner in, when he fees 

himfelf cafl out at all doors, can get reft no where 

Vol. I. yf e&j^^ 
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»'i' ili*r 1:0 «i)I ^ivc }-lm reit, ar.ri rrncr:r? ut 
iii»-iK . ^iJA.'i f-k !-. ^'-i l-f I" /.I! oo no i^eTT'. — . vica 
he V iti "Mlio MO *i!ci liiifr. — ficT'.c-f? inn nrr, 
l'*'\\ .♦ !.• A/ .':\ iMvIk'irt ulc cf the iiiarariij ir 
Y^«»- V ;.»\ ^\.- : '..» i.'kc i«p tl.tl'j i^u.rr/.^ilr*.i ■:ii.:c».» 
: . .MVN I' i-.Ki\„:»'s i!i>ur uith tJicm •, a; :r.-.ui 
I \ ' I »* iivwilitv, and thj i.io.-j th:ir rre i:uriiLi 
:»:k x'"'. i":v r\! ; r.\uri!y lo go :o Cr,riit v.ri ':l. 
;»ix» II > rvXv-i ri^ht con;ing to Chmc, waici 
KtMx- o: t»"i 'K .iK»nc proiluceth ; but Icve xi* 
tiv: . xM*^ '• I Mvik, x^liuh torior begins, and wbci 
wlun t^vi" -^^ Hol\ Spirit it leads to. Inawcri, 
w; ::. .rl-u'Ui'vlv iticxoiUcable, that come net 3 
V''u» ■ . iv \\»vvr K i:V what Kt will. 
I i.v'v. :,v .w ,<• wluc VI US propcfcd, 

;\ W .;:. r; wu^, t;* c^pluixi the nature c( ihzt 
\\\'. \\\^k\\ <li^\\ j;r.uuHiliy promlfcs, and which 
Vv .^';i::\ ^.ws u» ^^iv'Ii labouring and hea\'y-l£- 
,-v K N, :. '.u.'\ vvnu* to Lim. And here it 

»::;.;■.■; Ln. ^u-xiwv;, lixat tluTC is 3 Fcft whlch thcy 

'M t\ • :\v i:^ ^' -ul » a Kit Iicr^r, and a reit hereafter. 
\r i.-..^ ::.v » v'lv i* a toun'oid ull to be had in 
C: li A •..;*:. 

! r: ..\|Vvi V t ii:\ Ihc rtll Chrift gives from 

I ' \ t\ 'r »:o:m cJv liuilc of fin. Guilt is a 
; s.- Av . , •. ' • . vv ' ' :t ^ k i '.c- vvnic icucc » wliich makes it 
lo t * . '^i^i i ..» ^; km:^ jJ'.c uo rtll, as in the cafe 
i't V. ;> ^ ,:{\i l'.\-.,:'i. •irui /.'I'o wiih thole, liSts^ ii. 
:-. •• ri;. N vciv i'.vxvvl :i\ their hearts." This, 
vw'iUii it u-.U:s u".J txvvii>vs in^'r.oveabJe, is ilic 
S f \;'. ^ i • . i; V. V : » '.^ v\ 1 lo'i I . ^ hu It gives relt from it, 
livl\ :\. ...; 1 < WvKM piuY,\.> the coiucience fn^ni 
dead VkO ;'*.<. The vv^iuu'SKv, v.i;cn hke the R- 
girg k'l, i> ll.iv\!l^y him: lu. U ii. iS. 19. "I 
ha\c Ktii hii w.:v<. a.:u will 1x^:1 iJUi ; 1 wil! lejd 

hi.T. 
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liin alfo, and reftore comforts unto him and to hi4 
mourners. I create the fruit of the lips j Peace, 
peace to him that is far ofF, and to him that is 
near, faith tlue Lord ; and I will heal hliit." The 
foul fiiKls this reit in the wounds of Chpift, for, 
•* by his ftripes we arc healed," Ih, liii. 5. Inc 
blood of Jeliis Chrift, God's own Son, cleaiifes 
from all fin^ The foul^ dipped in this fountain is^ 
wafhed from this porfon, and is delivered from- 
this (ling of guilt. — ^I'here is reft, 

(2.) From tJic reigning power of fin: Rom. vi. 
14. " For fin fhaH not have dominion over you." 
Sin on the throne makes a confufed reftlel's foul,, 
like the raging fea, continually caftlng out mire 
and dirt.. Chrift, by his .Spirit's efficacy, turns fm 
off the throne, and r^ftores reft, to the foul. He 
cafts do\vn tiicfe Egyptian taCi-mafters, and thus 
the foul enters into his reft: Heb. iv. 10- " For 
lie that is entered into his veft, he alfo hath cer;fed 
from his own works, as God did from his." In 
the day of the foul's coming tor Chrift, he ads 
like a King, fetting aU in order in the kingdom, 
tiiat was a mere heap of confufion before his ac- 
cefljon to the throne. — ^Ther-c is in Chrift, 

2. Reft, from the law j not that he makes them 
lawkfs, but that he takes off from them tlie in- 
feipportablc yoke of the law, and gives them cafe, 
— He does fo, 

(i.) Frona the burden of law-duties, which, 
are exadied* in all perfection, under the pain of 
the curfe, while no ftrcngth is furniihed where- 
with to fulfil them : Rom. vii. 4. " Wherefore, 
my brethren, ye alfo are become dead to the law 
by the body of Chrift." This is the yoke on all 
men's necks naturally; Chrift. put his neck in this 
yoke, and bare it, fatisfying the law's demands 
completely, and fo frees all tjiat come to him from 
■ F f ^ ^>^ 
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this fervice. Chrift carries his people without the 
dominions of the law. — ^He docs fo, 

(2.) From the curfe of the law : Gal. iii. 13. 
«« Chrift hath redeemed us from the curfe of the law, 
having been made a curfe for us." Rom. viii. i. 
•' There is,therefore,nowno condemnation to them 
that are in Chrift Jefus." Thefe that come^ to him, he 
takes from off them that curfe which they are under, 
and gives them his blefling, which he hath me- 
rited ; carries them from mount Sinai to mount 
Zion, where they hear the blood of Jcfus fpeaking 
peace, filencing the demands of vengeance, -and , 
affording a refuge for the opprefled. — There is in 
Chrift, - 

3. 'Reft from that weary labour in which perfons 
are engaged when in queft o^happinefs, leading the 
foul to the enjoyment of God: Pfal.cxvi.7. "Return 
unto thy reft, O my foul ! for the Lord hath dealt 
bountifully with thee." ' The foul, reftlel*s in feek- 
ing happinefs among the creatures, he leads to God, 
the fountain of all perfeftion, opening their eyes, 
as he did Hagar's, to fee the well, and bringing 
them into the enjoyment of all good in him, u- 
, liiting the foul with himfelf ; where, 

(i.) The foul finds a reft of fatisfaftion from 
Chrift, which it can find in no other quarter what- 
ever, for the foul finds a reft of fatisfaftion from 
him, when by faith it is fet on the breafts of his 
confolations. In thefe there is an objeft ade- 
quate to all the defires of the foul, anfwering all 
its needs ; thus, Prov. xiv. 14. " A good man 
fhall be fatisfied from himfelf." There is the 
triumph of faith in the enjoyment of God : Phil, 
iv. 1 8. " But thave all and abound." — ^The foul 
finds, 

(2.) A reft in hun of fettled abode, infbmuch, 

that 
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Aat the foul goes not abroad, as it was wont, a- 
Jtiong the creatures for fatiafa<9:ioii : John, iv. 14. 
« But whofoevcr drinketh of the M'^ater that I 
fliall give him, fhall never thirft ; but the water 
that I fhall give him, fhall be in him a well of 
water fpringirig up to everlafting life." Chrift 
becomes precious to the foul. Like the releafed 
lady, that did not fo much as look on or take no- 
tice of Cyrus, notwithftanding of the noble part 
he afted, but on him (her hufband) who faid, he 
would redeem her with his own life. « The king- 
dom of heaven is like unto a treafure hid in ai 
field, the which when a man hath found, he hi- 
deth, and for joy thereof, goeth and felleth all that 
lie hath, and buyeth that field." — There is inChrifl, 

4. Refl in refpeS of troubles* Chrifl gives 
'rtfl, 

( I .) From troubles in the world, now and then, 
when he fees meet : Pfal. xxxiv. 19. "Many are _ 
the afHi£lions of the righteous, but the Jx)rd dc- 
livereth them out of them all." Zion's God reign- 
etli, be on the throne who will ; and when he 
fpeaks peace, neither devils nor men can create 
liis people trouble ; for. Lam. iii. 37. «'-Who is 
he that faith, and it cometh to pafs, when the 
Lord commandeth it not ?" There is no fuch fe- 
curity from trouble as the godly have, but that is 
from heaven, and not from earth. Therefore, 

(2.) Chrifl gives reft in trouble : John, xvi. 33. 
" 'I hefe things I have fpoken unto you, that in 
me ye might have peace. In. the world ye fliall 
have tribulation ; but be of good cheer, I have 
overcome the world." You may, nay, you fhall 
meet with troubles, but he can make you get fweet 
reft in your fouls 5 even when you are on a bed of 
thonis as to the outward man^ he can give his 
E f 3 people 
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people a fweet reft even in troubles. How can 
ihcle things be ? may feme fay. — ^In anfwer, 

^i.] Chrift gives his people in trouble an inward 
reii, that is, an inward tranquillity of mind in 
niidft of trouble: Pfal. iii. i. — 5. ^ Lord! how 
arc they increnfed that trouble me ? many arc they 
tlut rile againit me. Many there be which fay of 
my foul, 'iliere is no help for him in God. Sclah. 
But thou, O Lord, art a (bield for me ; my glory, 
and the lifter up of mine head. J cried unto die 
Lord with my voice, and he heard me out of his 
holy hill. Selah. I laid me down and flept; I 
awaked, for the Lord fuftained me.*' Chrili can 
make the believer as a veflel of water tofT^^d here 
and there, yet not jumbled. There was a greater 
calm with the tluroe children. in die furnace, than 
with tiie khi T in the palace, Dan. iii. 24. Feaf 
may be on every Ck\c when there is none in tl.e 
centre, becaufe Chrifl makes a bleiled cairn in their 
hearts. — Chrill gives in trouble, 

[2.] A vciit of contentment : <« I have learned, 
(fays Piuil, Phil. iv. Ii0> i" whatfocver ftate I 
am, tl-evowith to bo content." This is not only 
the dujy, but the privilege of believers. If the lot 
of the pxiiy be not brought up to tlieir fpirit, 
Ciirift v/ill bring tlieir fpirit down to their lot ; and 
there mufl needs be rell there, where the fpirit of 
the man and his lot meet in one : Pfal. xxxvii. 19. 
" They fnall not be aliiamed in the evil time, raid 
in the diiys of famine they ftiall be fatisfied.''— 
Then follows, 

[3.] A reft of f.i>isfa<Si:ion in the enjoyment of 
better tilings. What tiiough the world hath a 
bitter tafte in their mouths ? Chrift can hold a cup 
of confolation to them in that very inftant, the 
fwectnefs of which will mafter the bitternefs of 
tile other : « Your forrow (fays he, John, xvi. ac) 

(haU 
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fhail be turned into joy/' « Our rejoicing (fay» 
Paul, 2 Cor. i. 12.) is this, the teftimony of our 
confcience, that in (implicity and godly fincerity, 
not with flefhly wifdom, but by the grace of God, 
wc have had our converfation in the world." Th(sy 
are not indeed (locks, to be unmoved with troubles, 
but their forrow is fo drowned in fpiritual joy, that 
it is hut as forronv^ 2 Cor. vi. 10. " K^ forronuful^ 
yet alway rejoicing 5" even as the joy of the wic- 
ked is but as joy. Troubles may raife a mutiny of 
luils within, but the peace of God quells them : 
<« It keeps their hearts and minds tlirough Jefus 
Chrift."— Chrift gives, 

[4.] A reft in confidence of a blefled iflue : 
2 Tim. i. 12. " For the which caufe I alfo fuffer 
thefe things ; never thclefs, I am not alhamed, for 
I know whom I have believed, and I am perfuaded, 
that he is able to keep that which I have com- 
mitted unto him again ft that day." The foul in 
Chrift has the promife to reft on ; and however 
dark a fide the cloud may have, faith will fee 
through it ; though they may fink deep, they will 
never drown, who have a promife to bear them 
up. — ^Thus, you fee, they reft in Chrift in trouble; 
and this reft is a moft fecure reft, where people 
may reft confidently: Ifa. xxvi. 3. "Thou wilt 
keep him in perfedl peace, whofe mind is ftayed 
on thee, becaufe he trufteth in thee." The wicked 
may have reft, but not with God's good will \ 
therefore the more reft, the more dangerous is 
their cafe : i TheiT. v. 3. « For when they fliall 
fay, Peace and fafety, then fudden deftrudion 
comcth upon tliem, as a woman in travail, and 
they (hall liot efcape." But there is perfed fecu- 
rity in Chrift, . and that in the worft of times. 
Song, iii. 7. &. Again, it is a reft tliat is fo root- 
ed, that tlic foul cau never be deprived of it : Ifa. 
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be caHed to the folloipiing brief hints. From wlut 
haa been obferved, you have had fet before you, 

I. A melancholy picture of the mrfcrable ftate of 
all mankind by nature ; — tliey are labouriftg and 
hea'jy^ladeny they have various burdens lying on 
them, the burden of fin, the burden of the law, 
a burden often of fears, of terri-rs, arifing from the 
former ; and while thus heavy-laden, they are (a- 
kuuringy driving to eafe themfelves of their bur- 
dens, ftruggling hard to get rid of them, while 
after all mey are only labouring in vain in the 
fire, wearying themfelves m the greatcefe of theh* 
way \ are fpcnding their " money for that which 
is not bread, and their labouir for that which fz- 
tisfietb not," inftead of obtaining tlie lead eafe .or 
quiet. Their fituarioa is in this way rendered 
more and more grievous and diftref&ng, their bue« 
dens become heavier than they can.beaiv and their 
labour is rendered quite intderable» 

a. We may learn a ^cial ingredient in the 
mifery of thofc that thus labour^ and are heavy- 
laden. They are under the law as a covenant of 
works, whicn requires the full tale of brick, with- 
out affording the leaft draw with wliich to make 
them. They are under moft grievous talk- matters, 
who are coiiffantly faying, Give, give,, while they 
are unable to work ; and, wliat is ftili worfe, they 
are without Chrift, >vithout God, and fo without 
hope in the world. It is Jefus only that can help 
them ; while afar from him, and enemies to him, 
they have no other profpefl than that of perifliing 
eternally. — But, 

3. There is hence opened up a door of hope, 
even for fueh as arc labouring and heavy-laden, 
whatever their characters or conditions have been, 
pr at pre&nt may be, though they may have long 
laboured in vain, and fpent their ftrength for 

nought* 
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ruKi^bt. However heayy, numerous, and continued 
thefe maySe, though in their view their condition 
may ^Qt only be djlftreiTing and deplorable, but 
cven^moft defperate, there is here a door of hope 
opieaed up to fuch. On Jefus is their help laid ^ 
in and from hini it is to be found. He is faying, 
«< Xiook unto me, and be ye faved, all ye ends of 
thiB ^acth J for I am Gk)d, and befides me there is 
no Saviour-" *< Hearken, ye (lout«hearted, and yc 
that are far from righteoufncfs." Nay, he fpeaks 
tf> tuch expi^fsly by name ; without excluding a 
fba^e individual, whatever his prefent eharaSer 
or conditioa be^ his gracious words are. Come un* 
U fw^ all ye (the whole of you, and each of you) 
thfi Mour^ and are Aeavy-ladeny and (in coming to 
me without'pjejradventure) youjbaii have rejl. 

lu <he J^ .plafasj llheEe js pointed oyt to us 
what is the indifpenfable duty of all the hearers of 
the gofpel. It is to come to Jefus \ to comply 
with the gracious call and invitation here given. 
It is true, this in the text is addrefied only to the 
labouring and heavy-laden ; but is not this a cha- 
ra£ter common to all the hearers of the gofpel ? 
Are not all more or lefs in this (ituation ? A (itua- 
tion fo far from being defirable, that it is exceed-, 
ingly uncomfortable. If fuch, then, would con- 
fult their prefcnt or eternal welfare ; if they would 
hearken to the gracious call, the kind invitation 
which Chrift gives them ; if they would obey 
Heaven's great command, it mult be admitted, 
^at it is their bounden duty to come to Jefus, 
that is, to bejieve on him ; for it is only in the ex- 
ercife of faith as (doming to him, and according as 
faith is in exercife, that any can be freed from their 
heavy burdens, or be releafed from that vain and 
irkfome labour in which they are engaged. 

Let all fuchj then, be -exhorted to ceafe from tlie 
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labour which fatisficth not ; from thefc fruitlefs 
attempts which they are ehgaged in to rid them- 
fclves from thefe heavy burdens that they are 
weighed down under. Be exhorted to come to 
Jefus ; call all your burdens and your cares over 
upon him. He is able and willing to fuftain both 
you and your burdens, whatever tiey are. Come 
to him, then, as you are, as labouring and heavy- 
laden. There is the moft cordial welcome afford- 
ed to all fuch J the greater your burdens, and the 
more preffing your neceffities are, in the way of 
putting your cafe unrefer^^edly in his hand, and un- 
der his management, you may in due time affured- 
ly expeft a comfortable iflue. He hates putting 
away. Whofoever will may come, and him that 
Cometh unto him, he will in no wife caft out. Come 
unto me (fays he) all ye that labour and are heavj* 
laden ^ and I will give you re/l* 
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SERMON XXII. 



I«A. xxxii. 2. And a man Jhall he — as the Jbadow 
of a great rock in a nveary land. 

THIS prophecy relates to Hezekiah, to his 
happy and pious government; but doubtlefs a 
greater than Hezeldahis here, and thatis JefusChrifl, 
die King of faints. This world, before fin entered 
into it, had always a clear (ky ; there was not an air 
of peitilential wind to blow upon them that were 
travelling through it to Immanuel's land. But fince 
(in entered, the cafe is quite altered ; ftrong winds 
of trouble blow, tempefts of heavy rain fall ; there 
are inundations in the world, as the word is \ it 
is a dry place ; in refpeft of comfort, it is a weary 
land ; but though a weary land, it is not alto- 
gether without fome comforting profped. A 
fliadow and fliclter is prepared for the weary tra- 
veller ; for it is promifed in the text. And a man 
Vol. L G g Jhall 

* This and the following Dircourfe delivered Auguft 
1715. 
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^:J^-mI .V"— *ri- rfe J^aJm: trfagr^frnt roci in a weary land, 
kt waicb wcnitf* tbent is G^terrabie, 

I. VIuc cw worid is fpxritually to Chrill's 
fi.C'.ccIs* dbtf p«:opic ot" God, a ^-eary land ; that 
i< i J' r.br tir\£^ ^ tccHrcking country, a ftormy 
piao:^ wictr bezujst sBCoarcniences, which make 
rr;'C'I*:r> wc^rr ioi ijaacx. It is a wildernefs, 
w-n:r;:ur :5*rr? L> cfc> witcr, but a vehement heat, 
wuxi T-Aijrj p<v^?«r weanr, and long for (helter 

r- ^V^i^c CSna b ro them there, as thejbadow 
jfj f\-jt rft.*i* How pXcjiant is a Iheher in fuch 
JL 7i;.\x 5.* ;*c w^xnr srjLT^iicr ! Such is Chrift to 
L:> r«^rca: ^ dv wrid« There are many ihel- 
r:r^ licr;: ifriea the lhj*k*w of created comforts; 
&(&:.. i.^^ :bcT ire wniub^Vuitial Ihades ; they are 
JE< xhr c>jui; cc ji TKe c!uroii|£h w-hich the fun, wind, 
<c riti^r Srj£k B^^t Chnd is as the ihadow of a 
taA^ « >.vh r*,x>:r v^f sihde can pierce \ and as a 
t-rci: r.v'*.. v>>:ch r-Tt^ a lirge ihelter ; fo that 
tij;T\r L-^T ^i^t i rv^'cc^ lepoie^ hlow what wea- 
ther wil;. — ^^-j; :-j^: ^Kfcs us this 

l^^^y*=N^* TLa: Cira » a AdraUe ihade, and a 
rr2T?i\:r^ iSi::TrT, w tho*? to whom the world 



fox ilhiitranrc «hW dcc^Tinr, it is pw>pc^cd, 
J: ^-»>^^^^5^Ji^iBrpHcxii«tbeiext. 
"• i<^ iTy-,nnr in «iiat leipecis the wwW is a 

• ^^^^^liiie ^wiih a rwlical impro^mcnt. 

We 
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We are, then, 

I. To fhew what is implied in the text. — It im- 
ports, 

I. That the world is not our dwelling-plac^, 
but the place through which we are travelling. 
This^ world is but a thorough-fare to another, 
where we come in at our birth, walk through in 
our life, and go out again at death. Many imagine 
but two fixed points in the unircrfe, the higher 
and the lower, and tha^ bodies are revolving in conti- 
nual motion towards one or other of thefe, heaven 
and hell. The godly are going out of the world in 
stfFedlion, Song, Iv. 8. ; the wicked, in aftion, 
though not in zSt£tion j. none are abiding. — It 
imports, 

2* That there is no correfting of the ill air of 
the world ; a {hade and fhelter may be had in it, 
but to reduce it to its firft temperature, that it 
may be indeed a pleafant land, is nor promifed, 
and therefore cannot be expefted. Th^ winds of 
trouble muft blow in it, while there are fuch tre^- 
fures of fin in it to bring them forth. While our 
provocations againft Heaven gather into clouds, 
there will be tempeftuous rains of calamities in it. ^ 
Th^ godly may lay their account with this : John,, 
xvi. 33. " In the world ye (hall have tribulation," 
And the carnal world need not lay their account 
by it : Job, v. 7. " Yet man is born unto trouble* 
as'the fparks fly upwards." — It imports, 

3. That, foul or fair weatlier, we muft fet oi|t 
our heads, and through the weary land we muft 
go ; there is no other way but to take our fhare of 
what may be going on in it. He that would ftop 
till the fky clear, may with as good reafon fit down 
and wait till the water run out, tliat he may get 
through the river dry-ftiod ; the laft may be fooner 
expected than the firft.— It imports, 

G 6^2. V-^XXjo^. 
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4^ That the travelling through it will try our 
ft^^ength ; tnke what way we will, we cannot miw 
f.>ir.ctin:cs to be entangled in the wildemefs, and 
to he wearied in it, though tlie heart were fo 
giLwcd to it, as ucvfT to be wearied of it. The 
wi'ids, the rains, andtheftorms, that blow there, 
\\ i!! boar heavy on us, fo as that we will need a 
ui^iniT, a rcfrcfhing place. — It imports, 

5. "lliat nothing lefs than the great rock will be 
a fuHicient ihclter in this weary land ; no folid 
f cace or repofe out of Chrift, more than there wai 
cut of the ark when the deluge came on. The 
winds and ftorms will blowdown^ or blow through, 
all ether iiiades which men make to themfcJves in 
t!:e Weary land: Ifa. xxvii:. 17. «« And the hail 
fhall fwcep away the refuge of lies, and the waters 
(hall overflow the hiding-place/* Flying from one 
niifchief, m hile they flee not to the great rock, 
they ftiall fall into another: Amos, v, 19, "As 
if a man did flee from a lion, and a bear met him; 
or went into the houfc, and leaned his hand on 
the wall, and a fcrpent bit him." — It imports, 

6. That Chnil is a fulFicient flicker, however 
weary a land the world be : ' John, xvi. '^3. 
« Thcftr things I have fpokcn unto you, that in 
me ye iniglit have peace. In the world ve iliall 
have ti'ibulation ; but be of good cht.^er, I have 
overcome the M-orld.'* Be tlie ftorms or heats as 
great as they will, he is as a great rock 5 and from 
him, though the troubles may be great, yet they 
jnay expea a great falvation. ' They will always 

thr \ i"". ''/'' '*"'^^' ^^'^ ^^'""'^^ «f the great rock, 
through which neith^ nor ftorms can pierce: 

thenoT'f^- " ^^^^^^^^^«^ high is mightier than 

greater Lthey^^^^^^^ -" ^ 

X «avc ucen , nay, they can never 
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be fo great as once they were, wlieii from heaven, 
earth, and hell, at oucc they blew upon Chrift. 
Yet he bore them, bore up under them, bore 
them off his people ; even as the heats and rains 
fall on the rock, while thofe under its fhade arc 
kept fafe. — It imports, 

Lajllyy That the weary world makes Chrift more 
precious to fmners than othcrwifc he would be; 
If the traveller were not fcorched with heat, or 
tofled with tempefts, he would never look near tlie 
rock. Eafe in the world, is the neck-break of 
many. 3ut it is well for the church and people 
of God, that the world is a ftep-dame to them ; 
were they better entertained in the world*§ houfe, , 
they would more feldom knock at God's door.-*- 
We now proceed, 

II. To fhew in what refpefts the world to thie 
people of God is a weary land, — ^It is fo, becaufc, 

I. The wind blowing in the traveller's face 
•makea any land a weary land to him \ and in this 
world, there is a wind of ordinary trouble, that 
lis feldom if ever down, but blowing efpecially in 
the face of the travellers to Zion : Mattli. vi. 34. 
<* Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof^'* 
tJometimes it blows away -tfetf^ man's eafe, bl^s 
his reputation, blows away his worldly goods, his 
health, his relations, &c. " It blows fo, that he is 
fure of nothing he has, unlefs it be Chrift in him, 
the hope of glory. And the travellers muft lay 
their account with this. This cannot fail but 
make the world a weary land. But the foiil may 
find a calm under Chrift's fliadow, as Hannah did, 
when (he poured out her foul before the Liord,^ 
I Sam. i, 16. Praying in faith is 3 great eafe Xo 
a heart uneafy under trouble: Matth. vii. 7. " Alk, 
and it (hall be given you; feck, and ^c ftv^l fe\4\ 
G g 3 Vc*)*J«-i 
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knock, and it fliall be opened unto you.** Chrift 
15 an anchor that can keep the foul fure and fted- 
faft amidft all the tempefts of a weary world. He 
has an open ear to their juft complaints, and a 
foft hand, under which the uneafy heart and head 
may repofe themfelves. — ^It is a weary land, 

2. Becaufe fometimes there are terrible tem- 
pefts of common calamity, threatening to fweep 
all away before them, blowing in this world, which 
thakes it a weary land. There are no tempefts in 
the upper region, but in the lower region, where 
wc are, they are very frequent, whereby nations, 
churches, and families, are thrown into the ut- 
moft confufion. David fpeaks of fuch, Pfal. Iv. 
8. ** I would,'* fays he, " haften my efcape from 
the windy ftorm and tempeft.** Thefe often make 
a moft miferable face on the places where they 
blow, and make the land a weary land indeed. 
.But even in this cafe, there is found peace under 
Chrift 's fhadow: John, xvi. 33. ** Thefe things I 
have fpoken unto you, that ye might have peace % 
in the world ye ihall have tribulation ; but be of 
good cheer, I have overcome the world.'* In him 
believers have a peace the world cannot rob them 
off. He has hiding-places for his people, where 
hq will hide them, if not from trouble, yet from 
the evil, the fting, and hurt of it : i Pet. iii. 13. 
«< And who is he that will harm you, if ye be fol- 
lowers of that which is good ?" He will hide 
them, if not under heaven, yet in heaven ; and 
they have no reafon to complain who get there, 
though in a fiery chariot. Our Lord holds the 
' winds in his hand, and they can blow no more 
terribly than he permits them ; fo that in the 
worft of times it is good news, Ifa. Iii. 7. ** How 
• beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him 
' that bringeth good tidings, that publifheth peace^, 
tfcaf brifigetK good t\4\t\^ ci ^qq^^ xbaxfelth unto 
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Zion, Thy God reigneth !" And thefe that make 
Chrift their friend, may bid defiance to ail their 
enemies. — ^The world is a weary land, 

3. Becaufe the wild beads in it make it a weary 
land. The fcripture calls wicked men fo, efpe- 
cially in their oppofition to, and treatment of the 
people of God, and the world is* the place of their 
abode : Song, iv. 8. << Come with me, my fpoufe, 
from the lions dens, from the mountains of the 
leopards." And therefore, while they are travelling 
through the wildernefs, they are often put to 
that prayer, Pfal. Ixxiv. 19. 20. " O deliver not 
the foul of thy turtle-dove unto the multitude of 
the wicked, forget not the congregation of thy 
poor for ever, have refpeft unto the covenant, for 
the dark places of the earth are full of the habi<- 
tations of cruelty." No wonder the world be a 
weary land to the people of God j for the wild 
beafts are often heard roaring there : Pfal. Ixxiv. 4. 
«« Thine enemies roar in the midft of thy congrer 
gation, they fet up their enfigns for figns ;" threat- 
ening to devour, and to fwaUow up, and to make 
the name of Ifraelno more to be remembered ; as 
the Egyptian beaft did, £xod. xv. 9. But while 
thefe roarings make the hearts of God's people to 
tremble, the voice of the Lion of the tribe of Ju- 
dah, terrible to his enemies, is comfortable to his 
friends : Pfal. xciii. 4. " The Lord on high is 
mightier than the noife of many waters, yea, than 
tlie mighty waves of the fea." This moderated the 
roarings of the AiTyrian in Hezekiah's days, Ifa* 
xxxvii. 22- Thefe beafts are ofttn heard yelling 
in the world : Jerem. ii. 15. << The young lions 
roared upon him, and yelled, and they made his 
land wafte." Dreadful is that yelling they make 
-wh€n they are got together, uttering their blaf- 
j)hemiesj curfes, and reproaches^ againft God^ hU 
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people, and his caufe in the world, as if hell was 
opened, which is the den of the great lion. This 
makes the world a weary land, and it is moft heavy 
and diftreffing to the people of God: Pfal.lxxiv. 10. 
O God, how long Ihall the adverfary reproach i 
(hall the enemy blafpheme thy name for ever ?" 
But there is refreThment and fhelter under Chjrift's 
ftiadow in this cafe, while the foul fees that he 
will clofc up at length the blafjphemous mouths, 
and bring them to the city above, where they 
(hall hear no more of any fuch thing. But again, 
tbefe beads are often feen tearing and devouring 
in the world the men that are more righteous than 
they : Hab. i. 13. *^ Wherefore lookeft thou upon 
them thati deal treacherouily, and holdeft thy 
tongue when the wicked devoureth the man that 
is more righteous than he ?" God has his times 
wherein he lets them loofc, to make havock of the 
church, and fhed the blood of his faints. But 
under Chrift^s ftiadow there is refreftiing in this 
cafe. He can break out the teeth of the great 
lions with a touch ; and while they are at the word, 
he fays to his people, « Fear not them which kill 
the body, but are not able to kill the foul^" Mat. 
X. 28. It was the way they treated Chrift him- 
felf when in the world, but he rofe upon them 
to their confufion •, and fo (hall the church in like 
manner, and according to their meafure, Pfal .xxii. 
12. 13. 

4. Darknefs caufeth wearinefs, and a dark land 
will always be a weary land to the children of light. 
The world at beft is but a dark land, in compari- 
fon with heaven : i Cor. xiii. 1 2. ** For now we 
fee through a glafs darkly, but then face to face." 
But fometimes the darknefs increafeth mightily. 
We have had a long funftiine of gofpel-light, but 
men have loved darknefs rather tliah the light. 

And 
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And now God is rifing up to plead with the ge- 
neration; and we may lay, with Jeremiah, " Woe 
unto us, for the day goeth away, for the fhadows 
of the evening are ilretched out." Do ye not fee 
the darknefs coine, and coming on the land more 
and more ? There is a dark cloud already caft over 
the minifters and profeflbrs of Scotland ^ fo tliat 
they have now been like a company of travellers 
in a mift ; fome crying this, and others that is the 
way i while many are at a ftand, not knowing what 
hand to turn to. Hence there are an alienation of 
a£fe£iion, divifions, and reparations, amongft thofe 
who all profefs that they are travelling to the 
fame place, but cannot agree about the way. Ter- 
rible this at all times, but now efpecially, when die 
conmion enemy is at our gates, which mould make 
us ceafe from thefe feuds, as it is faid the beads 
.did, hare, dog, Iheep, cat and rat, in the inunda- 
tion of the Severn. Some pride themfelves in 
thefe, but they will make the world a weary land 
to thofe that are led by the Spirit of trutn and 
peace : Judges, v. 16. " Why abideft thou among 
the flieep-folds, to hear the bleating of the fiocks ? 
For the divifions of Reuben tliere were great 
fearchings of heart." 

What fhall we do in fuch a cafe ? Get in under 
Chrift's fhadow, by faith, renouncing our own un- 
derftanding, palTions, and prejudices, and giving 
up ourfeives fingly to his guiding, and his fhadow 
will be as the (hadow on the dial, pointing to the 
hour of the day : Pfal. xxv. 9. « The meek will 
he guide in judgement, and the meek will he 
teach his way." In the greateft darknefs of the 
world, there is a light, even " a more fure word of 

Erophecy, whereunto we do well that we take 
eed, as unto a light that fhineth in a dark place, 
until the day dawn, and the day-ftar arife in our 



2Sf CHRIST, A REFRESHFUL SHADOW 

hearts,*' 2 Pet. i. 19. This waxrle of heaven is 
never ftruck dumb ; but at any time mtn's cor- 
ruptions may make them both blind and deaf to 
its warnings. But again, the buihel is preparing 
to put the candle under, which God has lighted 
to give fight to his church, if mercy prevent it notj; 
and then people that have made themfelves fo many 
filent Sabbaths, will get them made to their hands ; 
and they that have been wearyhig for the day, may 
come to get a weary fill of it. Preachers driven 
into corners, clofcd kirk-doors, and the fongsofthf 
temple turned into bowlings, wUi make a dark day. 
And now, if God do not mercifully intcrpofe, wc 
cannot mifs it. But Chrift's fhadow will be re* 
frefhing in this cafe to thofc that get under it. 
Though the enemy fhould get leave to tread down 
the outer court, and thefe tfiat worfhip in it, they 
that are farther in, fliall be well feen to : Rev. xi. 
I. 2. '1 hough they fliould bum up all the fyna^ 
gogues of God within the land, yet there is a little 
fandJuaiy they cannot hinder you to carry about 
with you : Ezek. xi. 1 6. " Therefore fay, Thus 
faith the Lord God, Although I have caft them 
afar off among the Heathen, and although I have 
fcattered them among the countries, yet will I be 
to them as a little fanffcuary in the countries where 
they (hall, come." And though the ftars fhould 
be (lamped down to the earth, and no ftar^light 
(bine in the churcb, ye fhall not want light while 
the Sun of righteoufnefs continues to fhine. 

Finally, The bottomlefs pit is already opened, 
the fmoke is arifing in our land, and the locufts are 
t:oming out of the fmoke upon it ; Rev. ix. i.— 3. 
The Popifh party are now begun to make head, 
with their brethren the malignants who carry on 
the war with Antichrift, and to fet a limb of An- 

bchriil 
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-tichrifl: upon the throfve} and if they fuoceed^ 
wiiat can be escpe^^ed, but that the fmoke of An- 
tichriftian errors, fuperftition, and idolatry, wiU 
overfpread thefe nations again ? So that we muft 
refolve either to take on the bead's mark or Chrift's 
Are-mark, citlier burn or turn. It will be weary 
work to get through the fmoke, which it is to be 
feared will ftiile moft of us, and blacken many. 
But get under Chrift's fhadow now ; fcek now to 
believe, and feel the power of truth. An empty 
profeffion will not do here •, lamps without oil 
will, go out in the fmoke. But be it ever fo grofs, 
it will hurt none but the profane and hypocritical 
profeflbr : Rev. ix. 4. « And it was commanded 
diem, that they fhould not hurt the grafs of the 
earth, neither any green thing, neither any tree, 
but only thofe men which have not the feal of 
God in their foreheads." They that have Chrift's 
mark of true piety, ihall be kept from receiving 
the mark of the beaft. Under Chrift's fhadow 
they will be as the Ifraelites in Goihen ; when 
datknefe is over all the land, they (hall have light 
in their dwellings. — ^The world is a weary land, 

5. For blood and death going through it, make 
it a weary land. In heaven there are none of thefe 
things, it is the pleafant land, Rev. xxi. 4. But 
in the world they are very frequent; which often 
makes the weary ions of Zion to cry, << Woe is me 
now, for my foul is wearied becaufe of murderers," 
Jcr. iv. 31. The people that delight in war is a 
black character in the fcriptures, Pfal. Ixviii. 30. 
The confufed noife of the warriors is no pleafant 
found, nor are garments rolled in blood a pleafant 
fight. The conftaut difquiet and terror that at- 
tends the fword-s raging in a land, is a wearifome 
cafe, as it is delcribad, Deut. xxviii. 67. «* In the 
morning tho« flialt fey, Would to Qod it were 
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even ! and at even thou (halt fay, "Would God 
k were morning ! for the fear of thine heart 
wherewith thou fhalt fear, and for the fight of 
diine eyes which thou fhalt fee." 

The white horfe of the gofp'el has for many 
years made a pleafant parade through the land. 
But, alas ! neither it, nor the crowned head, the Son 
of God, that fits upon itj has been much regard- 
ed ; nay, both he, and his bow, which is the word, 
have been defpifed ; few, very few, have given him 
a crown, Song, iii. 1 1. by clofing with him in the 
gofpcl-ofFers. And now the red, black, and pale 
horfes, mentioned Rev. vi. 4. 5. 8. feem to be 
ready to begin their march, to avenge the affronts 
^jp polefl to the white horfe ; though the Fopifh 
and malignant riders mean not fo, but to banifh 
the white horfe out of the land. . What fhall wc 
do in this cafe ? get in under Chrift's fhadow, that 
is the only fafe retreat in fuch a cafe : Mic. v. 5. 
«« And this man fhall be the peace, when the Af- 
fyrian fhall come into our land." This fhould be 
our work this day j we fhould fit down under his 
fhadow, believing in him, and depending upon 
him. Cant. ii. 3. When public calamity comes 
upon a land, every perfon will run to that place 
where they expeft the greatefl fafety; but run 
where they will for fhelter, if they run not to 
Chrifl, their fhelters will fall down about their 
ears at length : Ifa. xxviii. 1 7. " And the hail fhall 
fweep away the refuge of lies, and the waters fhall 
overflow the hiding-place." But the way of fafety 
is to run to Jefus Chrifl : Prov. xviii. 10. " The 
name of the Lord is a flrong tower ; the righteous 
runneth into it, and is fafe." You mufl fit down 
under his fhadow, by clofing with him in the of- 
fers of the gofpel, taking him for all, and inflead 
of aU, for time and eternity ; giving yourfelves 

away 
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away to him, renouncing the devil, the wofld, and 
the fleih, embarking in his intcreils and caufc at 
this day, whoever be againft it. TJiis is a loiiH 
knock Chrift is giving to gofpelrdefpifcrs to open 
to him, after the IHghting of many a ftill fmall 
voice, whereby he lets them know, that if they 
v^ill not open to him as a Lord and Saviour, hft 
'Will arife.on them as a Judge with a vaigeance, 
•whether they will or not. Come, then, ye dclpi- 
fers of Chrill^ and fit down under his ftiadow, be- 
fore the fcorching heat "of the weary land burn you 
up. 

We muft fit ftill under his fhadow, by cleaving 
to him,, and depending upon him : Ifa. xxx. 7, 
<« For the Egyptian Ihail help in vain, and to no 
purpofe -, therefore have I cried concerning this, 
Their ftrengtli is to fit ftill." Though the fcourge 
reach all, the greateft fafety will be there. Cleave 
to him and his caufe, come what will come ; for 
if you go ofF his way to feek fafeiy, you caft your- 
felves out of his promifed protcdtion. Piety will 
be the beft policy in the worft of times : Prov. x. 
9. " He that walketh uprightly, walkctli furely ; 
but he that perverteth hi« way, fliall be known." 
And depend on him^by believing his promifes, both 
for your perfonal cafe, and the church's cafe ; for 
'whoever be in the field, viftory is in his hand a- 
lone, and he gives it to whom he will j he does 
what he will in the armies of heaven and earth ; 
whom he will he ftrengthens, whom he will he 
weakens, for he is the Lord of hofts ; and he hath 
engaged, that at length it ftiall be ill with his ene- 
mies, and well with his friends : Ifa. liv. 1 7. « No 
-weapon that is formed againft thee fhall profper ; 
and every tongue that ftiall rife againft thee in 
judgement, thou flialt condemn j this is the heri- 
VoL. I. H h tagc 
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tage of the fervants of the Lord, and their rigli- 
tcoufnefs is of me, faith the Lord/- — ^But again, 
* We muft lie down under his fhadow, in holy 
rcfignation, to fufFer whatfoever he may call us'to, 
Jfa. li. 23. The difpenfations of the day call a- 
loud to us to prepare for fufFering j if the malignant 
party prevail, doubt not but their little finger will be 
heavier than their father's loins. Our Lord has 
given rtany love- tokens to the generation, which 
have been lightly efteemed ; howbeit, there are 
many that profefs love to him and his truths ; and 
it would feem, he will try what tokens we have 
to beftow on him and his caufe. It is likely he 
will have a portion of fome one's goods, relations, 
hl>erty, yea, and of their blood too, ere all be 
done ; and it is to be feared, the tokens of his dii^ 
pleafure draw fo deep, tliat many wDl give up with 
him on this account. But if you be wife, lie down 
under his fhadow ; for a thorny bed under Chrifl's 
fhadow will at the lafl prove more eafy than the 
beds of ivory, on which his enemies may flretch 
themfelves for a little : Job, xx. 5. " The triumph- 
ing of the wicked is ihort, and the joy of the hy- 
430crite is but for a moment." The hour and power 
of darknefs will not laft ; and though God fhould 
Suffer that party to carry all before them a while, 
there is no ground to doubt but God will be even 
with them, for all their enmity, and oppofition to 
his work ; yes, and render home their fathers op- 
pofition to it into their bofom, and give them blood 
to drink, for the blood their fathers fhed in fields, 
and on fcafFolds, when they have filled up the 
meafure of their iniquity by what they may now 
do : Rev. xvi. 5. 6. " And I heard the angel of 
the waters fay. Thou art righteous, O Lord, 
which art, and waft, and fhalt be, becaufe thou 

baft 
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Baft judged thus. For they have fhcd the blood of 
. feints and4)rophets, and thou haft given them blood 
tx> drink, for they are wortliy." 

But we muft alfo ftand up under Chrift's fhadov/, 
and aft for him* Certainly, as the quarrel is uomt 
ftated betwixt Chrlft and his enemies in Britain and 
Ireland, he calls his people now to aft for him 
and his caufe. If tLy have a ftandard to be dif 
played for Popery and flavery, Crod has given us a 
ftandard to be difplayed for religion and liberty : 
Pfal. Ix. 4* "Thou haft given a banner to them 
that feared thee, that it might be difplayed becaufe 
of the truth." And people are called, by tliis dif- 
penfation, to put themfelves in a pofture to defend 
their religion and liberties, their Proteftant King, 
country, and families, and not to leave themfelves 
a naked prey for murderers. And in fuch a time, 
people confulting their own eafe, more than the 
honour of God, tlie welfare of his caufe, and their 
neighbour's fafety, may^ eafily flip themfelves in 
under Meroz's curfe, which, wlien incurred, will 
not be got {o eafily off perfons : Judgvjs, v. 23^. 
« Curfe ye Meroz, (faid the angel of tiie Lord), 
curfe ye bitterly the inhabitants thereof j bccaafe 
they came net to the help of the Lord, to the help 
of the JiOrd aj^ainft the mighty." 

Never, was the caufe more clear in Britain. TJ^e 
word, to fpirit the fokliery under the enemy's ftan- 
dard, ftiould be, The great red dragon. Rev. xii. 3. 
and the motto correfponding with this, as in 
Pfal. ii. 3. <^ Let us break their bands, and caft 
their cords from us." This is the- defign of the 
attempt, and, I am perfuaded, is looked upon fo 
by him that fitteth in the heavens. What elfe is 
the defign of Papifts and malignants this day ? 
Our holy religion n^uft go, and idolatry and fu- 
ll h 2 ^erftitioa 
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perftition come in its room ; we and our families 
muft be m'urdered, or renounce our religion, 
though denying of Chrift will never altogether 
pleafe them, for they will efpecially never truft 
Scots Prefbyterians, fo that that would be the way 
to die a double death. Out Proteftant King mult 
go, and a Papift afcend the throne, and the cove- 
nanted work of Reformation be rooted out, unlefs 
that people aft for their defence againft the Anti- 
chriftian party. I know no mids this day, but 
that every one muft be on Chrift's fide, or on Anti- 
chtiil's. This caufe will bear no neutrality : Mat. 
xii. 30. " He that is not with me, is againft me; and 
he that gatliereth not ^ith me, fcattereth abroad." 

Never was the caufe more favourable 5 for while 
our intruders and enemies cannot appeiar in the 
field but as rebels and traitors, laying themfelves 
open to all the pains of treafon and rebellion, we 
have, by the mercy of God, the law on our fide. 
No doubt, mafles wiU be faid at Rome for them, 
and in other parts of the Pope's territory ; but the 
prayers of all the Proteftant churches abroad will 
be for us and our righteous caufe ; and the prayers 
of all the godly in the lan.d will alfo be in our fa- 
vour. It is true, indeed, our God is angry with 
us 5 but fure I am, he is not well-pleafed with 
them, he never was nor will be pleafed with the 
caufe they have in hand ; and therefore, feeiilg the 
caufe is the Lord's, we may be furc, that " though 
he caufe grief, yet he will have compaffion j" and 
when he has done his work with his furnace on 
Mount Zion, he will bring off his caufe and people 
viflorious at length, Ifa. liv. 17. And we have 
ground to hope, that if the noife of enemies go 
on, it will raife up at length a ghoft upon the Po- 
piih and malignant intereft in thefe nations, that 

(hall 
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fliall affright them, and ruin it more than ever ; I 
m<^n, the ghoft of the buried covenants *, 

9 

• The intelligent reader, who is acquainted -with the 
hiftory of Britain, has only to bt reminded, that the pe- 
riod when this difcourfe vras delivered was very event- 
ful. An unnatural rebellion was then breaking out, 
cherifhed by a Popilli faflion both at home and abroad, 
v.'hich in its progrefs threatened to overturn our religion 
and liberties. On this occaiion, the worthy Author, as 
a found patriot for his country's welfare, as a genuine 
fon of Zion, and a faithful watchman upon her walls, 
could not fail to found a fuitable alarm. From the deep 
fenfe he had of the impending danger, from a clear con- 
vidlion of indifpefiTable duty, and pofTelTing a natural 
warmth of temper, the Itrong e x pre iTions made ule of 
by him in this and other parts of his difcourfes, are ealily- 
to be accounted for. 
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world, are not meet for heaven ; the way will try 
people's ftrength, and an eafy way to heaven no 
man fliall find. There are ftrong lufts, and temp- 
tations, and troubles, which people will have to 
climb over. But under Chrift's ihadow, the tra- 
veller will recover his breath again, and be invigo- 
rated for new difficulties, till he come to the top 
of the^hill : Ifa. xl. 29. " He giveth power to^the 
faint ; and to them that have no might, he increa- 
fcth ftrength/' Ver. 31. " They that wait upon 
the Lord fhall renew their ftrength, they fhall 
mount up with wings as eagles ; they fliall run, 
and not be weary ; they fliall walk and not faint. 

It is a narrow way : "Strait is the gate, and narrow 
is the way, that leadeth unto life," Matth. vii. 14. 
Multitudes walk in the broad way, and there they 
get room enough ; but in the narrow way there 
are few travellers, and they that are on it mufl: 
take good heed to theif feet, or they are apt to 
catch a fall. And confidering how rafli we na*- 
turally are, and how weak headed and falfe heart- 
ed we are, and how narrow the road is, and how 
loofe the ground about it is, it is no wonder, that 
\trith the Pfalmift we complain of broken bones^ 
Pfak li. 8. Thefe make a weary way. But under 
Chrift's ftiadow there is light for the blind, ftrength 
for them that go even on, and medicine to cure 
them that are bruifed by their falls, if they intend 
not to lie ftill, but to get up and walk on. 

It is a hard and rugged way, and therefore they 
muft have leg-harnefs, as foldiers have, to preferve 
their feet from ftones and roughnefe in the way 
of their march : Eph. vi. 15. " And their feet fliod 
with the preparation of the gofpel of peace." There 
are many difficulties to go through, that will need re- 
fblution and undaunted courage, fhe fpies fawfuch 
difficulties in the way to Canaan^ that they brouglit . 
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body of this death ?" Death is heavy in any 
part of it, how much more burdenfome muft a 
body of it be ? It bears down the man conti- 
nually; it is a burden to the back, that makes 
him ftoop, and fo makes a weary land. 

(2.) The univerfality of the difeafc. It affefts 
and indifpofes the whole man, fo that we may 
. fay, Ifa. i. 5.6. that « the whole head is fick, 
and' the whole heart faint ; from the fole of the 
foot to tlie crown of the. head, there is no found- 
nefs in it, but wounds, and bruifes, and putrify- 
ing fores." It fpreads itfelf like a leprofy, through 
all the faculties of the foul, and leaves no part of 
the man unafFefted. It has fmitten the under- 
ftanding with blindnefs, and the heart with hard- 
nefs, and filled the mind with enmity againft God. 
Job's life was a heavy life when he was full of 
boils all over ; and fo is the life of thofc who arc 
univcrfally affefted with- the difeafe of fin. — There 
is, 

(3.) The frequent relapfes that take place in this 
•difeafe. How often do they fall back again when 
they feem to be in a fair way of recovery ! This 
makes a weary world to a heaven-born foul, that 
would fain be like God in holineii ; ever wreft- 
ling, and ^ver falling into the mire again, makes 
weary work. This makes that longing to be away 
for which the faint is diftinguifhed. — There is, 

{4.) Thfe malignant influence thefe things have 
on the faint's journey through the weary land. By 
thefe means they are very much unfitted for it, 
they walk very flowly. It is a weary journey to 
them ; and oftentimes they are fo laid by, that 
they are not able to move forward at all, and they 
are driven back, inftead of going forward. 

(5.) It is not their cafe alone> but of all that are 
there, the being afiefted by, this difeafe. The 
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world is an hofpital of fouls fick with fin. Some 
of them are fenfible of their difeafej. others are 
not. 'Flic godly have not only their own plajjue- 
fores running on, but they alfo fee thofe of others 
running on j and that makes a weary land: Jer. 
ix. 2. " O that I had in the wildernefe a lodguig 
place of a way- faring man, that I might leave my 
people, and go from them ! for tKcy be all adul- 
terers, an aflembly of treacherous men." But 
under ChrilVs fhadow, there is medicine for the 
fore. There is balm in Gilead, and a PhyG* 
cian there. His blood takes away the guilt, his 
Spirit takes away the power of (in; and in his^holy 
promifes they fee their freedom and complete cure. 
—1 obferve, 

8. That the fcorching heats in the world' make 
it a weary land. And there are tliefe four kinds 
of fcorching heats. 

(i.) There is the fiery heat of defertion, 
from heaven. This the Captain of our fai- 
vation met with in the weary land, Pfal. xxii. 
I . — 1 4. i and this has often been the lot of tlie 
people of God in the weary land ; they have loft 
fight of their guide, and have been left in darkncfs, 
and gone mourning many days, without the fun, 
with many a weary groan, Pfal. vi. 6. Nay, tlierc 
have been many pofitivc outgoings of wrath a- 
gainft their fouls, fparks of hell ilying in on hea- 
ven-born fouls, while they have been prefTed under 
a fenfe of the Lord's anger, living, as it were, in 
the fmoke of a furnace : Pfal. cii. 3. 5< For my. 
days are confumed like fmc^ke, and my bones are 
burned as an hearth." — ^There is, 

(2.) The fiery heats of temptation from hell : 
Eph. vi. 12. « For we wreflle not againft flcfli 
and blood,but agahift principalities, againft powers, 
againft the. rulers of the darkncfs of this world, 
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againft fpiritual wickednefles in high places " When 
the Ifraelites were in the wildernefs, they met 
with fiery ferpents that bit them, Num. xxi. 6.; 
and while we are in the wildernefs of this world, we 
cannot mifs the inflaming bites of the old ferpent 
the devil. Satan is within bow-fhot of us while 
here j and the toffes of temptation from him 
make it a weary land. Ordinary temptations are 
never wanting, but are coming through the weary 
land like midges in a hot fummer-day. Sometimes 
there arc extraordinary temptations, fiery charts, 
where the poor foul will be as much put to it, to 
defend itfelf, as one to defend a thatch-houfe a- 
gainft one cafting fire-balls, as it were, without 
intermiffion. — There is, 

(3.) The fiery trial from the men of the worlds 
perfecution. This is fuch an ordinary inheritance 
of the people of God in the weary land, that an 
apoftle fays, i Pet. iv. 1 2. " Beloved, think it not 
ftrange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, 
as though fome ftrange thing happened unto you." 
There is much drofs, together with the good me- 
tal, which gathers together in Zion, and therefore 
God will have a furnace there, and the wicked of 
the world to fet it on, and blow it up, and pro- 
fefTors i?iuft be caft into it to try them, fome to be 
confumed, fome to be refined in it : Zech.xiii. 9. 
«< And I will bring the third part through the fire, and 
refine them as filver is refined, and will try them 
as gold is tried *, .they (hall call on my name, and 
I will hear them ; I will fay. It is my people, and 
they fliaU fay. The Lord is my God."~There is, 

(4.) Thf fiery heats of contention and divifion 
from the altar, mentioned Rev. viii. 5. Thefe 
have a fort of malignant influence on the church ; 
they fcorch and blacken her exceedingly : Song, i. 
6. <^ Look not upon me^ becaufe I. am black, be- 
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caufe the fun hath looked upon me ; my mothers 
children were angry with roe.'* Hence you may 
fee the dreadful mifchief which it does. Rev. viii. 
7.8." There followed hail and fire, mingled with 
blood, and they were caft upon the earth, and die 
third part of trees w2ls burnt up, and all green 
grafs was burnt up." Though the way be long 
and fore, the traveller's may be heai*ty,and they may 
go pleafantly on, while they are comfortable to one 
another ; but when they grow a burden to one 
anotl^r, when their unity and love among them- 
felves are gone, that makes a weary way to travel- 
lets. But never was the fhadow of a great rock 
more fuitable to. the fcorched traveller, tlian Chrift 
is to his people in all thefe cafes. — For, 

[ I .] He is their great plight-anchor in defertion, 
their hope, and the fupport of their fouls. His 
blood is the great fence, under which they fhel- 
ter themfelves from the fire of the law, and brings 
them into hope, when they are next door to de- 
fponding. An abfolute God is a terrible, but God 
in Chriil is a refrefhing fight. 

[2.] He is their proteftor in temptation. Faith 
in Chrift is a fliield which quenches all the fiery 
darts of the wicked, Eph. vi. 16. He is ftrongcr 
than the ftrong man, and a prefent help in time 
of temptation, eitlier to repel the tempter, or elfe 
to bear up the tempted. He fays to them, " My 
grace is fufiicient for you, and my ftrength is made 
perfeft in your weaknefs," 2 Cor. xii.-p. 

[3 ] He is their ftrong tower in perfecution, 
where they abide, and ftand out againft all the 
ftorms of an enraged world. He gives them 
peace, when their enemies are carrying on the 
war. " Peace (fays he) I leave with youj my peace 
I give unto you." He makes their bow to abide 
in its ftrength when the archers flioot at them. 

Gen. 
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Gen. xlix. 24. ; and makes them more than con- 
querors, Rom. viii. 37. ; and fo lines the thorny 
crown with his love, that it fits very, foft on thieir 
heads. 

[4.3 He is their peace in time of contention 
and divifion With whomfbever they have war 
and ftrife, through him they have peace, peace 
with God, peace with confcience, and a hopeful 
profped: of getting thither, — -where light fhali be 
pcrfed, and where therefore there can be no dif- 
ference of judgement ; — where love is perfeft, 
and therefore no alienation of a£Fe£tions among 
the inhabitants fhall prevail. 

9. Scarcity of provifions makes this world a 
weary land. What elfe can be expefted in the 
wade howling wilderaefs of this world, where, 
though there is enough to raife the appetite of 
lufts, and a Sufficiency of hufks for fwine to feed 
on ; yet provifion fui table for the foul is very fcarce ; 
and this is what makes the world to the faints a weary 
land. For oftentimes their table is overturned ; the 
table of public ordinances is removed, which brings 
a famine of the word by which their fouls fhould 
live, Amos, viii. 11. 12. Then they may be fent 
to feck bread for their fouls with the peril of their 
lives \ and this makes a weary land to thefe that 
know the fpiritual fweetnefs of gofpel-ordinances. 
—-Again, many times, when they come to the 
table of ordinances, they get nothing at all, not a 
mefs from the King's hand, kfs or more. How 
often are prayers, fermons, communions, like the 
empty chair of ftate, the King not filling it j like 
the empty grave, where the grave-cloaths lie, but 
the Lord himfelf is gone ; fo that there is nothing 
fubftantial, with which to fatisfy the hungry* foul. 
— Finally, at their beft entertainment in the weary 
land, they ordinarily rife hungry, and with an a^-- 

Vol. I. I i ^^\\\5i 
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petite. They arc held ihort by the head/ and it 
is but drops and lips that aie got in this world » 
the full tc:LA^ whtTc they {hall hunger no morCi 
is refen-ed to the pleafant land, where there is fiiL- 
iu:fs of joy, and pleafures evermore. But in this 
refptcl Chrill is a luitabJe ihadow, he keeps the 
foul from fiiinting ; rather than they ihould want, 
bread fl.dl be fciit from heaven, and water ftall 
fiow out of the flinty rock : « Open thy mouth 
wide, (lays ho\ and I will fill it,** Pfel. bcxxi. lo. 
He ha.s the Vers of heaven, and is the great ftcw- 
ard of the Fatiicr's treafures, who, in die greateft 
fcarciry, has enough amply to fumiih thofe who 
by faith come to him. 

10. Lirtk company in the road to Zion makes 
ir a wear}* land to the travel- er thitherward. The 
multitude go all the other way ; few take the nar- 
row road. Chrid's flock is but a little flock ; in 
l-lijuh's days there were fo very few upon the road, 
that he thought he had been all rlone ; he had fo 
li:ile help of the kvcn thoufand, that he knew not 
oi them. See how jMicah longed for company on 
the road, but they were hid out of his view, Mic. 
\ii. I. and downwards. Now, this circumftance 
makes it a weary land ; for at this rate the travel- 
ler has few to take a lift of his burden, and bear 
it with him. The apoftle fays, « Bear ye one 
another's burdens, and fo fulfd the law of Chrift." 
But, alas ! we are in a llrange land, and there are 
many to lay a load above a burden, but few to take 
a lift of it. But people muft even creep under 
their own burdens as they can, and keep to it 
themfelvcs. This is what makes a weary world. 
But they are not to be moaned in tliis cafe, who 
get in under Chrill's ihadow 5 he can bear them, 
and tlieir burden alfo. The Lord even reduces hii 
people to this cafe, that they may depend the more 

• upon 
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upon himfelf. When we have created props (land- 
ing about us, we are ready to lay over much weight 
on them, and therefore the Lord fuffers people to 
find their own weight, that they may be con- 
ftrained to employ himfelf, to put the work in his 
own hand. — Again, the traveller ha« few to confult 
with, when he comes to a difficult and dark ftep. 
There are fuch fteps which Chriftians meet with 
in their way to Zion, and it is no fmall mercy to 
have thofe who will help by their fympathy, ad- 
vice, and prayers. But, alas ! the unfeeling world 
affords few fuch ; and this is what makes it a 
weary land. But Chrift lives, and he lives to be 
a counfellor, an interpreter, one among a thou- 
fand. Theref )re, kt us not complahi in this cafe r 
Wic. iv. 9. <' Now, why dofl thou cry out aloud ? 
is tliere no king in thee ? is thy counfellor peri Hi- 
ed ?" Th^y are well-guided whom Jefus guides ; 
and if he do not guid^us, we may blame ourfelves, 
for " the meek he will guide in judgement, and 
tlie meek will he teach his way," Pfal. xxv. 9. Let 
us go to tlie oracle, and improve his prophetical 
office. — Finally, they have few to keep them out 
of languor by the way. It would be a great com- 
fort to the weary traveller, to have the benefit of 
conference about the^ioly city, the New Jerufalem, 
to which the travellers are going, and of the glory, 
cafe, and reft, that are to be enjoyed there 5 it 
would tend to comfort and ftir them up to vigorous 
walking. But they are not alone, who have Chriit 
with them ; he can bear the foul company by his 
word and Spirit, he can keep them from languiih- 
ing in the weary land. We now proceed,. - 

III. To fhew in what refpefts Chrift is a fuit- 
able and refrefhful fhade or flielter. The trutli is, 
there is nothing in Chrift but wh^t ^^ftoid^ -a. \<i- 
I i i tt^ft&aJL 
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frefhful {hade to the believer in the weary land : 
Song, V. 1 6. " Yea, he is altogether lovely.'* But 
the breaking of the fpices will make them the more 
fragrant to thofe that have their fenfes fpirituaOy 
cxcrcifed. Tliereforc obferve, 

I. That his very name affords a broad (hade foe 
the refrefhment of the traveller in the weary landf 
fufBcient to recover the foul that is fwooning a- 
vray : Song, i. 3. " Becaufe of the favour of thy 
good ointments, thy name is as ointment poured 
forth, therefore do the virgins love thee." When 
Mofes would fee the glory of God, the Lord pro- 
clli^med his name before him : Exod. xxxiv. 6. 
*< The Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gra- 
cious, long fuffering, and abundant in goodnefs 
and truth, keeping mercy for thoufands, forgiving 
iniquity, traiffgreffion, and fin, and that will by 
no means clear the 'guilty." His name is more 
glorious than if it were written in letters of gold 5 
it is written to us in letters of hrs precious blood. 
The truth is, all things in the world are rather 
pames than things, the moft dcfirable things in it 
are the name of nothing : Prov. xxiii. 5. '< Wilt 
thou fet thine eyes upon that which is not ? for 
riches certainly make themfelves wings, they fly 
away as an eagle toward heaven." The terrible 
things of it are but frightful names, 2 Cor. vi. 9. 
16. i but here is a name thai is above every name^ 
Phil. ii. 9. I ihall mention only three inilances. 
Hi& name is, 

(i.) jES,ys, a Saviour: Matth. i. 21. "His 
name {hall be called Jefus, for he ihall fave his 
people from their fins." How fweet muft this 
liame be to a fenfible loft finner ! in the world we 
hear of Adam the dcftroyer, who ruined himfclf 
and all his poftcrity y of fmners, his children, felf- 
dcftroyers, Hof. xiii* 9. 5 of Abaddon, the great 

4eftroyer^ 
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rfcftroyer, who goes about like a roaring lion, 
fceking whom he may devour. But to , all thefe 
we rtidy comfortably oppofe Jefus the Saviour ; 
ftronger than Adam, faving thofe that he deftroy- 
cd ; ftronger than finners, helping thofe that have 
deftroyed themfelves 5 ftronger than Satan, whom 
he fpoils of his prey : Ifa. xlix. 25. " Thus faith 
the Lord, Even the captives of the mighty fliall be 
taken away, and the prey of the terribly fhall be. 
delivered ; for I will contend with him that con- 
tendeth with thee, and I will fave thy children." 
— His name is^. 

(2.) Messiah, *or Chrift, the anointed of the 
Father, pointing at his three offices. For under 
the Old Teftament, prophets, priefts, and kings 
were anointed ; it'fignified their call to the office : 
fo that in this name, we fee him in all his offices,. 
called to the Mediatory office bv the Father, and 
fully fumiftied for it ; and fo tnere is enough in 
him for all bur needs, to be drawn forth by faith 
,.in his name. And we have it in Greek, as well 
as in Hebrew, Ihewing that the Gentiles, as well 
as the Jews, have accefs to him : John, i. 41. 
«« We have found the Meffias, which is, being 
interpreted, tbe Chrift.^^ — His name is, 

(3.) Immanuel, God with us, Matth. i. 23. If 
we prefs this name by faith, the fap of it will come 
forth to the believer in three things. — There is, 

ly?, God in our nature : John, i. 1 4. << And the 
word was made flefti." God made man ; Satan 
having withdrawn^ man from his allegiance, the 
whole human nature was corrupted, and fet at en- 
mity with God. but, behold in Chrift the divine 
and human natures united, heaven and earth joined 
together in him, under the (hade of which fmncrs 
may, with comfort and confidence, approach to 
God.— There is, 

113 '^^b> 
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2dlyy God reconciled to us in Chrift : John, L 
14. « Apd dwelt among usj" (Gr. tabernacled)^ 
Chrift is the tabernacle df meeting, wherein God 
and finncps meet in peace : Rev. xxi. 3. «< Behold, 
die tabernacle of God is with men, and he will 
dwell with them, and they (hall be his peoplci^ 
and God himfetf (hall be with them, and be their 
God*" There the weapons fall out of the hand of 
Juftice, and there the arms of. Mercy embrace the 
finner. When the finner comes there, he is out of 
the dark and black region, where death, wrath, and 
the curfe reign ; he comes into a place of lights 
the light of the Lord's countenance, that fhines on 
finners ^in the face of Jefus, our Immanuel. O 
vhat a blcffed (hade is here ! — ^Therc is, 

yi!yy God on our fide : Pfal. xhi. 7. " The 
X.ord of hofts is with us, the God of Jacob is our 
refuge/' Under this fliade, believers may bid de- 
fiance to all their enemies,, the united powers of 
earth and hell : Rom. viii. 31. "If God be for us, 
who can be againft us." This is the beft (hade 
the Lord's people can betake themfelves to in a 
time of corrfuflon and danger* Before the wars of 
Canaan began, the Lord brought. Jofliua under it, 
Jolli. V. 13. 14. And if people could be got awa- 
kened out of their ikep upon thefe piUows which 
their enemies have laid under their heads, the direc* 
ting them to this fhadow by the word would be both; 
reckoned fweet and feafonabl^, as £xod. ix. 20. 
This was the ihadow Ifaiah direded the people to, 
when the news came, diat the malignant ^hraiaw 
ites, and the idolatrous Syrians, were confede* 
rated to war againft Judab, and to fet up a king 
of their own ftamp over Judah : Ifa. viL 2. — 6. 
<* And it was told the houfe of David, Aying^ Sy- 
ria is confederate with Ephraimj and his- heart 
was moved, ?^nd the Ivfc^tu q1 his people^ as the. 
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trees of the wood are moved with the wind. Then 
laid the Lord unto Ifaiah^ Go forth now to meet 
AhaZ} thou, and Shear-jafhub thy fon, at |the end 
"bf the conduit of the upper pool in the high- way 
of the fuller's field, and fay unto him, Take heed, 
and be quiet, fear not, neither, be faint-hearted, fo» 
the two tails of thefe fmoking fire-brands, for the 
-fierce anger of Rezin with Syria, and of tlie fon 
of Remaliah. Becaufe Syria, Ephraim, and the 
fon of Remaliah, have taken evil counfel again ft 
thee, faying. Let us go up againll Judah, and vex 
it, and let us make a breach therein for us, and 
fet a king in the midft of it, even the fon of Ta- 
beaL" The prophet labours to draw them to this 
(hadow, as a complete defence againfl the fcorch- 
ing heat of thefe two fmoking fire-brands ; for he 
£iys, Ifa. viu, 10. « Take counfel together, and 
it (hail come to nought, fpeak the word, and it 
fhail not ftand, for God is with us," (Heb. Imma" 
nuel is with us.) 

2. His natures afford a broad fhade to the -tra- 
veller in the weary, land*, he is both God and 
man. - Jefus, he is man, and as fuch he has a 
fympathy, as one that has had experience of the 
troubles his people meet with iii the weary land : 
Heb. iv. 15. ** For we have not an high prieft, 
which cannot be touched with the feeling of our 
infirmities, but was in all points tempted like as 
we are, yet without fin.'' As he is God, he is 
able to give them all prote^on in all cafes and 
all conditions. However low they be, his power, 
being infinite, b able to raife them up. So that, 
however unequally they be matched with devils 
and men, they may fay, as 2 Kings vi. 1 6. " Fear 
not,, for diey that be with us are more than they 
diat be with them." When Chriff fent out his 
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sipoftles into the world, and knew that they would 
be oppofed by the authority of the great ones, by 
the power, the learning, the prejudices, and fu- 
perftitions of the world, over againft all thefe he 
fets thefe emphatic words, ** Lo, I am with you 
alway, even unto the end of the world," Matthr 
xxviii. 20. 

3 . His offices are a fliade to the traveller in a 
weary land. Thefe are fuited to all the cafes his 
people can poffibiy be in, in the weary land. 

He is 4 Prophet, to teach them, to lead and guide 
them : Ifa. Iv. 4. ** Behold, I have given him for a 
Witncfs to the people, a Leader and Commander 
to the people." If darknefe arife, he is light to 
tliem that fit in d^rkiiefs. There is no cafe fo 
perplexed, but he can refolve itj and faith can 
begin where fight ends ; and his direction will 
ever be ready to his own in the time of need t 
« It fliall be given them in that hour, what they 
fliall fpeak," Matth. x. 19. 

He is a Prieft to purge away fin, and manage 
his people's caufe in the court of heaven. If 
guilt (ling the confcience, and make a fick foul, 
his blood removes the fling •, it purges the con- 
fcience from dead works, Heb. ix. 14. j it heals 
all their wounds : ira. xxxiii. 24. ** And the in- 
habitant fhall not fay, I am fick ; the people that 
dwell therein fhall be forgiven their iniquity." If 
they have a petition to prefent before tlie Lord, 
while Jefus lives, they know of a proper hand in the 
court of heaven, into which they can put it. For 
he makes intercefFion for us ; he is our Advocate 
with the Father. This is no fmall comfort in the 
weary land. 

He is a King, to proteft and defend . them, to 
conquer and reflrain all his and their enemies. If 
Satan be too ftrong and fubtle for them, yet Jefus is 
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ftronger than he, and can outwit him, and even 
outihoot him in his own how. His grace is fuffi- 
cient againft the greateft temptations. If the 
^/orld, the men or things of the world, be too 
hard for them, Jefus has overcome both. And 
though they may be ready to cry out for fear of 
thefe, that one day they will pcrifh by their hands, 
yet their great Captain ieing on their head, they 
fliall furely come ofF viftorious at laft, faying, 
*< Thanks be to God, who giveth us the viftory^ 
through our Lord Jefus Chrift." 

4. His p'urchaie affords fhelter in the weary^ 
land. The price he paid was his own precious 
blood •, the purchafe then muft ne^ds be great, fee- 
ing the price was of infinite valud. He has pur- 
chafed for Ins people, all that is ncceffary to make 
them happy. What Adam loft, Chrift has puiw . 
chafed agam, and that with advantage; fo that 
all their lolTes are made up -in him. Would you 
have the inventory of Chrift's purchafe ? you have *\ 
it, I Cor. iii. 22. " Whether Pauror Apollos,*ot 
Cephas, or the world, or life, or death, or things 
prcfent, or things to come, all are yours."* The 
jb^ft things for their enjoyment in time or through 
eternity. The worft things, through him, work 
for your good. What a refrefliing fliade, then, is this 

in the worft of times ! 

5. His relations affcard (belter in a weary lamL 
He ftands in many near relations to his people ; 
He is the foundation on which they are built, and 
therefore, aa the houfe built on the rock ftands un- * 
fhaken, fo he will fupport them, under aM preffures, ^ 
He is their Father, and will allow them their pio- 
vifion, he will afford them protection,* an inheri- 
tance, and every tiling that children may expeA 
from a father. He is their Huft>and, and there- 
fore will be their defence ^ yea, their Head, and 
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therefore he will guide themi and every way tew- 
derly care for them, as the head does for the fe- 
veral members of the body. 

6. His covenant and promifes aflford (heltet in a 
weary land. The covenant is ofFenfive and de- 
fenfive, therefore the believer has common friends 
and enemies with the Lord himfelf : Zech. ii. &. 
He that toucheth bis people toucheth the apple of 
his eye. Hence faid Jefus, « Saul, Saul, why 
.perfecuteft thou me ?" Who would not venture 
to fea in that fliip in which Chrift himfelf, his in- 
' tcreft, and his glory, are embarked ; for though 
the fhip in that cafe be bcfet with waves, it will 
not fink. Coefar, when embarking on board of a 
Ihip to purfue his enemy, to encourage the pilot, 
who was afraid of the ftorm, cried out. You have 
Caefar and his fortune embarked with you. How 
much more may the Chriftian not be afraid in the 
greateft ^orm, when Chrift, his intereft, and his 
honour, are with him. There arc promifes in the 
covenant fuited to every cafe. Tte Lord has fe- 
cured to his people protection and provifion in the 
worft of times : "He fliall dwell on high, his 
place of defence fhall be tlie munition of rocks $ 
bread {hall be; given him, his water fhall be fiire.'* 

He has fecured them againft apoftacy : John, 
X. 29. " No man (fays he)' (hall pluck them out of 
my Father's hand." He has promifed ftrength to 
the weak and fearful, Ifa. xl. 29. — 3 1 •, he hath 
promifed his prefehce to be with them for ever, 
Heb. xiii. 5. Ifa. xliii. 2. ; he hath promifed that 
all things ftiall work together for their good, Rom. 
viii. 28. ; and, finally, there is nothing whatever 
which can befal them in the weary land, but 
there is fomething in the covenant and the pro- 
mife fuited to it, peculiarly calculated to comfort 
and fupport them under every prefTure. 

It 
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It remains that, as was propofed, 

IV. I MAKE fomc praftical improvement, which 
I ftiall do, 

I/?, In an ufe of information, and, 

2d/yy In an ufe of exhortation. " 

For an ufe of information we may fee, 
, I. "^That it is a black mark of a foul, that has no 
more to look for as a portion but the world ; 
when they take fo well with the world's enter- 
tainment, that they never feek after Chrift. The 
world is not the weary land to them, and fo they 
care nof for Chrift. Are there not many who 
would defire no better portion than the world, if 
they could get it kept ? They could well renounce " 
their prctenfions- to Canaan, if they could get* 
their tents to ftand always on this fide Jordan ; 
they would never defire a better heaven, than their 
lordfhips, their farms, or what elfe they cah work 
for with their own hands. While thefe things 
profper with them, they have nc thing to make the 
world a weary land to them ; the country's dif- 
cafe never wearies them j and if they be crofled 
in one worldly thing, they do not go to Chrift to 
get comfort under it, but to fome other worldly 
thing. This fpeaks, that they are at home in the 
world, and are not travelling towards Zion. Others 
may be pilgrims in it, but they are not ; they are 
juft where they would be, and have no other 
choice, Pfal. iv. 6. It fhews alfo that they would 
never look near Chrid, if death did hot make fure 
of their being tuAied out of the earth. They have 
no love to Chrift for himfelf, they could fend weH 
enough without him, if he would but let them 
aione in the world. 

2. See here the myftery of the Chriftian life. 

Why 
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Why do true Chriftians to contemn the world ? 
It is a weary land to all fuch. What keeps them 
all under the tribulation of the world, while others 
faint, fo that they have had a joy in tribulatioHi 
took joyfully the fpoiling of their goods, yea, and 
even death itfelf ? Why, under the (hadow of the 
great Rock, they got meat to eat the world knew 
not of. 

3. See the tranfcendcnt excellence of Chrift. 
What a preci6us one muft he be in whom there 
i& enough to balance all the miferies of the weary 
land !' There are fome of thefe that nothing under 
the fun can balance ; what avails all the* riches 
^d honours under the fun, to a perfon under ex- 
treme bodily diftrefs, or expofed to the arreft of 
death. But in the mod wearifome ftep of the 
weary land, Chrift is a refrefhing ihade. 

4. This lets us fee, where tbere is a flielter to 
be four.il in the woril of times, againft the ftormy 
tempeft of public or private calamity : John, xvi. 
33. « Thefe things (fays Jefus) I have fpoken 
unto you, diat in me ye might have peace ; in the 
world ye (hall have tribulation, but be of good 
cheer, I have overcome the world." In Jefus 
Chrift our fafety lies, and without him there is 
no fafety. Here is the rock that is higher than 
we, and higher too than the higheft of our ene- 
mies, vvrhether devils or men. 

I have only now to add an ufe of exhortation. 
I would exhort you to come to Chrift, and put your- 
felvcs under his ftiadow this day. And that you 
may underftand what you are catted to, take it in 
the following advices. 

I. Lay afide your fecurity, and fee that you 
ftand in need of a fhade for refrefhment and for 
protcdtton in the weary land. However lightly 

people 
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^ople look on the confufions of out day, I think 
^ve have no reafon to be fecure ; fecurity is dan- 
gerous, feeing the fins of the generation are cry- 
ing fins, crying for a ftroke. Whatever has brought 
a ftroke on a church or people, that is not want- 
ing in Scotland this day. Did univerfal corrup- 
tion amongft all ranks bring the deluge on the old 
world ? that is vifibly the plague of this gcnera- 
' don. Did the defpifing of the gofpel bring the 
Roman armies on the Jews ? Matth. xxii. 7. the 
monftrous profanity amongft fome, and loathfomc 
formality among others, lays we cannot efcape, 
though Gkxl bear long with us. — ^The many delive- 
rances we have met with when at the brink of ruin, 
and yet the generation not bettered by them, fays 
that the axe, which has been lying fo long at the 
root of the tree, will be wielded againft us at the 
laft : Amos, iv. 11. 12. " I have overthrown fome 
of you, as God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah, 
•and ye were as a fire-brand plucked out of the 
-burning ; yet have ye not returned unto me, faith 
the Lord. Therefore thus will I do unto you, O 
Ifrael ! and becaufe I will do this unto thee, pre- 
pare to meet thy God, O Ifrael !" We are ma- 
nifeftly pining away under fpiritual plagues at this 
day, many given up to vile afieftions, the gene- . 
ration generally plagued with hardnefs of heart and 
deadnefs, men are turned hateful, and left to hate 
one another, biting and devouring one another, all 
which is an evidence, that there is an evil fpirit a- 
mongft us. — Finally, our fecurity in the face of a- 
larming difpenfations, is a terrible token, accord- 
ing to that in i ThefT. v. 3. " For when they 
ftiall fay, Peace and fafety, then fudden deftruc- 
tion comet^L upon them, as travail upon a woman 
with child^'and they fliall not efcape." — I would, 
exhort ypu, 

Vol. I.., KJc (^\ 
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2. To embrace Jefus Chrift, and lay hold on'thc 
eyerlafting covenant. Ye that are ftrangcrstoChriit, 
come in at length. Let the ftate of your perifli- 
ing fouls come into your minds in eftmefi, and 
lay a furc foundation for eternity. Ye who have 
already come, come nearer and nearer, renew your 
acceptance of Chrift) and (lir up the grace of 
faith, that for the pident isr. lying in. fuck z>weak 
fiate. 

3* Repent of your finsy ari^ turn, from them. 
Amend your ways and youx* doM1gs»^ and. let not 
iniquity be your eter-qal^ ruin. Af^fyrex tVe call 
of Qod at length, that there may be no ftandin^ 
controverfy betw39£ti God", a^d yout Many, delays 
have been in this matter, bring it now to a point, 
and halt no more betwixt two opinions^, whether 
to be for God or. for your, lufts,: — In:^ word, I ex- 
hort you, 

4. To lay the weight of your* through-bearinf 
through the weary land over on Jefus Clirift.— 
Look before you to the difficult fheps that may be 
yet betwixt you and the grave, and folemnly 
take him for all you need. or may needr Be cou- 
cerned to depend upon him, and to truft in him, 
that he will not ceafe caring, for you, and.working 
in you, tiU he completely, accomplifti all that good 
word upon which he h^.caufed you to hope.— 
To prompt you to this good. work, I would pro- 
pole the following Motives. 

i.Tliis is the fhade God the Father has pro- 
one .w'-^"""- i!'^^'^^ (^^y^ ^^) l^W help upon 

2- That 
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a. Hiat ^1 Other fliaddws are and ^U'bc but 
irain and vanifliing ones ; they will not be able to 
defend you from 5ie ills to ^ich you 'arc expofed 
<in the weary land ; they will be like a hut buik 
■^thin the lea- mark, which will be carried away, 
'together with the inhabitant, when the waters be- 
gin to flow : Ifa. xxvlii. 17. "The hail (hall fwecp 
away the refuge of lies, and the waters ihall oyer- 
flow the hiding-^place/' HThen your own wifdom 
will be but folly, your ftrength weaknefs,'your car- 
^iial fchemesihaU'not profit you.— <3onfider, 

3. *Fhat ittie 'wrath of God will purfueall who 
are not^nder this fliadow. O Chriftlefs finners ! 

»'^hiit will you do 'when God rifeth up ? and when 
9ie tifiteth, wlAt will you anfwer him ? He is a 
-iGOnAiming (ire, all elfc jou can piit betwixt hira 
«and'ybU*Will be but as ftubble, or at beft but a 
i^partition-Wall of dry boards, that wiU quickly he 
^nfum^d in that devouring firc-^Goriftdcr, 

4. Hiat Mrhatever weary ftcps ye mcfet wifli in 
^e weary laad^ Aefe will bie doubly heavy by your 
'riot cortlng in uttder Chrift*8 fhadow*, for the 

, ^urfe will'be in them 5 and though they were^vety 
ilight in themfelves, ndiat will niake uiem heavy. 
You \rill get all your burden to bear alone, as Saul 
did. And, O What a fad cafe it is to have hea- 
.ven and earth dark both at once ! Ifa. viii. 21. 22. 
— Corifider, 

5. That all. the travellers to Zion have, made 
this (bade their (belter. It is a tried (hade in all 
ages of the churdh, Pfel.^xc. i. 5 \dioever purftfes 
th^m, this is the refuge of all the people of Gdd 
in all times : Trov. xviii. 10. " The'name of the 
Lord is a ftrong tower, the righteous runneth into 
it, and is fafe.** The fpoufe of Chrift looks for 
^is (hade, Song', i. 7. 8< and ii. 3. } and many a 

K k 2 good 
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good word they have fpoken of it to recommend ir 
to others. — Confider, 

Lqfily^ That under Chrift's fhadow there ^«nll 
be fafety in the moft wearifome parts of the weary 
land. He is the Saviour, and there 13 none be- 
Cdes him. Under his fhadow there is iafety from 
troubles, when they are flying very thick in the 
weary land. He can hide his people in the hoi- 
low uf his hand in the midfl of danger, Pfal. xci. 
7. For he has all things at his command , men 
and devils are under the check of his providence. 
There is oftentimes a moderation of troubles.— 
UncWr this fhadow people find, that though they 
be not quite freed from them, yet they are made, 
very moderate to them : Jer. xv. 11. " The Lord 
faid, Verily, it fhall be well with thy remnant, ee- 
rily I will caufe the enemy to entreat thee wcD is 
the time of evil, and in the time of afflidlion" And 
fometimes it is much better for his people to meet 
with this moderation, Jcr. xlv.5. The life for a prey 
is no fmall mercy. While his people refl under this 
fhadow, there is always a fpiritual falvation from 
the (ling of evil ; thus the nature of afflidions is 
altered, and the fharpefl and heavieft ftones thrown 
at them become precious ftones, which do them 
no hurt, but rather good ; for " who is he that 
will harm you, if ye be followers of that which is 
good ?" I Pet. iii. 13. — ^To fum up all in a word, 

Thcre^is never niifled here an eternal falvation. 
However they be treated in the weary land, none 
go to hell from under Chrift*s fhadow ; but though 
they fhould go through fire and water, they will 
land at iaft in Abraham's bofom, and be brought 
unto the wealthy place. Amen, 

THi: 



THE EVIL AND DANGER OF HALTING 
BETWIXT TWO OPINIONS.* 



SERMON XXl^. 



a Kings, xvi. 21. — And Elijah fiud^ How long htii 
ye betwixt two opinions ? 



^ MoNG the crowds of irreligious men in the 
J^^ vifible church, fliere are few, if any, fo pofi- 
:tivelydetermined againft God andxeligion, as liever 
Xo have a thoaght of repentance and reformation* 
' Reafon and intereft appear fo much on the fide 
of feligioh, that where confcience poflefTes any 
jjower at all, one can hardly fail in havingJiDinetimes . 
lavdurable thoughts on that fide. But indecifion and 
jiiifettlednefs in that weighty matter ruins men* 
It is To long ere thej come tp a pdint, that de^th 
4>ften overtakes them liefdre they have got the 
matter fixed ; and t^y are fet beyoftd the polE- 
<biUty of doing any thing for their fouls, before ever 
;thcy have refolved firmly what to.do for them. The 
itext is. Elijah's expofliulation with a ^at aSemblf 
Kk3 ia 

* Maxton, Saturday, Auguft a. 1718. 
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in that dangerous cafe. The worfliip of Baal wa* 
fet up, and authorifed in Ifrael by Ahab, and pa- 
tronifed by his courtiers. Thence the body of 
the people, though they did not utterly renounce 
the worfhip of Jehovah, yet they were greatly 
corrupted with that idolatry. God had on this 
account fent a famine on them, and, though it had 
continued three years and a half, it had not reform* 
ed them. But Ahab lays the blame of this cala- 
mity on Elijah ; Elijah retorts it boldly on him. 
They agree that all Ifrael be gathered with Baal's 
priefts, who were difperfed over all the country, 
and tlie priefts of the groves, who were Jezebel's 
chaplains, that the whole matter betwixt God and 
Baal, Elijah and Ahab, might be decided. The . 
aflembly being convened, Elijah comes to them, 
and, without obferving any ceremony, or beginning 
to intercede with God for rain to them, he falls a 
pleading God's caufe with thcm^ expoftulating 
with them on God's behalf, as in the text: How long 
(faid he) halt ye betwixt two opinions ? 
In which expoftulation, we have, 
I. The matter of it \ their halting betwixt two 
opinions. Here he attacks them on two points, 
and charge sthem with a grievous fault, an unac- 
countable weaknefs in the moft weighty concerns 
of their fouls. — He charges them, 

(i.) With weak and wavering heads. They had 
two opinions; by the one they had a value for Baal, 
by the other for Jehovah. Not only did fomc of 
thatpeopleintheirjudgementdeclareforBaal,others 
for Jehovah, but the fame perfons at one time thought 
it beft to follow Baal, at another time Jehovah j they 
were undetermined in this matter of the greateft 
importance. Their thoughts in this cafe were wa- 
vering, going hither and thither, like top^ranches 

of 
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of trees going with the wind, which is the Holy 
Ghoft's own metaphor in the original word of the 
text. — ^They were chargeable, 

(2.) With unfteady feet. They halted betwixt 
thefe two, and they went from Baal to the Lord, 
and from the Lord to Baal again. Thus, paffing 
from fide to fide, they were poor lame fouls, (this 
is the Holy Ghoft's own metaphor), they did not 
only limp, like men lame of one leg, (the bell 
Chi iflians carry fuch a halt with them, till they 
come to the grave), but they were like men lame 
of both kgs, for this is the import of the original 
word, 2 Sam. iv. 4. They crooked to both fides, 
they went wavering from fide to fide, never ftraight, 
one time they were for Baal, another time for Je- 
hovah, they were never fteadily fixed. — In the ex- 
poftulation, there is, 

2. The manner of it: How long nvill ye halt ? 
&c. They had been feveral years in that cafe, 
and yet were not come to a point. One might 
think the cafe was not fo very difiicult, whether 
Jehovah or Baal fliould be their choice •, but won- 
der not at it, for the cafe is even as plain betwixt 
the Lord and your lufts and idols, vet year after 
year you cannot come to a point. The phrafe is 
urgent ; it imports, — the (hamefulnefs, the bafe- 
nefs of their conduft, that they fliould be fo long 
in deciding in a matter fo very clear, ftumbling at 
that rate in broad day-light 5 — its grievoufnefs to 
the Spirit of God ; he was fo weary with bearing 
with them, that he would fam have them come 
to a point, and therefore roufes them up to it. 

From the expoftulation thus explained, I WQuld 
obferve the following dodrines, viz. 

DocT. I. That to be ftill wavering and undecided 

in 
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in the abfolute and final choice betwixt the Lord 
and idols, is n>o(l abominable. 
Doer. II. That an unequal and unfteady walk« 
bere-aw^y, tbere-away, betwixt the Lord and 
idols, is an unaccountable and s&>ominable'way 
of walking through the world* — Thefe I fiiaU 
fhortfy confide in their order. 

i)ocT. I. That to be dill waVerihg and undecided 
in the abfolute and €nal*chcncie h^twixt ibe Lord 
and idols, is moft abominable.-— In fpeAing 
to this i (hall oniy dro^ a few things, 

1. For explication of the point. 

IL For confirmation Off it. Andtheh, 
HI.. Make'fome appKcadOn.w»I ain, 

i. To expkm the point.— In order to this, coh- 
fider, 

i/niat the.Lortandidols art ftiitorsfolrdie heart 
xtf every man and woman that liears the gofpel; 
-and becaufe i5iat idols have ihe fitft love, they 
ftrive to Tetain it, and the Lord comes to recover 
4t. Lidts court it, and therrfore the gofpel teadhes 
to deny them. Tit. ii. ;i2. *« denying ungodlineft 
and wotl% lufts, and WhUe it thus teaehes, it 
brings a better oflfer. The dwl, the world, and 
the corrupt natttre, are proxies to agent for our 
iufts ; ibt Lord's Spirit, his minifters, and con- 
<iciente, a£l for the Lord. — Confider, 

2. That the finnet's heart is ur^ wifli ofien 
and arguments ^n both hands. God makes Kis 
offers, and urges them with the ftrongeft argu- 
i«ents, taken fironrfic certainty of ettemalhapjwnefs, 
or mifery, of -enjoying his unfpeakaWe love, or in- 
curring his dread difpleafure : Ifa. Iv. 2. " Wherc- 
iwe «b ye %end your fnoncy for itlMt which is tM 

breadj 
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bread, and your labour for that which fatisfieth 
not ? Hearken diligently unto me, and eat ye that 
which is good, and let your fouls delight them- 
fclves in fatnefs." Satan is not behind hand in 
pains to urge his offers, he plies them with al- 
lurements of prefent profit and plcafure, moft 
fuited to the corrupt heart, which naturally gapes 
-for them. — ^Confider, 

3. That there can be no enjoying of both to- 
gether : Matth. vi. 24. " No man can ferve two 
mailers ; for either he will hate the one, and love 
the other ; or elfe he will hold to the one, and de- 
fpife the other. Ye cannot ferve God and Mam- 
mon." The Lord will not deal fliares with lulls 
and idols, the offer is peremptory on other terms^ 
«« If ^ye take me, let thefe go." If the matter could 
be agreed betwixt the Lord and his rival idols, 
the wavering foul would foon be at a point, and 
would embrace both. But that cannot be i if the* 
Lord be received, he muft have the crown, and . 
the moft beloved lufts muft be nailed to the crofs : 
Gal. V. 24. " And they that are Chrift's have cru- 
cified the flefh, with the affeftions and lufts." 
Confider, 

4. That the matter muft be determined by the 
Cnner's free choice : Jofti. xxiv. 15. " Chufe ye 
this day whom ye will ferve." The Lord wiJl not 
take poffeffion without the finner's confent, for it 
is the heart he feeks, and if that be wanting, there 
is no bargain. And the choice muft be an abfo- 
lute and a final one ; there muft be a final deciding 
of this caufe, fo that thereafter the foul may cleave 
to the one with full purpofe of heart, and alto- 
gether abandon the other. — Confider, 

Lafily^ That the Lord requireth the finner's de- 
cided anfwer. But here the finner wavereth \ he 
is neither determined to give up altogether with 
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-the Lord, nor to give up wholly with his 1ti%} 
'fometimes he is ahnoft perfuaded^ bat never alto- 
gether. So there* comes ftill one off-put ontk 
•back of another ; ami when the finner has been at 
the advifing and deciding this bufmefs days and 
years, he is as far from a point the iuit day as die 
firlt. — I am now to propofe fome -confiderdtions, 

11. For confirmation of this point.^ — ConGder, 

1. That there is no competition here in point 
-of real vahie« What is the dead idol Baal, in com- 
.parifun with Jehovah, the living God ? What arc 
our filthy lufls, in compari&m with Cfarift ? Jer. 
xxiii. 28. << The prophet that hath a dream, kL 
him tell a dream ; »nd he that hath my word, let 
him fpeak^my word faithfully :; what is the tikdf 
to the wheat ? faith the Lord." It is a difgraKfc 
on our reafon, to :put diem in the bahnee ^to- 
gether, and argues a fearful blindnefs with whidh 
mankind are feized, once to entertain a doubt 
which to chufe. — ^Coniider, 

2. That it is ingratitude of the deepeft dye, not 
readily to fall in with the offer. When the potter 
is making fuit to his own clay, the mighty God 
-to his own creature worm man, to put oflF his 
offer, becaufe of the craving of the heart after filthy 
lufls, thefe brats of hell, and fpawn of the old fer- 
ipent, is certainly ungrateful. The Lord might 
have left us with them^ to have made the beft of 
-them we could, which would have been no better 
than death ^ for what elfe could have rrfulted from 
our drinking that cup of pcrifon ? But now, when 
he comes to offer us life, how horrible is it to be 
wavering and undetermined, whether we will ac- 
cept of the I^rd and life, or not ! — Confider, 

•L^afllyy That this warning is on a matter of the 
.utmofl weight, and what we have not one to-mor- 
row 
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rpw< allowe<l U3 to advifc u^n. Our fouls lie at 
flake, eternal falvation or damnation, depend. on 
our choice ; if we make the Lord, our choice?* we- 
are happy for ever ; if ye do not,, wc are ruined 
far ever ; it is, " To-day,: if ye will hear hi* 
voice," PfaJ. xcv. 7. ; fo that, if death carry you. 
o^ undetermined, your eternal dcftruflion. is, un- 
alterably fixed ; and wh^t. an abcuninable thing i^- 
it, then, to be ftill wavering r--»L now. psoceed^' 

nL To make, fome application, of th^ fub)e£i» 
And with this.defign, I woukd ei^oftulate with 
you halters, and undetermined finners, who. are 
nQt yet come tQ a point in the matter of your choice 
betwixt Chrift and your lufts, in the words of the 
tei^t, *< How long mlt. ye betwixt; two opinions ?'* 
Hpw long, will it be ere you come to a point how* 
to. difpofe of that heart of yours ? You have had 
m^ny rich gofpcl-calls from .the. Lord, and many 
communion-calfe, and yet you have not freely a- 
bandoned your idols, and made choice of the Lord^ 
to. this day. Still you. are halting,, undetermined, 
and wavering. How long fhall it be thus ? — In 
managing this expoftulation, I would afk, 

I. Who are the wavering, undetermined halters 
betwixt the Lord and their lufts ? — I anfwcr, 

(i.) Ye who to this day never found the time 
to break your covenant with your lufts, and ta 
enter into covenant with God, either in pretence 
or -reality. Are there not fome here, who never 
gave their perfonal confent to the baptifmal cove* 
naptf who are utter ftrangers to perfonal covenant- 
ing with God in Chrift ? they have not even ex- 
prefsly in words renewed the covenant made for 
t}iqin in baptifm, much lefs have they ratified it 
with their own folemn confent before the Lord ; 
thQy are woful halters^ but without making this. 
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choice they can never fee heaven: Eph, ii. n^ 
^ Strangers from the covenants of promife, having 
no hope, and without God in the world." — ^Yc 
are the wavering, 

(2.) Who time after time flight the facrament 
of the Lord's fupper, not preparing yourfelves to 
partake of it. What makes you always and con* 
ftantly mere fpeiiators and onlookers of the feal 
of the covenant, and that folemn engagement to 
be the Lord's, but that you are halters betwixt the 
Lord and your lufts ? Were there a bargain in 
your offer, of which all the partners were obliged 
to ftrike hands with the party that makes it with 
them, and you flood by, and would not give your 
hand ; wouJd not that prove you not to be deter- 
mined as yet for the bargain ? You would be glad 
to have the bargain ratified betwixt Gk)d and you, 
if you were really for it : Pfal. Ixviii. 31.*^ Ethio- 
pia fhall foon ftretch out her hands to God." — ^To 
this fome may objeft, 

We would fain take the facrament, but they 
will not give us tokens of admiiBori. —To this I 
anfwer. 

What hindets your receiving them, but your 
grofs ignorance, or your ungodly and fcandalous 
life, which certainly ought to do it : Matth. vii. 6. 
«< Give not that which is holy unto the dogsi" 
But why do not ye get the knowledge of God and 
religion, and reform your lives, that ye may fit 
down at the Lord's table ? And here lies the mat- 
ter, you are not fo far determined yet as to quit 
your lufts, for all the communion with God that 
is to be had in the facrament. — Such of you arc 
halting, 

(3.) Who have had your con virions ef fin, and 
arc in fo far fatisfied, that you fliould have giveii 
up with it, but your hearts were never brought 

to 
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rt with it to this day. Are there not many 
are (landing undetermined this day on the 
fes of their iiurdered convi£t:ions ? Afts, 

25. " Felix trembled, and anfwered. Go thy 
For this time, when I have a more convenient 
1, I will call for thee." They have been 
1 by their confciences, to drive them to the 

from their lufts ; nay, they had much ado to 
thefe lafhings; but, after all, tliefe impreffions 
rom off, and they are not yet determined.—- 

are wavering, 

.) Who have (often perhaps) been aiming at 
Dvenant, but always ftuck at ond thing. You 
been brought to a point in many things, but 
hing you could never yet get over. O mife- 

halter betwixt God and the idol of jealoufy ! 
that one thing mar the winning of thy foul ? 
u be not content with all the articles of the 
lant, without exception, you have your choice 
ake, yet you are not determined : Mark, x. 
« Jefus faid unto him. One thing thou lack* 

Sec. — Such are halting, 
.) Who are ftill at faft-and-loofe with God, 
whom nothing can bind, who do with their 
, as the dog with his collar, that flips it off 
»n as he pleafes : Pfal. Ixxviii. 36. 37. " Ncver- 
fs, they did flatter him with their mouth, and 
lied unto him with their tongues. For their 

was not right with him, neither Were they 
ift in his covenant." There are many of our 
nunicants of this fort, who come under the 

of God very lightly, and as lightly foon after 
ut from under the tye ; the triith is, they 
: confider the matter with due ferioufnefs. 
' make choice of the Lord, but, in very deed, 

hearts were never in eameft dctermined.- 

of you are wavering, 
3L. I. .LI Lojl^^ 
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Lajliy^ And in a word, who have not exprelslj 
embraced God and Clirift, bat cleave to you 
lufts. Our Lord has often 'come to you in lb 
gofpel, requiring your laft anfwer, but you have 
neither yet given it, nor will you either plainly (ay 
ye will betake yourfelves to your lufts and idbb for 
altogether, nor are you come the length of an honeft 
refolve to give over with them for altoffether. Ye 
are undoubtedly woful undetermined halters. 

2. 1 muil afk at you. How long will ye hali; 
and be undetermined? 

( I.) Have ye not halted long enough alteidty 
betwixt God and your hifts ? i f et. iv. 3. « For 
the time pad of our life may fuffice us to haie 
wrought the will of tlie Gentiles." Have yc not 
often enough fent away the Lord in his meflengen 
groaning from you, becaufe ye could not be woo 
yet ? (i.) Young halters, may not ye, after ten, 
fifteen, and twenty years, or more, be srt a point 
whether ye will be the L(wd's or not ? I afliirc you, 
God has been at a point with many one in thst 
time, who never got your length, but their dates arc 
determined in anotlier world already, without pof- 
fibility of alteration. Every feven years yc have 
been in the world, ye have had an year of Sab- 
baths, in thefc Sabbaths many, many a call. Aai 
will ye yet be undetermined ? (2.) Old halters, ouf 
not ye be at a point, after thirty, forty, fifty, or fiJtf 
years; ye have taken to advife in? will ye haltoDi 
till ye flip into a grave, into hell, undetermined. 
All the fermons ye have heard, die communions 
ye have waited on, even all the rods and tlie mer- 
cies ye have met with, have left you where thcf 
found you, as undetermined as ever, and will yf 
ftill go away this day as undetermined as ye canac' 

2fliy, How c3li\ you be at eafe as long as fud 



\ 
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,l| weighty matter is undetermined? Poor foul! 
ilUle thpu art halting, thou art (landing on the 
ifink of the pit, and whether death or life fhall be 
; diy lot, whether heaven or hell, is ftill as to thee 
undetermined. Till thou detd[mine the point 
to b9 the Lqrd*^9 and to renounce all thy idoU, 
«|tsui has the hold of thee, and there is nothings 
Wtween death and thee but one ftep, thou hang- 
ed over the pit by the Ions- worn thread of divine 
psitipice \ and whenever that gives way, thou art 
Hkft fojc ever : John, iii. 36. « He that believcth not 
the Son (hail not fee life, but the wrath of God a- 
bi^et^ on him." 

(3.) Po you not wonder, that Cod has waited fo 
lo^g upon you, that he has not taken your flights 
and fcppis for your final anfwer ? Is it not fur- 
^fing, th^t he has npt recalled his ambafladors, 
apd- 4^nounc9d war againft you, to be carried 01^ 
fyr ^ir?r i Te muii n^eds wonder that it is not foj 
Yten ye cqnfider the infinite greatnefs pf him who 
ig^]||e$ (uU to yoUs the lueanncfs and vilenefs uf 
thofewhon^ )^ cpurts, and the abpminable competi- 
tf9p$ wl^ch y« prefer tP him. 

(4.} 4^x^ ^ x^t afraid )eft the Lox^ halt, wd 
Yg^e^ BO further in feeking after you ? that this 
VMJ hp the )^ft ca4i th^t eypr you may get ? Luke, 
■»iy, 24. <* fqi^ I fay unto you, that none of thefe 
.|n0|i ^hich iifere bidden, lhaU tafte of my fupper." 

Sit this CaJl, ^hd WnO KUUWi> UUL Uio luor<l «nay 

fyQtn thi$ time leave you to your lufts ? Pfal. Ixxxi. 
4). H. *< Put my people would pot hearken t^ 
i9y ypice, and Ifrael would none of me. So I 
gave them up ^nto their own hearts lufts, and they * 
ipallj^cd in their own counfels." Hof. iv. ly. 
*< Epbraim is jpined to idols, let him alone :" 
Saying, Ceafe my Spirit, ceafe confcience, mini- 
ifersj ordinances^ judgements, mercies \ give that 

Liz TCWKSV 
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man no more difturbancc in the embraces of his 
lulls, let them hang by him, and he by them, till 
they fink him into hell, and lie there -as a moun- 
tain of lead on him for ever. 

(5.) Do you not know, the longer you halt, it 
will be the harder to come to a point for God ? 
the longer ye hold off from the Lord, you will be 
the more loth to come away : Prov. vi. 10. " Yet 
a little fleep, a little dumber, a little folding of the 
hands to fleep." He that is not fit this day, will be 
unfitter to-morrow, for lufts, through continuance, 
grow more and more ftrong, and the devil, that 
comes at firfl alone, afterwards his name is I^egion, 
for tliey are many. I aver, that it had been telling 
many of us, that they had (truck the iron many 
years ago, when it was hotter than it is now. 

Laflly^ Halt as long as you will, you mull not 
only be determined for the Lord^ and againft all 
your lulls, but alfo you mull be joined to the 
I-^ord, and feparated from them &£luaUy, elfe you 
are ruined for ever. The cafe is plain, Mark, xvi. 
16. « He that believeth not fliall be damned."— 
Ezek. xviii. 30. " Repent, and turn from all your 
tranfgreflions, fo iniquity Ihall not be your ruin." 
— Matth. xviii. 3. " Except ye be converted, and 
become as little children, ye Ihall not enter into 
the kingdom of heaven." So, if you have any 
mind to be free from the wrath «•« /*rkm«>, timi-^o 
you have a mind to t^ke your hazard with your 
lufts through all eternity, while God Is Gk>d, to 
purfue the quarrel for the flight ye put on him, 
. you muft come to a point, and be determined for 
God, and give up with all your lufts. 

Now, Sirs, there are two tilings lying before 
you this day, of one of which you are to take your 
choice. 

1 . You muft either give up with God, Chrift, 

heaven, 
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heaven, and gk>ry, quit all your part in the cove- 
nant of gr^ce, t}ie purchaie of Chrift| and his death, 
freely, and betake yourfelves to your luft^, idols^ 
and finful courfes, and majse the beft qf them you 
can to live and die witl^ them. Sajtan is fond of 
ypur majcing this choice. Or, 

%, Tou muil ^ive up with your lufts^ idolS| and 
finful comrfes, freely qjjit yoi^r part in them, not 
excepting yoi^r darling iuft^ and betake yourfelves 
to the Lord in his covenant, taking this d^y Gqd 
the Father for your Father, God the Son for your 
Saviour, Gp4 the Holy Ghoft for your Sanftifier, 
(iliiift for yoi^r Prophet, to be led by his word and 
Spirit ; C^irift JFor your Frieft, to be fi^ved by hi* 
obedienpe and death only ; Chrift for your King, 
to be ruled and governed by him according to his 
will abfolutely. The Lord is willing that you make 
this your choice, and kindly invites the worft of 
ypp to it : liey. iii. 20. << Behold, I ftand at the 
dxx>r and knock ; if any man h/ear my voice, and 
open the door, I will cooie in to him, and I will 
fup with him, an4 he with me," A»d ch. xxii. j 7. 
<< And the Spirit and the JBride fay. Come ; and 
1ft hini that $eareth fay, Come i and let him that 
h athirftcpme j ^1^ whpfoever yriH) Jet him take 
ifyc water pf life frecjy." Nay, he comjtnands yoj* 
tp n^ake this choice : i John, iii. ^3. ^^ And this 
4^ his compiandment^ thi^t we ihoyjld belieye on 
the n^me of his Son Jefus Chrift." And fo Cftr- 
l^ijt is he in this invitation, that he will pafs all 
your former flights, if you will but now fall in with 
this offer : E^ek. xyiii. 22. " All his tranljgreflions 
th?t he hfith committed, they i[hall not pe men- 
tioned ; in his righteo^fnefs tb^t he hath dpne he 
ih^l Uve." i^Qw, there is the choice in bpth 
partS; ?ivhat fay ye tp it ? Jolh. xjtiv. 15, 
-".plivife ye ^$ (toy whopx ye wi^ ferve/'rr- 
LI3 ^^ 
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I demand your anfwcr. What anfwer Ihall I re- 
turn ? Your final anfwer, for I cannot fay that 
ever our Mafter will fend me again to you on this 
errand. — Are there any here, 

(i.) Who will give that anfwer, Jer. ii. 25. 
« There is no hope ; no, for I have loved ftrangers, 
and after them I will go." " O, Sirs ! take your word 
again, we are loth to carry back that word ; why 
will you die ? why will you deftroy yourfelves r 
If we faw a cup of poifon in your hand, which 
you would not part with, but would drink, we 
would flee to you, mix our blood with yours, be* 
fore you fhould get it drunk ; but what can we do 
in this cafe, but cry, O do yourfelves no harm ! 
and proteft before God, angels, men, and your 
own felves, that your blood is on your own head. 
— Are there any nere, 

(2.) Who will give that anfwer, Jer. iii. 22. 
« Behold, we come unto thee, for thou art the 
Lord our God." — Job, xxxiv. 32. <« If I have done 
iniquity, I will do fo no more." Then, I call 
heaven and earth to record, you are at a point for 
our Lord never to go back ; that it is an everlafting 
bargain between God in Chrift and you ; that he is 
yours, and you are his ; that although this bargain 
betwixt our Lord and you has been many times 
back and fore, it is now fully and finally concluded, 
you are married now, and there is no room for 
any other fuitors. O come, then, to your Lord's 
table with a holy boldnefs, and get the covenant 
fealed ! 

Lajllyy Is that your anfwer, Adls, xxiv. 25. 
** Go thy way for this time, when I have a con- 
venient feafon, I will call for thee ?" You fay you 
will advife upon it. I declare we cannot take that 
anfwer ; our commiffion does not bear us to in- 
dulge you cv^u tWl Xo-m<>rco^^ in advifing upon a 
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matter of fuch importance : Heb. iv. 7. ** To-day, 
if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts." 
Nay, we cannot allow you even another hour or 
lialf-hour in hefitation : 2 Cor. vi. 2. " Behold, 
now is the accepted time, now is the day of falva- 
tion." Give your anfwer, therefore, inftantly, I 
peremptorily claim it; if you delay longer, you 
^^ay be in hell ere to-moirow, nay, next hour, 
it may be, next moment. What do you hefitate 
upon ? — whether you will obey God or thedevil? — 
whether you will caft the kindled coals of hell out 
of your bofom, or not ? — whether you will travel 
in that narrow road which leads to life, or in that 
broad road which will land you in deftrudion ? — 
in fhort, whether you will live for ever, or perifh 
eternally ? Oh ! Sirs, be wife before it be too late, 
halt no longer, I befeech you, betwixt thefe two o- 
pinions : " To-day, if ye will hear his voice ; har- 
den not your hearts, as in the provocation, the 
day of tentation in the wildernefs." When a 
gracious God is now calling you, " Turn ye, turn 
ye, why will ye die, O houfe of Ifrael ?" let the 
echo of your fouls, and the a;nfwer of your tongues, 
be, " Behold, we come unto thee, for thou art 
the Lord our God." 



END OF VOL. I. 



^*^ In Vol. II. will be given the other Sermon on this 
Uibjea. 
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[To fill up the four remaining pages, rather than give a 
part of next Sermon, we have taken the liberty to 
infert the following pradlical piece of Poetry, which, 
we flatter ourfelves, will be acceptable to our readers.] 

The SOUL'S EXPOSTULATION wth itfe^, 
for want ofLovt to Christ. 

WHY all this darknefs in my mind. 
And deadnefs in my heart ? 
The caufe of all, I clearly find, 
Is chiefly on my partJ ' ' 

Sure this eftrarigenient fro;n. my God 

Much ignorance doth prove ; 
Such wand'ring of my thoughts abroad 

Does argue little love 

O ! think on him who did redeem 

Thy foul from fin and woe, 
Let him have only thy efleem, 

Say to all lover a, Qo. 

And never let a fillthy luft> 

Or a religious one, 
Compete with him ; count all but duft, 

And fay to them, Begone. 

But let thy love on him be fix'd, 
Whofe love was fix'd on thee, 

^XTj^o <lrank a cup uf Width Ullfllix*d, 

Thy foul from wrath to ftte'. 

A duty's but a fplendid fault, 

If thereon thou dofi reft ; 
O ! then, renounce them ; never halt 

Till thou haft won dear Chrift. 

O thou ! my wicked wand'ring heart. 

No better than a Loty 
Thou doft with fuch an obje£l: part. 

And doft on nothings doat. 
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O meditate on him a wkik I 
Thy thoughts let fixed ftand 

On him who ne*er did thee beguile^ 
Tp wl^om Amou g?v'ft t^y h^* 

Tea, I conjuie |hef » Q i^f foi^. 
Ne'er from his paths to fwcrve. 

But give l^im thy aff<;)£iionsi whole. 
For he doth them deferve. 

When thou an hateful, <^h)^ ^>r^) 

And dldfl deferve his ire^ 
He chofe thee, and o'er others paft^ 

That thou might'ft him defire. 

Yea, that he might fhy love zttr^St^ 
And gain thine heart's e^^em. 

Thy fins were laid upon his b;^ck j 
Thus he did thee redeem. 

And being burden'd vith thy guUtj, 

Upon him vengeance fell ; 
Defertion, and God's wr^th he felt. 

Which was a very hell. 

He to death's (Iroke himfelf did yield. 

Thy enmity to flay •, 
His fide was pierc'd, yet be w^is mild. 

That love might haye a way. 

Thus having puT^has'cl pence on earth ; 

That he might it maintain, 
He did afcend to heav'n with mirth, 

And there he doth remain. 

Where, as thine Advocate, he ftill 
Thy num'rous caufes pleads, 

He doth p-.-efent his £M and ^'///, 
And for thee intercedes. 



( 4»i 

An this he ckxs thy lotc to ^ 

O ! xhis bdicTC and fec^ 
When thou wall all a lamp oS fin^ 

Chriil gzrc faimlclf for tkoc 

Hence, vhcn he calk tkee m his woid» 

^ Gire me thj vicked bcan^* 
Soul, echo thon^ « T^e it, O Loid» 

It is my worfty bcft {mt.* 

Sound Reaibo eren docs declare. 
That Chrift thy heait flioiild have. 

For in thy Chrift, and only there. 
Is what thy foul fixmld crave. 

Now, foul, do not thyfelf delude 

In this momentous cafe ; 
Try if thou lafely canft conclude 

Thou haft this heav'nly grace. 

Art thou z&xJted with a fenfe 

Of enmity and ill ? 
Then plainly thb doth evkience 

True love, though it be chilL 

And is it ground of grief to thee 
Thou canft not love him more i 

Be fure, if confciencc anfwer. Yea, 
There is fome We in ftore. 

When inbred fin in thee does ftir. 

Thou doft not it allow ; 
His hand, which drops the fweeteft myrrh. 

Thy plagues will all fubdue. 

When by his rivals thou doft fee 
His crown pull'd from hb head, 

Does this occafion grief to thee ? 
Then here is love indeed ! 
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When in a precept he does (hine. 

And dutjr does appear^ 
'Ilieh to obey thy foul's on wing, 

If only he drawa near. 

"When in a threatening of the law 
Thy foul his voice does hear. 

Then to ofiend thou ftand'ft in awe, 
Love cafts not out this fear. 

And if his promife and thy cafe 

Do fweetlyharmonife. 
Art thou amazed at his grace ? 

Then love's in ezercife. 

Doft thou his perfon prize above 
All things that he doth give ? 

Well, then, this evidence doth prove 
Thou in his love doft live. 

If he withdraw at any time, 

Thov jan't contented be ; 
Whtii thy defire is towards him, 

Thcnjiis is towards theq. 

When thou his image doft behold 

On any fpul pourtray'd, 
Doft thou efteem it more than gold ? 

Then love's in thee difplay'd. 




-"^L^^ 
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